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ADVERTISEMENT BY THE EDITOE. 



The sixth and seventh volumes of Mr. Stewart's Collected 
Works comprise all that he has written on the doctrine of 
Ethics proper ; — ^to wit, Part Second of the OtUlines of Moral 
Philosophy J and the two volumes of The Philosophy of (he 
Active and Moral Potvers of Man. 

Of the latter, ITie Philosophy of the Active and Moral 
Powers J there has been only one edition, in 1828, the year 
of Mr. Stewart's death ; and the only part of that publica- 
tion for which any additions by the Author have been found 
available, is the Appendix on Free Agency, (VoL I. p. 343, 
seq.,) of which a transcript, varying occasionally from the 
printed text, and apparently anterior to the impression, has 
been preserved. 

Of the former. The Outlines of Moral Philosophy, as already 
mentioned, ( Works, VoL II. p. viii.,) there were four editions 
during the author's lifetime, in the three earlier of which Mr. 
Stewart has written various annotations, and these (when not 
merely jottings significant only to himself) have been here 
carefully incorporated, even though sometimes only quotations 
subsequently adduced in his Philosophy of the Active and 
Moral Poioers. These insertions, now, as formerly, are dis- 



Vm ADVERTISEMENT BY THE EDITOR. 

tinguished by the number of the edition in which they were 
found written ; and I may farther notice, that the letter A or 
B marks the one or the other copy of the firsi edition which 
supplies the new matter to that part of the Otdlines now 
prefixed as a general summary of Ethic& 

By some oversight or miscalculation, the two volumes of the 
Philosophy of the Active and Moral Powers were, in the 
original edition, very unequally divided, containing severally 
416 and 548 pages; and yet, apparently to secure their 
equality, the orderly distribution of the contents was sacrificed. 
For, though the whole work consists of four Books, different 
and determinate in their matter, the volumes did not each 
comprise two; but the first was made to extend into the 
third Book, the second there commencing in the middle of a 
chapter, (Book III. chap. ii. sect. 2.) Nor was this alL The 
able and elaborate^ discussion of the Free Agency of Man, 
which professedly belongs to Book II., and ought in propriety 
to constitute its concluding chapter, was placed as an Appendix, 
at the end of the last volume ; where, though the one essential 
doctrine of Ethics, it appeared only as an accidental supplement 
— These inconsistencies I have ventured to correct. The two 
volumes are now of the same thickness; each includes two 
Books of the Philosophy of the Active and Moral Ponders ; 
the first volume containing also the relative fragment of the 
Outlines. The Appendices are arranged in their natural con- 
nexion ; and the excursive Notes appropriately distributed. 

It may be also noticed, that of the Second Part of the OtU- 
lines of Moral Philosophy ^ the first and second chapters now 
correspond to the first and second volumes of the Philosophy 
of the Active and Moral Powers. The works are thus brought 
into a clear and complete correlation ; the two chapters of the 
one severally referring to the two volumes of the other. 
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New matter Ibj as previoosly, marked by its enclosure within 
square brackets : this distinction may^ however, have sometimes 
been neglected. Besides what is expressly discriminated as by 
the Editor^ foot-notes not designated by numerab are his ; his, 
also, are all more articulate references, and all short and merely 
expositoiy interpolations, whether in text or title. Changes only 
of arrangement are not discriminated : neither are the new 
arguments of the excursive Notes, nor simple alterations of 
correction or supplement — ^To this work, as to the others, 
significant Bunning Titles and a copious Index have been 
added. 

W.BL 

EDiMBUiaH, Marek 1856. 
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OUTLINES OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY. 



PART II* 

OF THE ACTIVE AND OF THE MORAL POWERS OF MAN. 

110.* This part of the subject naturally divides itself into two 
Chapters : — The first relates to the Classification and Analysis 
of our Active and Moral Powers. The second to the various 
branches of our Duty. 



CHAPTER I. 



CLASSIFICATION AND ANALYSIS OF OUR ACTIVE 

AND MORAL POWERS. 

SECT. I.— OF THE ACTIVE POWERS IN GENERAL. 

111. The word Action is properly applied to those exertions 
which are consequent on volition ; whether the exertion be 
made on external objects, or be confined to our mental opera- 
tions. Thus, we say the mind is active, when engaged in 
study. In ordinary discourse, indeed, we are apt to confound 
together action and motion. As the operations in the minds 
of other men escape our notice, we can judge of their activity 

* rContinued from Elements^ toI. i. ( Workt, vol. ii.) p. 38. And see there, p. xii.] 
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only from the sensible eflTects it produces ; and hence we are led 
to apply the character of Activity to those whose bodily acti- 
vity is the most remarkable ; and to distinguish mankind into 
two classes, the Active and the Speculative. In the present 
instance, the word Activity is used in its most extensive signi- 
fication, as applicable to every voluntary exertion. 

112. [According to this definition,] the primary sources of 
our activity, therefore, are the circumstances that influence the 
will. Of these, there are some which make a part of our con- 
stitution, and which, on that account, are called Active prin- 
ciples. Such are. Hunger, Thirst, Curiosity, Ambition, Pity, 
Besentment. The most important principles of this kind may 
be referred to the following heads. 

(1.) Appetites. \ 

(2.) Desires. > [Implanted Propensities.]* 

(3.) Affections.) 

(5.) The M^ Faculty. } ^^^"""^ Principles of Action.]* 



SECT. U. — OF OUR APPETITES. 

113. This class of our active principles is distinguished by 
the following circumstances. 

(1.) They take their rise from the body, and are common to 
us with the brutes. 

(2.) They are not constant, but occasional. 

(3.) They are accompanied with an uneasy sensation, which 
is strong or weak in proportion to the strength or weakness of 
the appetite.^ 

114. Our appetites are three in number: Hunger, Thirst, 
and the appetite of Sex. Of these, two were intended for the 
preservation of the individual ; the third, for the continuance 
of the species ; and without them, reason would have been in- 
sufficient for these important purposea 

115. Our appetites can, with no propriety, be called selfish^ for 
they are directed to their respective objects, as ultimate ends ; 

« 2d edit. ^ [HutcheBon.]— 1«< edU. 
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and they must all have operated, in the' first instance^ prior to 
any experience of the pleasure arising from their gratification. 
Self-love, too, is often sacrificed to appetite, when we indulge 
ourselves in an immediate enjoyment, which we know is likely 
to be attended with hurtful consequences. 

116. Beside our natural appetites, we have many acquired 
ones. Such are, an appetite for tobacco, for opium, and for in- 
toxicating liquors.^ In general, everything that stimulates the 
nervous system produces a subsequent languor, which gives rise 
to a desire of repetition. 

117. Our occasional propensities to action and to repose are, 
in many respects, analogous to our appetites. 

SECT, ni.— OF OUR DESIRES. 

118. These are distinguished from our appetites by the fol- 
lowing circumstancea 

(1.) They do not take rise from the body. 

(2.) They do not operate periodically, after certain intervals; 
and they do not cease upon the attainment of a particular 
object 

119. The most remarkable active principles belonging to 
this class are : 

(1.) The Desire of Knowledge ; or the Principle of Curiosity. 
(2.) The Desire of Society. 
(3.) The Desire of Esteem. 

(4.) The Desire of Power ; or the Principle of Ambition. 
(5.) The Desire of Superiority ; or the Principle of Emu- 
lation. 

I. THE DESIRE OF KNOWLEDGE. 

120. The principle of Curiosity appears, in children, at a 
very early period, and is commonly proportioned to the degree 
of capacity they possess. The direction too which it takes, is 
regulated by nature, according to the order of our wants and 

* ["QuomagUexifltentiam sentiant."— Tacitua [?— -&rf.] (epeaking of iayages).] 
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necessities ; being confined, in the first instance, exclusively to 
those properties of material objects, and those laws of the 
material world, an acquaintance with which is essential to the 
preservation of our animal existence. In more advanced years, 
it displays itself, in one way or another, in every individual ; 
and gives rise to an infinite diversity in their pursuits. [Phy- 
sical Causes — Mathematical — Historical — Natural History.] — 
let and 2d editt Whether this diversity be owing to natural 
predisposition, or to early education, it is of little consequence 
to determine; as, upon either supposition, a preparation is 
made for it in the original constitution of the mind, combined 
with the circumstances of our external situation. Its final 
cause is also sufficiently obvious ; as it is this which gives rise, 
in the case of individuals, to a limitation of attention and 
study; and lays the foundation of all the advantages which 
society derives from the division and subdivision of intellectual 
labour. 

121. The desire of knowledge is not a selfish principle. As 
the object of hunger is not happiness, but food ; so the object 
of curiosity is not happiness, but knowledge. — ["Est enim 
animorum, ingeniorumque naturale quoddam quasi pabulum 
consideratio, contemplatioque naturae."]* 

II. THE DESIRE OF SOCIETY. 

122. Abstracting from those affections which interest us in 
the happiness of others, and from all the advantages which we 
ourselves derive from the social union, we are led, by a natural 
and instinctive desire, to associate with our own species. This 
principle is easily discernible in the minds of children ; and it 
is common to man with many of the brutea 

123. After experiencing, indeed, the pleasures of social 
life ; the influence of habit, and a knowledge of the comforts 
inseparable from society, contribute greatiy to strengthen the 
instinctive desire : and hence some authors have been induced 
to display their ingenuity, by disputing its existence. What- 
ever opinion we form on this speculative question, the desire of 

* [Cicero, Qvaest. Acad. lib. iv. c. xli.] 
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society is equally entitled to be ranked among the natural and 
universal principles of our constitution. 

124. How very powerfully this principle of action operates, 
appears from the ^ects of solitude upon the mind. We feel 
ourselves in an unnatural state ; and, by making companions 
of the lower animals, or by attaching ourselves to inanimate 
objects, strive to fill up the void of which we are conscious. 

126. The connexion between the Desire of Society and the 
Desire of Knowledge is very remarkable. The last of these 
principles is always accompanied with a wish to impart our 
information to others ; — insomuch, that it has been doubted if 
any man's curiosity would be sufficient to engage him in a 
course of persevering study, if he were entirely cut off from 
the prospect of social intercourse.^ In this manner, a beautiful 
provision is made for a mutual communication, among mankind, 
of their intellectual attainments. 

lU. THE DESIRE OF ESTEEM. 

126. This principle discovers itself, at a very early period, in 
infants ; who, long before they are able to reflect on the ad- 
vantages resulting from the good opinion of others, and even 
before they acquire the use of speech, are sensibly mortified by 
any expression of neglect or contempt. It seems, therefore, to 
be an original principle in our nature; that is, it does not 
appear to be resolvable into reason and experience, or into any 
other principle more general than itself. An additional proof 
of this is, the very powerful influence it has over the mind ; — 
an influence more striking than that of any other active 
principle whatever. Even the love of life daily gives way 
to the desire of esteem ; and of an esteem, which, as it is 

* [" 8i quis in coelum ascendiBset, quoque dulcissimum est." • — " Nee me 

naturamque mundi, et pulcritudinem alia res delectabit, licet eximia sit et 

ndemm perspezisset, insuavem illam Balutaris, quam mihi uni sciturua aim. 

admirationem eifore; qtmjucandissima Si cum hac exceptione detur sapicntia, 

Ibisset, 0i aliqaem cm narraret, haba- at illam ioclasam tencam, nee enun- 

ifset. Sic natara solitariom nihil amat, ciem, rejiciam. Nullius boni, sine socio, 

semperque ad aliquod tamquam admini- jncunda possessio est."] f 
culmn annititmr: quod in amicissimo 

• [Oiowo. IH AmUcMa, a zxili.— EcL] t L8«o«oa. ^B^UL tL— fd] 
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only to affect our memories, cannot be supposed to interest 
our self-love. In what manner the association of ideas 
should manufacture, out of the other principles, of our con- 
stitution, a new principle stronger than them all, it is difficult 
to conceive. 

127. As our appetites of Hunger and Thirst, though not 
selfish principles, are yet immediately subservient to the pre- 
servation of the individual ; so the desire of Esteem, though 
not a social or benevolent principle, is yet immediately sub- 
servient to the good of society. 

IV. THE DESIRE OF POWER. 

128. Whenever we are led to consider ourselves as the 
authors of any effect, we feel a sensible pride of exultation, in 
the consciousness of Power ; and the pleasure is, in general, 
proportioned to the greatness of the effect, compared to the 
smallness of our exertion. 

129. The infant, while still on the breast, delights in exert- 
ing its little strength upon every object it meets with ; and is 
mortified when any accident convinces it of its own imbecility. 
The pastimes of the boy are, almost without exception, such as 
suggest to him the idea of his power : — ^and the same remark 
may be extended to the active sports, and the athletic exercises, 
of youth and of manhood. 

130. As we advance in years, and as our animal powers lose 
their activity and vigour, we gradually aim at extending our 
influence over others, by the superiority of fortune and of situa- 
tion, or by the still more flattering superiority of intellectual 
endowments ; by the force of our understanding ; by the extent 
of our information ; by the arts of persuasion, or the accom- 
plishments of address. What but the idea of power pleases 
the orator, in the consciousness of his eloquence; when he 
silences the reason of others by superior ingenuity ; bends to 
his purposes their desires and passions ; and, without the aid of 
force, or the splendour of rank, becomes the arbiter of the fate 
of nations ? 

131. To the same principle we may trace, in part, the plea- 
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sure arising from the discovery of general theorems. Every 
such discovery puts us in possession of innumerable particular 
truths, or particular facts ; and gives us a ready command of a 
great stock of knowledge to which we had not access before. 
The desire of power, therefore, comes, in the progress of reason 
and experience, to act as an auxiliary to our instinctive desire 
of knowledge. 

132. The idea of power is, partly at least, the foundation of 
our attachment to property. It is not enough for us to have 
the use of an object ; — ^we desire to have it completely at om 
own disposal, without being responsible to any person what- 
ever.^ 

133. Avarice is a particular modification of the desire of 
power, arising from the various functions of money in a com- 
mercial country. Its influence as an active principle is much 
strengthened by habit and association ; [and in consequence of 
being the immediate spring of action to the great body of the 
people, it often acquires a mastery over all our other passions, and 
survives in full vigour the extinction of the rest.]^ — 2d edit 

134. The love of liberty proceeds, in part, from the same 
source ; from a desire of being able to do whatever is agreeable 
to our own inclination. Slavery mortifies us, because it limits 
our power. 

135. Even the love of tranquillity and retirement has been 
resolved by Cicero into the same principle : — " Multi autem et 
sunt, et fuerunt, qui eam, quam dico, Tranquillitatcm cxpe- 
tentes, a negotiis publicis se removerint, ad otiumque perfuge- 

rint His idem propositum fuit, quod regibus, ut ne qua 

ve egerent, ne cui parerent, libertate uterentur ; cujus proprium 



^ [" There is an unspeakable pleasure 
in calling anything one^a oum; a free- 
hold, though it be but in ice and snow, 
will make the owner pleased in the pos- 
session, and stand in the defence of it/* 
— Addison's Freeholder. ]^Zd edit. 

' [Among the different subjects of 
speculation proposed by Bishop Berkeley 
in The Querist^ the two following occur : — 



" Whether the real end and aim of 
men be not Power? and whether he 
who could have everything else at his 
wish or will, would value money? 

" Whether the public aim in every 
well-governed state be not, that each 
member, according to his just preten- 
sions and industry, should have power?] 
^Ut and 3d editt. 
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est, sic vivere, ut velis. Quare, cum hoc commuDe sit potentias 
cupidorum cum iis, quos dixi, otiosis; alteri se adipisci id 
posse arbitrantur, si opes roagnas habeaut ; alteri, si contenti 
siut et suo, et parvo." * 

136. The idea of power is also, in some degree, the founda- 
tion of the pleasure of Virtue. We love to be at liberty to 
follow our own inclinations, without being subjected to the 
control of a superior; but this alone is not sufficient to our 
happiness. When we are led, by vicious habits, or by the force 
of passion, to do what reason disapproves, we are sensible of a 
mortifying subjection to the inferior principles of our nature, 
and feel our own littleness and weakness. A sense of freedom 
and independence, elevation of mind, and the pride of virtue, 
are the natural sentiments of the man who is conscious of being 
able, at all times, to calm the tumults of passion, and to obey 
the cool suggestions of duty and honour.^ 

V. THE DESIRE OF SUPERIORITY. 

137. Emulation has been sometimes classed with the Affec- 
tions ; but it seems more properly to fall under the definition 
of our Desirea It is, indeed, frequently accompanied "with ill- 
will towards our rivals ; but it is the desire of superiority which 
is the active piinciple, and the malevolent affection is only a 
concomitant circumstance. 

138. A malevolent affection is not even a necessary con- 
comitant of the desire of superiority. It is possible, surely, to 
conceive, (although the case may happen but rarely,) ihsA 
Emulation may take place between men who are united by the 
most cordial friendship, and without a single sentiment of ill- 
will disturbing their harmony. 



• [De Officii$t lib. i. c. xx.] 

* [" Quid est libertas ? Potestas viven- 
di nt velis. Qais igitur vivit ut vnlt, 
nisi qui recta sequitur, qui gaudet 
officio, cni vivendi via considerata atque 
proTisa est ; qui ne legibos quidem 
propter metom paret, sed eas sequitur 
atque colit, quod salutare maximd esse 



judicat : qui nihil dicit, nihil, facit, nihil 
cogitat denique, nisi libenter ac libere : 
cm'us omnia consilia, resque omnes quas 
gerit, ab ipso proficiscuntur, eodemque 
feruntur ; nee est ulla res quas plus apud 
eum polleat, quam ipsius Yoluntas atque 
judicium.**— Cicero, Paradoxa^ xlii.]— 
\8taiidZdediU. 
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139. When Emulation is accompanied with malevolent affec* 
tion, it assumes the name of Envy. The distinction between 
these two principles of action is accurately stated by Dr. Butler. 
" Emulation is merely the desire and hope of equality with, or 
of equality or superiority over others with whom we compare 
ourselves. .... To desire the attainment of this superiority, 
by the particular means of others being brought down to our 
own level, or below it, is, I think, the distinct notion of Envy. 
From whence it is easy to see, that the real end which the 
natural passion. Emulation, and which the unlawful one. Envy, 
aims at, is exactly the same, (namely, that of equality or supe- 
riority ;) and, consequently, that to do mischief is not the end 
of Envy, but merely the means ' it makes use of to attain its 
end."* — [" jEmulatio molestia quasdam, non quod alteri bona 
adsint, sed quod non etiam sibi. ^mulus se praeparat ad bona 
sibi adipiscenda ; invidus studet ut nee proximus haBC habeat. — 
Juvenes et magnanimi ad SBmulationem proclivL" — ^Aristotle-t 
— " Invidia turbulenta molestia, ob res secundas, non illius qui 
sit indignus, sed illius qui sit eequalis aut similia Invident 
homines iis qui ipsis tempore, et loco, et eetate et existimatione 
propinqui sunt. Idem est alienis malis gaudens ac invidus." — 
Aristotle.]! — 2d edit 

140. Some faint symptoms of Emulation may be remarked 
among the lower animals : but the effects it produces among 
them are perfectly insignificant. In our own race, it operates 
in an infinite variety of directions, and is one of the principal 
springs of human improvement. 



141. As we have artificial appetites, so we have also artificial 
desires. Whatever conduces to the attainment of any object of 
natural desire, is itself desired on account of its subserviency to 
this end ; and frequently comes, in process of time, to acquire, 
in our estimation, an intrinsic value. It is thus that wealth 
becomes, with many, an ultimate object of pursuit ; although it 

• [Botler'fl Sermofu — Upon Human i [Ibid., lib. ii. c. 13. Both of Goul- 

Nature^ f 19, note.] ston's translatioii, as I recollect] 

t [BheL, Ub. u. c 13.] 
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is undoubtedly valued at first, merely as the means of attaining 
other objecta In like manner, men are led to desire dress, 
equipage, retinue, furniture, on account of the estimation in 
which they are supposed to be held by the public. Such de- 
sires have been called, by Dr. Hutcheson, Secondary Desires.* 
Their origin is easily explicable, on the principle of Association. 

SECTION IV.— OF OUR AFFECTIONS. 

142. Under this title are comprehended all those active prin- 
ciples, whose direct and ultimate object is the communication 
either of enjoyment or of suflfering, to any of our fellow-crea- 
tures. According to this definition, Eesentment, Eevenge, 
Hatred, belong to the class of our afiections, as well as Grati- 
tude or Pity. Hence a distinction of the affections into Bene- 
volent and Malevolent. 

L OF THE BENEVOLENT AFFECTIONS. 

143. Our Benevolent affections are various ; and it would not, 
perhaps, be easy to enumerate them completely. The Parental 
and the Filial affections,^ — the affections of Kindred, — Love,^ — 
Friendship, — Patriotism, — Universal Benevolence, — Gratitude, 
— Pity to the distressed, — are some of the most important. Be- 
sides these, there are peculiar benevolent affections, excited by 
those moral qualities in other men, which render them either 
amiable, or respectable, or objects of admiration. 

144. In the foregoing enumeration, it is not to be understood 
that all the benevolent affections particularly specified, are 
stated as original principles, or ultimate facts in our constitu- 
tion. On the contrary, there can be little doubt, that several 
of them may be analyzed into the same general principle, dif- 
ferently modified according to the circumstances in which it 
operates. This, however, (notwithstanding the stress which has 
been sometimes laid upon it,) is chiefly a question of arrange- 

• [See Nature and Conduct of the Inquiry concerning Good and Evil, sect 
PaanonSt sect. i. § 2, p. 8, ed. 3.] i. art. 10 ; also sect. v. art. 1.] — 2d edit. 

* [Taylor's Elements, pp. 366, 374, « [Institution of Marriage.]— 1»< and 
d84,3QS.]-lstand3dedf*i. [Hutcheson's 3<i ediU. 
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ment. Whether we suppose these principles to be all ultimate 
facts, or some of them to be resolvable into other facts more 
general, they are equally to be regarded as constituent parts of 
human nature ; and, upon either supposition, we have equal 
reason to admire the wisdom with which that nature is adapted 
to the situation in which it is placed. The laws which regulate 
the acquired perceptions of Sight, are surely as much a part of 
our frame, as those which regulate any of our original percep- 
tions ; and although they require, for their development, a certain 
degree of experience and observation in the individual, the uni- 
formity of the result shows, that there is nothing arbitrary nor 
accidental in their origin. 

145. The question, indeed, concerning the origin of our dif- 
ferent affections, leads to some curious disquisitions ; but is of 
very subordinate importance to those inquiries which relate to 
their nature, and laws, and uses. In many philosophical sys- 
tems, however, it seems to have been considered as the most 
interesting subject of discussion connected with this part of the 
human constitution. 

146. To treat, in detail, of the nature, laws, and uses of our 
benevolent affections, is obviously inconsistent with the brevity 
of a treatise, confined by its plan to a statement of definitions 
and divisions, and of such remarks as are necessary for explain- 
ing the arrangement on which it proceeda The enumemtion 
already mentioned (§ 143) suggests an order according to which 
this subject may be treated in a course of lectures on Moral 
Philosophy. What follows is equally applicable to all the 
various principles which come under the general description. 

147. The exercise of all our kind affections is accompanied 
with an agreeable feeling or emotion. So much, indeed, of our 
happiness is derived from this source, that those authors whose 
object is to furnish amusement to the mind, avail themselves of 
these affections as one of the chief vehicles of pleasure. Hence 
the principal charm of tragedy, and of every other species of 
pathetic composition. How far it is of use to separate, in this 
manner, " the luxury of pity" from the opportunities of active 
exertion, may perhaps be doubted. 
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148. The pleasures of kind affection are not confined to the 
virtuous. They mingle also with our criminal indulgences ; 
and often mislead the young and thoughtless, by the charms 
they impart to vice and to folly. 

149. Even when these affections are disappointed in the 
attainment of their objects, there is a degree of pleasure mixed 
with the pain: — and sometimes the pleasure greatly predo- 
minates. 

150. The final cause of the agreeable emotion connected with 
the exercise of Benevolence, in all its various modes, was evi- 
dently to induce us to cultivate, with peculiar care, a class of 
our active principles so immediately subservient to the happi- 
ness of human society. 

151. Notwithstanding, however, the pleasure arising from 
the indulgence of the benevolent affections, these affections have 
nothing selfish in their origin — as has been fully demonstrated 
by different writers. This conclusion, although contrary to the 
systems of many philosophers, both ancient and modem, is not 
only agreeable to the obvious appearance of the fact, but is 
strongly confirmed by the analogy of the other active powers 
already considereA 

152. We have found, that the preservation of the individual, 
and the continuation of the species, are not intrusted to Self- 
love and Beason alone ; but that we are endowed with various 
appetites, which, without any refiection on our part, impel us 
to their respective objects. We have also found, with respect 
to the acquisition of knowledge, (on which the perfection of the 
individual, and the improvement of the species, essentially de- 
pend,) that it is not entrusted solely to Self-love and Benevo- 
lence ; but that we are prompted to it by the implanted prin- 
ciple of Curiosity. It farther appeared, that, in addition to our 
sense of duty, another incentive to worthy conduct is provided 
in the desire of Esteem, which is not only one of our most 
powerful principles of action, but continues to operate in full 
force, to the last moment of our being. Now, as men were 
plainly intended to live in society, and as the social union could 
not subsist without a mutual interchange of good offices ; would 
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it not be reasonable to expect, agreeably to the analogy of our 
nature^ that so important an end would not be intrusted solely 
to the slow deductions of Reason, or to the metaphysical refine- 
ments of Self-love ; but that some provision would be made for 
it in a particular class of active principles which might operate, 
like our appetites and desires, independently of our reflection ? 
To say this of Parental Affection or of Pity, is saying nothing 
more in their favour than what was affirmed of Hunger and 
Thirst ; that they prompt us to particular objects, without any 
reference to our own enjoyment 

IL OF THE MALEVOLENT AFFECTIONS. 

153. The names which are given to these in common dis- 
course are various; Hatred, Jealousy, Envy, Revenge, Mis- 
anthropy ; but it may be doubted, if there be any principle of 
this land, implanted by nature, in the mind, excepting the 
principle of Resentment ; the others being grafted on this stock, 
by our erroneous opinions and criminal habits. 

154. Resentment has been distinguished into Instinctive and 
Deliberate. The former operates in man exactly as in the 
lower animals, [arising necessarily from any feeling of pain 
excited by external objects ; and prompting us to a retaliation 
on the cause of our suffering, without any exercise whatever of 
reflection or reason,]* and was plainly intended to guard us 
against sudden violence, [by rousing the powers both of mind 
and body to active exertion,] f in cases where reason would come 
too late to our assistance. This species of resentment subsides, 
as soon as we are satisfied that no injury was intended. 

155. Deliberate Resentment is excited only by intentional 
injury ; and, therefore, implies a sense of justice, or of moral 
good and evil. [It is plainly peculiar to a rational nature ; 
and perhaps, it is not very distinguishable from Instinctive or 
Animal Resentment in the ruder state of our own species. It 
is observed by Robertson, that " the desire of vengeance which 
takes possession of the heart of savages, resembles the instinc- 
tive rage of an animal, rather than the passion of a man, and 

• lit and 2d editt. f Ut edit 
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that it turns with undiscerning fury, even against inanimate 
objects.'' He adds, "that if struck with an arrow in battle, 
they will tear it from the wound, break and bite it with their 
teeth, and dash it on the ground."*] — 1st edit 

156. The Eesentment excited by an injury offered to another 
person, is properly called Indignation. In both cases, the prin- 
ciple of action seems to be fundamentally the same; and to 
have for its object, not the communication of suffering to a sen- 
sitive being, but the punishment of injustice and cruelty. 

157. As all the benevolent affections are accompanied with 
pleasant emotions, so all the malevolent affections are sources 
of pain and disquiet. This is true even of Eesentment ; how 
justly soever it may be roused by the injurious conduct of 
others. ["When we consider that, on the one hand, every 
benevolent affection is pleasant in its nature, is health to the 
soul, and a cordial to the spirits ; that nature has made even 
the outward expression of benevolent affections in the counten- 
ance, pleasant to every beholder, and the chief ingredient of 
beauty in the human face divine ; that, on the other hand, 
every malevolent affection, not only in its faulty excesses, but 
in its moderate degrees, is vexation and disquiet to the mind, 
and even gives deformity to the countenance, it is evident that, 
by these signals, nature loudly admonishes us to use the former 
as our daily bread, both for health and pleasure, but to consider 
the latter as a nauseous medicine, which is never to be taken 
without necessity ; and even then in no greater quantity than 
the necessity requires.'' — Eeid.f] — 1st edit. 



158. In the foregoing review of our active powers, no men- 
tion has been made of our passions. The truth is, that this 
word does not, in strict propriety, belong exclusively to any one 
class of these principles ; but is applicable to all of them, when 
they are suffered to pass the bounds of moderation. In such 
cases, a sensible agitation or commotion of the body is produced ; 

* [History of America.] 

-f [On the Active Powers^ Essay III. cbap. v. — Works, p. 570.] 
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our reason is disturbed ; we lose, in some measure, the power 
of self-command, and are hurried to action by an almost irre- 
sistible impulse. Ambition, the desire of Fame, Avarice, Com- 
passion, Love, Gratitude, Resentment, Indignation, may all, in 
certain circumstances, be entitled to this appellation. When 
we speak o{ passion in general, we commonly mean the passion 
of Besentment; probably because this affection disturbs the 
reason more, and leaves us less the power of 6elf-govemmenty 
than any other active principle of our nature. 

SECT, v.— OF SELF-LOVE. 

159. The constitution of man, if it were composed merely of 
the active principles hitherto mentioned, would be analogous to 
that of the brutes. His reason, however, renders his nature 
and condition, on the whole, essentially different from their& 

160. They are incapable of looking forward to consequences, 
or of comparing together the difierent gratifications of which 
they are susceptible ; and accordingly, as far as we are able to 
perceive, they yield to every present impulse. But man is able 
to take a comprehensive survey of his various principles of 
action, and to form a plan of conduct for the attainment of his 
favourite objects. Every such plan implies a power of refusing 
occasionally to particular active principles, the gratification 
which they demand. 

161. According to the particular active principle which in- 
fluences habitually a man's conduct, his character receives its 
denomination of Covetous, Ambitious, Studious, or Voluptuous ; 
and his conduct is more or less systematical, as he adheres to 
his general plan with steadiness or inconstancy. 

162. A systematical steadiness in the pursuit of a particular 
end, while it is necessary for the complete gratification of our 
ruling passion, is far more favourable to the general improve- 
ment of the mind, than the dissipation of attention resulting 
from an undecided choice, among the various pursuits which 
human life presents to u& Even the systematical voluptuary is 
able to command a much greater variety of sensual indulgences, 

VOU VI. B 



18 OUTLINES OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY. — PART IL 

and to continue them to a much more advanced age, than the 
thoughtless profligate ; and how low soever the objects may be 
which occupy his thoughts, they seldom fail, by engaging them 
habitually in one direction, to give a certain degree of cultiva- 
tion to his intellectual faculties. 

163. The only exception, perhaps, which can be mentioned 
to the last remark, is in the case of those men whose leading 
principle of action is Vanity ; and who, as their rule of con- 
duct is borrowed from without, must, in consequence of this 
very circumstance, be perpetually wavering and inconsistent in 
their pursuits. Accordingly, it will be found, that such men, 
although they have frequently performed splendid actions, have 
seldom risen to eminence in any one particular career, unless 
when, by a rare concurrence of accidental circumstances, this 
career has been steadily pointed out to them through the whole 
of their lives, by public opinion. 

164. A systematical conduct in life, invariably directed to 
certain objects, is more favourable to happiness, than one which 
is influenced merely by occasional inclination and appetite. — 
[Shaftesbury.] — 1st and 3d editt Even the man who is de- 
cidedly and uniformly unprincipled, is free from much of the 
disquiet which disturbs the tranquillity of those whose charac- 
ters are more mixed, and more inconsistent. 

165. There is another, and very important respect, in which 
the nature of man differs from that of the brutes. He is able 
to avail himself of his past experience, in avoiding those 
enjoyments which he knows will be succeeded by suffering; 
and in submitting to lesser evils, which he knows are to be 
instrumental in procuring him a greater accession of good. 
He is able, in a word, to form the general notion of happi- 
ness, and to deliberate about the most effectual means of 
attaining it 

166. It is implied in the very idea of happiness, that it is a 
desirable object ; and therefore, self-love is an active principle 
very different from those which have been hitherto considered. 
These, for aught we know, may be the effect of arbitrary 
appointment ; and they have, accordingly, been called implanted 
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principles. The desire of happiness may be called a rational 
principle of action ; being peculiar to a rational nature^ and 
inseparably connected with it 

167. In prefixing to this section the title of self-love, the 
ordinary language of modern philosophy has been followed. 
The expression, however, is exceptionable; as it suggests an 
anal(^ (where there is none in fact) between that regard 
which every rational being must necessarily have to his own 
happiness, and those benevolent affections which attach us to 
our fellow-creatures — [tiXavria.] — let edit. The similarity, 
too, between the words self-love and selfishness, has introduced 
much confusion into ethical disquisitions. 

168. The word selfishness is always used in an unfavourable 
sense ; and hence some authors have been led to suppose, that 
vice consists in an excessive regard to our own happiness. It 
is remarkable, however, that although we apply the epithet 
selfish to avarice, and to low and private sensuality, we never 
apply it to the desire of knowledge or to the pursuits of virtue, 
which are certainly sources of more exquisite pleasure than 
riches or sensuality can bestow. 

169. The truth will probably be found, upon examination, 
to be this ; that the word selfishness, when applied to a pur- 
suit, has no reference to the motive from which the pursuit 
proceeds, but to the effect it has on the conduct Neither our 
animal appetites, nor avarice, nor curiosity, nor the desire of 
moral improvement, arise from self-love; but some of these 
active principles disconnect us with society more than others ; 
and consequently, though they do not indicate a greater regard 
for our own happiness, they betray a greater unconcern for the 
happiness of our neighboura The pursuits of the miser have 
no mixture whatever of the social affections ; — on the contrary, 
they continually lead him to state his own interest in opposi- 
tion to that of other men. The enjoyments of the sensualist 
all expire within his own person; and, therefore, whoever is 
habitually occupied in the search of them, must of necessity 
neglect the duties which he owes to mankind. It is otherwise 
with the desire of knowledge, which is always accompanied 
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with a strong desire of social communication ; and with the 
love of moral excellence, which, in its practical tendency, coin- 
cides so remarkably with benevolence, that many authors have 
attempted to resolve the one principle into the other. 

170. That the word selfishness is by no means synonymous 
with a regard to our own happiness, appears farther from this, 
that the blame we bestow on those pursuits which are com- 
monly called selfish, is founded, partly, on the sacrifice they 
imply of our true interest, to the inferior principles of our 
nature. When we see, for example, a man enslaved by his 
animal appetites ; so far from considering him as under 
the influence of an excessive self-love, we piiy and despise 
him for neglecting the higher enjoyments which are placed 
within his reach. 

SECTION VI.— OF THE MORAL FACULTY. 

ARTICLE FIRST. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE MORAL FACULTY, 

TENDING CmEFLY TO SHEW THAT IT IS AN ORIGINAL PRINCIPLE OF 
OUR NATURE, AI^D NOT RESOLVABLE INTO ANY OTHER PRINCIPLE OR 
PRINCIPLES MORE SIMPLE. 

171. The facts alluded to in the last paragraph of the fore- 
going section, have led some philosophers to conclude, that 
Virtue is merely a matter of prudence, and that a sense of duty 
is but another name for a rational self-love, [or an enlightened 
regard to our own interest.] — 2d edit. This view of the sub- 
ject was far from being unnatural ; for we find, that these two 
principles, in general, lead to the same course of action ; and 
we have every reason to believe, that if our knowledge of the 
universe were more extensive, they would be found to do so 
in all instances whatever. [Accordingly — ^Ancient moralists 
— Sense of Duty as resolvable into the whole of Ethics — 
Supreme good.] — Ist and 2d editt. 

172. That we have, however, a sense of duty which is not 
resolvable into a regard to our happiness, appears from various 
considerationa 

(1.) There are, in all languages, words, equivalent to Duty 
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and to Interest, which men have constantly distinguished in 
their signification. They coincide, in general, in their appli- 
cations, but they convey very difierent ideas. [Honestum et 
Utile — I^ KoKov — KodfjKov — Reasonable; acknowledged even 
by those who do so inconsistently.] — let edit 

(2.) The emotions arising from the contemplation of what is 
right or vmmg in conduct, are difierent, both in degree and in 
kind, firom those which are produced by a calm regard to our 
own happiness. This is particularly remarkable in the emo- 
tions excited by the moral conduct of others ; for such is the 
infiuence of self-deceit, that few men judge with perfect fair- 
ness of their own actions. The emotions excited by characters 
exhibited in histories and in novels, are sometimes still more 
powerful than what we experience from similar qualities dis- 
played in the circle of our acquaintance, because the judgment 
is less apt to be warped by partiality or by prejudice. The 
representations of the stage, however, afibrd the most favour- 
able of all opportunities for observing their efiects. As every 
species of Enthusiasm operates most forcibly when men are col- 
lected in a crowd, our moral feelings are exhibited on a larger 
ecale in the theatre than in the closet And accordingly, the 
slightest hint suggested by the poet, raises to transport the 
passions of the audience, and forces involuntary tears from men 
of the greatest reserve, and the most correct sense of propriety. 

(3.) Although philosophers have shewn that a sense of duty, 
and an enlightened regard to our own happiness, conspire, in 
most instances, to give the same direction to our conduct, so as 
to put it beyond a doubt, that, even in this world, a virtuous 
life is true wisdom ; yet this is a truth by no means obvious to 
the conmion sense of mankind, but deduced from an extensive 
view of human affairs, and an accurate investigation of the 
remote consequences of our different actions. 

It is from experience and refiection, therefore, that we learn 
the tendency of virtue to advance our worldly prosperity ; and, 
consequently, the great lessons of morality, which are obvious 
to the capacity of all mankind, cannot have been suggested to 
them merely by a regard to their own interest 
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(4.) The same conclusioa is strongly coDfirmed by the early 
period of life at which our moral judgments make their appear- 
ance ; — long before children are able to form the general notion 
of happiness, and indeed in the very infancy of their reason. 

173. In order to elude the force of some of the foregoing 
arguments, it has been supposed that the rules of morality 
were, in the first instance, brought to light by the sagacity of 
philosophers and politicians, and that it is only in consequence 
of the influence of education that they appear to form an 
original part of the human constitution. — The diversity of 
opinions among different nations, with respect to the morality 
of particular actions, has been considered as a strong confirma- 
tion of this doctrine. 

174. But the power of education, although great, is confined 
within certain limits ; for it is by co-operating with the natural 
principles of the mind, that it produces its effecta Nay, this 
very susceptibility of education, which is acknowledged to 
belong universally to the race, presupposes the existence of 
certain principles which are common to all mankind. 

175. The influence of education, in diversifying the appear- 
ances which human nature exhibits, depends on that law of 
our constitution which was formerly called the Association of 
Ideas : And this law supposes, in every instance, that there are 
opinions and feelings essential to the human frame, by a com- 
bination with which external circumstances lay hold of the 
mind, and adapt it to its accidental situation. 

176. Education may vary, in particular cajses, the opinions 
of individuals with respect to the beautiful and the sublime. 
But education could not create our notions of Beauty or Defor- 
mity, of Grandeur or Meanness. In like manner, education 
may vary our sentiments with respect to particular actions, but 
could not create our notions of Eight and Wrong, of Merit 
and Demerit 

177. The historical facts which have been alleged to prove 
that the moral judgments of mankind are entirely factitious, 
will be found, upon examination, to be either the effects of mis- 
representation ; or to lead to a conclusion directly the reverse 
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of what has been drawn from them : — proper allowance being 
made, Ist^ For the different circumstances of mankind in 
different periods of society ; — 2cRy, For the diversity of their 
speculative opinions ; — and 3oBy, For the different moral im- 
port of the same action, under different systems of external 
behaviour. 

178. All these doctrines, how erroneous soever, have been 
maintained by writers not unfriendly to the interests of 
morality. But some licentious moralists have gone much 
farther, and have attempted to shew, that the motives of all 
men are fundamentally the same, and that what we commonly 
call Virtue is mere Hypocrisy. 

179. The disagreeable impression which such representations 
of human nature leave on the mind, affords a sufficient refuta- 
tion of their truth. If there be really no essential distinction 
between virtue and vice, whence is it that we conceive one class 
of qualities to be more excellent and meritorious than another ? 
Why do we consider Pride, or Vanity, or Selfishness, to be 
less worthy motives for our conduct, than disinterested Patriot- 
ism, or Friendship, or a determined adherence to what we 
believe to be our duty? Why does our species appear to 
us less amiable in one set of philosophical systems than in 
another ? 

180. It has been a common error among licentious moralists, 
to confound the question concerning the actual attainments of 
mankind, with the question concerning the reality of moral 
distinctions ; and to substitute a satire on vice and folly, in- 
stead of a philosophical account of the principles of our consti- 
tution. Admitting the picture which has been sometimes 
drawn of the real depravity of the world to be a just one, the 
gloom and dissatisfaction which it leaves on the mind are suf- 
ficient to demonstrate that we are formed with the love and 
admiration of moral excellence, and that this is enjoined to us 
as the law of our natura " Hypocrisy itself,'' as Bochefoucault 
has remarked, " is a homage which vice renders to virtue."* 

* [Maximea.] 
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ARTICLE SECOND. — ^ANALYSIS OF OUR MORAL PERCEPTIONS 

AND EMOTIONS. 

181. After establishing the universality of moral perception 
as an essential part of the human constitution, the next ques- 
tion that occurs, is, how our notions of Bight and Wrong are 
formed ? Are we to refer them to a particular principle in our 
nature, appropriated to the perception of these qualities, as our 
external senses are appropriated to the perception of the qualities 
of matter ? — or are they perceived by the same intellectual power 
which discovers truth in the abstract sciences? — or are they 
resolvable into other notions still more simple and general 
than themselves? All these opinions have been maintained 
by authors of eminence. — [Cudworth and Clarke, Hutcheson, 
Smith.] — 2d edit. In order to form a judgment on the point 
in dispute, it is necessary to analyze the state of our minds when 
we are spectators of any good or bad action .performed by 
another person, or when we reflect on the actions performed 
by ourselves. On such occasions we are conscious of three 
different things. 

(1.) The perception of an action as Bight or Wrong. 
(2.) An emotion of pleasure or of pain; varying in its 
degree, according to the acuteness of our moral sensibility. 
(3.) A perception of the merit or demerit of the agent 

I, OF THE PERCEPTION OF RIGHT AND WRONG. 

182. The controversy concerning the origin of our moral 
ideas, took its rise in modern times in consequence of the writ- 
ings of Mr. Hobbes. According to him, we approve of virtuous 
actions, or of actions beneficial to society, from self-love ; as we 
know, that whatever promotes the interest of society, has, on 
that very account, an indirect tendency to promote our own. — 
He farther taught, that, as it is to the institution of govern- 
ment we are indebted for all the comforts and the confidence 
of social life, the laws which the civil magistrate enjoins are 
the ultimate standards of morality. 

183. Dr. Cudworth,* who, in opposition to the system of Mr. 

* [Immutable MordJUy^ passim.] 
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Hobbes, first shewed in a satisfactory manner that our ideas of 
Bight and Wrong are not derived from positive law, referred 
the origin of these ideas to the power which distinguishes truth 
from falsehood ; and it became, for some time, the fashionable 
language among moralists to say, that virtue consisted, not in 
obedience to the law of a superior, but in a conduct conformable 
to Beason. — [As this doctrine of Cvdworth has been a fruitful 
subject of controversy among philosophers ever since his time, 
I have stated my own ideas with respect to it at such length in 
the OtUlines as to render it unnecessary for me to offer Aere, 
[in Lecture,] any conmieDt on the remaining §§ of this Article. 
I shall therefore do little more than read them for the sake of 
connexion.] — 2d edit, 

184. At the time that Cudworth wrote, no accurate classifi- 
cation had been attempted, of the principles of the human 
mind. His account of the office of Beason, accordingly, in 
enabling us to perceive the distinction between right and wrong, 
passed without censure, and was understood merely to imply, 
that there is an eternal and inmiutable distinction between 
right and wrong, no less than between truth and falsehood; 
and that both these distinctions are perceived by our rational 
powers, or by those powers which raise us above the brutes. 

185. The publication of Locke's Essay introduced into this 
part of science a precision of expression unknown before, and 
taught philosophers to distinguish a variety of powers which 
had formerly been very generally confounded. With these 
great merits, however, his work has capital defects ; and, per- 
haps, in no part of it are these defects more important, than in 
the attempt he has made to deduce the origin of our knowledge 
entirely from Sensation and Beflection. These, according to 
him, are the sources of all our simple ideas; and the only 
power that the mind possesses, is to perform certain operations 
of Analysis, Combination, Comparison, &c., on the materials 
with which it is thus supplied. 

186. This system led Mr. Locke to some dangerous opinions, 
concerning the nature of moral distinctions ; which he seems 
to have considered as the offspring of Education and Fashion. 
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Indeed, if the words Right and Wrong neither express simple 
ideas, nor relations discoverable by reason, it will not be found 
easy to avoid adopting this conclusion.* 

187. In order to reconcile Locke's account of the origin of 
our ideas, with the immutability of moral distinctions, different 
theories were proposed concerning the nature of Virtue. Ac- 
cording to one, for example, it was said to consist in a conduct 
conformable to the Fitness of things : According to another, 
in a conduct conformcMe to Truth, — ^The great object of all 
these theories may be considered as the same; — to remove 
Bight and Wrong from the class of simple ideas, and to re- 
solve moral rectitude into a conformity with some relation per- 
ceived by reason or the understanding. 

188. Dr. Hutcheson saw clearly the vanity of these attempts, 
and hence he was led, in compliance with the language of 
Locke's philosophy, to refer the origin of our moral ideas to a 
particular power of perception, to which he gave the name of 
the Moral Sense. " All the ideas, (says he,) or the materials 
of our reasoning or judging, are received by some immediate 
powers of perception, internal or external, which we may call 
Senses. .... Seasoning or Intellect seems to raise no new 
species of ideas, but to discover or discern the Relaiions of 

those receiveA^t 

189. According to this system, as it has been commonly ex- 
plained, our perceptions of right and wrong are impressionSy 
which our minds are made to receive from particular actions ; 
similar to the relishes and aversions given us for particular 
objects of the external or internal senses. — [That this was 
Hutcheson's own idea, appears from the following passage, in 
which he endeavours to obviate some dangerous notions sup- 
posed to follow from his doctrine : — " But let none imagine, 
that calling the ideas of Virttie and Vice Perceptions of a 
SensCy upon apprehending the actions and affections of another, 
does diminish their reality, more than the like assertions con- 

** [Essay t B. I. ch. iii. § 1, seq. ; B. II. aionSt <She. — lUttstraiions on the Moral 
ch. xxviii. § 4, seq.^ t)t alibi.] SensCf sect. i. p. 241, 3d edit] 

t [Essay on the Nature of the Pas- 
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oerning all Pleasure and Pain, Happiness or Misery," &c * 
Mr. Hume, whose philosophy coincides in this respect with 
Hutcheson's, says still more explicitly : — " As virtue is an end, 
and desirable on its own account, without fee or reward, merely 
for the immediate satisfaction which it conveys ; it is requisite 
that there should be some sentiment which it touches ; some 
internal taste or feeling, or whatever you please to call it, which 
distinguishes moral good and evil, and which embraces the one 
and rejects the other," &c.t In the passage now quoted from 
Hume — slight hint — but in some other passages, openly and 
avowedly. The words Right and Wrong (according to him) 
signify, &c.— See § 190.]— 2(i! edit, 

190. From the hypothesis of a moral sense, various sceptical 
conclusions have been deduced by later writers. The words 
Bight and Wrong, it has been alleged, signify nothing in the 
objects themselves to which they are applied, any more than 
the words sweet and bitter, pleasant and painful ; but only cer- 
tain effects in the mind of the spectator. As it is improper, 
therefore, (according to the doctrines of modem philosophy,) 
to say of an object of taste, that it is sweet ; or of heat, that it 
is in the fire ; so it is equally improper to say of actions, that 
they are right or wrong. It is absurd to speak of morality 
as a thing independent and unchangeable; inasmuch as it 
arises from an arbitrary relation between our constitution and 
particular objects. — [" The distinction of moral good and evil 
is founded on the pleasure or pain which results from the 
view of any sentiment or character ; and, as that pleasure or 
pain cannot be unknown to the person who feels it, it follows 
that there is just so much Vice or Virtue in any character as 
every one places in it, and that it is impossible, in this parti- 
cular, we can ever be mistaken." J] — 2d edit, 

191. In order to avoid these supposed consequences of Dr. 
Hutcheson's philosophy, an attempt has been made by some 
later writers, in particular by Dr. Price, to revive the doctrines 

* [lUuttrationa upon the Moral | [TVeo/ife o/ JJumon ^oiure, Book 
8eH9t, sect. iv. p. 288, 3d edit.] III. part ii. | 8.] 

t [Etioya, Vol. IL App. i. | 6.] 
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of Dr. Cudworth, and to prove, that moral distinctions, being 
perceived by reason or the understanding, are equally immuta- 
ble with all other kinds of truth. 

192. This is the most important question that can be stated, 
with respect to the theory of morals. The obscurity in which 
it is involved arises chiefly from the use of indefinite and am- 
biguous terms. 

193. That moral distinctions are perceived by a sense, is 
implied in the definition of a sense which Dr. Hutcheson has 
given, (§ 188 :) provided it be granted, (as Dr. Price has done 
explicitly,*) that the words Bight and Wrong express simple 
ideas, or ideas incapable of analysis. 

194. It may be farther observed, in justification of Dr. 
Hutcheson, that the sceptical consequences deduced from a 
supposition of a moral sense, do not necessarily result from it 
Unfortunately, most of his illustrations were taken from the 
secondary qualities of matter, which, since the time of Des- 
cartes, philosophers have been, in general, accustomed to refer 
to the mind, and not to the external object. But if we suppose 
our perception of Bight and Wrong to be analogous to the per- 
ception of Extension and Figure, and other primary qualities, 
the reality and immutability of moral distinction seems to be 
placed on a foundation sufficiently satisfactory to a candid 
inquirer, (§§ 31 and 32.) 

195. The definition, however, of a Sense, which Hutcheson 
has given, is by &r too general, and was plainly suggested to 
him by Locke's account of the origin of our ideas, (§ 185.) 
The words Cause and Effect, Duration, Number, Equality, 
Identity, and many others, express simple ideas, as well as the 
words Bight and Wrong ; and yet it would surely be absurd to 
ascribe each of them to a particular power of perception. — Not- 
withstanding this circumstance, as the expression Moral Sense 
has now the sanction of use, and as, when properly explained, 
it cannot lead to any bad consequences, it may be still retained 
without inconvenience, in ethical disquisitions. — [Sensus Recti 
et Honesti.'] — 2d edit. 

* [Beview of the principal Questions in Morals^ Ch. I. Beet. iii. p. 59, seq.] 
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196. To what part of our constitution, then, shall we ascribe 
the origin of the ideas of Bight and Wrong ? Price says, — to 
the Understanding ; and endeavours to shew, in opposition to 
Locke and his followers, that ^^ the power which understands, 
or the faculty that discerns truth, is a source of new ideas/'* 

197. This controversy turns chiefly on the meaning of words. 
The origin of our ideas of right and wrong, is manifestly the 
same with that of the other simple ideas already mentioned ; 
and whether it be referred to the understanding or not, seems 
to be a matter of mere arrangement ; provided it be granted, 
that the words Right and Wrong express qualities of actions, 
and not merely a power of exciting certain agreeable or dis- 
agreeable emotions in our minds. 

198. It may perhaps obviate some objections against the 
language of Cudworth and Price, to remark, that the word 
Reason is used in senses which are extremely differentf Some- 
times to express the whole of those powers which elevate man 
above the brutes, and constitute his rational nature ; — more 
especially, perhaps, his intellectual powers. Sometimes to ex- 
press the power of deduction or argumentation. The former is 
the sense in which the word is used in common discourse ; and 
it is in this sense that it seems to be employed by those writers 
who refer to it the origin in our moral ideas. Their anta- 
gonists, on the other hand, understand, in general, by Reason, 
the power of deduction or argumentation ; a use of the word 
which is not unnatural, from the similarity between the words 
Reason and Reasoning, but which is not agreeable to its or- 
dinary meaning. '^ No hypothesis (says Dr. Campbell) hitherto 
invented, hath shewn that, by means of the discursive faculty, 
without the aid of any other mental power, we could ever ob- 
tain a notion of either the beautiful or the good."^ The remark 
is undoubtedly true, and may be applied to all those systems 
which ascribe to Reason the origin of our moral ideas, if the 
expressions. Reason and Discursive Faculty, be used as synony- 

• [Beview of the principal QuuHom, <tc. in Morals, Cbap. I. sect. ii. p. 19.] 

t See JElenmU, Vol. IL ( Works, toI. iii.) pp. 6-12. 

> PkOMOj^ qfmdorie, Vol. L p, 204. [Book L chap. Tii. | 4» note.] 
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moua But if the word Beason be used iu a more general sense, 
to denote merely our rational and intellectual nature, there does 
not seem to be much impropriety in ascribing to it the origin of 
those simple notions, which are not excited in the mind by the 
immediate operation of the senses; but which arise in consequence 
of the exercise of the intellectual powersupon theirvariousobjects. 

199. A variety of intuitive judgments might be mentioned, 
involving simple ideas, which it is impossible to trace to any 
origin, but to the power which enables us to form these judg- 
ments. Thus, it is surely an intuitive truth, that the sensa- 
tions of which I am conscious, and all those I remember, 
belong to one and the same being, which I call myself. Here 
is an intuitive judgment involving the simple idea of Identity, 
In like manner, the changes which I perceive in the universe 
impress me with a conviction that some cause must have oper- 
ated to produce theuL Here is an intuitive judgment, involv- 
ing the simple idea of Cavsation, When we consider the 
adjacent angles made by a straight line standing upon another, 
and perceive that their sum is equal to two right angles, the 
judgment we form involves the simple idea of Equality, To 
say, therefore, that Beason or the Understanding is a source of 
new ideas, is not so exceptionable a mode of speaking as has 
been sometimes supposed. — According to Locke, Sense fur- 
nishes our ideas, and Reason perceives their agreements or dis- 
agreements. But the truth is, that these agreements and dis- 
agreements are, in many instances, simple ideas, of which no 
analysis can be given ; and of which the origin must there- 
fore be referred to Beason, according to Locke's own doctrine. 

200. The opinion we form, however, on this point, is of little 
moment, provided it be granted that the words Bight and 
Wrong express qualities of actions. When I say of an act of 
justice, that it is right ; do I mean merely that the act excites 
pleasure in my mind, as a particular colour pleases my eye, in 
consequence of a relation which it bears to my organ ? or do I 
mean to assert a truth which is as independent of my constitu- 
tion, as the equality of the three angles of a triangle to two 
right angles? Scepticism may be indulged in both cases^ 
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about mathematical and about moral truth: but in neither 
case does it admit of a refutation by argument 

201. The immutability of moral distinctions has been called 
in question, not only by sceptical writers, but by some philoso- 
phers who have adopted their doctrine, with the pious design 
of magnifying the perfections of the Deity.^ Such authors cer- 
tainly do not recollect, that what they add to his power and 
majesty, they take away from his moral attributes ; for if moral 
distinctions be not immutable and eternal, it is absurd to speak 
of the goodness or of the justice of God ; [and accordingly, these 
expressions are given up expressly by Paley, as phrases alto- 
gether nugatory and unmeaning. — See voL L p. 82.] — 1*^ edit. 

IL OF THE AGREEABLE AND DISAGREEABLE EMOTIONS ARISING 
FROM THE PERCEPTION OF WHAT 18 RIGHT AND WRONG IN 
CONDUCT ; [or, in OTHER WORDS, OF THE EMOTIONS EXCITED 
BY MORAL BEAUTY AND DEFORMITY.] — 2d edit 

202. It is impossible to behold a good action, without being 
conscious of a benevolent affection, either of love or of respect, 
towards the agent ; and consequently, as all our benevolent 
affections include an agreeable feeling, every good action must 
be a source of pleasure to the spectator. Beside this, other 
agreeable feelings, of order, of utility, of peace of mind, &c., 
come, in process of time, to be associated with the general idea 
of virtuous conduct 

203. Those qualities in good actions, which excite agreeable 
feelings in the mind of the spectator, form what some moralists 
have called the Beauty of Virtue. 

204. All this may be applied, mutcUia mutandis^ to explain 
what is meant by the Deformity of Vice. 

205. Our perception of moral beauty and deformity is plainly 

* [The names of eome theologians times, particularly Dr. Johnson, Soame 

who held this opinion, (during the dark Jenyns, and Mr. Paley. — I shall not 

ages,) are given by Cudworth ; and, I am answer ; because the reasoning has been 

■orry to say, that, so far from being anticipated and unanswerably refuted by 

completely exploded, it has misled the Cudworth.]— 1«^ edit. See ImmutahU 

speculations of some writers of consider- Morality ^ Book I. ch. i. §§ 1-5. — Ed, 
able genius and learning in our own 
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distinguishable from our perception of actions as right or 
wrong : But the distinction has been too little attended to by 
philosophers. Among the modems, in particular, some have 
confined their attention almost solely to our perception of 
actions as right or wrong ; and have thereby rendered their 
works abstract and uninteresting. Others, by dwelling exclu- 
sively on our perception of Moral Beauty and Deformity, have 
been led into enthusiasm and declamation, and have furnished 
licentious moralists with a pretext for questioning the immu- 
tability of moral distinctions. 

206. The emotions of pleasure and of pain arising from the 
contemplation of moral beauty and deformity, are so much 
more exquisite than any that are produced by the perception 
of material forms, that some philosophers have held, that the 
words Beauty and Sublimity express, in their literal significa- 
tion, the qualities of mind ; and that material objects affect us 
only by means of the moral ideas they suggest This was a 
favourite doctrine of the Socratic school, and has been sup- 
ported with great ingenuity by several modem writers. 

207. Whatever opinion we adopt on this speculative ques- 
tion, there can be no dispute about the fact, that good actions 
and virtuous characters form the most delightful of all objects 
to the human mind ; and that there are no charms in the ex- 
ternal universe so powerful as those which recommend to us 
the cultivation of the qualities that constitute the perfection 
and happiness of our nature. 

208. It was a leading object of the ancient moralists, to 
establish such a union between philosophy and the fine arts, 
as might add to the natural beauty of virtue every attraction 
which the imagination could impart The effect which might 
be produced in this way may be easily conceived, from the 
examples we daily see of the influence of association in conceal- 
ing the meanness and deformity of fashionable vices. 

III. OF THE PERCEPTION OF MERIT AND DEMERIT. 

209. The virtuous actions performed by other men, not only 
excite in our minds a benevolent affection towards them, or a 
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disposition to promote their happiness ; but impress us with a 
sense of the merit of the agenta We perceive them to be the 
proper objects of love and esteem, and that it is morally right 
that they should receive their reward. We feel ourselves called 
on to make their worth known to the world, in order to pro- 
cure them the favour and respect they deserve ; and if we allow 
it to remain secret, we are conscious of injustice, in suppress- 
ing the natural language of the heart. 

210. On the other hand, when we are witnesses of an act of 
selfishness, of cruelty, or of oppression — whether we ourselves 
are the sufferers or not — ^we are not only inspired with aversion 
and hatred towards the delinquent, but find it difficult to 
restrain our indignation from breaking loose against him. By 
this natural impulse of the mind, a check is imposed on the 
bad passions of individuals ; and a provision is made, even 
before the establishment of positive laws, for the good order of 
society. 

211. In our own case ; when we are conscious of doing well, 
we feel that we are entitled to the esteem and attachment of 
our fellow-creatures ; and we know, with the evidence of a per- 
ception, that we enjoy the approbation of the invisible witness 
of our conduct Hence it is that we have not only a sense of 
merit, but an anticipation of reward, and look forwards to the 
future with increased confidence and hope. 

212. The feelings of remorse which accompany the conscious- 
ness of guilt, involve, in like manner, a sense of ill-desert, and 
an anticipation of future punishment 

213. Although, however, our sense of merit and demerit must 
convince the philosopher of the connexion which the Deity has 
established between virtue and happiness, he does not proceed 
on the supposition, that, on particular occasions, miraculous 
interpositions are to be made in his favour. That virtue is, 
even in this world, the most direct road to happiness, he sees to 
be a fact ; but he knows that the Deity governs by general 
laws ; and when he feels himself disappointed in the attainment 
of his wishes, he acquiesces in his lot, and consoles himself with 
the prospect of futurity. It is an error of the vulgar to expect 

VOL. VI. c 
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that good or bad fortune are always to be connected, in parti- 
cular instances, with good or bad actions ; — a prejudice which 
is a source of much disappointment in human life, but of which 
the prevalence in all ages and countries affords a striking illus- 
tration of the natural connexion between the ideas of virtue 
and of merit 

ARTICLE THIRD.— OF MORAL OBLIGATION. 

214. According to some systems, moral obligation is founded 
entirely on our beUef that virtue is enjoined by the command 
of GknL But how, it may be asked, does this belief impose an 
obligation ? Only one of two answers can be given : — either, 
that there is a moral fitness that we should conform our will to 
that of the Author and the Grovemor of the universe ; or that 
a rational self-love should induce us, out of prudence, to study 
every means of rendering ourselves acceptable to the almighty 
Arbiter of happiness and misery. On the first supposition, we 
reason in a circle. We resolve our sense of moral obligation 
into our sense of religion ; and the sense of religion into that 
of moral obligation. 

215. The other system which makes virtue a mere matter of 
prudence, although not so obviously unsatisfactory, leads to con- 
sequences which sufficiently show that it is erroneous. Among 
others, it leads us to conclude, 1. That the disbelief of a future 
state absolves from all moral obligation, excepting in so far as 
we find virtue to be conducive to our present interest ; 2. That 
a being independently and completely happy, cannot have any 
moral perceptions, or any moral attributes. 

216. But farther, the notions of reward and punishment pre- 
suppose the notions of right and wrong. They are sanctions of 
virtue, or additional motives to the practice of it ; but they 
suppose the existence of some previous obligation. 

217. In the last place, if moral obligation be constituted by 
a regard to our situation in another life, how shall the existence 
of a future state be proved by the light of nature ? or how shall 
we discover what conduct is acceptable to the Deity ? The 
truth is, that the strongest argument for such a state is deduced 
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from our natural notions of right and wrong, of merit and de- 
merit ; and from a comparison between these and the general 
course of human affairs. 

218. It is absurd, therefore, to ask, why we are bound to 
practise virtue. The very notion of virtue implies the notion 
of obligation. Every being, who is conscious of the distinction 
between Bight and Wrong, carries about with him a law 
which he is bound to observe ; notwithstanding he may be in 
total ignorance of a future state. '^ What renders obnoxious to 
punishment, is not the foreknowledge of it, but merely the 
violating a known obligation." — Butler. — [T& fiev opffov vo/w^ 
earl SaaiKuctk*] — let edit, 

219. From what has been stated, it follows, that the moral 
faculty, considered as an active power of the mind, differs essen- 
tially from all the others hitherto enumerated. The least vio- 
lation of its authority fills us with remorse. On the contrary, 
the greater the sacrifices we make, in obedience to it« sug- 
gestions, the greater are our satisfaction and triumph. 

220. The supreme authority of conscience, although beauti- 
fully described by many of the ancient moralists, was not suffi- 
ciently attended to by modem writers, as a fundamental prin- 
ciple in the science of ethics, till the time of Dr. Butler. Too 
little stress is laid on it by Lord Shaftesbury ; and the omission 
is the chief defect of his philosophy. 

221. If this distinction between the moral faculty and our 
other active powers be acknowledged, it is of the less consequence 
what particular theory we adopt concerning the origin of our 
moral ideas : and accordingly Mr. Smith, though he resolves 
moral approbation ultimately into a feeling of the mind, repre- 
sents the supremacy of conscience as a principle which is equally 
essential to all the different systems that have been proposed on 
the subject. " Upon whatever we suppose our moral faculties 
to be founded, — whether upon a certain modification of reason, 

* [FUto, De Lege^ { 9.] bat neither in that chapter, nor in 

rrhe nearest approximation to this any other place of Butler's writings, 

passage is in the Analogy^ part i. ch. do I recollect, or at the moment am 

▼i^ entitled, " Of the opinion of Neces- I able to recoyer, the articulate quo- 

f^ oomidertd at influencing practice ;** tation.] 
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upon an original instinct, called a moral sense, or upon some 
other principle of our nature, it cannot be doubted that they 
were given us for the direction of our conduct in this life. They 
carry along with them the most evident badges of this autho- 
rity, which denote that they were set up within us to be the 
supreme arbiters of all our actions, to superintend all our senses, 
passions, and appetites, and to judge how far each of them was 
either to be indulged or restrained. It is the peculiar office of 
these faculties to judge, to bestow censure or applause upon all 
the other principles of our nature."* 

SECTION VII.— OF CERTAIN PRINCIPLES WHICH CO-OPERATB WITH 
OUR MORAL POWERS IN THEIR INFLUENCE ON THE CONDUCT.^ 

222. In order to secure still more completely the good order 
of society, and to facilitate the acquisition of virtuous habits, 
nature has superadded to our moral constitution a variety of 
auxiliary principles, which sometimes give rise to a conduct 
agreeable to the rules of morality, and highly useful to man- 
kind ; where the merit of the individual, considered as a moral 
agent, is extremely inconsiderable. Hence, some of them have 
been confounded with our moral powers, or even supposed to 
be of themselves sufficient to account for the phenomena of 
moral perception, by authors whose views of human nature 
have not been sufficiently comprehensive. The most important 
principles of this description are, — 1. A regard to Character ; 
2. Sympathy ; 3. The sense of the Eidiculous ; and, 4. Taste. 
The principle of Self-love (which was treated of in a former 
section [ch. i. § 5]) co-operates powerfully to the same purposes. 

L OF DECENCY, OR A REGARD TO CHARACTER. 

223. It was before observed, (126,) that the desire of esteem 
operates in children before they have a capacity of distinguish- 
ing right from wrong ; and that the former principle of action 
continues for a long time to be much more powerful than the 

* [TJteory of Moral Sentiments^ Part * [See Reynoldfl' Discourses, pp. 297- 

VI. sect. iii. Introd.] 299.]— 1st edit. 
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latter. Hence, it furnishes a most useful and efifectual engine 
in the business of education; more particularly, by training 
us early to exertions of self-command and self-denial. It 
teaches us, for example, to restrain our appetites within those 
bounds which decency prescribes, and thus forms us to habits 
of moderation and temperance. And, although our conduct 
cannot be denominated virtuous, so long as a regard to the 
opinion of others is our only motive, yet the habits we thus ac- 
quire in infancy and childhood render it more easy for us, as 
we advance to maturity, to subject our passions to the authority 
of reason and conscience.^ 

224. That our sense of duty is not resolvable into a desire 
of obtaining the good opinion of our fellow-creatures, may be 
inferred from the foUowing considerations :— 

(1.) The desire of esteem can only be effectually gratified by 
the actual possession of those qualities for which we wish to be 
esteemed ; — [insomuch that we are conscious of a sort of fraud 
or imposition on the world, when we receive praise which we 
know we do not deserve.] — 2c? edit, 

(2.) The merit of a virtuous action is always enhanced in the 
opinion of mankind, when it is discovered in those situations of 
life, where the individual cannot be suspected of any view to the 
applauses of the world. — [" Mihi quidem laudabiliora videntur 
omnia, quae sine venditatione et sine populo teste fiunt ; non 
quo fugiendus est, (omnia enim benefacta in luce se coUocari 
volunt,) sed tamen nullum theatrum virtuti conscientia majus 
est** — So far, therefore, are the desire of esteem and the sense 
of duty from being radically the same principle of action, that 
tiie former is only an auodliary to the latter ; and is always 
miderstood to diminish the merit of the agent, in proportion to 
the influence it has over his determinations. An additional 
proof of this may be derived from the miserable effects pro- 
duced on the conduct by the desire of fame when it is the 
sole or even the governing principle of our actions. In this 

* [Sach, I preeume, was the sentiment of SyUa^ in the anticipation which he 
fonned of the fntare character of Cassar.] — 2d edit. 

• [Cicero, Tiueul Disp. Lib. II. c. zzvi.] 
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case, indeed, it seldom fails to disappoint its own purpose, for 
a lasting fame is scarcely to be acquired without a steady and 
consistent conduct ; and such a conduct can only arise from a 
conscientious regard to the suggestions of our own breastfl. 
The pleasure therefore which a being capable of reflection 
derives from the possession oi farrve^ so far from being the 
original motive to worthy actions, presupposes the existence of 
other and higher motives in the mind.] — 2d edit. 

(3.) When a competition takes place between our sense of 
duty and a regard to public opinion, if we sacrifice the former 
to the latter, we are filled with remorse and self-condemnation, 
and the applauses of the multitude afford us but an empty and 
unsatisfactory recompense ; whereas a steady adherence to the 
right never fails to be its own reward, even when it exposes 
us to calumny and misrepresentation. — [These considerations 
sufficiently prove that a regard to character^ although a most 
useful auxiliary to our sense of duty, is no more than an 
avxiliary ; and that the two principles of action are essentially 
and radically distinct from each other.] — 2d edit 

II. OF SYMPATHY. 

225. That there is an exquisite pleasure annexed to the 
sympathy or fellow-feeling of other men with our joys and sor- 
rows, and even with our opinions, tastes, and humours, is a fact 
obvious to vulgar observation. It is no less evident, that we 
feel a disposition to accommodate the state of our own minds to 
that of our companions, wherever we feel a benevolent affection 
towards them ; and that this accommodating temper is in pro- 
portion to the strength of our affection. In such cases, sym- 
pathy would appear to be grafted on benevolence ; and perhaps 
it might be found, on an accurate analysis, that the greater part 
of the pleasures which it yields is resolvable into those which 
arise from the exercise of kindness, and &om the consciousness 
of being beloved. 

226. The same word sympathy is applied in a loose and 
popular sense, to various phenomena in the Animal Economy ; 
to the correspondence, for example, in the motions of the eyes ; 
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and to the connexion which exists between different organs of 
the body, in respect of health, or of disease. It is also applied 
to those contagions bodily affections which one person is apt to 
catch from another ; snch as yawning, stammering, squinting, 
sore eyes, and the disorders commonly distinguished by the 
name of Hysterical. 

227. In all these different instances there is, no doubt, a 
certain degree of analogy; such as completely accounts for 
their being comprehended, in ordinary discourse, under one 
general name ; but where philosophical precision is aimed at, 
there is ground for many distinctions. Hence the necessity of 
limiting, by an accurate definition, the sense in which this very 
vague and equivocal word is to be understood, wheu it is 
introduced into any scientific discussion. 

228. The facts generally referred to sympathy have appeared 
to Mr. Smith so important and so curiously connected, that he 
has been led to attempt an explanation, from this single 
principle, of all the phenomena of moral perception. 

229. The large mixture of valuable truth contained in this 
most ingenious Theory, and the light which it throws on a 
part of our frame, formerly very little attended to by philoso- 
phers, entitle the Author to the highest rank among Syste- 
matical Moralists ; but, on a closer examination of the subject, 
it will be found that he has been misled, like many other 
eminent writers, by an excessive love of simplicity ; mistaking 
a subordinate principle in our moral constitution (or rather a 
principle superadded to our moral constitution, as an auxiliary 
to the sense of duty) for that Faculty which distinguishes 
Bight from Wrong ; and which (by what name soever we may 
choose to distinguish it) recurs on us constantly, in all our 
ethical disquisitions, as an ultimate fact in the nature of man. 

UI. OF THE SENSE OF THE BIDICULOUS. 

230. The natural and proper object of Ridicule, is those 
smaUer improprieties in character and manners which do not 
rouse our feelings of moral indignation, nor impress us with a 
melancholy view of human depravity. 
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231. While this p8u*t of our constitution enlarges the fund 
of our enjoyment, by rendering the more trifling imperfections 
of our fellow-creatures a source of amusement to their neigh- 
bours,^ it excites the exertions of every individual to correct 
those imperfections by which the ridicule of others is likely to 
be provoked. As our eagerness, too, to correct these imperfec- 
tions may be presumed to be weak in proportion as we appre- 
hend them to be, in a moral view, of trifling moment, we are 
so formed, that the painful feelings produced by ridicule are 
often more poignant than those arising from the consciousness 
of having rendered ourselves the objects of resentment or of 
hatred. 

232. The sense of the ridiculous, although it has a manifest 
reference to such a scene of imperfection as we are placed in at 
present, is one of the most striking characteristics of the human 
constitution, as distinguished from that of the lower animals ; 
and has an intimate connexion with its highest and noblest 
principles. In the education of youth, nothing requires more 
serious attention than its proper regulation. 

IV. OF TASTE, CONSIDERED IN ITS RELATION TO MORALS. 

233. From the explanation formerly given (202, 203, 204) 
of the import of the phrases Moral Beauty^ and Moral 
Deformity, it may be easily conceived, in what manner the 
character and the conduct of our fellow-creatures may become 
subservient to the gratification of Taste. The use which the 
Poet makes of this class of our intellectual pleasures is entirely 
analogous to the resources which he borrows from the charms 
of external nature. 

234. The power of moral taste, like that which has for its 
object the beauty of material forms, and the various produc- 
tions of the fine arts, requires much exercise for its develop- 
ment and cultura The one species of taste, also, as well as 
the other, is susceptible of a false refinement, injurious to our 
own happiness, and to our usefulness as members of society. 

235. Considered as a principle of action, a cultivated moral 

^ [''Les sots sont ici-bas pour dob menus pIaisir8.'*~GTes8et.] — Zd edit. 



OHAP. L § 7. — CO-OPERATIVKS 1—4) TASTE. 41 

taste, while it provides an effectual security against the gross- 
ness necessarily connected with many vices, cherishes a temper 
of mind friendly to all that is amiable, or generous, or elevated 
in our nature. When separated, however, as it sometimes is, 
from a strong sense of duty, it can scarcely fail to prove a 
fallacious guide ; the influence of fashion, and of other casual 
associations, tending perpetually to lead it astray. This is 
more particularly remarkable in men to whom the gratifica- 
tions of Taste in general form the principal object of pursuit ; 
and whose habits of life encourage them to look no higher for 
their rule of judgment, than the way of the world. 

236. The language employed by some of the Greek Philoso- 
phers in their speculations concerniug the nature of virtue, 
seems, on a superficial view, to imply, that they supposed the 
moral faculty to be wholly resolvable into a sense of the Beau- 
tiful.^ And hence. Lord Shaftesbury and others have been led 
to adopt a phraseology which has the appearance of substitut- 
ing Taste, in contradistinction to Beason and Conscience, as 
the ultimate standard of Bight and Wrong. 



237. From each of the four principles now enumerated, un- 
fortunate consequences result, wherever it prevails in the char- 
acter, as the leading motive to action. Where they all main- 
tain their due place, in subordination to the moral faculty, they 
tend at once to fortify virtuous habits, and to recommend 
them by the influence of amiable example, to the imitation of 
othera 

238. A partial consideration of the phenomena of moral per- 
ception, connected with one or other of these principles, has 
suggested some of the most popular theories concerning the 
origin of our moral ideas. An attention to the moral faculty 
alone, without regard to the principles which were intended to 
operate as its auxiliaries, and which contribute, in fact, so 
powerfuDy to the good order of society, has led a few philoso- 
phers into an opposite extreme ; — less dangerous, undoubtedly, 

1 [Cicero.]— 2(1 e(i»< 



42 OUTLINES OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY. — PART II. 

in its practical tendency, but less calculated, perhaps, to recom- 
mend ethical disquisitions to the notice of those who are en- 
grossed with the active concerns of life. 

SECT. VIII. — OF man's FREE AGENCY. 

239. All the foregoing inquiries concerning the Moral Con- 
stitution of Man, proceed on the supposition that he has a 
freedom of choice between good and evil ; and that when he 
deliberately performs an action which he knows to be wrong, 
he renders himself justly obnoxious to punishment. That this 
supposition is agreeable to the common apprehensions of man- 
kind, will not be disputed. 

240. From very early ages, indeed, the truth of the supposi- 
tion has been called in question by a few speculative men, who 
have contended, that the actions we perform are the necessary 
result of the constitutions of our minds, operated on by the cir- 
cumstances of our external situation ; and that what we com- 
monly call moral delinquencies are as much a part of our 
destiny, as the corporeal or intellectual qualities we have re- 
ceived from natura The argument in support of this doctrine 
has been proposed in various forms, and has been frequently 
urged with the confidence of demonstration. 

241. Among those, however, who hold the language of Ne- 
cessitarians, an important distinction must be made ; as some 
of them not only admit the reality of moral distinctions, but 
insist, that it is on their hypothesis alone, that these distinctions 
are conceivable. With such men, the scheme of necessity may 
be a harmless opinion : and there is ground even for suspecting, 
that it might be found to differ from that of their antagonists, 
more in appearance than in reality, if due pains were taken to 
fix the meaning of the indefinite and ambiguous terms which 
have been employed on both sides of the argument 

242. By other philosophers, the consequences which are ge- 
nerally supposed to be connected with this system, have been 
admitted in all their extent ; or rather, the system has been 
inculcated with a view to establish these consequences. When 
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proposed in this form, it furnishes the most interesting subject 
of discussion which can employ human ingenuity ; and upon 
which our speculative opinions can hardly fail to affect very 
materially both our conduct and our happiness. 

243. Dr. Cudworth, who wrote towards the end of the seven- 
teenth century, observes, that " The scepticism which flourished 
in his time, grew up from the doctrine of the fatal necessity of 
all actions and events, as from its proper root."* The same 
remark will be found to apply to the sceptical philosophy of the 
present age.^ 

244. It is sufScient, in these Outlines, to mark the place 
which the question seems naturally to occupy in the order of 
study. Detached hints would throw but little additional light 
on a controversy, which has been industriously darkened by all 
the powers of sophistry. — [Keid.] — 2d edit 

* [See InmnUdbU MoraUty^ Book L to be the very iMwis upon which infide- 
chap. L sect 5.] lity groondB itself." — ^Butler's Analogy^ 

[Part I. eh. yn,^Ed.] p. 166, (8d edit)] 

* [**The opinion of Neoeimtj aeemi —IdediiL 
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OF THE VARIOUS BRANCHES OP OUR DUTY. 

245. The different theories which have been proposed con- 
cerning the nature and essence of Virtue, have arisen chiefly 
from attempts to trace all the branches of our duty to one prin- 
ciple of action ; such as a rational Self-love, Benevolence, Jus- 
tice, or a disposition to obey the will of God. 

246. In order to avoid those partial views of the subject, 
which naturally take their rise from an undue love of system, 
the following inquiries proceed, [in an analytical order,]* upon 
an arrangement which has, in all ages, recommended itself to 
the good sense of mankind. This arrangement is founded on 
the different objects to which our duties relate : — 1. The Deity ; 
2. Our Fellow-creatures ; and, 3. Ourselves. 

[After having thus laid a solid foundation for our theoretical 
reasonings concerning Virtue, by an examination of our prin- 
cipal duties in detail, we shall be enabled to rise safely, in the 
way of Analysis, to the common quality in which they all con- 
cur, and which renders them proper objects of moral approba- 
tion. A contrary arrangement would expose us to the danger 
of circumscribing our inquiries, at our first outset, within the 
limits of an arbitrary and partial definition.] — 2d edit 

SECT. L — OF THE DUTIES WHICH RESPECT THE DEITY. 

247. As our duties to God, (so far as they are discoverable 
by the light of nature,) must be inferred from the relation in 
which we stand to him as the Author and GK)vemor of the 

• \stedU, 
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Uniyerse, an examination of the principles of Natural Religion 
forms a necessary introduction into this section. Such an exa- 
mination, besides, being the reasonable consequence of those 
impressions which his works produce on every attentive and 
well-disposed mind, may be itself regarded, both as one of the 
duties we owe to Him, and as the expression of a moral temper 
sincerely devoted to truth, and alive to the sublimest emotions 
of gratitude and of benevolence. — [Agreeably to this observa- 
tion, it is remarked by one of the most enlightened of the 
heathen moralists, that the firBt step towards the worship of 
Gk)d, is to employ our reason in contemplating ihe proofs of his 
existence; the second^ to acknowledge those evidences of his 
moral attributes which are everywhere stamped upon his worka 
— ^Primus est Deorum cultus, Deos credere; deinde, reddere 
illis mcyesta^tem suam^ reddere bonitatem^ sine qusl nulla ma- 
jestas est." — Seneca, [Episiola xcv. — Ed.'\ I mention this consi- 
deration chiefly to show that the Preliminary Inquiry on which 
we are now to enter is by no means to be considered in the 
light of a digression from the appropriate business of Ethics.'] 
—2d edit. 

PRELIMINARY INQUIRY INTO THE PRINCIPLES OF NATURAL 

RELIGION. 

ARTICLE FIRST.— OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE DEHT. 

248. On this subject, two modes of reasoning have been em- 
ployed, which are commonly distinguished by the titles of the 
Arguments a priori and a posteriori; the former founded on 
certain metaphysical propositions which are assumed as axioms ; 
the latter appealing to that Cfystematical order, and those com- 
binations of means to ends, which are everywhere conspicuous 
in Nature. 

249. The argument a priori has been enforced with singular 
ingenuity by Dr. Clarke, whose particular manner of stating it 
seems to have been suggested to him by the following passage 
in Newton's Principia ;♦ — ^^Mi/Qmus est et infinitus, omnipotens 

* [See above, DistertatUm, p. 290, §6q.] 
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et omnisciens ; id est, durat ab setemo in aBtemum, et adest 
ab infinito in infinitum. Non est aBtemitas et infinitas, sed 
aeternus et infinitus ; non est duratio et spatiom, sed durat et 
adest Durat semper, et adest ubique ; et existendo semper et 
nbique, durationem et spatium constituit."^ — Proceeding on the 
same principles, Dr. Clarke argues, that ^^ Space and Time are 
only abstract conceptions of an inunensity and eternity, which 
force themselves into our belief; and, as immensity and eternity 
are not substances, they must be the attributes of a being who 
is necessarily immense and eternal."* — " These (says Dr. Eeid)t 
are the speculations of men of superior genius ; but whether 
they be as solid as they are sublime, or whether they be the 
wanderings of imagination in a region beyond the limits of 
human understanding, I am unable to determine." — [Clarke — 
Price, last edition — Hamilton.] — Ist edit. 

250. Without calling in question the solidity of Clarke's de- 
monstration, we may be allowed to say, that the argument a 
posteriori is more level to the comprehension of ordinary men, 
and more satisfactory to the philosopher himself. Indeed, in 
inquiries of this sort, the presumption is strongly in favour of 
that mode of reasoning which is the most simple and obvious, 
— " Quicquid nos vel meliores vel beatiores facturum est, aut 
in aperto, aut in proximo, posuit natura."t 

251. The existence of a Deity, however, does not seem to be 
an intuitive truth. It requires the exercise of our reasoning 
powers to present it, in its full force, to the mind. But the 
process of reasoning consists only of a single step; and the 
premises belong to that class of first principles which form an 
essential part of the human constitution, (Part I. § 71, (3.) 
These premises are two in number : — the one is, That every- 
thing which begins to exist must have a cause; — the other. 
That a combination of means conspiring to a particular end, 
implies intelligence. 

^ jPrinctpia, Scboliom genenle. and Clarke ; Clarke's first and third Be- 

plies^ &c.] 

* [Demonstratian of ihe Being and f [Intellectual Powerif Essay L ch. 
AUributes of God, Vol. I. prop, iv.— iii.— TTorA^, p. 343, 6.] 
dXi/eOion of Papfte behoeen LeHmiUt t [Seneca, DeBenefidis, L. YII. ci.] 
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L OP THE FOUNDATIONS OF OUR REASONING FROM THE EFFECT 
TO THE CAUSE, AND OF THE EVIDENCES 6F ACTIVE POWER 
EXHIBITED IN THE UNIVERSE. 

252. It was before observed, (Introd. § 3,) that our know- 
ledge of the course of nature is entirely the result of observation 
and experiment ; and that there is no instance in which we 
perceive such a connexion between two successive events, as 
might enable us to infer the one from the other as a necessary 
consequence. [Not peculiar to Hume's philosophy.] — Ist edit 

253. From this principle, which is now very generally ad- 
mitted by philosophers, Mr. Hume has deduced an objection 
to the argument a posteriori for the existence of the Deity. 
After having proved that we cannot get the idea of necessary 
connexion, from examining the conjunction between any two 
events, he takes for granted, that we have no other idea of 
Cause and Effect, than of two successive events which are in- 
variably conjoined ; that we have therefore no reason to think, 
that any one event in nature is necessarily connected with 
another, or to infer the operation of power from the changes 
which we observe in the universe. — [In opposition to this — that 
we have an idea of power not indeed derived from an examina- 
tion of the succession of events, but which is suggested to the 
mind by every change we see in the material universe.]- 
Ist edit 

254. To perceive the connexion between Mr. Hume's pre- 
mises and his conclusion, it is necessary to recollect, that, 
according to his system, '^ all our ideas are nothing but copies 
of our impressions ; or, in other words, that it is impossible for 
us to think of anything which we have not antecedently yfeft, 
either by our external or internal senses.*^ Having proved, 
therefore, that external objects, as they appear to our senses, 
give us no idea of power or of necessary connexion, and also 
that this idea cannot be copied from any internal impression, 
(that is, cannot be derived from reflection on the operations of 
our own minds,) he thinks himself warranted to conclude, that 

* [Essaya — Inquiry ooneerfdng Human Undentanding, Sect YII. Part ii.] 
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we have do such idea. " One event (says he) follows another, 
but we never observe any tie between them. They seem <xw- 
joined, but never connected. And as we can have no idea of 
any thing which never appeared to our outward sense or inward 
sentiment, the necessary conclusion seems to be, That we have 
no idea of connexion or power at all ; and that these words are 
absolutely without any meaning, when employed either in 
philosophical reasonings or common Me"* 

255. Are we, therefore, to reject as perfectly unintelligible, 
a word which is to be found in all languages, merely because it 
expresses an idea, for the origin of which we cannot account 
upon a particular philosophical system ? Would it not be 
more reasonable to suspect, that the system was not perfectly 
complete, than that all mankind should have agreed in employ- 
ing a word which conveyed no meaning ? 

256. With respect to Mr. Hume's theory concerning the 
origin of our ideas,t it is the less necessary to enter into parti- 
cular discussions, that it coincides, in the main, with the doc- 
trine of Locke, to which some objections, which appear to be 
insurmountable, were formerly stated, (§ 199.) — [According to 
Locke, all our ideas are derived from Sensation and Be/lee- 
tion ; our ideas of the sensible qualities of matter being derived 
from the former, and those of our own internal operations from 
the latter.J According to Hume, (see § 254,) the two theories 
seem to me to be precisely the same in substance, and to differ 
only in this ; that Hume's statement, in consequence of its 
conciseness, is the more obscure of the two. The remark 
therefore made on Locke's doctrine in a former section, is no 
less applicable to that which is now under consideration, (see 
§ 199.)] — 2d edit. Upon neither theory is it possible to ex- 
plain the origin of those simple notions, which are not received 
immediately by any external sense, nor derived immediately 
from our own consciousness ; but which are necessarily formed 
by the mind, while we are exercising our intellectual powers 
upon their proper objects. 

• [Ibidem, Sect. VH. Part ii.] % [Essay, Book H. chap. i. sects. 8, 4, 

t [Ibidem, Sect. U. and Sect. VII. et aUbi] 
Parts i. ii.] 
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257. These very slight hints are suflScient to shew, that we 
are not entitled to dispute the reality of our idea of power, 
because we cannot trace it to any of our senses. The only 
question is. If it be certain, that we annex any idea to the word 
power, different from that of mere succession ? The following 
considerations, among many others, prove, that the import of 
these two expressions is by no means the same. 

(1.) If we have no idea of cause and effect, different from 
that of mere succession, it would appear to us no less absurd to 
suppose two events disjoined, which we have constantly seen 
connected, than to suppose a change to take place without a 
cause. The former supposition, however, is easy in all cases 
whatever. The latter may be safely pronounced to be im- 
possible. — [Leibnitz — Malebranche.] — let edit B. 

(2.) Our experience of the established connexions of physical 
events is by far too narrow a foundation for our belief that 
every change must have a cause. Mr. Hume himself has ob- 
served, that '^ the vulgar always include the idea of contiguity 
in place in the idea of causation ;"* or, in other words, that 
they conceive matter to produce its effects by impulse alone. If, 
therefore, every change which had fallen under our notice had 
been preceded by apparent impulse, experience might have 
taught us to conclude, from observing a change, that a previous 
impulse had been given ; or, according to Mr. Hume's notion 
of a causCj that a cause had operated to produce this effect Of 
the changes, however, which we see, how small a number is 
produced by apparent impulse ? And yet, in the case of every 
change, without exception, we have an irresistible conviction of 
the operation of some cause. How shall we explain, on Mr. 
Hume's principles, the foundation of this conviction, in cases in 
which impulse has apparently no share. 

258. The question, however, still recurs : In what manner do 
we acquire the idea of Causation, Power, or Efficiency ? — But 
this question, if the foregoing observations be admitted, is 
comparatively of little consequence ; as the doubts which may 
arise on the subject tend only (without affecting the reality 

* [See Treatue of Human NaJture^ Part III. sect ix.] 
VOL. VI. D 
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of the idea or notion) to expose the defects of particular philo- 
sophical systems. 

259. The most probable account of the matter seems to be, 
that the idea of causation, or of power, necessarily accompanies 
the perception of change, in a way somewhat analogous to that 
in which [the idea of Time necessarily accompanies every act of 
memory with respect to past events; or in which]* sensation 
implies a being who feels, — and thought, a being who think& 
A power of beginning motion, for example, is an attribute of 
mind, no less than sensation or thought ; and wherever motion 
commences, we have evidence that mind has operated. 

260. Are we therefore to conclude, that the divine power is 
constantly exerted to produce the phenomena of the material 
world, and to suppose that one and the same cause produces 
that infinite multiplicity of effects, which are every moment 
taking place in the universe ? 

261. In order to avoid this conclusion, which has been 
thought, by many, too absurd to deserve a serious examination, 
various hypotheses have been proposed. The most important 
of these may be referred to the following heada 

(1.) That the phenomena of nature are the result of certain 
active powers essentially inherent in matter. This doctrine is 
commonly called Materialism, — [Clarke's Letters to DodweH 
Language of Newtonians.] — \st and 2d editt. 

(2.) That they result from certain active powers communi- 
cated to matter at its first formation. — [" It hath pleased the 
Author of all things to inspirit matter." " This attraction or 
gravitating power I take to be congenial (congenital?) to 
matter, and imprinted on all the matter of the universe by the 
Creator's^^ at the creation." — Derham.] — 1st edit. 

(3.) That they take place in consequence of general laws 
established by the Deity. 

(4.) That (as Cudworth maintains) they are produced by 
^' a vital and spiritual, but unintelligent and necessary agent, 
created by the Deity for the execution of his purposes."! 

* [2d edit] Digression appended to it, eonceming the 

t [Intellectual System^ B. I. chap. iii. Plastic Life of Nature^ especially $ 5.] 
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(5.) That they are produced by minds connected with the 
particles of matter. 

(6.) That the universe is a machine formed and put in 
motion by the Deity; and that the multiplicity of effects 
which take place, may perhaps have all proceeded from one 
single act of his power.* 

262. These different hypotheses (some of which will be 
found, on examination, to resolve into unmeaning or unin- 
telligible propositions, and all of which are liable to insur- 
mountable objections) have been adopted by ingenious men, in 
preference to the simple and sublime doctrine, which supposes 
the order of the universe to be not only at first established, 
bat every moment maintained, by the incessant agency of One 
Supreme Mind ; — a doctrine against which no objection can be 
stated, but what is founded on prejudices resulting from our own 
imperfections. — This doctrine does not exclude the possibility 
of the Deit/s acting occasionally by subordinate agents or 
instrumenta 

263. The observations, indeed, hitherto made, are not suf- 
ficient of themselves to authorize us to form any conclusion 
with respect to the unity of God ; but when properly illustrated, 
they will be found to warrant fully the following inference: 
That the phenomena of the universe indicate the constant agency 
of power, which cannot belong to matter ; or, in other words, 
that they indicate the constant agency of Mind. Whether 
these phenomena, when compared together, bear marks of a 
diversity or of a unity of design, and, of consequence, whether 
they suggest the government of one almighty Buler, or of a 
plurality of independent divinities, are inquiries which belong 
to the next head of our argument 

n. OF THE EVIDENCES OF DESIGN EXHIBITED IN THE 

UNIVERSE. 

264. The proof of the existence of God, drawn from the 
Order of the universe, is commonly called the argument from 
Final Causes. The expression (which was first introduced by 

* [Leibnidan doctrine.] 
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Aristotle) 18 far from being proper; but is retained in this 
treatise, in compliance with established use. 

'265. It is justly remarked by Dr. Reid, that the argument 
from Final Causes, when reduced to a syllogism, contains two 
propositions. The major is, That Design may be traced from 
its effects ; the minor. That there are appearances of Design in 
the universe. The ancient sceptics, he says, granted the first, 
but denied the second. The modems (in consequence of the 
discoveries in natural philosophy) have been obliged to aban- 
don the ground which their predecessors maintained, and have 
dsputed the major proposition. 

266. Among those who have denied the possibility of tracing 
design from its effects, Mr. Hume is the most eminent Ac- 
cording to him, all such inferences are inconclusive, being 
neither demonstrable by reasoning, nor deducible from ex- 
perience. 

267. In examining Mr. Hume's argument on this subject, 
Dr. Beid admits, that the inferences we make of design from its 
effects, are not the result of reasoning, or of experience ; but still 
he contends, that such inferences may be made with a degree 
of certainty, equal to what the human mind is able to attain in 
any instance whatever. The opinions we form of the talents 
of other men, nay, our belief that other men are intelligent 
beings, are founded on this very inference of design from its 
effects. Intelligence and design are not objects of our senses, 
and yet we judge of them every moment from external conduct 
and behaviour, with as little hesitation as we pronounce on the 
existence of what we immediately perceive. 

268. Other philosophers have opposed the major proposition 
of the syllogism, by an argument somewhat different — In order 
to judge of the wisdom of any design, it is necessary (they 
observe) to know, first, what end the artist proposes to himself, 
and then, to examine the means which he has employed to 
accomplish it But, in the universe, all we see is, that certain 
things are accomplished, without having an opportunity of 
comparing them with a plan previously proposed. — A stone 
thrown at random must necessarily hit one object or another. 
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When we see, therefore, such an effect produced, we are not 
entitled, independently of other information, to praise the 
dexterity of the marksman. 

269. Among a great variety of considerations which might 
be urged in reply to this objection, the following seem to de- 
serve particular attention. 

(1.) Although, from a single effect, we may not be entitled 
to infer intelligence in the cause, yet the case is different when 
we see a number of causes conspiring to one end. We here 
see not only that an effect takes place, but have an intui- 
tive conviction that this was the very effect intended. From 
seeing a single stone strike an object, we may not be authorized 
to conclude that this was the object aimed at. But what con- 
clusion should we draw, if we saw the same object invariably 
hit by a number of stones thrown in succession ? 

(2.) A multiplicity of cases might be mentioned, in which 
we have really an opportunity of comparing the wisdom of 
nature with the ends to which it is directed. Of this, many 
remarkable examples occur in the economy of the human body. 
When any accident or disease injures our frame, it is well 
known that the body possesses within itself a power of alle- 
viating or remedying the evil. In such instances, we not only 
see an effect produced, but we see the operation of natural 
causes directed to the particular purpose of restoring the health- 
ful state of the system. 

(3.) There are many cases, particularly in the animal eco- 
nomy, in which the same effect is produced, in different in- 
stances, by very different means ; and in which, of consequence, 
we have an opportunity of comparing the wisdom of nature 
with the ends she has in view. " Art and means (says Baxter)* 
are designedly multiplied, that we might not take it for the 
effect of chance ; and in some cases, the method itself is differ- 
ent, that we might see it is not the effect of surd necessity." — 
[See also Derham.] — 1*^ edit The science of comparative 
anatomy furnishes beautiful confirmations of the foregoing 
doctrine. From observing the effect produced by a particular 

* [See Enquiry into the Nature oflhe Human Soul^ (1737,) Vol. I. sect ii.] 
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organ in the case of any one animal, we might not, perhaps, be 
warranted to conclude that it was in order to produce this 
effect that the organ was contrived. But when, in the case of 
different species of animals, we see the same effect brought 
about by means extremely different, it is impossible for us to 
doubt that it was this common end which, in all these instan- 
ces. Nature had in view. — ^Nor is this alL In comparing the 
anatomy of different tribes of animals, we find that the differ- 
ences observable in their structure have a reference to their 
way of life, and the habits for which they are destined ; so that, 
from knowing the latter, we might be able, in particular cases, 
to frame conjectures a priori concerning the former. 

270. From the foregoing hints it sufficiently appears, that 
Design may be inferred from its effects ; and also, that design 
may be traced, in various parts of the universe, from an actual 
examination of the means employed to accomplish particular 
ends. Another inquiry, however, and a still more important, 
remains, — ^to consider the characters of this design, as it is 
displayed in the imiverse ; or, in other words, to consider how 
far the design seems to indicate Wisdom ; and whether it seems 
to operate in conformity to One uniform plan. The first inves- 
tigation is useful, by its tendency to elevate our conceptions of 
the Supreme Being ; and the second is necessary for the demon- 
stration of his Unity. 

271. The study of philosophy, in all its various branches, 
both natural and moral, affords, at every step, a new illustra- 
tion of the subject to which these investigations relate ; inso- 
much that the truths of natural religion gain an accession of 
evidence from every addition that is made to the stock of human 
knowledge. Hence, in the case of those individuals who devote 
themselves, with fair and candid minds, to the pursuits of 
science, there is a gradual progress of light and conviction, 
keeping pace with the enlargement of their information and of 
their views ; and hence, a strong presumption that the influence 
which these truths have, even in the present state of society, on 
the minds of the multitude, wiU continually increase, in propor- 
tion as the order of the material imiverse shall be more fiilly 
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displayed by the discoveries of philosophy, and as the plan of 
Providence in the administration of human affairs shall be more 
completely unfolded in the future history of our species.^ 

272. In considering the universe, with a view to the illus- 
tration of the wisdom and unity of God, it is, in a peculiar 
d^ree, satisfactory to trace the relations which different parts 
of it bear to each other, and to remark the concurrence of things 
apparently unconnected and even remote, in promoting the 
same benevolent purposes. The following hints may be of use 
in suggesting reflections on this subject 

(1.) The adaptation of the bodies and of the instincts of ani- 
mals to the laws of the material world: — Of the organs of 
respiration, for example, and of the instinct of suction, to the 
properties of the atmosphere ;^ — of the momentum of light to 
the sensibility of the retina ; — of the fabric of the eye to the 
laws of refraction ; — of the size and strength of animals and* 
vegetables to the laws of gravitation and of cohesion.^ 

(2.) The adaptation of the bodies and of the instincts of ani- 
mals to those particular climates and districts of the earth for 
which they are destined. 

(3.) The relations subsisting between particular animals and 
particular vegetables ; the latter furnishing to the former salu- 
tary food in their healthful state, and useful remedies in the 
case of disease. 

(4.) The connexion which appears, from the pneumatical 
discoveries of modern chemistry, to exist between the processes 
of nature in the animal and in the vegetable kingdoms. — [I 
allude to the effect of vegetables in restoring the salubrity of 
the atmosphere, vitiated by the breaths of animals and other 
causes; and the nourishment they themselves receive in the 
administration of this remedy.] — Ist edit. 

(6.) The relations which different tribes of animals bear to 
each other, — one tribe being the natural prey of another, and 

^ [" Haeo et c»tera hujasmodi latent Kepler, EpU. Astran,] — \H edition, B. 
is pandectis «evi scqueotis, non antea ■ [Paley, p. 279.] — 2d edit. 

discenda qoam librum hunc Deus arbi- ' [Rumford, Vol. II. p. 2S9.] — ist 

ter aiBculoram, recloaerit mortalibua.'* — edit. 
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each of them having their instruments of offence or defence 
provided accordingly. 

(6.) The relations which the periodical instincts of migrating 
animals bear to the state of the season, and to the vegetable 
productions of distant parts of the globe.^ 

273. This view of the subject is peculiarly striking when we 
consider the relations which subsist between the nature of man 
and the circumstances of his external situatioa An examina- 
tion of his perceptive faculties in particular, and of his intellec- 
tual powers as they are adapted to the structure and to the laws 
of the material world, opens a wide field of curious speculation. 

274. The accommodation of the objects around him to his 
appetites, to his physical wants, and to his capacities of enjoy- 
ment, is no less wonderful ; and exceeds so far what we observe 
in the case of other animals, as to authorize us to conclude, 
that it was chiefly with a view to his happiness and improve- 
ment that the arrangements of this lower world were mada 

275. There is another view of nature which tends remark- 
ably to illustrate that unity of design which is the foundation 
of our belief of the unity of God ; — ^to trace the analogies which 
are observable between the different departments of the uni- 
verse which fall under our notice. Of such analogies many 
instances may be derived from a comparative examination — 
1. Of the structures of different tribes of animals ; 2. Of the 
animal and of the vegetable kingdoms ; and 3. Of the various 
laws which regulate the phenomena of the material world. 

276. It is pleasing to consider, that this uniform and regular 
plan has been found to extend to the remotest limits to which 
the inquiries of philosophers have reached. The ancients, in 
general, supposed that the phenomena of the heavens were re- 
gulated by laws perfectly unlike those which obtain within the 
circle of our experience. The modem discoveries have shewn 
how widely they were mistaken ; and, indeed, it was a conjec- 
ture a priori that their ideas on this subject might perhaps be 
erroneous, which led the way to the theory of gravitation. 
Every subsequent discovery has confirmed the conjecture. 

» [Bay, p. 128.]— 2d edii. 
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277. Nor is tt only the more general laws of terrestrial 
bodies, which extend to the remote parts of the universe. 
There is some ground for suspecting that the particular 
arrangements of things on the surfaces of the different planets, 
are not wholly unlike those which we observe on our own. 

278. Amusing and interesting as these physical speculations 
may be, it is still more delightful to trace the uniformity of 
design which is displayed in the moral world ; — ^to compare the 
arts of human life with the instincts of the brutes '* and the 
instincts of the different tribes of brutes with each other ; and 
to remark, amidst the astonishing variety of means which are 
employed to accomplish the same ends, a certain analogy char- 
acterize them all ; — or to observe, in the minds of different in- 
dividuals of our own species, the workings of the same affections 
and passions, and to trace the uniformity of their operation in 
men of different ages and countries. It is this which gives the 
great charm to what we call nature in epic and dramatic com- 
position, when the poet speaks a language to which every heart 
is an echo, and which, amidst all the effects of education and 
fashion in modifying and disguising the principles of our con- 
stitution, reminds all the various classes of readers or of spec- 
tators, of the existence of those moral ties which unite us to 
each other and to our common Parent. 

279. Before leaving this subject, it is proper to remark, that 
the metaphysical reasonings which have been occasionally em- 
ployed in illustration of it, ought not to be considered as form- 
ing any part of the argument for the existence of God, which 
(as was already observed) is an immediate and necessary con- 
sequence of the two principles formerly mentioned, (§251.) 
The scope of these reasonings is not to confirm the truth of the 
proposition, but to obviate the sceptical cavils which have been 
urged against it 

280. Beasoning and reflection are indeed necessary to raise 
the mind to worthy conceptions of the Divine attributes, and 
to cure it of those prejudices which arise from limited and 

^ [The clause formerly otood, " to com- the brutes ;" — the correction is in manu- 
pare the instincts of men with those of script on the margin of 2d edit] 
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erroneouB views of nature. While men confise their attention 
to detached and insulated appearances, Polytheism offers itself 
as the most natural creed, and it is only by slow and gradual 
steps that philosophy discovers to us those magnificent views of 
the universe which connect together all events, both physical 
and moral, as parts of one system, and conspiring to one end. 



281. Besides the sceptical objections already mentioned, to 
the speculation concerning Final Causes, some others have been 
proposed with very different views. Descartes, in particulai' 
takhig for granted the existence of God, as sufficiently esta- 
blished by other proofs, has rejected altogether this speculation 
from philosophy, as an impious and absurd attempt to pene- 
trate into the designs of Providence. Some observations, much 
to the same purpose, occur in the works of Maupertuis and of 
Buffon. — To this class of objections against Final Causes, a 
satisfactory answer is given by Mr. Boyle, in an essay written 
expressly on the subject* 

282. The authority of Lord Bacon has been frequently quoted 
in support of the opinion of these French philosophers.t But 
if his writings be carefully examined, it will be found that the 
censures he bestows on Aristotle and his followers for their con- 
jectures concerning the ends and intentions of Nature, are 
applicable only to the abuse of this doctrine in the Peripatetic 
school. It is a doctrine, according to him, which belongs pro- 
perly to metaphysics, or to natural theology, and not to natural 
philosophy ; and which contributed much to mislead the Peri- 
patetics in their physical inquiries. In a work of which it was 
the principal aim to explain the true plan of philosophical in- 
vestigation, it was necessary to point out the absurdity of blend- 
ing physical and final causes together, and of substituting con- 
jectures concerning the intentions of nature, for an account of 
her operations. Perhaps it was prudent even to recommend 
the total exclusion of such conjectures from physics, in an age 

• [On Firud Ckiuses.] in Elements, &c., Vol. II. pp. 298, 335- 

t [See this whole sabject discosfied 349 ; Vol. III. p. 268, seq.] 
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when the just rules of inquiry were so imperfectly understood. 
— ^That Bacon did not mean to censure the speculation about 
Final Causes, when confined to its proper place, and applied to 
its proper purpose, appears clearly from a variety of particular 
passages, as well as from the general strain and tendency of his 
writinga 

283. In the present age, when the true method of philoso- 
phizing in physics is pretty generally understood, it does not 
seem to be so necessary as formerly to banish Final Causes 
from that Branch of Science ; provided always they be kept 
distinct from Physical Causes, with which there is now but 
little danger of their being unwarily confounded. If this 
caution be attended to, the consideration of Final Causes, so 
far from leading us astray, may frequently be of use in guiding 
our researches. It is, in fact, a mode of reasoning familiar to 
every philosopher, whatever his speculative opinions on the 
subject of natural religion may be. Thus, in the study of 
anatomy, every man proceeds on the maxim that nothing in 
the body of an animal was made in vain ; and when he meets 
with a part of which the use is not obvious, he feels himself 
dissati^ed, till he discovers some, at least, of the purposes to 
which it is subservient " I remember (says Mr. Boyle) that, 
when I asked our famous Harvey what were the things that 
induced him to think of a circulation of the blood ; he 
answered me, that when he took notice that the valves in the 
veins of so many parts of the body were so placed that they 
gave a free passage to the blood towards the heart, but opposed 
the passage of the venal blood the contrary way ; he was in- 
vited to imagine, that so provident a cause as Nature had not 
placed so many valves without design ; and no design seemed 
more probable, than that, since the blood could not well, 
because of the interposing valves, be sent by the veins to the 
limbs, it should be sent through the arteries, and return 
through the veins, whose valves did not oppose its course that 
way."* 

« [Boyle's Works, Vol. IV. p. 639, folio edition. See above, ElemenU, Vol IL 
p. 341.] 
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284. An explanation of the use and abuse of the speculation 
concerning Final Causes, in the study of natural philosophy, is 
stiU a desideratum in science, and would form an important 
addition to that branch of logic, which professes to state the 
rules of philosophical investigation. 

ARTICLE SECOND. — OF THE MORAL ATTRIBUTES OF THE DEITY. 

285. The observations made in the last Article contain some 
of the principal heads of the argument for the existence of 
God ; and also for his unity, for his power, and for his wisdom. 
Of the two last of these attributes, we justly say that they are 
infinite; that is, that our imagination can set no bounds to 
them, and that our conceptions of them always rise, in pro- 
portion as our faculties are cultivated, and as our knowledge of 
the universe becomes more extensive. The writers on Natural 
Eeligion commonly give a particular enumeration of attributes, 
which they divide into the naiurcd, the inteUectucdy and the 
moral; [comprehending under the first head, the unity of the 
Deity, his self-existence, his spirituality, his eternity; under 
the second, his knowledge and his wisdom; and under the 
third, his justice and his goodness f^ and of all these attri- 
butes they treat at length in a systematical manner. This view 
of the subject, whatever may be its advantages, could not be 
adopted with propriety here. The remarks which follow are 
confined to the evidences of the Divine goodness di^aA justice ; — 
those attributes which constitute the m^yrcd perfection of the 
Deity, and which render him a proper object of religious 
worship. 

I. OF THE EVIDENCES OF BENEVOLENT DESIGN IN THE 

UNIVERSE. 

286. Our ideas of the moral attributes of God muat be de- 
rived from our own moral perceptions. It is only by attending 
to these, that we can form a conception of what his attributes 
are ; and it is in this way we are furnished with the strongest 
proofs that they really belong to him. 

« \l8t edit, A and B, and 2d edit.] 
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287. The peculiar sentiment of approbation with which 
we regard the virtue of beneficence in others, and the peculiar 
satisfisu^ion with which we reflect on such of our own actions as 
have contributed to the happiness of mankind, to which we may 
add the exquisite pleasure accompanying the exercise of all the 
kind affections, naturally lead us to consider benevolence or 
goodness as the supreme attribute of the Deity. It is difficult, 
indeed, to conceive what other motive could have induced a 
Being, completely and independently happy, to have called his 
creatures into existence. 

288. In this manner, without any examination of the fact, 
we have a strong presumption for the goodness of the Deity ; 
and it is only after establishing this presumption apriofH, that 
we can proceed to examine the fact with safety. It is true, 
indeed, that, independently of this presumption, the disorders 
we see would not demonstrate ill intention in the Author of the 
universe ; as it would be still possible that these might contri- 
bute to the happiness and the perfection of the whole system. 
But the contrary supposition would be equally possible ; that 
there is nothing absolutely good in the universe, and that the 
communication of suffering is the ultimate end of the laws by 
which it is governed. 

289. The argument for the goodness of God, derived from 
our own moral constitution, and strengthened by the considera- 
tion of our ignorance of the plans of Providence, affords an 
answer to all the objections which have been urged against this 
attribute of the Deity. And the answer is conclusive, what- 
ever the state of the fact may be with respect to the magnitude 
of the evils of which we complain. 

290. But although this answer might silence our objections, 
something more is requisite, on a subject so momentous, to 
support our confidence, and to animate our hopes. If no ac- 
count could be given of the evils of life, but that they may 
possibly be good relatively to the whole universe ; — still more, 
if it should appear that the sufferings of life overbalance its 
enjoyments ; it could hardly be expected, that any speculative 
reasoning would have much effect in banishing the melancholy 
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suggestions of scepticism. — ^We are therefore naturally led, in 
the first place, to inquire, whether some explanation may not 
be given of the origin of evil, from a consideration of the facts 
which fall under our notice ? and, secondly, to compare together 
the happiness and the misery which the world exhibits. 

291. The question concerning the origin of evil has, from the 
earliest times, employed the ingenuity of speculative men : and 
various theories have been proposed to solve the difficulty. 
The most celebrated of these are the following : — 

(1.) The doctrine of Preexistence. 
(2.) The doctrine of the Manicheans. 
(3.) The doctrine of Optimism. 

292. According to the first hypothesis, the evils we suf- 
fer at present are punishments and expiations of moral delin- 
quencies committed in a former stage of our being. This 
hypothesis, it is obvious, (to mention no other objection,) only 
removes the difficulty a little out of sight, without affording any 
explanation of it 

293. The Manicheans account for the mixture of good and 
evil in the universe, by the opposite agencies of two coetemal 
and independent principles. Their doctrine has been examined 
and refuted by many authors, by reasonings a priori ; but the 
most satisfactory of all refutations is. its obvious inconsistency 
with that unity of design which is everywhere conspicuous in 
nature. 

294. The fundamental principle of the Optimists is, that all 
events are ordered for the best ; and that the evils which we 
suffer are parts of a great system conducted by almighty 
power, imder the direction of infinite wisdom and goodness. 

295. Under this general title, however, are comprehended 
two very different descriptions of Philosophers — those who 
admit, and those who deny, the Freedom of human actions. 
The former only contend, that everything is right, so far as it 
is the work of God ; and endeavour to shew that the creation 
of beings endowed with Free-will, and consequently liable to 
moral delinquency, — and the government of the world by 
general laws, from which occasional evils must result, — furnish 
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no solid objection to the perfection of the universa But they 
hold, at the same time, that, although the permission of moral 
evil does not detract from the goodness of Qod, it is never- 
theless imputable to man as a fault, and renders him justly 
obnoxious to punishment. This was the system of Plato, and 
of the best of the ancient phibsophers, who, in most instances, 
state their doctrine in a manner perfectly consistent with man's 
free-wiU and moral agency. 

296. By some modem authors, the scheme of Optimism has 
been proposed in a form inconsistent with these suppositions, 
and which leads to a justification of moral evil, even with 
respect to the delinquent. 

297. It is of great importance to attend to the distinction 
between these two systems, because it is customary among 
sceptical writers to confound them studiously together, in order 
to extend to both, that ridicule to which the latter is justly 
entitied The scope of the argument, as stated in the former 
system, may be collected from the following hints. 

298. All the different subjects of human complaint may be 
reduced to two classes — Moral and Physical evila The former 
comprehends those which arise from the abuse of Free-will ; 
the latter, those which result from the established laws of 
nature, and which man cannot prevent by his own efforts. 

299. According to the definition now given of moral evil, 
the question with respect to its permission is reduced to this : 
Why was man made a free agent ? A question to which it 
seems to be a sufficient reply : That perhaps the object of the 
Deity, in the government of the world, is not merely to com- 
municate happiness, but to form his creatures to moral excel- 
lence ; or that the enjoyment of high degrees of happiness 
may perhaps necessarily require the previous acquisition of 
virtuous habits. 

300. The sufferings produced by vice are, on this supposition, 
instances of the goodness of (Jod, no less than the happiness 
resulting from virtua 

301. These observations justify Providence, not only for the 
permission of moral evil, but for the permission of many things 
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which we commonly complain of as physical evils. How great 
is the proportion of these, which are the obvious consequences 
of our vices and our prejudices ; and which, so far from being 
a necessary part of the order of nature, seem intended to 
operate in the progress of human affairs, as a gradual remedy 
against the causes which produce them I 

302. Some of our other complaints with respect to the lot of 
humanity will be found, on examination, to arise from partial 
views of the constitution of man, and from a want of attention 
to the circumstances which constitute his happiness, or promote 
his improvement. 

303. Still, however, many evils remain, to which the fore- 
going principles do not apply. Such are those produced by 
what we commonly call the accidents of life : accidents from 
which no state of society, how perfect soever, can possibly be 
exempted ; and which, if they be subservient to any benevolent 
purposes, contribute to none within the sphere of our know- 
ledge. 

304. Of this class of physical evils, the explanation must be 
derived from the general laws by which the government of the 
Deity appears to be conducted. The tendency of these laws 
will be found, in every instance, favourable to order and to 
happiness ; and it is one of the noblest employments of philo- 
sophy to investigate the beneficent purposes to which they are 
subservient. In a world, however, which is thus governed, and 
where the inhabitants are free agents, occasional inconveniences 
and misfortunes must unavoidably be incurred. 

305. In the meantime, from this influence of " Time and 
Chance" on human affairs, salutary effects arise. Virtue is 
rendered disinterested, and the characters of men are more 
completely displayed. 

306. Many of our moral qualities, too, are the result of habits 
which imply the existence of physical evils. Patience, Forti- 
tude, Humanity, all suppose a scene, in which sufferings are 
to be endured, in our own case ; or relieved, in the case of 
others. 

307. Thus it appears, not only that partial evils may 
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be good with respect to the whole system ; but that their ten- 
dency 18 beneficial on the whole^ even to that small part of it 
which we see. 

308. The argument for the goodness of God, which arises 
from the foregoing considerations, will be much strengthened, 
if it shall appear farther, that the sum of happiness in human 
life far exceeds the sum of misery. 

309. In opposition to this conclusion, the prevalence of moral 
evil over moral good, in the characters of men, has been in- 
sisted on by many writers ; and in proof of it, an appeal has 
been made to the catalogue of crimes which sully the history 
of past ages. 

310. Whatever opinion we may adopt, with respect to the 
state of the fact, in this particular instance, no objection can 
be drawn from it to the foregoing reasonings ; for moral evil is 
alone imputable to the being by whom it is committed. There 
is, however, no necessity for having recourse to this evasion. 
Corrupted as mankind are, the proportion of human life which 
is spent in vice, is inconsiderable when compared with the whole 
of its extent. History itself is a proof of this ; for the events 
it records are chiefly those which are calculated, by their singu- 
larity, to engage the curiosity, and to interest the passions of 
the r^er. In computing, besides, the moral demerit of man- 
kind, from their external actions, a large allowance ought to be 
made for erroneous speculative opinions ; for false conceptions 
of facts; for prejudices inspired by the influence of pre- 
vailing manners ; and for habits contracted insensibly in early 
infancy. 

311. With respect to the balance of physical evil and physi- 
cal good, the argument is still cleaier ; if it be acknowledged, 
(§ 304,) that the general laws of nature are beneficent in their 
tendency, and that the inconveniences which arise from them 
are only occasional. 

312. Of these occasional evils, too, no inconsiderable part 
may be traced to the obstacles which human institutions oppose 
to the order of things reconmiended by nature. How chimeri- 
cal soever the speculations of philosophers concerning the per- 

VOL. VL K 
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fection of legislation may be, they are useful, at least, in 
illustrating the wisdom and goodness of the Divine govern- 
ment 

313. Nor is it only in those laws which regulate the more 
essential interests of mankind, that a beneficent intention may 
be traced. What a rich provision is made for our enjoyment in 
the pleasures of the understanding, of the imagination, and of 
the heart ! and how little do they depend on the caprice of for- 
tune ! The positive accommodation of our sensitive powers to 
the scene we occupy, is still more wonderful : Of the organ of 
smell, for example, to the perfumes of the vegetable world ; of 
the taste, to the endless profusion of luxuries which the earth, 
the air, and the waters afford ; of the ear, to the melodies of 
the birds ; of the eye, to all the beauties and glories of the 
visible creation. 

314. Among these marks of beneficence in the frame of man, 
the constitution of his mind, with respect to Habits, must not 
be omitted. So great is their influence, that there is hardly 
any situation to which his wishes may not be gradually re- 
conciled ; nay, where he will not find himself, in time, more 
comfortable, than in those which are looked up to with envy 
by the bulk of mankind. By this power of accommodation 
to external circumstances, a remedy is, in part, provided for 
the occasional evils resulting from the operation of general 
laws. 

315. In judging of the feelings of those who are placed in 
situations very different from our own, due allowances are 
seldom made for the effects of habit; and, of consequence, 
our estimates of the happiness of life fall short greatly of the 
trutL^ 



* ["Omnefl considera gentes, id qui- captant. Miseri tibi videntar? nihil 

bus Romana pax desinit : Gennanos miserum est, quod in naturam consue- 

dico, et quicquid circa Istram vaganim tudo perduxit : paullatim enim volup* 

gentium occursat. Perpetuo illos biems, tati sunt, qun necessitate coepenint . . 

triste OBlum premit maligne solum Hoc quod tibi calamitas videtur, tot 

sterile sustentat, imbrem culmo aut gentium vita est/' — Seneca, Dt Proul' 

fronde defendunt, super durata glacie dentiaf c. iv.] — 2d edit, 
■tacma persultant, in alimentum feras 
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n. OF THE EVIDENCES OF THE MORAL GOVERNMENT 

OF THE DEITY. 

316. It was before remarked, (§ 286,) that as our first ideas 
of the moral attributes of God are derived from our own moral 
perceptions, so it is from the consideration of these that the 
strongest proofs of his attributes arise. 

317. The distinction between Right and Wrong, as was for- 
merly observed, (§ 200,) is apprehended by the mind to be 
eternal and immutable, no less than the distinction between 
mathematical Truth and Falsehood. To argue, therefore, from 
our own moral judgments, to the administration of the Deity, 
cannot be justly censured as a rash extension, to the Divine 
nature, of suggestions resulting from the arbitrary constitution 
of our own minds. 

318. The power we have of conceiving this distinction, is one 
of the most remarkable of those which raise us above the brutes ; 
and the sense of obligation which it involves, possesses a dis- 
tinguished pre-eminence over all our other principles of action, 
(§ 219.) To act in conformity to our sense of rectitude, is 
plainly the highest excellence which our nature is capable of 
attaining ; nor can we avoid extending the same rule of esti- 
mation to all intelligent beings whatever. 

319. Besides these conclusions, with respect to the divine 
attributes, (which seem to be implied in our very perception of 
moral distinctions,) there are others perfectly agreeable to them, 
which continually force themselves on the mind, in the exercise 
of our moral judgments, both with respect to our own conduct 
and that of other men. The reverence, which we feel to be due 
to the admonitions of Conscience ; the sense of merit and de- 
merit, which accompanies our good and bad actions ; the warm 
interest we take in the fortunes of the virtuous ; the indigna- 
tion we feel at the occasional triumphs of successful villany ; — 
all imply a secret conviction of the moral administration of the 
universe. 

320. An examination of the ordinary course of human affairs 
adds to the force of these considerations ; and furnishes a proof 
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from the fact, that, notwithstanding the seemingly promiscuous 
distribution of happiness and misery in this life, the reward of 
virtue, and the punishment of vice, are the great objects of all 
the general laws by which the world is governed. The dis- 
orders, in the meantime, which, in such a world as ours, cannot 
fail to arise in particular instances, when they are compared 
with our natural sense of good and of ill desert, afford a 
presumption, that in a future state the moral government 
which we see begun here, will be carried into complete 
execution. 

ARTICLE THIRD. — OF A FUTURE STATE. 

321. The consideration of the Divine attributes naturally 
leads our thoughts to the sequel of that plan of moral adminis- 
tration, which may be traced distinctly amidst all the apparent 
disorders of our present condition ; and which our own moral 
constitution, joined to our conclusions concerning the perfec- 
tions of God, afford us the strongest intimations, will be more 
completely unfolded in some subsequent stage of our being. 
The doctrine, indeed, of a future state seems to be, in a great 
measure, implied in every system of religious belief; for why 
were we rendered capable of elevating our thoughts to the 
Deity, if all our hopes are to terminate here ? or why were we 
furnished with powers which range through the infinity of 
space and of time, if our lot is to be the same with that of the 
beasts which perish ? — But although the doctrine of a fiiture 
state be implied in every scheme of religion, the truths of reli- 
gion are not necessarily implied in the doctrine of a future 
state. Even absolute Atheism does not destroy all the argu- 
ments for the immortality of the soul. Whether it be owing to 
an over-ruling intelligence or not, it is a fouct which no man 
can deny, that there are general laws which regulate the course 
of human affairs, and that, even in this world, we see manifest 
indications of a connexion between virtue and happiness. — 
Why may not necessity continue that existence it at first gave 
birth to ? and why may not the connexion between virtue and 
happiness subsist for ever ? 
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L OF THE ARGUMENT FOR A FUTURE STATE DERIVED FROM 

THE NATURE OF MIND. 

322. In collecting the various evidences which the light of 
natore affords for a future state, too much stress has commonly 
been laid upon the soul's Immateriality. The proper use of 
that doctrine is not to demonstrate that the soul is physically 
and necessarily immortal ; but to refute the objections which 
have been urged against the possibility of its existing in a 
separate state from the body. Although our knowledge of the 
nature of Mind may not be sufficient to afford us any positive 
argument on this subject ; yet, even if it can be shown, that the 
dissolution of the body does not necessarily infer the extinction 
of the soul ; and still more, if it can be shown, that the pre- 
sumption is in favour of the contrary supposition, the moral 
proofs of a future retribution will meet with a more easy recep- 
tion, when the doctrine is freed from the metaphysical difficul- 
ties which it has been apprehended to involve. 

323. It was before remarked, (Part I. § 28,) that our notions 
both of body and mind are merely relative ; that we know the 
one only by its sensible qualities, and the other by the operations 
of which we are conscious. — To say, therefore, of Mind, that it 
is not material, is to affirm a proposition, the truth of which is 
involved in the only conceptions of Matter and of Mind that we 
are capable of forming. 

324. The doubts that have been suggested, with respect to 
the essential distinction between Matter and Mind, derive all 
their plausibility from the habits of inattention we acquire in 
early infancy to our mental operations. It was plainly the 
intention of Nature, that our thoughts should be habitually 
directed to things external ; and, accordingly, the bulk of man- 
kind are not only indisposed to study the intellectual pheno- 
mena, but are incapable of that degree of reflection which is 
necessary for their examination. Hence it is, that when we 
begin to analyze our own internal constitution, we find the 
&cts it presents to us so very intimately associated in our con- 
ceptions with the qualities of Matter, that it is impossible for 
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US to draw distinctly and steadily the line between them ; and 
that when Mind and Matter are concerned in the same event, 
the former is either entirely overlooked, or is regarded only as 
an accessory principle, dependent for its existence on the latter. 
— The tendency which all men have to refer the sensation of 
colour to the objects by which it is excited, may serve to illus- 
trate the manner in which the qualities of mind and body come 
to be blended in our apprehensions. 

325. K these remarks be well founded, the prejudices which 
give support to the scheme of Materialism, are not likely to be 
cured by any metaphysical reasonings, how clear and conclusive 
soever, so long as the judgment continues to be warped by such 
obstmate associations as have just been mentioned. A habit of 
reflecting on the laws of thought, as they are to be collected 
from our own consciousness, together with a habit of resisting 
those illusions of the fancy, which lead superficial inquirers to 
substitute analogies for facts, will gradually enable us to make 
the phenomena of Matter and those of Mind distinct objects of 
attention ; and, as soon as this happens, the absurdity of Mate- 
rialism must appear intuitively obvious. 

326. It is entirely owing to our early familiarity with mate- 
rial objects, and our early habits of inattention to what passes 
within us, that Materialism is apt to appear at first sight to be 
less absurd than the opposite system, which represents Mivid as 
the only existence in the universe. Of the two doctrines, that 
of Berkeley is at once the safest and the most philosophical ; 
not only as it contradicts merely the suggestions of our percep- 
tions, while the other contradicts the suggestions of our con- 
sciousness ; but as various plausible arguments may be urged 
in its favour, from the phenomena of dreaming ; whereas no 
instance can be mentioned in which sensation and intelligence 
appear to result from any combination of the particles of 
Matter. 

327. Besides the evidences for the existence of Mind, which 
our own consciousness affords, and those which are exhibited 
by other men, and by the lower animals, there are many pre- 
sented to us by every part of the material world. We are so 
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constituted, that every change in it we see suggests to us the 
notion of an efficient cause ; and every combination of means 
conspiring to an end suggests to us the notion of intelligence. 
And accordingly, the various changes which take place in 
nature, and the order and beauty of the universe, have in every 
age been regarded as the effects of power and wisdom ; that is, 
of the operation of Mind. In the material world, therefore, 
as well as in the case of animated nature, we are led to conceive 
Body as a passive subject, and Mind as the moving and govern- 
ing agent And it deserves attention, that, in the former class 
of phenomena, Mind appears to move and arrange the parts of 
Matter, without being united with it, as in the case of animal 
life. 

328. There are various circumstances which render it highly 
probable that the union between soul and body which takes 
place in our present state, so far from being essential to the 
exercise of our powers and faculties, was intended to limit the 
sphere of our information, and to prevent us from acquiring, in 
this early stage of our being, too clear a view of the constitu- 
tion and government of the universe. Indeed, when we reflect 
on the difference between the operations of Mind and the 
qualities of Matter, it appears much more wonderful that the 
two substances should be so intimately united as we find them 
actually to be, than to suppose that the former may exist in a 
conscious and intelligent state when separated from the latter. 

329. The most plausible objections, nevertheless, to the doc- 
trine of a future state, have been drawn from the intimacy of 
this union. From the effects of intoxication, madness, and 
other diseases, it appears that a certain condition of the body is 
necessary to the intellectual operations ; and, in the case of old 
men, it is generally found that a decline of the faculties keeps 
pace with the decay of bodily health and vigour. The few ex- 
ceptions that occur to the universality of this fact, only prove 
that there are some diseases fatal to life which do not injure 
those parts of the body with which the intellectual operations 
are more immediately connected. 

330. The reply which Cicero has made to these objections is 
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equally iDgenious and soUi " Suppose a person to have been 
educated from his infancy in a chamber where he enjoyed no 
opportunity of seeing external objects but through a small 
chink in the window- shutter, would he not be apt to consider 
this chink as essential to his vision, and would it not be diffi- 
cult to persuade him that his prospects would be enlarged by 
demolishing the walls of his prison ?"* Admitting that this 
analogy is founded merely on fancy ; yet if it be granted that 
there is no absurdity in the supposition, it furnishes a sufficient 
answer to all the reasonings which have been stated against 
the possibility of the soul's separate existence, from the con- 
sideration of its present union with the body. 

331. In support of the foregoing conclusions, many strong 
arguments might be derived from an accurate examination and 
analysis of our ideas of Matter and its qualities. But such 
speculations could not be rendered intelligible without a pre- 
vious explanation of some principles too abstruse to be intro- 
duced here. 



IL OF THE EVIDENCES FOR A FUTURE STATE, ARISING FROM 
THE HUMAN CONSTITUTION, AND FROM THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN 
WHICH MAN IS PLACED. 

332. The great extent of this subject necessarily confines the 
following remarks to an enumeration of the principal heads of 
the argument These are stated without any illustration. 

(1.) The natural desire of immortality; and the anticipa- 
tions of futurity inspired by hope. 

(2.) The natural apprehensions of the mind when under the 
influence of remorse. 

(3.) The exact accommodation of the condition of the lower 
animals to their instincts and to their sensitive plowers, — con- 
trasted with the unsuitableness of the present state of things to 
the intellectual faculties of man, — to his capacities of enjoy- 
ment, — and to the conceptions of happiness and of perfection 
which he is able to form. 

* [See Tuacul, DispuJt. Lib. I. c. xx.] 
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(4.) The foandation which is laid in the principles of our 
constitution for a progressive and an unlimited improvement 

(5.) The information we are rendered capable of acquiring 
concerning the more remote parts of the universe, the unlimited 
range which is opened to the human imagination through the 
immensity of space and of time, and the ideas, however imper- 
fect, which philosophy affords us of the existence and attributes 
of an over-ruling Mind: — acquisitions for which an obvious 
final cause may be traced on the supposition of a future state, 
but which, if that supposition be rejected, could have no other 
effect than to make the business of life appear unworthy of our 
regard. 

(6.) The tendency of the infirmities of age, and of the pains 
of disease, to strengthen and confirm our moral habits ; and 
the difficulty of accounting, upon the hypothesis of annihilation, 
for those sufferings which conunonly put a period to the exist- 
ence of man. 

(7.) The discordance between our moral judgments and feel- 
ings, and the course of human affaira 

(8.) The analogy of the material world, in some parts of 
which the most complete and the most systematical order may 
be traced, and of which oar views always become the more 
satisfactory, the wider our knowledge extendi It is the sup- 
position of a future stat€ alone that can furnish a key to the 
present disorders of the moral world ; and without it, many of 
the most striking phenomena of human life must remain for 
ever inexplicable. 

(9.) The inconsistency of supposing that the moral laws 
which regulate the course of human affairs have no reference 
to anything beyond the limits of the present scene, when all 
the bodies which compose the visible universe appear to be re- 
lated to each other as parts of one great physical system. 

333. Of the different considerations now mentioned, there is 
not one, perhaps, which, taken singly, would be sufficient to 
establish the truth they are brought to prove; but taken in 
conjunction, their force appears irresistible. They not only all 
terminate in the same conclusion, but they mutually refiect 
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light on each other ; and they have that sort of consistency and 
connexion among themselves, which could hardly be supposed 
to take place among a series of false propositions. 

334. The same remark may be extended to the other prin- 
ciples of Natural Eeligion. They all hang together in such a 
manner, that, if one of them be granted, it facilitates the way 
for the reception of the rest. 

335. Nor is it merely with each other that these principles 
are connected. They have a relation to all the other princi- 
ples of Moral Philosophy ; insomuch, that a person who enter- 
tains just views of the one, never fails to entertain also just 
views of the other. Perhaps it would not be going too far to 
assert, that they have a relation to almost all the truths we 
know in the moral, the intellectual, and the material worlds. 
One thing is certain, that in proportion as our knowledge ex- 
tends, our doubts and objections disappear, new light con- 
tinually breaks in upon us from every quarter, and more of 
order and system appears in the universe. 

336. It is a strong confirmation of these remarks, that the 
most important discoveries, both in moral and physical science, 
have been made by men friendly to the principles of natural 
religion ; and that those writers who have affected to be scep- 
tical on this last subject, have in general been paradoxical and 
sophistical in their other inquiries. — This consideration, while 
it illustrates the connexion which different classes of truth have 
with each other, proves, that it is to a mind well fitted for the 
discovery and reception of truth in general, that the evidences 
of Religion are the most satisfactory. 

337. The influence which the belief of a future state has on 
the conduct and on the enjoyments of mankind, also tends to 
confirm its credibility. This is so remarkable, that it has led 
some to consider it merely as an invention of politicians, to 
preserve the good order of society, and to support the feeble 
mind under the sufferings of human life. But if it be allowed 
that it has really such a tendency, can it be supposed that the 
Author of the universe should have left consequences so very 
momentous to depend on the belief of a chimera, which was in 
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time to vanish before the light of philosophy ? Is it not more 
probable, that the enlargement of our knowledge, to which we 
are so powerfully prompted by the principle of cm'iosity, will 
tend to increase, and not to diminish, the virtue and the hap- 
piness of mankind; and, instead of spreading a gloom over 
creation, and extinguishing the hopes which nature inspires, 
will gradually unfold to us, in the moral world, the same order 
and beauty we admire in the material ? 

CONTINUATION AND CONCLUSION OF THE SECTION OF THE DUTIES 

VFHICH RESPECT THE DEITY. 

338. After the view which has been given of the principles 
of Natural Beligion, little remains to be added concerning the 
duties which respect the Deity. To employ our faculties in 
studying those evidences of power, of wisdom, and of goodness, 
which he has displayed in his works ; as it is the foundation, 
in other instances, of our sense of religious obligation, so it is, 
in itself, a duty incumbent on us, as reasonable and moral 
beings, capable of recognising the existence of an Almighty 
cause, and of feeling corresponding sentiments of devotion. 
By those who entertain just opinions on this most important 
of all subjects, the following practical consequences, which 
comprehend some of the chief eflfects of reUgion on the temper 
and conduct, will be readily admitted as self-evident proposi- 
tions. 

339. In the first place : If the Deity be possessed of infinite 
moral excellence, we must feel towards him, in an infinite 
degree, all those affections of love, gratitude, and confidence, 
which are excited by the imperfect worth we observe among 
our fellow-creatures ; for it is by conceiving all that is bene- 
volent and amiable in man, raised to the highest perfection, 
that we can alone form some faint notion of the Divine nature. 
To cultivate, therefore, an habitual love and reverence of the 
Supreme Being, may be justly considered as the first great 
branch of morality ; nor is the virtue of that man complete, or 
even consistent with itself, in whose mind these sentiments of 
piety are wanting. 
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340. Secondly : Although religion can with no propriety be 
considered as the sole foundation of morality, yet when we are 
convinced that God is infinitely good, and that he is the friend 
and protector of virtue, this belief affords the most powerful 
inducements to the practice of every branch of our duty. It 
leads us to consider conscience as the vicegerent of God, and to 
attend to its suggestions, as to the commands of that Being 
from whom we have received our existence, and the great 
object of whose government is to promote the happiness and 
the perfection of his whole creation. 

341. Thirdly : A regard to our own happiness in the future 
stages of our being (which will be afterwards shown to consti- 
tute a moral obligation) ought to conspire with the other 
motives already mentioned, in stimulating our virtuous exer- 
tions. The moral perceptions we have received from God, 
more particularly our sense of merit and demerit, may be con- 
sidered as clear indications of future rewards and punishments, 
which, in due time, he will not fail to distribute. Beligion is 
therefore a species of authoritative law, enforced by the most 
awful sanctions, and extending not merely to our actions, but 
to our thought& In the case of the lower orders of men, who 
are incapable of abstract speculation, and whose moral feelings 
cannot be supposed to have received much cultivation, it is 
chiefly this view of Religion, which is addressed to their hopes 
and fears, that secures a faithful discharge of their social dutie& 

342. In the last place: A sense of Religion, where it is 
sincere, will necessarily be attended with a complete resigna- 
tion of our own will to that of the Deity ; as it teaches us to 
regard every event, even the most afflicting, as calculated to 
promote beneficent purposes which we are imable to compre- 
hend ; and to promote finally the perfection and happiness of 
our own nature. 

SECTION II. — OF THE DUTIES WHICH RESPECT OUR FELLOW- 
CREATURES. 

343. Under this title, it is not proposed to give a complete 
enumeration of our social duties, but only to point out some of 
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the most important ; chiefly with a view to shew the imperfec- 
tion of those systems of morals which attempt to resolve the 
whole of virtue into one particular principle. Among these, 
that which resolves virtue into Benevolence is undoubtedly the 
most amiable ; but even this system will appear, from the fol- 
lowing jemarks, to be not only inconsistent with truth, but to 
lead to dangerous consequences. 

ARTICLE FIRST, — OF BENEVOLENCE. 

344. It has been supposed by some moralists, that bene- 
volence is the only immediate object of moral approbation ; 
and that the obligation of all our moral duties arises entirely 
from their apprehended tendency to promote the happiness of 
society. 

345. Notwithstanding the various appearances in human 
nature, which seem at first view to favour this theory, it is 
liable to insurmountable objections. If the merit of an action 
depended on no other circumstance, than the quantity of good 
intended by the agent, it would follow, that the rectitude of an 
action could be, in no case, influenced by the mutual relations 
of the parties ; — a conclusion directly contrary to the universal 
judgments of mankind, with respect to the obligations of 
Gratitude, of Veracity, and of Justice.^ 

346. Unless we admit these duties to be immediately ob- 
ligatory, we must admit the maxim, that a good end may 
sanctify whatever means are necessary for its accomplishment ; 
or, in other words, that it would be lawful for us to dispense 
with the obligations of gratitude, of veracity, and of justice, 
whenever, by doing so, we had a prospect of promoting any of 
the essential interests of society. 

347. It may perhaps be urged, that a regard to utility would 
lead, in such cases, to an invariable adherence to general rules ; 
because, in this way, more good is produced, on the whole, than 
could be obtained by any occasional deviations from them ; — 
that it is this idea of utility which first leads us to approve of 
the di£ferent virtues, and that afterwards habit, and the asso- 

1 [Butler's Diuertatian on FiWve.]— 1«f and 2d edkt. 
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ciation of ideas, make us observe their rules, without thinking 
of consequences. But is not this to adopt that mode of reason- 
ing whicli the patrons of the Benevolent system have censured 
so severely in those philosophers who have attempted to deduce 
all our actions from Self-love ? and may not the arguments 
they have employed against their adversaries be retorted upon 
themselves ? 

348. That the practice of veracity and justice, and of all our 
other duties, is useful to mankind, is acknowledged by moralists 
of all descriptions ; and there is good reason for believing, that 
if a person saw all the consequences of his actions, he would 
perceive that an adherence to their rules is useful and advan- 
tageous on the whole, even in those cases in which his limited 
views incline him to think otherwise. It is possible, that in the 
Deity, benevolence, or a regard to utility, may be the sole prin- 
ciple of action ; and that the ultimate end for which he enjoined 
to his creatures the duties of veracity and justice, was to secure 
their own happiness ; but still, .with respect to man, they are 
indispensable laws ; for he has an immediate perception of their 
rectitude. And, indeed, if he had not, but were left to deduce 
their rectitude from the consequences which they have a ten- 
dency to produce, it may be doubted if there would be enough 
of virtue left in the world to hold society together. 

349. These remarks are applicable to a considerable variety 
of moral systems, which have been offered to the world under 
very different forms ; but which agree with each other, in de- 
riving the practical rules of virtuous conduct from considera- 
tions of Utility. All of these systems are but modifications of 
the old doctrine, which resolves the whole of virtue into Bene- 
volence. 

350. But although Benevolence does not constitute the whole 
of our duty, it must be acknowledged to be, not only one of its 
most important branches, but the object of a very peculiar and 
enthusiastic admiration. The plausibility of the systems, to 
which the preceding observations relate, is a sufficient proof of 
the rank it is universally understood to hold among the virtues. 

351 . It may be proper to add, that the Benevolence which is 
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an object of moral approbation, is a fixed and settled disposition 
to promote the happiness of our fellow-creatures. It is peculiar 
to a rational nature, and is not to be confounded with those 
kind affections which are common to us with the brutes. These 
are subsidiary, in fact, to the principle of Benevolence ; and they 
are always amiable qualities in a character : but, so far as they 
are constitutional, they are certainly in no respect meritorious. 
"Where they are possessed in an eminent degree, we may per- 
haps consider them as a ground of moral esteem ; because they 
indicate the pains which have been bestowed on their cultiva- 
tion, and a course of active virtue in which they have been exer- 
cised and strengthened. A person, on the contrary, who wants 
them, is always an object of horror ; — chiefly because we know, 
that they are only to be eradicated by long habits of profligacy ; 
and partly in consequence of the uneasiness we feel, when we see 
the ordinary course of nature violated in any of her productions. 

352. Some of the writers who resolve virtue into Benevolence, 
have not attended sufficiently to this consideration. They fre- 
quently speak of virtuous and vicious affections ; whereas these 
epithets belong, not to affections, but to actions ; or, still more 
properly, to the dispositions and purposes from which actions 
proceed. 

353. Where a rational and settled Benevolence forms a part 
of a character, it will render the conduct perfectly uniform, and 
will exclude the possibility of those inconsistencies that are fre- 
quently observable in individuals who give themselves up to the 
guidance of particular affections, either private or public. In 
truth, all those offices, whether apparently triffing or important, 
by which the happiness of other men is affected, — Civility, 
Gentleness, Eandness, Humanity, Patriotism, Universal Bene- 
volence, — are only diversified expressions of the same disposi- 
tion, according to the circumstances in which it operates, and 
the relations which the agent bears to others. 

ARTICLE SECOND. — OF JUSTICE. 

354. The word Justice, in its most extensive signification, 
denotes that disposition which leads us, in cases where our own 
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temper, or passions, or interest, axe concerned, to determine and 
to act, without being biassed by partial considerations. — [By 
some of the ancient philosophers, it was employed in a sense 
still more extensive, — to denote that disposition which prompts 
to a conduct morally conformable to aU the various relations in 
which we are placed ; in which acceptation it comprehends all 
the diflferent branches of virtue. This use of the word occurs 
very seldom, if ever, among modern writers.]— 2d edit. 

355. In order to free our minds from the influence of these, 
experience teaches us either to recollect the judgments we have 
formerly passed, in similar circumstances, on the conduct of 
others ; or to state cases to ourselves, in which we, and all our 
personal concerns, are left entirely out of the question. 

356. But although expedients of this sort are necessary to 
the best of men, for correcting their moral judgments upon 
questions in which they themselves are parties, it will not there- 
fore follow, (as some have supposed,^) that our only ideas of 
right and wrong, with respect to our own conduct, are derived 
from our sentiments with respect to the conduct of others. The 
intention of such expedients is merely to obtain a just and fair 
view of the circumstances ; and after this view has been ob- 
tained, the question still remains, what constitutes the obliga- 
tion upon us to act in a particular manner ? For it is of great 
consequence to remark, that when we have once satisfied our- 
selves with respect to the conduct which an impartial judge 
would approve of, we feel that this conduct is right for us, and 
that we are under a moral' obligation to act accordingly. If 
we had had recourse to no expedient for correcting our first 
judgment, we should still have formed some judgment or other, 
of a particular conduct, as right, wrong, or indifferent ; and 
the only difference would have been, that we should probably 
have decided erroneously, from a false or a partial view of 
the case. 

357. As it would be endless to attempt to point out all the 

^ See Mr. 8mith*B Theory of Moral WrUings of Adam Smith, LL.D., Sect 
Sentiments, [Parts L II. III. Also 11.—^.] 
Mr. Stewart's Account of the Life and 
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various forms in which the disposition of Justice may display 
itself in life, it is necessary to confine our attention to a few of 
its more important effects. These may be arranged under two 
heads, according as it operates, — 1«<, In restraining the parti- 
alities of the temper and of the passions ; and, 2d, In restrain- 
ing the partialities of selfishness, where a competition takes 
place between our interests and those of other men. These two 
modifications of Justice may be distinguished from each other, 
by calling the first CandouVy and the second UprtgJUnesSy or 
Integrity, 

I. OF CANDOUR, 

358. This disposition may be considered in three points of 
view ; as it is displayed — 

(1.) In judging of the talents of others. 
(2.) In judging of their intentions. 
(3.) In controversy. 

359. The difficulty of estimating candidly the Talents of 
other men, arises in a great measure from the tendency of 
emulation to degenerate into envy. Notwithstanding the 
reality of the theoretical distinction between these dispositions 
of mind, (§ 139,) it is certain, that in practice nothing is more 
arduous than to realize it completely, and to check that self- 
partiality, which, while it leads us to dwell on our own personal 
advantages, and to magnify them in our own estimation, pre- 
vents us either from attending sufficiently to the merits of 
others, or from viewing them in the most favourable light. Of 
all this a good man will soon be satisfied from his own expe- 
rience ; and he will endeavour to guard against it as far as he 
is able, by judging of the pretensions of a rival, or even of an 
enemy, as he would have done if there had been no interference 
between his claims and theirs. In other words, he will endea- 
vour to do Justice to their merits; and to bring himself, if 
possible, to love and to honour that genius ^d ability which 
have eclipsed his own. Nor will he retire in disgust from the 
race, because he has been outstripped by others, but will re- 
double all his exertions in the service of mankind ; recollecting, 

VOL, VI. r 
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that if nature has been more partial to others than to him in 
her intellectual ^fts, she has left open to all the theatre of 
Virtue ; where the merits of individuals are determined, not by 
their actual attainments, but by the use and improvement they 
make of those advantages which their situation has afforded 
them. 

360. Candour in judging of the Intentions of others, is a 
disposition of still greater importance. Several considerations 
were formerly suggested (§ 310) which render it highly pro- 
bable, that there is much less vice or criminal intention in the 
world than is commonly imagined ; and that the greater part 
of the disputes among mankind arise from mutual mistake or 
misapprehension. It is but an instance, then, of that Justice 
we owe to others, to make the most candid allowances for their 
apparent deviations, and to give every action the most favour- 
able construction it can possibly admit of. Such a temper, 
while it renders a man respectable and amiable in society, 
contributes, perhaps, more than any other circumstance, to his 
private happiness. 

361. Candour in controversy implies a strong sense of Jus- 
tice, united to a disinterested love of Truth; two qualities 
which are so nearly allied that they can scarcely be supposed to 
exist separately. The latter guards the mind against error in 
its solitary speculations; the former imposes an additional 
check, when the irritation of dispute disturbs the cool exercise 
of the understanding. Where they are thus displayed in their 
joint effect, they evince the purity of that moral rectitude in 
which the essence of both consists ; but so rarely is this com- 
bination exhibited in human life, even in the character of those 
who maintain the fairest reputation for Justice and for Vera- 
city, as to warrant the conclusion, that these virtues (so effec- 
tually secured to a certain extent by compulsory law, or by 
public opinion) are, in a moral view, of fully as difficult attain- 
ment as any of the others. 

362. The foregoing illustrations are stated at some length, 
in order to correct those partial definitions of Justice, which 
restrict its province to a rigorous observance of the rules of 
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Integrity or Honesty, in our dealings with our fellow-creatures. 
So far as this last disposition proceeds from a sense of duty, 
uninfluenced by human laws, it coincides exactly with that 
branch of Virtue which has been now described under the title 
of Candour. 

IL or UPRIGHTNESS OR INTEGRITY. 

363. These words are commonly employed to express that 
disposition of mind which leads us to observe the rules of 
Justice in cases where our interest is supposed to interfere with 
the rights of other men ; [or, in other words, which leads us to 
do voluntarUy, whatever we can be justlj forced to do, by the 
magistrate,] — 2d edit ; a branch of Justice so important, that 
it has in a great measure appropriated the name to itself.^ The 
observations made by Mr. Hume* and Mr. Smith f on the dif- 
ferences between Justice and the other virtues, apply only to this 
last branch of it ; and it is this branch which properly forms 
the subject of that part of Ethics which is called Natural Juris- 
prudence. In the remaining paragraphs of this article, when 
the word Justice occurs, it is to be understood in the limited 
sense now mentioned. 

364. The circumstances which distinguish Justice from the 
other virtues are chiefly two. In the first place, its rules may 
be laid down with a degree of accuracy, of which moral pre- 
cepts do not, in any other instance, admit.^ Secondly, its rules 
may be enforced ; inasmuch as every breach of them violates 
the rights of some other person, and entitles him to employ 
force for his defence or security. 

365. Another distinction between Justice and the other 
virtues is much insisted on by Mr. Hume. It is, according to 
him, an artificial and not a natural virtue ; and derives all its 
obligation from the political union, and from considerations of 
utility. — [Hobbes.J] — 2rf edit 

1 [Taylor, (Elements of Civil Law?) f [Theory of Moral Sentimenii, Part 

p. 872.]— 1«< edit, II. tect. ii. ch. 1-3.] 

• i^^!^of^^;^ ^?^re, Book . ^^^ SentimenU, [I o.| 

III. part u. § 2, seq.—Inqtary concern- ' -^ » t j 

ing the PrineipUa of Morale, Sect. III. X [Leviathan, De Cive.] 
and Appendix iii.] 
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366. The principal argument alleged in support of this pro- 
position is, that there is no implanted principle prompting us 
by a blind impulse to the exercise of Justice, similar to those 
affections which conspire with and strengthen our benevolent 
dispositions. 

367. But granting the fact upon which this argument pro- 
ceeds, nothing can be inferred from it that makes an essential 
distinction between the obligations of Justice and of Bene- 
ficence ; for, so far as we act merely from the blind impulse of 
an affection, our conduct cannot be considered as virtuous. 
Our affections were given us to arrest our attention to parti- 
cular objects, whose happiness is connected with our exertions ; 
and to excite and support the activity of the mind, when a 
sense of duty might be insufficient for the purpose : but the 
propriety or impropriety of our conduct depends, in no instance, 
on the strength or weakness of the affection, but on our obey- 
ing or disobeying the dictates of reason and of conscience. 
These inform us, in language which it is impossible to mistake, 
that it is sometimes a duty to check the most amiable and 
pleasing emotions of the heart; to withdraw, for example, 
from the sight of those distresses which stronger claims forbid 
us to relieve, and to deny ourselves that exquisite luxury which 
arises from the exercise of humanity.-So far, therefore, as 
Benevolence is a virtue, it is precisely on the same footing with 
Justice ; that is, we approve of it, not because it is agreeable 
to us, but because we feel it to be a duty. 

368. It may be farther remarked, that there are very strong 
implanted principles which serve as checks on Injustice ; the 
principles, to wit, of Eesentment and of Indignation, which are 
surely as much a part of the human constitution, as pity or 
parental affection. That these principles imply a sense of In- 
justice, and consequently of Justice, was formerly observed, 
(§ 155.) 

369. In one remarkable instance, too. Nature has made an 
additional provision for keeping alive among men a sense of 
those obligations which Justice imposea That the good offices 
which we have received from others constitute a Debt which 
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it is morally incumbent on us to discharge by all lawful means 
in our power, is acknowledged in the common forms of expres- 
sion employed on such occasions, both by philosophers and the 
vulgar. As the obligations of Gratitude, however, do not 
admit (like the rules of honesty strictly so called) of support 
from the magistrate, Nature has judged it proper to enforce 
their observance, by one of the most irresistible and delightiul 
impulses of the human frame. According to this view of the 
subject, Gratitude, considered as a moral duty, is a branch of 
Justice, recommended to us in a peculiar manner by those 
pleasing emotions which accompany all the modes of bene- 
volent affection. It is, at the same time, a branch of what was 
formerly called rational benevolence ; not interfering with the 
duty we owe to mankind in general, but tending, in a variety 
of respects, to augment the sum of social happiness. The 
casuistical questions to which this part of Ethics has given rise, 
however perplexing some of them may appear in theory, sel- 
dom, if ever, occasion any hesitation in the conduct of those to 
whom a sense of duty is the acknowledged rule of action : — 
Such is the harmony among all the various parts of our consti- 
tution, when subjected to the control of reason and conscience ; 
and so nearly allied are the dispositions which prompt to the 
different offices of a virtuous life. 

370. As the rules of Justice, when applied to questions in- 
volving the rights of other men, admit, in their statement, of a 
degree of accuracy peculiar to themselves, that part of Ethics 
which relates to them has been formed, in modem times, into 
a separate branch of the science, under the title of Natural 
Jurisprudence. 

371. The manner in which this subject has been hitherto 
treated, has been much influenced by the professional habits of 
those who first turned their attention to it Not only have its 
principles been delivered in the form of a system of law ; but 
the technical language, and the arbitrary arrangements of the 
Boman code, have been servilely copied. 

372. In consequence of this, an important branch of the law 
of nature has gradually assumed an artificial and scholastic 
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appearance; and many capricious ma^ms have insensibly 
mingled themselves with the principles of universal jurispru- 
dence. Hence, too, the frivolous discussions with respect to 
minute and imaginary questions, which so often occupy the 
place of those general and fundamental disquisitions that are 
suggested by the common nature, and the common circum- 
stances, of the human race. 

373. A still more material inconvenience has resulted from 
the professional habits of the earliest writers on jurisprudence. 
Not contented with stating the rules of Justice in that form 
and language which was most familiar to their own minds, 
they have attempted to extend the same plan to all the other 
branches of Moral Philosophy ; and, by th6 help of arbitrary 
definitions, to supersede the necessity of accommodating their 
modes of inquiry to the various nature of their subject. Al- 
though Justice is the only branch of Virtue, in which there is 
always a Bight on the one hand, corresponding to an Obliga- 
tion on the other, they have contrived, by fictions of Imperfect 
and of External Bights, to treat indirectly of all our different 
duties, by pointing out the rights which are supposed to be 
their correlates. It is chiefly owing to this, that a study, which 
in the writings of the ancients is the most engaging and the 
most useful of any, has become, in so great a proportion of 
modem systems, as uninviting, and almost as useless, as the 
logic of the schoolmen. 

374. Besides these defects in the modem systems of juris- 
pmdence, (defects produced by the accidental habits of those 
who first cultivated the study,) there is another essential one, 
arising from the inaccurate conceptions which have been 
formed of the object of the science. Although the obligations 
of Justice are by no means resolvable into considerations of 
Utility, yet, in every political association, they are so blended 
together in the institutions of men, that it is impossible for us 
to separate them completely in our reasonings ; and accordingly 
(as Mr. Hume has remarked*) the writers on jurisprudence, 
while they profess to confine themselves entirely to the former, 

* [Inquiry concerning the PrindpUa of Morals, Sect. III.] 
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are contiimally taking principles for granted which have a re- 
ference to the latter. It seems, therefore, to be proper, instead 
of treating of jurisprudence merely as a system of natural 
justice, to unite it with politics ; and to illustrate the general 
principles of Justice and of Expediency, as they are actually 
combined in the constitution of society. This view of the sub- 
ject (which, according to the arrangement formerly mentioned, 
(§ 2,) belongs to the third part of Moral Philosophy) will shew, 
at the same time, how wonderfully these principles coincide in 
their applications ; and how partial those conceptions of utility 
are, which have so often led politicians to depart from what 
they felt to be just, in quest of what their limited judgment 
apprehended to be expedient 

ARTICLE llh^-OF VERACITY. 

375. The important rank which Veracity holds among our 
social duties, appears from the obvious consequences that would 
result, if no foundation were laid for it in the constitution of 
our nature. The purposes of speech would be frustrated, and 
every man's opportunities of knowledge would be limited to his 
own personal experience. 

376. Considerations of utility, however, do not seem to be 
the only ground of the approbation we bestow on this disposi- 
tion. Abstracting from all regard to consequences, there is 
something pleasing and amiable in sincerity, openness, and 
truth; something disagreeable and disgusting in duplicity, 
equivocation, and falsehood.^ Dr. Hutcheson himself, the great 
patron of that theory which resolves all moral qualities into 
Benevolence, confesses this; for he speaks of a sense which 
leads us to approve of Veracity, distinct from the sense which 
approves of qualities useful to mankind.* As this, however, is 

^ [Kmf mM ri /tiv ^I'lvS*! fmvk§f urn) captans aliquo, sed trahens 8U& digni • 

^i»T«v* T§ h Jiknfif umkit tuii IwrntHrif, tate : qaod genus virtus, scientia, veritiis 

'* A lie IB base and blameworthy of it- est." — (Cicero, De Jnventionef Lib. 11 

self, and truth is beautiful and praise- c. lii. — £d.)] — 3<^ edit. 

worthy."— Aristotle, {Eth. Nic. Lib. IV. ^ 

c. Til. — Ed.) — " Est quiddam, quod suH ' PhUosophioi MoraU* Itutttutut 

Ti nof allidat ad sese, non emolumento Compendiariaj [Lib. I. c. vL S 3 ; Lib. 
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at best but a vague way of speaking, it may be proper to 
analyze more particularly that part of our constitution, from 
which our approbation of Veracity arises. 

377. That there is in the human mind a natural or instinc- 
tive principle of Veracity, has been remarked by many authors, 
— ^the same part of our constitution which prompts to social 
intercourse, prompting also to sincerity in our mutual com- 
munications. Truth is always the spontaneous and native 
expression of our sentiments; whereas. Falsehood implies a 
certain violence done to our nature in consequence of the in- 
fluence of some motive which we are anxious to conceal — 
[Accordingly, it is remarked both by Beid and Smith, that the 
greatest liars, where they lie once, they speak truth a hundred 
times.] — 2d edit 

378. Corresponding to this instinctive principle of Veracity, 
there is a principle (coeval with the use of language) deter- 
mining us to repose faith in testimony.^ Without such a dis- 
position, the education of children would be impracticable; 
and accordingly, so far from being the result of experience, it 
seems to be, in the first instance, unlimited ; nature intrusting 
its gradual correction to the progress of reason and observation. 
It bears a striking analogy, both in its origin and in its final 
cause, to our instinctive expectation of the continuance of those 
laws which regulate the course of physical events, (§ 71. (3.) — 
[As this principle presupposes the general practice of veracity, 
it may be regarded as an additional intimation of that conduct 
which is conformable to the end and destination of our being.] 
— 2d edit 

379. In infancy, the former principle is by no means so con- 
spicuous as the latter ; and it sometimes happens, that a good 



II. c. X. § 1. See also System of MaraX 
Philosophy^ Book II. ch. x. g 1, seq, — 
Ed.] 

[To this principle Dr. Beid gives the 
title of the principle of Credulity. The 
phrase, however, is not very happily 
chosen ; and accordingly, an anony- 
mous writer has lately proposed to sub- 



stitute instead of credtdityy the word 
credence; which, I believe, is as unex- 
ceptionable a term as our language 
affords for conveying the idea.] — 2d 
edit. 

^ See Reid*s Inquiry^ Chap. vi. sec. 
24 ; and Smith's Theory, &c., kst edit, 
vol. ii. p. 326— [Part VI. sect 4.] 
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deal of care is necessary to cherish it But in such cases it 
will always be found, that there is some indirect motive com- 
bined with the desire of social communication ; such as Fear, 
or Vanity, or Mischief, or Sensuality. — [On this subject there 
is a remarkable coincidence between the doctrines of Beid's 
Inquiry^ and some observations of Smith in the last edition of 
his Theory. Both of these authors have evidently had a view 
to a refutation of a theory of Hume's, which would resolve our 
expectation in both cases, into a judgment of the understanding 
founded on experience,'] — 2d edit. An habitual disposition, 
therefore, to deceit, may be considered as an infallible symptom 
of some more remote, and perhaps less palpable evil, disorder- 
ing the moral constitution. It is only by detecting and re- 
moving this radical fault, that its pernicious consequences can 
be corrected. 

380. From these imperfect hints it would appear that every 
breach of Veracity indicates some latent vice, or some criminal 
intention, which an individual is ashamed to avow : And hence 
the peculiar beauty of openness or sincerity ; uniting, in some 
degree, in itself, the graces of all the other moral qualities of 
which it attests the existence. 

381. Fidelity to promises, which is commonly regarded as a 
branch of Veracity, is perhaps more properly a branch of Jus- 
tice ; but this is merely a question of arrangement, and of little 
consequence to our present purpose. 

382. If a person give his promise, intending to perform, but 
fails in the execution, his fault is, strictly speaking, a breach of 
Justice. As there is a natural faith in testimony, so there is 
a natural expectation excited by a promise. When I excite 
this expectation, and lead other men to act accordingly, I con- 
vey a right to the performance of my promise, and I act un- 
justly if I fail in performing it 

383. If a person promises, not intending to perform, he is 
guilty of a complication of injustice and falsehood; for although 
a declaration of present intention does not amount to a promise, 
every promise involves a declaration of present intention. 

384. In the cases which have been hitherto mentioned, the 



90 OUTLINES OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY. — PART II. 

practice of Veracity is secured, to a considerable extent, in 
modem Europe, by the received maxims of Horumry which 
brand with infamy every palpable deviation from the truth in 
matters of fact, or in the fulfilment of promisea Veracity, 
however, considered as a moral duty, is not confined to sincerity 
in the use of speech, but prohibits every circumstance in our 
external conduct, which is calculated to mislead others, by con- 
veying to them false information. It prohibits, in like manner, 
the wilful employment of sophistry in an argument, no le^ 
than a wilful misrepresentation of fact. The fashion of the 
times may establish distinctions in these different cases ; but 
none of them are sanctioned by the principles of morality. 

385. The same disposition of mind, which leads to the prac- 
tice of Veracity in our commerce with the world, cherishes the 
love of Truth in our philosophical inquiries. This active prin- 
ciple (which is indeed but another name for the principle of 
Curiosity) seems also to be an ultimate fact in the human frame. 

386. Although, however, in its fibrst origin, not resolvable 
into views of utility, the gradual discovery of its extensive 
effects on human improvement cannot fail to confirm and to 
augment its native influence on the mind. The connexion 
between error and misery, between truth and happiness, becomes 
more apparent as our researches proceed ; producing at last a 
complete conviction, that even in those cases where we are 
unable to trace it, the connexion subsists ; and encouraging 
the free and unbiassed exercise of our rational powers, as an 
expression at once of benevolence to man, and of confidence in 
the righteous administration of the imiverse. 



387. The duties which have been mentioned in this article 
are all independent of any particular relation between us and 
other men. But there is a great variety of other duties result- 
ing from such relations ; — the duties, for example, of Friend- 
ship and of Patriotism; besides those relative duties which 
moralists have distinguished by the titles of Economical and 
Political: — [comprehending under the former, the duties of 
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husband, wife, parent, child, master, servant ; and under the 
latter, the duties arising from the relation of magistrate and 
subject, &c.] — let edit. To attempt an enumeration of these, 
would lead into the details of practical Ethica 

SECT. in. — OF THE DUTIES WHICH RESPECT OURSELVES. 
ARTICLE FIRST.— GENERAL REMARKS ON THIS CLASS OF OUR DUTIES. 

388. Prudence,^ Temperance, and Fortitude, are no less re- 
quisite for enabling us to discharge our social duties, than for 
securing our own private happiness ; — but as they do not 
necessarily imply any reference to our fellow-creatures, they 
seem to belong most properly to this third branch of Virtue. 

389. An illustration of the nature and tendency of these 
qualities, and of the means by which they are to be improved 
and confirmed, although a most important article of Ethics, 
does not lead to any discussions of so abstract a kind, as to 
require particular attention in a work, of which brevity is a 
principal object 

390. It is sufficient here to remark, that, independently of all 
considerations of utility, either to ourselves or to others, these 
qualities are approved of as right and becoming. Their utility, 
at the same time, or rather necessity, for securing the discharge 
of our other duties, adds greatly to the respect they command, 
and is certainly the chief ground of the obligation we lie under, 
to cultivate the habits by which they are formed. 

391. A steady regard, in the conduct of life, to the happiness 
and perfection of our own nature, and a diligent study of the 
means by which these ends may be attained, is another duty 
belonging to this branch of virtue. It is a duty so important 
and comprehensive, that it leads to the practice of all the rest ; 
and is therefore entitled to a very full and particular examina- 
tion, in a system of Moral Philosophy. Such an examination, 
while it leads our thoughts ^^ to the end and aim of our being,'' 

^ [" Canniog is a kind of short-sighted- to discern things at a distance." — ^Addi- 
ness, that discoYers the minutest objects son.] — Zd edit, 
which are near at hand, but is not able 
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will again bring under our review the various duties already 
considered ; and, by showing how they all conspire in recom- 
mending the same dispositions, will illustrate the unity of design 
in the human constitution, and the benevolent wisdom displayed 
in its formation. Other subordinate duties, besides, which it 
would be tedious to enumerate under sepai-ate titles, may thus 
be placed in a light more interesting and agreeabla 

ARTICLE SECOND. — OF THE DUTY OF EMPLOYING THE MEANS WE 
POSSESS TO PROMOTE OUR OWN HAPPINESa 

392. According to Dr. Hutcheson, our conduct, so far as it is 
influenced by self-love, is never the object of moral approbation. 
Even a regard to the pleasures of a good conscience he consi- 
dered as detracting from the merit of those actions which it 
encourages us to perform.^ 

393. That the principle of Self-love (or, in other words, the 
desire of happiness) is neither an object of approbation nor of 
blame, is suiB^ciently obvious. It is inseparable from the nature 
of man, as a rational and a sensitive being, (§ 161.) 

394. It is, however, no less obvious, on the other hand, that 
this desire, considered as a principle of action, has by no means 
a uniform influence on the conduct Our animal appetites, 
our affections, and the other inferior principles of our nature, 
interfere as often with Self-love as with benevolence ; and mis- 
lead us from our own happiness as much as from the duties we 
owe to others. 

395. In these cases, eyery spectator pronounces that we de- 
serve to suffer for our folly and indiscretion ; and we ourselves, 
as soon as the tumult of passion is over, feel in the same 
manner. Nor is this remorse merely a sentiment of regret for 
having missed that happiness which we might have enjoyed. 
We are dissatisfled, not with our condition merely, but with 
our conduct ; — with our having forfeited, by our own impru- 
dence, what we might have attained.^ 

^ [Shaftesbary does not go so far — ' See Butler^s Sermons. — Disserta- 

see Inqyxry^ Part III. sect, ill.] — 1st turn on the Nature of Virtue, [sects. 
edU. 66, 67.1 
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396. It is true that we do not feel so warm an indignation 
against the neglect of private good, as against perfidy, cruelty, 
and injustice. The reason probably is, that imprudence com- 
monly carries its own punishment along with it ; and our re- 
sentment is disarmed by pity. — Indeed, as that habitual regard 
to his own happiness, which every man feels, unless when under 
the influence of some violent appetite, is a powerful check on 
imprudence ; it was less necessary to provide an additional pun- 
ishment for this vice, in the indignation of the world. 

397. From the principles now stated, it follows, that, in a 
person who believes in a future state, the criminality of every 
bad action is aggravated by the imprudence with which it is 
accompanied. 

398. It follows also, that the punishments annexed by the 
civil magistrate to particular actions, render the commission of 
them more criminal than it would otherwise be ; insomuch, that 
if an action, in itself perfectly indifferent, were prohibited by 
some arbitrary law, under a severe penalty, the conomission of 
that action (unless we were called to it by some urgent consi- 
deration of duty) would be criminal ; not merely on account of 
the obedience which a subject owes to established authority, but 
on account of the regard which every man ought to feel for his 
life and reputation. 

ARTICLE THIRD. — OF HAPPINESa 

399. The most superficial observation of life is sufficient to 
convince us, that happiness is not to be attained, by giving 
every appetite and desire the gratification they demand ; and 
that it is necessary for us to form to ourselves some plan or 
system of conduct, in subordination to which all other objects 
are to be pursued. 

400. To ascertain what this system ought to be, is a problem 
which has in all ages employed the speculations of philosophers. 
Among the ancients, it was the principal subject of controversy 
which divided the schools ; and it was treated in such a manner 
as to involve almost every other question of Ethics. The 
opinions maintained with respect to it by some of their sects, 
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comprehended many of the most important truths to which the 
inquiry leads ; and leave little to be added, but a few correc- 
tions and limitations of their conclusions. 



L OPINIONS OF THE ANCIENTS, CONCERNING THE 

SOVEREIGN GOOD.^ 

401. These opinions may be all reduced to three ; those of 
the Epicureans, of the Stoics^ and of the Peripatetics. 

402. According to Epicurus, bodily pleasure and pain are 
the sole ultimate objects of desire and aversion ; and everything 
else is desired or shunned, from its supposed tendency to pro- 
cure the former, or to save us from the latter. Even the 
virtues are not valuable on their own account, but as the means 
of subjecting our pleasures and pains to our own power.^ 

403. The pleasures and pains of the mind are all derived (in 
the system of this Philosopher) from the recollection and anti- 
cipation of those of the body ; but these recollections and anti- 
cipations are represented as of more value to our happiness, on 
the whole, than the pleasures and pains from which they are 
derived ; for they occupy a much greater proportion of life, 
and the regulation of them depends on ourselves. Epicurus, 
therefore, placed the supreme good in ease of body and tran- 
quillity of mind, but much more in the latter than in the 
former ; insomuch that he affirmed that a wise man might pre- 
serve his happiness imder any degree of bodily suffering. 

404. Notwithstanding the errors and paradoxes of this 
system, and the very dangerous language in which its prin- 
ciples are expressed, it deserves the attention of those who pro- 
secute moral inquiries, on account of the testimony it bears to 
the connexion between Virtue and Happinesa And accord- 
ingly, Mr. Smith remarks, that " Seneca, though a Stoic, the 
sect most opposite to that of Epicurus, yet quotes this philoso- 
pher more frequently tlian any other."* 

^ See InsHtutea of Moral PkUoaophi/j * [Theory of Moral Sewtimenti, 

by Dr. Ferguson. Part VI. sect. ii. ch. 4.] 

* Cicero, De Finibutf lib. L c. xiii. 
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405. The Stoics placed the supreme good in rectitude of 
conduct, without any regard to the event 

406. They did not however, recommend an indifference to 
external objects, or a life of inactivity and apathy ; but, on the 
contrary, they taught that Nature pointed out to us certain 
objects of choice and rejection, and amongst these, some as 
more to be chosen and avoided than others ; and that virtue 
consisted in choosing and rejecting objects according to their 
intrinsic valua They only contended that these objects should 
be pursued, not as the means of our happiness, but because we 
believe it to be agreeable to nature that we should pursue 
them ; and that, therefore, when we have done our utmost^ we 
should regard the event as indifferent 

407. The scale of desirable objects exhibited in this system, 
was peculiarly calculated to encourage the social virtues. It 
taught, that the prosperity of two was preferable to that of one, 
that of a city to that of a family, and that of our country to all 
partial considerations. On this principle, added to a sublime 
sentiment of piety, it founded its chief argument for an entire 
resignation to the dispensations of Providence. As all events 
are ordered by perfect wisdom and goodness, the Stoics con- 
cluded that whatever happens is calculated to produce the 
greatest possible good to the universe in general. As it is 
agreeable, therefore, to nature, that we should prefer the happi- 
ness of many to that of a few, and of all to that of many, they 
concluded, that every event which happens is precisely that 
which we ourselves would have desired if we had been 
acquainted with the whole scheme of the Divine adminis- 
tration. 

408. While the Stoics held this elevated language, they 
acknowledged the weaknesses of humanity ; but insisted that it 
is the business of the philosopher to delineate what is perfect, 
without lowering the dignity of Virtue by limitations arising 
from the frailties of mankind.^ 

^ The most important doctrines of which distinguish all his writings, in 
this school have been illustrated by Dr. a work lately published, on the Prinei- 
Ferguson, with that depth and eloquence pUs of Moral and BdHUcoI PMhiophy, 
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409. In the greater part of these opinions, the Peripatetics 
agreed with the Stoics. They admitted, that Virtue ought to 
be the law of our conduct, and that no other good was to be 
compared to it ; but they did not represent it as the sole good, 
nor affect a total indifference to things external. ^^ Pugnant 
Stoici cum Peripateticis," says Cicero: "Alteri negant quid- 
quam bonum esse nisi quod honestum sit ; alteri longe longe- 
que plurimum se attribuere honestati ; sed tamen et in corpore, 
et extra, esse quaedam bona. Certamen honestum, et disputatio 
splendida."* 

410. On the whole, it appears, (to use the words of Dr. Fer- 
guson,) that '^all these sects acknowledged the necessity of 
virtue, or allowed, that in every well-directed pursuit of happi- 
ness, the strictest regard to morality was required. The Stoics 
alone maintained that this regard itself was happiness, or that 
to run the course of an active, strenuous, wise, and beneficent 
mind, was itself the very good which we ought to pursue,"t 

IL ADDITIONAL REMARKS ON HAPPINESa 

411. From the slight view now given of the systems of phi- 
losophers, with respect to the sovereign good, it may be assumed 
as an acknowledged and indisputable fact, that happiness arises 
chiefly from the Mind. The Stoics perhaps expressed this too 
strongly, when they said, that to a wise man external circum- 
stances are indifferent. Yet it must be confessed, that happi- 
ness depends much less on these than is commonly imagined,; 
and that, as there is no situation so prosperous, as to exclude 
the torments of malice, cowardice, and remorse ; so there is 
none so adverse, as to withhold the enjoyment of a benevolent, 
resolute, and upright heart. 

412. If from the sublime idea of a perfectly wise and virtuous 
man, we descend to such characters as the world presents to us, 
some important limitations of the Stoical conclusions become 

The reader may also consalt the Ac- to the Stoicism of the Roman Law, see 

count of the Stoical system in Mr. Taylor's Elements.] — 1«< and Zd editt. 
Smith's Theory^ last edition ; anji the * {De Fin. Lib. II. c. xxi.] 

notes subjoined by Mr. Harris to his f [See Principle$ of Moral and IbH- 

Dialogue on Happiness. — [With respect Heal Science, Fart II. ch. i. sect 7.] 
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necessary. Mr. Hume has remarked,* that " as in the bodily 
system a toothache produces more violent convulsions of pain 
than a phthisis or a dropsy ; so in the economy of the mind, 
although all vice be pernicious, yet the disturbance or pain is 
not measured out by nature with exact proportion to the degree 
of vice." — ^The same author adds, that " if a man be liable to 
a vice or imperfection, it may often happen, that a good 
quality which he possesses along with it, will render him more 
miserable than if he were completely vicioua" 

413. Abstracting even from these considerations, and sup> 
posing a character as perfect as the frailty of human nature 
admits of, various mental qualities, which have no inmiediate 
connexion with moral desert, are necessary to insure happiness. 
In proof of this remark, it is sufficient to consider, how much 
our tranquillity is liable to be affected, — 

(1.) By our Temper. 
(2.) By our ImagiDation. 
(3.) By our Opinions. And, 
(4) And by our Habits. 

414. In all these respects, the mind may be influenced, to a 
great degree, by original constitution, or by early education ; 
and when this influence happens to be unfavourable, it is not 
to be corrected, at once, by the precepts of philosophy. Much, 
however, may undoubtedly be done, in such instances, by our 
own persevering efforts; and therefore the particulars now 
enumerated, deserve our attention, not only from their con- 
nexion with the speculative question concerning the essentials 
of happiness, but on account of the practical conclusions to 
which the consideration of them may lead. 

INFLUENCE OF THE TEMPER ON HAPPINESa 

415. The word Temper, which has various significations in 
our language, is here used to express the habitual state of the 
mind in point of Irascibility ; — a part of the character inti- 
mately connected with happiness, in consequence of the pleasures 

• [Not Essay xri., The Stoic, bat Essay xTiii., The Sceptic, towards the end.] 
VOL. VI. O 
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and pains attached respectively to the exercise of our bene* 
volent and malevolent affections, (§§ 147, 157.) 

416. Resentment was distinguished (§ 154) into Instinctive 
and Deliberate ; the latter of which, it was observed, (§ 155,) 
has always a reference to the motives of the person against 
whom it is directed, and implies a sense of justice, or of moral 
good and evil 

417. In some men the animal or instinctive impulse is 
stronger than in others. Where this is the case, or where 
proper care has not been taken in early education to bring it 
under restraint, a quick or irascible temper is the necessary 
consequence. It is a fault frequently observable in affectionate 
and generous characters ; and impairs their happiness, not so 
much by the effects it produces on their minds, as by the 
eventual misfortunes to which it exposes them. 

418. When the animal resentment does not immediately 
subside, it must be supported by an opinion of bad intention 
in its object : and, consequently, when this happens to an indi- 
vidual so habitually as to be characteristical of his temper, it 
indicates a disposition on his part to put unfavourable con- 
structions on the actions of othera In some instances, this 
may proceed from a settled conviction of the worthlessness of 
mankind : but, in general, it originates in self-dissatisfaction, 
occasioned by the consciousness of vice or folly ; which leads 
the person who feels it, to withdraw his attention from himself, 
by referring the causes of his ill-humour to the imaginary 
faults of his neighbours. 

419. For curing these mental disorders, nothing is so effec- 
tual as the cultivation of that candour with respect to the 
motives of others, which results from habits of attention to our 
own infirmities, and to the numerous circumstances which, 
independently of any criminal intention, produce the appear- 
ance of vice, in human conduct, (§ 360.) 

420. By suppressing, too, as far as possible, the external 
signs of peevishness, or of violence, much may be done to pro- 
duce a gradual alteration in the state of the mind; and to 
render us not only more agreeable to others, but more happy 
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in ourselves. — So intimate is the connexion between mind and 
body, that the mere imitation of any strong expression has a 
tendency to excite the corresponding passion ; and, on the other 
band, the suppression of the external sign has a tendency to 
compose the passion which it indicates. 

421. The influence of the temper on happiness is much 
increased by another circumstance: That the same causes 
which alienate our hearts from our fellow-creatures, are apt to 
suggest unfavourable views of the course of human affairs, and 
lead, by an easy transition, to a desponding scepticism. 

422. As the temper has, in these instances, an influence on 
the opinions ; so the views we form of the administration of 
the universe, and, in particular, of the condition and prospects 
of man, have a reciprocal influence on the temper. The belief 
of overruling wisdom and goodness communicates the most 
heart-felt of all satisfactions ; and the idea of prevailing order 
and happiness has an habitual effect in composing the dis- 
cordant affections; similar to what we experience, when, in 
some retired and tranquil scene, we enjoy the sweet serenity 
of a summer evening. — [Akenside, p. 240.*] — Ist edit. 

INFLX7ENCE OF THE IMAQINATION ON HAPPINESS. 

423. One of the principal effects of a liberal education, is to 
accustom us to withdraw our attention from the objects of our 
present perceptions, and to dwell at pleasure on the past, the 
absent, and the future. How much it must enlarge, in this 
way, the sphere of our enjoyment or suffering, is obvious ; for 
(not to mention the recollection of the past) all that part of 
our happiness or misery, which arises from our hopes or our 
fears, derives its existence entirely from the power of Imagi* 
nation. 

424. In some men, indeed, Imagination produces little either 
of pleasure or of pain ; its exercise being limited, in a great 
measure, to the anticipation or recollection of sensual gratifi- 
cations. 

425. To others it is an instrument of exquisite distress ; — 

• [Pleamrea of Imoffinatian, Book III. I. 471 ?] 
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where the mind, for instance, has been early depressed with 
scepticism, or alarmed with the terrors of superstition. 

426. To those whose education has been fortunately con- 
ducted, it opens inexhaustible sources of delight ; presenting 
continually to their thoughts the fairest views of mankind and 
of Providence; and, under the deepest gloom of adverse fortune, 
gilding the prospects of futurity. 

427. The liveliness of the pictures which imagination ex- 
hibits, depends probably, in part, on original constitution ; but 
much more on the care with which this faculty has been culti- 
vated in our tender years. The complexion of these pictures, 
in point of gaiety or sadness, depends almost entirely on the 
associations which our first habits have led us to form. 

428. Even on those men whose imaginations have received 
little or no cultivation, the influence of association is great, 
and enters more or less into every estimate they form of the 
value of external objects. Much may be done by a wise edu- 
cation to render this part of our constitution subservient to our 
happiness, (§ 60.) 

429. Where the mind has been hurt by early impressions, 
they are not to be corrected wholly by Reasoning. More is to 
be expected from the opposite associations which may be gra- 
dually formed by a new course of studies and of occupations, or 
by a complete change of scenes, of habits, and of society. 

INFLUENCE OF OPINIONS ON HAPPINESS. 

430. By Opinions are here meant, not merely speculative 
conclusions to which we have given our assent, but convictions 
which have taken root in the mind, and have an habitual in- 
fluence on the conduct. 

431. Of these opinions, a very great and important part are, 
in the case of all mankind, interwoven by education with their 
first habits of thinking; or are insensibly imbibed from the 
manners of the times. 

432. Where such opinions are erroneous, they may often be 
corrected, to a great degree, by the persevering efibrts of a re- 
flecting and a vigorous mind ; but as the number of minds 
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capable of reflection is comparatively small, it becomes a duty 
on all who have themselves experienced the happy eflfects of 
juster and more elevated principles, to impart, as far as they 
are able, the same blessing to others. The subject is of too 
great extent to be prosecuted in a treatise of which the plan 
excludes all attempts at illustration ; but the reader will find it 
discussed at great length, in a very valuable section of Dr. 
Ferguson's Principles of Moral and Political Science} 

INFLUENCE OF HABITS ON HAPPINESS. 

433. The effects of Habit in reconciling our minds to the in- 
conveniences of our situation, was formerly remarked, (§ 314 ;) 
and an argument was drawn from it in proof of the goodness 
of our Creator, who, besides making so rich a provision of ob- 
jects suited to the principles of our nature, has thus bestowed 
on us a power of accommodation to external circumstances 
which these principles teach us to avoid. 

434. This tendency, however, of the mind to adapt itself to 
the objects with which it is familiarly conversant, may, in some 
instances, not only be a source of occasional suffering, but may 
disqualify us for relishing the best enjoyments which human 
life affords. The habits contracted during infancy and child- 
hood are so much more inveterate than those of our maturer 
years, that they have been justly said to constitute a second 
nature ; and if, unfortunately, they have been formed amidst 
circumstances over which we have no control, they leave us no 
security for our happiness, but the caprice of fortune. 

435. To habituate the minds of children to those occupations 
and enjoyments alone, which it is in the power of an individual, 
at all times, to command, is the most solid foundation that can 
be laid for their future tranquillity. These, too, are the occu- 
pations and enjoyments which afford the most genuine and sub- 
stantial satisfaction : and if education were judiciously employed 
to second, in this respect, the recommendations of nature, they 
might appropriate to themselves all the borrowed charms which 
the vanities of the world derive from casual associations. 

' Part II. ohap. i. sect. 8. 
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436. With respect to pursuits which depend, in the first in- 
stance, on our own choice, it is of the last consequence for us 
to keep constantly in view, how much of the happiness of man- 
kind arises from habit ; and, in the formation of our plans, to 
disregard those prepossessions and prejudices which so often 
warp the judgment in the conduct of Ufa ^^ Choose that course 
of action (says Pythagoras) which is best, and custom will soon 
render it the most agreeable."* — ["Brevis est institutio vitae 
honestad beataaque, si credas. Natura enim nos ad mentem op- 
timam genuit : adeoque discere meliora volentibus promptum 
est, ut vere intuenti minim sit illud magis, malos esse tam 
multos. Nam ut aqua piscibus, ut sicca terrenis, circumfusus 
nobis spiritus volucribus convenit : ita certe facilius esse oppor- 
tebat, secundum naturam, quam contra earn vivere.''— Quin- 
tilian, Instit Lib. XII. c. xi] — 2d edit 



437. The foregoing remarks relate to what may be called 
the essentials of happiness ; — the circumstances which consti- 
tute the general state or habit of mind, that is necessaiy to lay 
a ground-work for every other enjoyment. 

438. This foundation being supposed, the sum of happiness 
enjoyed by an individual will be proportioned to the degree in 
which he is able to secure all the various pleasures belonging 
to our nature. 

439. These pleasures may be referred to the following heads : — 
(1.) The pleasures of Activity and Kepose. 

(2.) The pleasures of Sense. 

(3.) The pleasures of Imagination, 

(4.) The pleasures of the Understanding. 

(5.) The pleasures of the Heart. 

440. An examination and comparison of these different 
classes of our enjoyments is necessary, even on the Stoical 
principles, to complete the inquiry concerning happiness ; in 
order to ascertain the relative value of the different objects of 
choice and rejection. 

• [Pbtorch, (De EoHm: Opera, Tom. II. p. 602, ed. Xylandri.)] 
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441. Such an examination, however, would lead into details 
inconsistent with the plan, and foreign to the design of these 
Outlinea To those who choose to prosecute the subject, it 
opens a field of speculation equally curious and useful, and 
much less exhausted by moralists than might have been 
expected from its importance. 

442. The practical conclusion resulting from the inquiry is, 
that the wisest plan of economy, with respect to our pleasures, 
is not merely compatible with a strict observance of the rules 
of morality, but is, in a great measure, comprehended in these 
rules^ and, therefore, that the happiness, as well as the perfection 
of our nature, consists in doing our duty, with as little solicitude 
about the event, as is consistent with the weakness of humanity. 

443. It may be useful once more to remark, (§ 172, (3,) 
before leaving the subject, that notwithstanding these happy 
effects of a virtuous life, the principle of Duty and the desire 
of Happiness are radically distinct from each other. The peace 
of mind, indeed, which is the immediate reward of good actions, 
and the sense of merit with which they are accompanied, create, 
independently of experience, a very strong presumption in 
favour of the connexion between Happiness and Virtue ; but 
the &ci8 in human life which justify this conclusion, are not 
obvious to careless spectators ; nor would philosophers in every 
age have agreed so unanimously in adopting it, if they had not 
been led to the truth by a shorter and more direct process than 
an examination of the remote consequences of virtuous and of 
vicious conduct. 

444. To this observation it may be added, that if the desire of 
Happiness were the sole, or even the ruling principle of action, 
in a good man, it could scarcely fail to frustrate its own object, 
by filling his mind with anxious conjectures about futurity, and 
i^ith perplexing calculations of the various chances of good 
and evil Whereas he, whose ruling principle of action is a 
sense of Duty, conducts himself in the business of life with' 
boldness, consistency, and dignity, and finds himself rewarded 
by that happiness which so often eludes the pursuit of those 
who exert every faculty of the mind, in order to attain it 
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SECTION IV. — OF THE DIFFERENT THEORIES WHICH HAVE BEEN 
FORMED CONCERNING THE OBJECT OF MORAL APPROBATION. 

445. It was before remarked, (§ 245,) that the different 
Theories of Virtue which have prevailed in modem times, 
have arisen chiefly from attempts to trace all the branches 
of our duty to one principle of action ; such as a rational Self- 
love, Benevolence, Justice, or a disposition to obey the will of 
Qo± 

446. That none of these Theories is agreeable to fact, may be 
collected from the reasonings which have been already stated. 
The harmony, however, which exists among our various good 
dispositions, and their general coincidence in determining us 
to the same course of life, bestows on all of them, when skilfully 
proposed, a certain degree of plausibility. 

447. The systematical spirit, from which they have taken 
their rise, although a fertile source of error, has not been 
without its use; inasmuch as it has roused the attention of 
ingenious men to the most important of all studies, that of the 
end and destiDation of human life. The facility, at the same 
time, with which so great a variety of consequences may be 
all traced from distinct principles, affords a demonstration of 
that unity and consistency of design, which is no less con- 
spicuous in the moral, than in the material world. 



SECTION V. — OF THE GENERAL DEFINITION OF VIRTUE. 

448. The various duties which have now been considered, all 
agree with each other in one common quality, that of being 
obligatory on rational and voluntary agents ; and they are all 
enjoined by the same authority ; — ^the authority of conscience. 
These duties, therefore, are but different articles of one law^ 
which is properly expressed by the word Virtue; [or still 
more unequivocally, by the phrase. Moral Law of Na^re,] — 
2d edit. 
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449. The same word (as will be more particularly stated in 
the next section) is employed to express the moral excellence 
of a character. When so employed, it seems properly to de- 
note a confirmed Habit of mind, as distinguished from good 
dispositions operating occasionally. It was formerly said, 
(§ 161,) that the characters of men receive their denomina- 
tions of Covetous, Voluptuous, Ambitious, &c. from the par- 
ticular active principle which prevailingly influences the 
conduct. A man, accordingly, whose ruling or habitual prin- 
ciple of action is a sense of Duty, or a regard to what is Bight^ 
may be properly denominated Virtuous. Agreeably to this 
view of the subject, the ancient Pythagoreans defined Virtue 
to he/E^t^ Tov ScWo^:* — the oldest definition of Virtue of 
which we have any account, and the most unexception- 
able, perhaps, which is yet to be found in any system of 
philosophy. 

450. These observations lead to an explanation of what has 
at first sight the appearance of paradox in the ethical doctrines 
of Aristotle ; that where there is Self-denial there is no Virtua^ 
That the merit of particular actions is increased by the self- 
denial with which they are accompanied, cannot be disputed : 
but it is only when we are learning the practice of our duties, 
that this self-denial is exercised, (for the practice of morality, 
as well as of everjrthing else, is facilitated by repeated acts ;) 
and, therefore, if the word Virtue be employed to express that 
habit of mind which it is the great object of a good man to 
confirm, it will follow, that, in proportion as he approaches 
to it, his efibrts of self-denial must diminish ; and that all 
occasion for them would cease, if his end were completely 
attained. 



* ['A Y A^trk, Viit Tit ifri r£ )i«»r«f ,~ 
as the Doric lias it of the fragment 
Bttribnted to Theages, (Gale, C>pti«eu- 
la MythcKogica^ Phytica^ et Eihica^ 
p. 690, ed. Amstel. 1688.) The defini- 
tion merits Mr. Stewart's encomium; 
bat all the Pythagorean fragments, 
Physical and Ethical, preserved by Sto- 



baeuB, &c., are comparatively recent 
forgeries, fabricated from the works 
especially of Plato and Aristotle, and 
these philosophers are not plagiarists 
of more ancient writers as vulgarly 
believed. — Ed!\ 

* Ancient Metapkytic$t Vol. HI. p. 
xli. of the Preface. 
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SECTION VL— OF AN AMBIGUITY IN THE WORDS RIGHT AND 

WRONG, VIRTUE AND VICE. 

451. The epithets Right and Wrong, Virtuous and Vicious, 
are applied sometimes to eoctemal actions^ and sometimes to 
the intentions of the agent. A similar ambiguity may be 
remarked in the corresponding words in other languages. 

452. The distinction made by some moralists between Abso- 
lute and Belative Bectitude, was introduced, in order to obviate 
the confusion of ideas which this ambiguity has a tendency to 
produce ; and it is a distinction of so great importance, as to 
merit a particular illustration in a system of Ethics. 

453. An action may be said to be Absolutely right, when it 
is in every respect suitable to the circumstances in which the 
agent is placed : or, in other words, when it is such, as, with 
perfectly good intentions, under the guidance of an enlightened 
and well-informed understanding, he would have performed. 

454 An action may be said to be Relatively right, when the 
intentions of the agent are sincerely good ; — whether his con- 
duct be suitable to his circumstances or not. 

455. According to these definitions, an action may be right, 
in one sense, and wrong in another ; an ambiguity in language, 
which, how obvious soever, has not always been attended to by 
the writers on morals. 

456. It is the relative rectitude of an action which deter- 
mines the moral desert of the agent ; but it is its absolute rec- 
titude which determines its utility to his worldly interests, and 
to the welfare of Society. And it is only so far as relative and 
absolute rectitude coincide, that utility can be affirmed to be a 
quality of virtue. 

457. A strong sense of duty will indeed induce us to avail 
ourselves of all the talents we possess, and of all the informa- 
tion within our reach, to act agreeably to the rules of absolute 
rectitude. And if we fail in doing so, our negligence is criminal 
But still, in every particular instance, our duty consists in doing 
what appears to us to be right at the time ; and if, while we 
follow this rule, we should incur any blame, our demerit does 
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not arise fix)m acting according to an erroneous judgment, but 
from our previous misemployment of the means we possessed, 
for correcting the errors to which our judgment is liabla 

458. From these principles it follows, That actions, although 
materially right, are not meritorious with respect to the agent, 
unless p^ormed from a sense of duty. This sense necessarily 
accompanies every action which is an object of moral appro- 
bation. 



SECTION YU.— OF THE OFFICE AND USE OF REASON IN THE 

PRACTIOB OF MORALITY. 

459. It was observed (§ 457) that a strong sense of duty, 
while it leads us to cultivate with care our good dispositions, 
will induce us to avail ourselves of all the means in our power 
for the wise regulation of our external conduct. The occasions 
on which it is necessary for us to employ our reason in this 
way, are chiefly the three following : — 

(1.) When we have ground for suspecting that our moral 
judgments and feelings may have been warped and perverted 
by the prejudices of education. 

(2.) When there appears to be an interference between 
different duties, so as to render it doubtful in what the exact 
propriety of conduct consists. To this head may be referred 
those cases in which the rights of different parties are con- 
cerned. 

(3.) When the ends at which our duty prompts us to aim, 
are to be accomplished by means which require choice and 
deliberation. 

460. It is owing to the last of these considerations, that the 
study of happiness, both private and public, becomes an im- 
portant part of the science of Ethics. Indeed, without this 
study, the best dispositions of the heart, whether relating to 
ourselves or to others, may be in a great measure useless. 

461. The subject of happiness, so far as relates to the Indi- 
vidual, has been already considered. — The great extent and 
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diflficulty of those inquiries which have for their object to 
ascertain what constitutes the happiness of a Community^ and 
by what means it may be most effectually promoted, make it 
necessaiy to separate them from the other questions of Ethics, 
and to form them into a distinct branch of the science. 

462. It is not, however, in this respect alone, that politics is 
connected with the other branches of Moral Philosophy. The 
provisions which nature has made for the intellectual and 
moral progress of the species, all suppose the existence of the 
political union: And the particular form which this union 
happens, in the case of any Community, to assume, determines 
many of the most important circumstances in the character of 
the people, and many of those opinions and habits which affect 
the happiness of private life. 



[Part Third, — " Of Man considered as the Member of a 
Political body," will be found at the commencement of Vol. 
VIII.— JEa.J 
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PREFACE. 



Before proceeding to my proper Bubject, I may be per- 
mitted to say something in explanation of the large, and 
perhaps disproportionate space which I have allotted in these 
volumes to the Doctrines of Natural Beligion. To account for 
this I have to observe, that this part of my Work contains the 
substance of Lectures given in the University of Edinburgh, in 
the year 1792-93, and for almost twenty years afterwards, and 
that my hearers comprised many individuals, not only from 
England and the United States of America, but not a few 
from France, Switzerland, the north of Germany, and other 
parts of Europe. To those who reflect on the state of the 
world at that period, and who consider the miscellaneous cir- 
cumstances and characters of my audience, any fisurther explana- 
tion on this head is, I trusty unnecessary. 

The danger with which I conceived the youth of this 
country to be threatened, by that inundation of sceptical or 
rather atheistical publications which were then imported from 
the Continent, was immensely increased by the enthusiasm 
which, at the dawn of the French Kevolution, was naturally 
excited in young and generous minds. A supposed connexion 
between an enlightened zeal for Political Liberty and the 
reckless boldness of the uncompromising free-thinker, operated 
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powerfully with the vain and the ignorant in favour of the pub- 
lications alluded to. 

Another circumBtance concurred with those which have been 
mentioned in prompting me to a more full and STstematical 
illustration of these doctrines than had been attempted by any 
of my predecessors. Certain divines in Scotland were pleased, 
soon after this critical era, to discover a disposition to set at 
nought the evidences of Natural Religion, with a professed, 
and, I doubt not, in many cases, with a sincere view to 
strengthen the cause of Christianity. Some of these writers 
were probably not aware that they were only repeating the 
language of Bayle, Hume, Helvetius, and many other modem 
authors of the same description, who have endeavoured to 
cover their attacks upon those essential principles on which all 
religion is founded, under a pretended zeal for the interests of 
Bevelation. It was not thus, I recollected, that Cudworth, 
and Barrow, and Locke, and Clarke, and Butler reasoned on 
the subject ; nor those enlightened writers of a later date, who 
have consecrated their learning and talents to the farther illus- 
tration of the same argument "He," says Locke, who has 
forcibly and concisely expressed their common sentiments, 
" He that takes away Beason to make way for Revelation puts 
out the light of both, and does much the same as if we would 
persuade a man to put out his eyes, the better to receive the 
light of an invisible star by a telescope."^ 

This passage from Locke brought to my recollection the 
memorable words of Melanchthon, so remarkably distinguished 
from most of our other Reformers by the mildness of his 
temper and the liberality of his opinions: "Wherefore our 
decision is this ; that those precepts which learned men have 
committed to writing, transcribing them from the common 

* Euay on the Human Understanding, Book IV. chap. xix. sect 4. 
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reason and common feelings of human nature, are to be 
accounted as not less divine than those contained in the tables 
given to Moses ; and that it could not be the intention of our 
Maker to supersede, by a law graven upon stone, that which is 
written with his own finger on the table of the heart/'* 

Strongly impressed with these ideas, I published for the use 
of my students, in November 1793, a small Manual under the 
title of Outlines of Moral Philosophy^ which I afterwards used 
as a text-book as long as I continued to give lectures in the 
University. The second part of this Manual contains the 
same principles, expressed nearly in the same words, with the 
present publication, in which these principles are much more 
fully expanded, illustrated, and defended. 

My attention was thus imperatively called to this part of my 
course in a greater degree than to any other, by the aspect of 
the times when I entered upon the duties of my office as Pro- 
fessor of Moral Philosophy. And it gives me heartfelt satis- 
&ction to believe, that, in consequence of the more general 
diffusion of knowledge among all ranks of people, such discus- 
sions are now become much less necessary than they seemed to 
me to be at that period. In this belief I am confirmed by the 
eagerness with which the " Library of Useful Knowledge*' has 
been welcomed by that class of readers for whom it is more 
peculiarly intended. In the admirable Preliminary Treatise 
on the Objects, Advantages, and Pleasures of Science,t it is 
said, — " The highest of all our gratifications in the contempla- 
tion of science remains : We are raised by it to an understand- 
ing of the infinite wisdom and goodness which the Creator has 
displayed in all his works. Not a step can we take in any 
direction without perceiving the most extraordinary traces of 

* [See, Lod Theologici^ 195; also, iwter dlia^ Manlii CdHectanea^ (e Melanch- 
thone,) 1563, fluriu^ f [Bj Lord Broogbam.] 

VOL. VL H 
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design ; and the skill everywhere conspicuoos, is calculated in 
so vast a proportion of instances to promote the happiness of 
living creatures, and especially of ourselves, that we can feel no 
hesitation in concluding, that, if we knew the whole scheme of 
Providence, every part would be in harmony with a plan of 
absolute benevolence."'^ The same tone has been caught, 
wherever the subject admitted of it, by the authors of the 
subsequent numbers. It is not often (if ever) that those who 
do not enjoy the advantages of a liberal education have been 
thus addressed ; and the promptitude with which the labouring 
classes have availed themselves of this means of instruction is 
the best proof how congenial its spirit is to their plain good 
sense and unperverted feelings ; and how well-founded is the 
saying of Cicero, that '^ the natural food of our minds is the 
study and contemplation of Nature.**^ 

I cannot conclude this Preface without expressing the satis- 
faction I have felt in observing among the more liberal writers 
in France, a reviving taste for the Philosophy of the Human 
Mind. To this no one has contributed more than M. Victor 
Cousin, so well known, and so honourably distinguished, as the 
object of Jesuitical persecution ; a persecution which appears 
to have followed him beyond the limits of his own country. 
To him the learned world is indebted, not only for his own 
very valuable writings, but for a French translation, accom- 
panied with notes, of the whole works of Plato ; for an edition 
of the works of Proclus, the Platonic Philosopher, from a 
Manuscript in the Royal Library of Paris f and, last of all, for 



» Page 47. » Prodi PhOotophi PlaUmid Opera; 

' Est animorum ingenionimqne nos- e codicibus MSS. BibliotheciB Regio 

trorum naturale qnoddam quasi pa- Parisiensis, turn primum edidit, versione 

bolom consideratio contemplatioque Latin& et Commentariis illustravit Yio- 

nataraB. — Acad. Qucu, Lib. IV. cap. tor (Cousin, Professor Pbilosopbiss in 

zli. Aciidemia Parisiensi. 
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a complete edition of the works of Descartes, — a most import- 
ant publication in the present state of science in France. M. 
Koyer CoUard, whose great talents have long been zealously 
devoted to the same pursuits, has, if I am not misinformed, 
already made considerable progress in a translation of Dr. 
Beid's Essays on the Intellectital Powers of Man, — a report to 
which I give the more credit, from the account of his previous 
studies given by a most respectable writer, M. Jouffroy, in a 
work which appeared at Paris in 1826. " Trahie par ses con- 
sequences et par sa propre m^thode, la philosophic de Condil- 
lac fut mise en question par un certain nombre d'esprits dis- 
tingue, et enfin soumise el une discussion publique par M. 
Boyer CoUard. Dans les trois ann^s de son enseignement, ce 
savant Professeur, qui n'est plus pour la France qu'un grand 
Citoyen, d^montra, centre la doctrine de Condillac, ce que 
Beid avoit d^montr^ centre celle de Locke ; et en adoptant la 
m^thode exp^rimentale de T^ole de la sensation, prouva que 
cette &;ole avoit ^t^ infidMe el cette methode. M. Cousin 
acheva ce que M. Koyer. Collard avoit commence. .... 
L'enseignement de ces deux illustres Professeurs devoit porter 
ses fruits, et il les a port^s. Dans I'esprit de ceux qui ont 
assists el leurs lef ons, il ne reste pas un doute sur la direction 
que doivent suivre les recherches philosophiques." 

And here may I be pardoned for gratifying a personal feel- 
ing, by mentioning the pleasure which I have lately received 
from a perusal of the very elegant translation by M. Jouflfroy 
of my Outlines of Moral Philosophy, preceded by a long in- 
troduction full of original and important matter. This publi- 
cation, together with the space occupied in the Fragmens 
FhHosophiques of M. Cousin by large extracts from the same 
work, comprising nearly the whole of its contents, encourage 
me in the hope, that the volumes I now publish, which may be 
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considered as a Comment on the Ethical part of my Outlines^ 
may perhaps find a few who will not only read but study them 
with attention, (for a cursory perusal is altogether useless,) in 
some other countries as well as my own« 

KixxEiL HousB, April 16, 1828. 

P,S,* — ^As my Lectures were addressed to young men fresh 
from the study of the learned languages, I attempted often to 
strengthen and adorn my argument with such passages from 
Cicero and other ancients as left the deepest impression on my 
own memory, and which I therefore conceived to be most likely 
to awaken classical associations in the minds of my hearers, 
favourable to the truths which I wished to inculcate. Many of 
these passages I have retained in these volumes. I regret that 
the state of my health did not enable me to accompany all of 
them with an English version. But should a second edition of 
this work ever be called for, I flatter myself that some friendly 
hand will supply my omissions. If my very worthy and very 
learned friend James Glassford, Esq., should ever be able to 
spare a few days from his more important engagements^ I 
doubt not that his friendship for me will induce him, by lend- 
ing me the assistance of his skilful and elegant pen, to add one 
favour more to those of a similar kind for which I am already 
indebted to him.f 

• [The following P.S., apparently an volume of the Elements^ and which I 

after-thought, was in the former edition find extant among his papers. Mr. 

subjoined to the last Tolume of this Glassford published, in 1844, Bacon's 

work. But as it seems more appro- Novum Organum translated, but the 

priate as a conclusion of the Preface, it version was finished in 1812 ; and " the 

is accordingly so placed. — Ed^ approbation of Mr. Stewart, by whom 

an early part of the manuscript waa 

f [Mr. Stewart refers to translations read, became," as the author informs 

by Mr. Glassford of various Latin pas- us, " one of the chief inducements for 

•ages from Bacon, quoted in the first continuing the task." — Ed^ 
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ACTIVE AND MORAL POWERS OF MAN. 



INTRODUCTION. 



In my former work on the Human Mind, I confined mj 
attention almost exclusively to Man considered as an intettec- 
tual being ; and attempted an analysis of those faculties and 
powers which compose that part of his nature commonly called 
his intellect J or his understanding. It is by these faculties that 
he acquires his knowledge of external objects ; that he investi- 
gates truth in the sciences ; that he combines means in order 
to attain the ends he has in view ; and that he imparts to his 
fellow-creatures the acquisitions he has made. A being might, 
I think, be conceived, possessed of these principles without any 
of the active propensities belonging to our species, at least 
without any of them but the principle of curiosity ; — a being 
formed only for speculation, without any determination to the 
pursuit of particular external objects, and whose whole happi- 
ness consisted in intellectual gratifications. 

But, although such a being might perhaps be conceived to 
exists and although, in studying our internal frame, it be con- 
venient to treat of our intellectual powers apart from our active 
propensities, yet, in fact, the two are very intimately, and indeed 
inseparably, connected in all our mental operations. I already 
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hinted, that, even in our speculative inquiries, the principle of 
curiosity is necessary to account for the exertion we make ; and 
it is still more obvious that a combination of means to accom- 
plish particular ends presupposes some determination of our 
nature, which makes the attainment of these ends desirable. 
Our active propensities, therefore, are the motives which induce 
us to exert our intellectual powers ; and our intellectual powers 
are the instruments by which we attain the ends recommended 
to us by our active propensities : 

" Keason the card, but Passion is the gale." 

It will afterwards appear, that our active propensities are not 
only necessary to produce our intellectual exertions, but that 
the state of the intellectual powers, in the case of individuals, 
depends, in a great measure, on the strength of their propen- 
sities, and on the particular propensities which are predominant 
in the temper of their minds. A man of strong philosophical 
curiosity is likely to possess a much more cultivated and inven- 
tive understanding than another of equal natural capacity, 
destitute of the same stimulus. In like manner, the love of 
fame, or a strong sense of duty, may compensate for original 
defects, or may lay the foundation of uncommon attainments. 
The intellectual powers, too, may be variously modified by the 
habits arising from avarice, from the animal appetites, from 
ambition, or from the benevolent affections ; insomuch that the 
moral principles of the miser, of the elegant voluptuary, of the 
political intriguer, and of the philanthropist, are not, perhaps, 
more dissimilar than the acquired capacities of their under- 
standings, and the species of information with which their me- 
mories are stored. Among the various external indications of 
character, few circumstances will be found to throw more light 
on the ruling passions of individuals than the habitual direction 
of their studies, and the nature of those accomplishments which 
they have been ambitious to attain. 

When Montaigne complains of " the difficulty he experienced 
in remembering the names of his servants ; of his ignorance of 
the value of the French coins which he was daily handling ; 
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and of his inability to distinguish the different kinds of grain 
from each other, both in the earth and in the granary ;"^ his 
observations, instead of proving the point which he supposed 
them to establish, (an original and incurable defect in his fa- 
culty of memory,) only afford an illustration of the little interest 
he took in things external, and of the preternatural and distem- 
pered engrossment of his thoughts with the phenomena of the 
internal world. To this peculiarity in his turn of mind he has 
himself alluded, when he says, '^ I study myself more than any 
other subject : This is my metaphysic ; this my natural philo- 
sophy." A person well acquainted with the peculiarities of 
Montaigne's memory, might, I think, on comparing them with 
the general superiority of his mental powers, have anticipated 
him in this specification of the study which almost exclusively 
occupied his attention.^ 

Helvetius, in his book De VEsprit^ (a work which, among 
many paradoxical and some very pernicious opinions, contains 
a number of acute and lively observations,) has prosecuted, with 
considerable success, this last view of Human Nature, and has 
collected a variety of amusing facts to illustrate the influence 
of the passions on the intellectual powers. ^' It is the passions," 
he observes, ^^that rouse the soul from its natural tendency 
to rest, and surmount the via inertice to wliich it is always 
inclined to yield; and it is the strong passions alone that 
prompt men to the execution of those heroic actions, and give 
birth to those sublime ideas, which command the admiration 
of ages. 



^ Montaigne's E$$aytf Book II. chap, 
zvii. 

' The following remarks of the learned 
■ad ingenious Dr. Jortin are not an- 
worthy of the attention of those whose 
taste leads them to the observation and 
itody of character. 

** From the complexion of those anec- 
dotes which a man collects from others, 
or which he forms by his own pen, may, 
without much difficulty, be conjectured 
what manner of man he was. 



" The human being is mightily given 
to assimilation, and, from the stories 
which any one relates with spirit, from 
the general tenor of his conversation, 
and from the books or associates to 
which he most addicts his attention, the 
inference cannot be far distant as to the 
texture of his mind, the vein of his wit, 
or, may we add, the ruling passion of 
his heart."— Jortin's TracU, Vol. I. 
p. 445. 
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" It is the strength of passion alone that can enable men to 
defy dangers, pain, and deatL 

" It is the passions, too, which, by keeping up a perpetual 
fermentation in our minds, fertilize the same ideas, which, in 
more phlegmatic temperaments, are barren, and resemble seed 
scattered on a rock. 

^' It is the passions which, having strongly fixed our atten- 
tion on the object of our desire, lead us to view it under aspects 
unknown to other men; and which, consequently, prompt 
heroes to plan and execute those hardy enterprises which must 
always appear ridiculous to the multitude till the sagacity of 
their authors has been evinced by success." ^ 

To this passage, which is, I think, just in the main, I have 
only to object, that, in consequence of the ambiguity of the 
word passion, it is apt to suggest an erroneous idea of the 
author's meaning. It is plain that he uses it to denote our 
active principles in general ; and, in this sense, there can be no 
doubt that his doctrine is well founded ; inasmuch as, without 
such principles as curiosity, the love of fame, ambition, avarice, 
or the love of mankind, our intellectual capacities would for 
ever remain sterile and useless. But it is not in this sense that 
the word passion is most commonly employed. In its ordinary 
acceptation it denotes those animal impulses which, although 
they may sometimes prompt to intellectual exertion, are cer- 
tainly on the whole unfavourable to intellectual improvement. 
Helvetius himself has not always attended to this ambiguity of 
language ; and hence may be traced many of the paradoxes 
and errors of his philosophy. 

To these slight remarks it may not be useless to subjoin an 
observation of La Rochefoucauld, which is equally refined and 
just ; and which, in its practical tendency, calls the attention 
to a source of danger in a quarter where it is too seldom appre- 
hended. " It is a mistake to believe that none but the violent 
passions, such as ambition and love, are able to triumph over 
the other active principles. Laziness, as languid as it is, often 
gets the mastery of them all ; overrules all the designs and 

^ De VEspritf Discours m. chap. yi. 
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actions of life, and insensibly consumes and destroys both 
passions and virtues.*^ 

From the foregoing observations it appears, that, in account- 
ing for the diversities of genius and of intellectual character 
among men, important lights may be derived from an examina- 
tion of their active propensities. It is of more consequence for 
me, however, to remark at present the intimate relation which 
an analysis of these propensities bears to the theory of morals, 
and its practical connexion with our opinions on the duties and 
the happiness of human life. Indeed it is in this way alone 
that the light of nature enables us to form any reasonable con- 
clusions concerning the ends and destination of our being, and 
the purposes for which we were sent into the world : 

" Quid Bumus, et quidnam victuri gignimur." ^ 

It forms, therefore, a necessary introduction to the science of 
ethics, or rather is the foundation on which that science rests. 

In prosecuting our inquiries into the Active and the Moral 
Powers of Man, I propose, ^rs^, to attempt a classification and 
analysis of the most important principles belonging to this 
part of our constitution ; and, secondly ^ to treat of the various 
branches of our duty. Under the former of these heads, my 
principal aim will be to illustrate the essential distinction 
between those active principles which originate in man's 
rational nature, and those which urge him, by a blind and in- 
stinctive impulse, to their respective objects. 

In general, it may be here remarked, that the word action is 
properly applied to those exertions which are consequent on 
volition, whether the exertion be made on external objects, or 
be confined to our mental operations. Thus we say the mind 
is active when engaged in study. In ordinary discourse, indeed, 
we are apt to confound together action and motion. As the 
operations in the minds of other men escape our notice, we can 
judge of their activity only from the sensible efiects it pro- 
duces ; and hence we are led to apply the character of activity 

* [MaxmeM!\ ^ Penioi, Sat. iii. 67. 
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to those whose hodily activity is the most remarkable, and to 
distlDguish mankind into two classes, the active and the spe- 
culative. In the present instance, the word active is used in 
its most extensive signification, as applicable to every voluntary 
exertion. 

According to the definition now given of the word action^ 
the primary sources of our activity are the circumstances in 
which the acts of the will originate. Of these there are some 
which make a part of our constitution, and which, on that 
account, are called Active Principles. Such are hunger, thirst, 
the appetite which unites the sexes, curiosity, ambition, pity, re- 
sentment These active principles are also called powers of the 
will, because, by stimulating us in various ways to action, they 
afibrd exercise to our sense of duty and our other rational prin- 
ciples of action, and give occasion to our voluntary determina- 
tions as free agents. 

The study of this part of our constitutiou, although it may 
at first view seem to lie more open to our examination than 
the powers of the understanding, is attended with some diffi- 
culties peculiar to itself For this various reasons may be 
assignedVamong which thei^ are two that seem principally to 
claim our attention : — 1. When we wish to examine the nature 
of any of our intellectual principles we can at all times subject 
the faculty in question to the scrutiny of reflection ; and can 
institute whatever experiments with respect to it may be neces- 
sary for ascertaining its general laws. It is characteristical of 
all our operations, purely intellectual, to leave the miud cool 
and undisturbed, so that the exercise of the faculties concerned 
in them does not prevent us from an analytical investigation of 
their theoiy. The case is veiy different with our active powers, 
particularly with those which, from their violence and impetu- 
osity, have the greatest influence on human happiness. When 
we are under the dominion of the power, or, in plainer language, 
when we are hurried by passion to the pursuit of a particular 
end, we feel no inclination to speculate concerning the mental 
phenomena. When the tumult subsides, and our curiosity is 
awakened concerning the past, the moment for observation and 
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experiment is lost, and we are obliged to search for our facts in 
an imperfect recollection of what was viewed, even in the first 
instance, through the most troubled and deceitful of all media. 

Something connected with this is the following remark of 
Mr. Hume : ^' Moral philosophy has this peculiar disadvantage, 
which is not to be found in natural, that, in collecting its 
experiments, it cannot make them purposely, with premedita- 
tion, and after such a manner as to satisfy itself concerning 
every particular diflSculty that may arise. When I am at a 
loss to know the effects of one body upon another iD any situa- 
tion, I need only put them in that situation, and observe what 
results from it But should I endeavour to clear up, after the 
same manner, any doubts in moral philosophy, by placing my- 
self in the same case with that which I consider, 'tis evident, 
that this reflection and premeditation would so disturb the 
operation of my natural principles, as must render it impossible 
to form any just conclusion from the phenomenon. We must 
therefore glean up our experiments in this science from a 
cautious observation of human life, and take them as they 
appear in the common course of the world, by men's behaviour 
in company, in affairs, and in their pleasures."^ 

2. Another circumstance which adds much to the difGiculiy 
of this branch of study, is the great variety of our active prin- 
ciples, and the endless diversity of their combinations in the 
characters of men. The same action may proceed from very 
different, and even opposite motives in the case of two indivi- 
duals, and even in the same individual on different occasions ; 
— or, an action which in one man proceeds from a single 
motive, may, in another, proceed from a number of motives 
conspiring together and modifying each other's effects. The 
philosophers who have speculated on this subject, have in 
general been misled by an excessive love of simplicity, and 
have attempted to explain the phenomena from the smallest 
possible number of data. Overlooking the real complication of 
our active principles, they have sometimes fixe(J on a single one, 
(good or bad, according as they were disposed to think well or 

* IVeatise of Human Nature^ Vol. I., [Introduction,] pp. 9, 10, lat edit 
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ill of human nature,) and have deduced from it a plausible 
explanation of all the varieties of human character and conduct. 

Our inquiries on this subject must be conducted in one of 
two ways, either by studying the characters of other men, or 
by studying our own. In the former way, we may undoubtedly 
collect many useful hints, and many facts to confirm or to limit 
our conclusions ; but the conjectures we form concerning the 
motives of others are liable to so much uncertainty, that it is 
chiefly by attending to what passes in our own minds that we 
can reasonably hope to ascertain the general laws of our con- 
stitution as active and moral beings. 

Even this plan of study, however, as I already hinted, 
requires uncotnmon perseverance, and still more uncommon 
candour. The difficulty is great of attending to any of the 
operations of the mind ; but this difficulty is much increased in 
those cases in which we are led by vanity or timidity to fancy 
that we have an interest in concealing the truth from our 
own knowledge. 

Most men, perhaps, are disposed, in consequence of these and 
some other causes, to believe themselves better than they really 
are ; and a few, there is reason to suspect, go into the oppo- 
site extreme, from the influence of false systems of philosophy 
or religion, or from the gloomy views inspired by a morbid 
melancholy. 

When to these considerations we add the endless metaphy- 
sical disputes on the subject of the will, and of man's free 
agency, it may easily be conceived that the field of inquiry 
upon which we are now to enter abounds with questions not 
less curious and intricate than any of those which have been 
hitherto under our review. In point of practical importance 
some of them will be found in a still higher degree entitled to 
our attention. 

In the further prosecution of this subject, I shall avoid, as 
much as possible, all technical divisions and classifications, and 
shall content myself with the following enumeration of our 
Active Principles, which I hope will be found sufficiently dis- 
tinct and comprehensive for our purposes. 
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1. Appetites. 

2. Desires. 

3. Affections. 

4. Self-love. 

5. The Moral Faculty. 

The three first may be distinguished (for a reason which will 
afterwards appear) by the title of Instinctive or Implanted 
Propensities ; the two last by the title oi Rational and Gfovem- 
ing Principles of Action} 



^ In the above ennmeration I have 
depaited widely from Dr. Keid'i lan- 
guage. — (See his Estayt on the Ac- 
tive JPowerif Emmj III., Parti i., ii., 
iii.) This great philosopher, with 
whom I am always anwilling to differ, 
refers our active principles to three 
classes, the Mechanical, the Animal, 
and the Rational ; using all these three 
words with what I think a very excep- 
tionable latitude. My reasons for ob- 
jecting to the use he makes of the 
words animal and rational will appear 
in the sequel. On this occasion I shall 
only observe, that the word mechanical^ 
(under which he comprehends our in- 
ttinete and habits,) cannot, in my opin- 
ion, be properly applied to any of our 
active principles. It is indeed used, in 
this instance, merely as a term of dis- 
tinction; but it teems to imply some 
theory concerning the nature of the 
principles comprehended under it, and 
is apt to suggest incorrect notions on 
the subject. If I had been disposed to 
examine this part of our constitution 
with all the minute accuracy of which 
it is susceptible, I should have preferred 
the following arrangement to that which 
I have adopted, as well as to that pro- 
posed by Dr. Reid. 1. Of our original 
principles of action. 2. Of our acquired 
principles of action. The original prin- 
dples of action may be subdivided into 
the otttmaZ and the rational; to the 
former of which classes our instincts 
ought undoubtedly to be referred, aa 



well aa our appetites. In Dr. Reid*8 
arrangement, nothing appears more un- 
accountable, if not capricious, than to 
call our appetites animal principles, 
because they are common to man and 
to the brutes ; and, at the same time, to 
distinguish our instincts by the title of 
mechanical; — when, of all our active 
propensities, there are none in which 
the nature of man bears so strong an 
analogy to that of the lower animals aa 
in these instinctive impulses. Indeed, 
it is from the condition of the brutea 
that the word instinct is transferred 
to that of man by a sort of figure or 
metaphor. 

Our acquired principles of action 
comprehend all those propensities to 
act which we acquire from habit. Such 
are our artificial appetites and artificial 
desires, and the various factitious mo- 
tives of human conduct generated by 
association and fashion. At present, it 
being useless for any of the purposes 
which I have in view to attempt so 
comprehensive and detailed an exami- 
nation of the subject, I shall confine 
myself to the general enumeration al- 
ready mentioned. As our appetites, 
our desires, and our affections, whether 
original or acquired, stand in the same 
common relation to the Moral Faculty, 
(the illustration of which is the chief 
object of this volume,) I purposely avoid 
those slighter and less important subdi- 
visions which might be thought to savour 
unnecessarily of scholastic snbtilty. 



BOOK FIRST. 

OF OUR INSTINCTIVE PRINCIPLES OP ACTION. 



CHAPTER L 

Ot OUR APPETITEa 

This class of our Active Principles is distinguished by the 
following circumstances : — 

1. Thej take their rise firom the body, and are common to 
us with the brutes. 

2. They are not constant but occasional 

3. They are accompanied with an imeasy sensation, which is 
strong or weak in proportion to the strength or weakness of 
the appetite. 

Our appetites are three in number, Hunger, Thirst, and the 
appetite of Sex. Of these, two were intended for the preserva- 
tion of the individual ; the third for the continuation of the 
species ; and without them reason would have been insufficient 
for these important purposes. Suppose, for example, that the 
appetite of hunger had been no part of our constitution, reason 
and experience might have satisfied us of the necessity of food 
to our preservation ; but how should we have been able, with- 
out an implanted principle, to ascertain, according to the 
varying state of our animal economy, the proper seasons for 
eating, or the quantity of food that is salutary to the body ? 
Tho lower animals not only receive this information from 
nature, but are, moreover, directed by instinct to the particular 
sort of food that is proper for them to use in health and in 
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sickness. The senses of taste and smell, in the savage state of 
our species, are subservient, at least in some degree, to the same 
purpose. 

Our appetites can, with no propriety, be called selJUhy for 
they are directed to their respective objects as ultimate ends, 
and they must all have operated, in the first instance^ prior to 
any experience of the pleasure arising from their gratification. 
After this experience, indeed, the desire of enjoyment will 
naturally come to be combined with the appetite ; and it may 
sometimes lead us to stimulate or provoke the appetite with a 
view to the pleasure which is to result from indulging it 
Imagination, too, and the association of ideas, together with 
the social affections, and sometimes the moral faculty, lend 
their aid, and all conspire together in forming a complex 
passion, in which the animal appetite is only one ingredient. 
In proportion as this passion is gratified, its influence over the 
conduct becomes the more irresistible, (for all the active deter- 
minations of our nature are strengthened by habit,) till at last 
we struggle in vain against its tyranny. A man so enslaved 
by his animal appetites exhibits humanity in one of its most 
miserable and contemptible forms. 

As an additional proof of the misery of such a state, it is of 
great importance to remark, that, while habit strengthens all 
our active determinations, it diminishes the liveliness of our 
passive impressions ; — a remarkable instance of which occurs 
in the effects produced by an immoderate use of strong liquors, 
which, at the same time that it confirms the active habit of 
intemperance, deadens and destroys the sensibility of the palate. 
In consequence of this law of our nature the evils of excessive 
indulgence are doubled, inasmuch as our sensibility to pleasure 
decays in proportion as the cravings of appetite increase. 

In general, it will be found, that, wherever we attempt to 
enlarge the sphere of enjoyment beyond the limits prescribed 
by nature, we frustrate our own purposa 

A man so enslaved by his appetites may undoubtedly, in one 
sense, be called selfish ; for, as he must necessarily neglect the 
duties he owes to others, he may be presumed to be deficient 
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in the benevolent affections. But it cannot be said of him that 
he is actuated hj an inordinate sdf-iovej (meaning by that 
word an excessive regard to his own happiness,) for he sacrifices 
to the meanest gratifications all the noblest pleasures of which 
he is susceptible, and sacrifices to the pleasure of the moment 
the permanent enjoyments of health, reputation, and conscience. 
This is true even when the desire of gratification is combined 
with the original appetite ; for no two principles can be more 
widely at variance than the desire of gratification and the 
desire of happiness. 

Of the errors introduced into morals, in consequence of the 
vague use of the words sdfiahness and self-love, I shall after- 
wards take notice. What I wish chiefly to remark at present 
is, that in no sense of these words can we refer to them the 
origin of our animal appetites ; and that the active propensities 
comprehended under this title are ultimate facts in the human 
constitution. 

Besides our natural appetites we have many acquired ones. 
Such are our appetite for tobacco, for opium, and for other 
intoxicating drugs. In general, everything that stimulates 
the nervous system produces a subsequent languor, which gives 
rise to a desire of repetition. 

The universality of this appetite for intoxicating drugs is a 
curious fact in the history of our species. "It seems," says 
Dr. Robertson, "to have been one of the first exertions of 
human ingenuity to discover some composition of an intoxi- 
cating quality ; and there is hardly any nation so rude, or so 
destitute of invention, as not to have succeeded in this fatal 
researcL The most barbarous of the American tribes have 
been so unfortunate as to attain this art ; and even those who 
are so deficient in knowledge as to be unacquainted with the 
method of giving an inebriating strength to liquors by fermen- 
tation can accomplish the same end by other means. The 
people of the islands of North America and of California used 
for this purpose the smoke of tobacco, drawn up with a certain 
instrument into the nostrils, the fumes of which ascending to 
the brain, they felt all the transports and frenzy of intoxica- 
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tion. In almost every part of the new world the natives pos- 
sessed the art of extracting an intoxicating liquor from Maize, 
or the Manioc root, the same substances which they convert 
into bread. The operation by which they eflfect this nearly 
resembles the comimon one of brewing, but with this difference, 
that, instead of yeast, they use a nauseous infusion of maize or 
manioc chewed by^ their women. The saliva excites a vigorous 
fermentation, and in a few days the liquor becomes fit for 
drinking. It is not disagreeable to the taste, and, when 
swallowed in large quantities, is of an inebriating quality. 
This is the general beverage of the Americans, which they 
distinguish by different names, and for which they feel such a 
violent and insatiable desire, as it is not easy either to conceive 
or describe."^ 

Many striking confirmations of this remark occur in the 
voyages of Cook and of later navigators. 

Our occasional propensities to action and to repose are, in 
many respects, analogous to our appetites. They have indeed 
all the three characteristics of our appetites already mentioned. 
They are common, too, to man and to the lower animals, and 
they operate, in our own species, in the most infant state of 
the individual In general, every animal we know is prompted 
by an instinctive impulse to take that degree of exercise which 
is salutary to the body, and is prevented from passing the 
bounds of moderation by that languor and desire of repose 
which are the consequences of continued exertion. 

There is something also very similar to this with respect to 
the mind. We are impelled by nature to the exercise of its 
different faculties, and we are warned, when we are in danger 
of overstraining them, by a consciousness of fatigue. After 
we are exhausted by a long course of application to business, 
how delightful are the first moments of indolence and repose ! 
che beUa cosa difar niente ! We are apt to imagine that 
no inducement shall again lead us to engage in the bustle of 
the world: but, after a short respite from our labours, our 
intellectual vigour returns ; the mind rouses from its lethargy 

' History ofAmerieaf yoI. i. p. 396, 4to edition. 
VOL. VI. I 



130 PHILOSOPHY OF THE ACTIVE POWERS. — B. I. THE INSTINCTIVE. 

" like a giant from his sleep,"' and we feel ourselves urged by 
an irresistible impulse to return to our duties as members of 
society. 

The active principles already mentioned are common to man 
and to the brutes. But besides these the latter have some instinc- 
tive impulses of which I do not know that there are any traces 
to be found in the human race. Such are those antipathies 
which they discover against the natural enemies of their 
respective tribes. It is probable, I think, that their eidstence 
is guarded entirely by their appetites and antipathies ; for the 
desire of self-preservation implies a degree of reason and reflec- 
tion which they do not appear to possess. Even in the case of 
man this desire is probably the result of his experience of the 
pleasures which life affords ; and, accordingly, (as Dr. Beattie 
very finely remarks,) Milton has, with exquisite judgment, 
represented Adam, in the first moments of his being, as con- 
templating, without anxiety or regret, the idea of immediate 
annihilation. 

** While tbns I call'd, and stray'd I knew not whither, 
From where I first drew air, and first beheld 
This happj light ; when answer none retum'd, 
On a green shady bank, profase of flowers, 
Pensive I sat me down : there gentle sleep 
First found me, and with soft oppression seized - 
My drowsed sense ; untboubled, thoagh I thought 
I then was passing to my former state 
Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve I"* 

• [FokmNm loii; fiii. 181] 



CHAPTER 11. 



OF OUR DESIRES. 



Our Desires are distinguished from our Appetites by the 
following circumstances : — 

1. They do not take their rise from the body. 

2. They do not operate periodically after certain intervals, 
nor do they cease after the attainment of a particular object 

The most remarkable active principles belonging to this class 
are, — 

1. The Desire of Knowledge, or the principle of Curiosity.^ 

2. The Desire of Society. 

3. The Desire of Esteem. 

4. The Desire of Power, or the principle of Ambition. 

5. The Desire of Superiority, or the principle of Emulation. 



SECT. I. — THE DESIRE OP KNOWLEDGE. 

The principle of curiosity appears in children at a very early 
period, and is commonly proportioned to the degree of intellec- 
tual capacity they possess. The direction, too, which it takes 
is regulated by nature according to the order of our wants and 
necessities ; being confined, in the first instance, exclusively to 
those properties of material objects, and those laws of the ma- 



^ I have already remarked, (see note, 
p. 125,) that in this part of his work 
Dr. Reid has used some terms with an 
nndne Utitude. Of this a yeiy remark- 
able instance occnra in the use he has 
made of the adjective Animal; in con- 
leqnence of which he has been led to 



rank among our animal principles of 
action, (that is, among the active prin- 
ciples common to man with the brutes,) 
not only the desire of knowledge and 
the desire of esteem, but pity to the dis- 
tressed, patriotism, and other beoeTolent 
a£foctions. 
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terial world, an acquaintance with which is essential to the 
preservation of our animal existence. Hence the instinctive 
eagerness with which children handle and examine everything 
which is presented to them ; an employment which we are com- 
monly apt to consider as a mere exercise of their animal powers, 
but which, if we reflect on the limited province of sight prior to 
experience, and on the early period of life at which we are able 
to judge by the eye of the distances and of the tangible qualities 
of bodies, will appear plainly to be the most useful occupation 
in which they could be engaged, if it were in the power of a 
philosopher to have the regulation of their attention from the 
hour of their birth. In more advanced years, curiosity displays 
itself in one way or another in every individual, and gives rise 
to an infinite diversity in their pursuits, — engrossing the atten- 
tion of one man about physical causes — of another about ma- 
thematical truths — of a third about historical facts — of a fourth 
about the objects of natural history — of a fifth about the trans- 
actions of private families, or about the politics and news of 
the day. 

Whether this diversity be owing to natural predisposition, or 
to early education, it is of little consequence to determine, as, 
upon either supposition, a preparation is made for it in the ori- 
ginal constitution of the mind, combined with the circumstances 
of our external situation. Its final cause is also sufficiently 
obvious, as it is this which gives rise, in the case of individuals, 
to a limitation of attention and study, and lays the foundation 
of all the advantages which society derives from the division 
and subdivision of intellectual labour. 

These advantages are so great, that some philosophers have 
attempted to resolve the desire of knowledge into self-love. But 
to this theory the same objection may be stated which was 
already made to the attempts of some philosophers to account, 
in a similar way, for the origin of our appetites ; that all of 
these are active principles, manifestly directed by nature to par- 
ticular specific objects, as their ultimate ends ; — that, as the 
object of hunger is not happiness but food, so the object of 
curiosity is not happiness but knowledge. To this analogy 
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Cicero has very beautifiilly alluded, when he calls knowledge 
the natural food of the understanding. " Est animorum inge- 
niorumque nostrorum naturale quoddam quasi pabulum consi- 
deratio contemplatioque naturaa."* We can, indeed, conceive 
a being prompted merely by the cool desire of happiness to 
accumulate information ; but, in a creature like man, endowed 
with a variety of other active principles, the stock of his know- 
ledge would probably have been scanty, unless self-love had 
been aided in this particular by the principle of curiosity. 

Although, however, the desire of knowledge is not resolvable 
into self-love, it is not in itself an object of moral approbation. 
A person may indeed employ his intellectual powers with a 
view to his own moral improvement, or to the happiness of 
society, and so far he acts from a laudable principle. But to 
prosecute study merely from the desire of knowledge is neither 
virtuous nor vicious. When not suffered to interfere with our 
duties it is morally innocent. The virtue or vice does not lie 
in the desire, but in the proper or improper regulation of it. 
The ancient astronomer who, when accused of indifference with 
respect to public transactions, answered that his country was in 
the heavens, acted criminally, inasmuch as he suffered his 
desire of knowledge to interfere with the duties which he owed 
to mankind. 

At the same time it must be admitted, that the desire of 
knowledge (and the same observation is applicable to our other 
desires) is of a more dignified nature than those appetites which 
are common to us with the brutes. A thirst for science has 
been always considered as a mark of a liberal and elevated 
mind ; and it generally co-operates with the moral faculty in 
forming us to those habits of self-government which enable us 
to keep our animal appetites in due subjection. 

There is another circumstance which renders this desire ^.,^^ ,^^ ,^ 
peculiarly estimable, that it is always accompanied with a ^^^^/j/, 
strong desire to communicate our knowledge to others ; inso- 
much, that it has been doubted if the principle of curiosity 
would be sufficiently powerful to animate the intellectual exer- 

• [Acad. Qu€B8t. Lib. IV. c. xli.] 
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tions of any man in a long course of persevering study, if be 
had no prospect of being ever able to impart his acquisitions to 
his friends or to the public. " Si quis in coelum ascendisset * 
says Cicero, " naturamque mundi et pulchritudmem sideram 
perspexisset, insuavem illam admirationem ei fore, quaa jucun- 
dissima fuisset, si aliquem cui narraret habuisset. Sic natura 
solitarium nihil amat, semperque ad aliquod quasi adminiculum 
annititur, quod in amicissimo quoque dulcissimum est"^ And 
to the same purpose Seneca : ^' Nee me uUa res delectabit, licet 
eximia sit et salutaris, quam mihi uni sciturus sim. Si cum 
hac exceptione detur sapientia, ut illam inclusam teneam, nee 
enunciem, rejiciam : nuUius boni, sine socio, jucunda possessio 
est."2 

^ A strong curiosity, properly directed, may be justly con- 
sidered as one of the most important elements in philosophical 
genius ; and, accordingly, there is no circumstance of greater 
consequence in education than to keep the curiosity always 
awake, and to turn it to useful pursuits. I cannot help, there- 
fore, disapproving greatly of a very common practice in this 
country, that of communicating to children general and super- 
ficial views of science and history by means of popular intro- 
ductions. In this way we rob their future studies of all that 
interest which can render study agreeable, and reduce the 
mind, in the pursuits of science, to the same state of listlessness 
and languor as when we toil through the pages of a tedious 
novel, after being made acquainted with the final catastropha 

It would contribute greatly to the culture and the guidance 
of this principle of curiosity, if the different sciences were 
taught as much as possible in the order of the analytic rather 
than in that of the synthetic method ; a plan, however, which 
I readily admit it is not so practicable to carry into effect in a 
course of public as of private instruction. Such a mode of edu- 
cation too would be attended with the additional advantage of 
accustoming the student to the proper method of investigation; 
and thereby preparing him in due time to enter on the career 
of invention and discovery. Nor is this all. It would impress 

^ De AnUcUiaj [c. xxiii.] ' Senecai EpUtoia vi. 
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the knowledge he thus acquired, in some measure by his own 
ingenuity, much more deeply on his memory, than if it were 
passively imbibed from books or teachers ; — in the same manner 
as the windings of a road make a more lasting impression on 
the mind, when we have once travelled it alone, and inquired 
out the way at every turn, than if we had travelled along it an 
himdred times, trusting ourselves implicitly to the guidance of 
a companion. 

I am happy to be confirmed in this opinion by its coincidence 
with what has been excellently remarked on the same subject 
by Miss Edgeworth, in her treatise on Practical Education ;^ 
a work equdly distinguished by good sense, and by originality 
of thought The passage I allude to more particularly at pre- 
sent, is the short dialogue about the steam-engine, as improved 
by Mr. Watt 

SECT. IL — THE DESIRE OF SOCIETY. 

Abstracting from those affections which interest us in the 
happiness of others, and from all the advantages which we our- 
selves derive from the social union, we are led by a natural and 
instinctive desire to associate with our species. This principle 
is easily discernible in the minds of chUdren long before the 
dawn of reason. ^^ Attend only,** says an intelligent and accur- 
ate observer, " to the eyes, the features, and the gestures of a 
child on the breast when another child is presented to it ; — 
both instantly, previous to the possibility of instruction or 
habit, exhibit the most evident expressions of joy. Their eyes 
sparkle, and their features and gestures demonstrate, in the 
most unequivocal manner, a mutual attachment. When farther 
advanced, children, who are strangers to each other, though 
their social appetite be equally strong, discover a mutual shy- 
ness of approach, which, however, is soon conquered by the 
more powerful mstinct of association." 2 

In the lower animals, too, very evident traces of the same 
instinct appear. In some of these we observe a species of 

1 Praetieal Edveatum, Vol. I. p. 592, > Smellie's Philowphy of Natural 

ef $eq^ 4to edition. History ^ p. 416. 
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union strikingly analogous to political associations among men : 
in others we observe occasional unions among individuals to 
accomplish a particular purpose, — to repel, for example, a hos- 
tile assault ; — ^but there are also various tribes which discover 
a desire of society, and a pleasure in the company of their own 
species, without an apparent reference to any farther end. 
Thus we frequently see horses, when confined alone in an 
enclosure, neglect their food and break the fences to join 
their companions in the contiguous field. Every person must 
have remarked the spirit and alacrity with which this animal 
exerts himself on the 'road, when accompanied by another 
animal of his own species, in comparison of what he discovers 
when travelling alone; and, with respect to oxen and cows, 
it has been asserted, that even in the finest pasture they do 
not fatten so rapidly in a solitary state as when they feed 
together in a herd. ' 

What is the final cause of the associating instinct in such 
animals as have now been mentioned, it is not easy to conjec- 
ture, unless we suppose that it was intended merely to augment 
the sum of their enjoyments. But whatever opinion we may 
form on this point, it is indisputable that the instinctive deter- 
mination is a strong one, and that it produces striking effects 
on the habits of the animal, even when external circumstances 
are the most unfavourable to its operation. Horses and oxen, 
for example, when deprived of companions of their own species, 
associate and become attached to each other. The same thing 
sometimes happens between individuals that belong to tribes 
naturally hostile ; as between dogs and cats, or between a cat 
and a bird. 

If these facts be candidly considered, there will appear but 
little reason to doubt the existence of the social instinct in our 
own species, when it is so agreeable to the general analogy of 
nature, as displayed through the rest of the animal creation. 
As this point, however, has been controverted warmly by 
authors of eminence, it will be necessary to consider it with 
some attention. 

The question with respect to the social or the solitary nature 
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of man seems to me to amount to this, whether man has any 
disinterested principles which lead him to imite with his fellow- 
creatures ; or whether the social union be the result of pruden- 
tial views of self-interest, suggested by the experience of his 
own insufficiency to procure the objects of his natural desires. 
Of these two opinions Hobbes has maintained the latter, and 
has endeavoured to establish it by proving, that in what he 
calls the state of nature every man is an enemy to his brother, 
and that it was the experience of the evils arising from these 
hostile dispositions that induced men to unite in a political 
society. In proof of this he insists on the terror which children 
feel at the sight of a stranger ; on the apprehension which, 
he says, a person natiu^y feels when he hears the tread of a 
foot in the dark ; on the universal invention of locks and keys ; 
and on various other circumstances of a similar nature. 

That this theory of Hobbes is contrary to the universal 
history of mankind cannot be disputed. Man has always been 
found in a social state ; and there is reason even for thinking, 
that the principles of union which nature has implanted in his 
heart operate with the greatest force in those situations in 
which the advantages of the social union are the smallest. As 
society advances, the relations among individuals are continu- ^ , ,, 

ally multiplied, and^man is rendered the more necessary to '^ y*'*^ 
^man : But it may be doubted, if, in a period of great refine- '^-^ ^^^^ 7*^^ 
ment, the social affections be as warm and powerful as when 
the species were wandering in the forest. 

Besides, it does not seem to be easy to conceive in what 
manner Hobbes's supposition could be realized. Surely, if there 
be a foundation for anything laid in the constitution of man's 
nature it is for family union. The infant of our species con- 
tinues longer in a helpless state, and requires longer the pro- 
tecting care of both parents, than the young of any other 
animal Before the first child is able to provide for itself a 
second and a third are produced, and thus the union of the 
sexes, supposing it at first to have been merely casual, is insen- 
sibly confirmed by habit, and cemented by the common interest 
which both parents take in their offspring. So just is the 
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simple and beautiful statement of the fact given by Montes- 
quieu, " That man is bom in society, and there he remains." 

From these considerations, it appears that the social union 
does not take its rise from views of self-interest, but that it 
forms a necessary part of the condition of man from the con- 
stitution of his nature. It is true, indeed, that before he begins 
to reflect he finds himself connected with society by a thousand 
ties; so that, independently of any social instinct, prudence 
would undoubtedly prevent him from abandoning his fellow- 
creatures. But still it is evident that the social instinct forms 
a part of human nature, and has a tendency to unite men even 
when they stand in no need of each other's assistance. Were 
the case otherwise, prudence and the social disposition would 
be only different names for the same principle, whereas it is 
matter of common remark, that although the two principles be 
by no means inconsistent when kept within reasonable bounds, 
yet that the former, when it rises to any excess, is in a great 
measure exclusive of the latter. I hinted, too, already, that it 
is in societies where individuals are most independent of each 
other as to their animal wants, that the social principles 
operate with the greatest force. 

According to the view of the subject now given, the multi- 
plied wants and necessities of man in his infant state, by laying 
the foundation of the family union, impose upon our species, as 
a necessary part of their condition, those social connexions which 
are so essential to our improvement and happinesa And there- 
fore, nothing could be more unphilosophical than the complaints 
which the ancient Epicureans founded upon this circumstance, 
and which Lucretius has so pathetically expressed in the fol- 
lowing verses ; — 

" Tom porro pner, at ssBvis projectus ab undis 
Navita, nudus humi jacet, infans, indigus omni 
Yitali auxilio, cnm primum in laminis oras 
Nizibus ex alvo matris natara profiidit : 
Yagitaqne locum lagubri complet, ut eequnm esti 
Gui tantmn in yita restat transiTe malomm.*** 

> Lib. V. 1. 223. 
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The philosophy of Pope is, in this respect, much more pleas- 
ing and much more solid :* 

" Heaven forming each on other to depend, 
A masteri or a servant, or a friend, 
Bids each on other for assistance call, 
Till one man's weakness g^ws the strength of all. 
Wants, frailties, passions, closer still ally 
The common interest, or endear the tie. 
To these we owe true friendship, love sincere. 
Each home-felt joj, that life inherits here."^ 

The considerations now stated afford a beautiful illustration 
of the beneficent design with which the physical condition of 
man is adapted to the principles of his moral constitution ; an 
adaptation so striking, that it is not surprising those philoso- 
phers, who are fond of simplifying the theory of human nature, 
should have attempted to account for the origin of these prin« 
ciples from the habits which our external circumstances im- 
pose. In this, as in many other instances, their attention has 
been misled by the spirit of system from those wonderful com- 
binations of means to particular ends, which are everywhere 
conspicuous in the universe. It is not by the physical condition 
of man that the essential principles of his mind are formed ; 
but the one is fitted to the other by the same superintending 
wisdom which adapts the fin of the fish to the water, and the 
wing of the bird to the air, and which scatters the seeds of the 
vegetable tribes in those soils and exposures where they are 
fitted to vegetate. It is not the wants and necessities of his 
animal being which create his social principles, and which pro- 
duce an artificial and interested league among individuals who 
are naturally solitary and hostile ; but, determined by instinct 
to society, endowed with innumerable principles which have a 
reference to his fellow-creatures, he is placed by the condition 
of his birth in that element, where alone the perfection and 
happiness of his nature are to be found. 

In speaking of the lower animals, I before observed, that 
such of them as are instinctively social discover the secret 

• [Essay on Man, Ep. ii. 249.] 

* See on this snlject the MoraUsiM of Lord Shaftesbury. 
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workings of nature even when removed from the society of their 
kind. This fact amounts, in their case, to a demonstration of 
that mutual adaptation of the different parts of nature to each 
other which I have just remarked. It demonstrates that the 
structure of their internal frame is purposely adjusted to that 
external scene in which they are destined to be placed. As the 
lamb, when it strikes with its forehead while yet unarmed, 
proves that it is not its weapons which determine its instincts, 
but that it has pre-existent instincts suited to its weapons, so 
when we see an animal, deprived of the sight of his fellows, 
cling to a stranger, or disarm, by his caresses, the rage of an 
enemy, we perceive the workings of a social instinct, not only 
not superinduced by external circumstances, but manifesting 
itself in spite of circumstances which are adverse to its opera- 
tion. The same remark may be extended to man. When in 
solitude he languishes, and by making companions of the lower 
animals, or by attaching himself to inanimate objects, strives to 
fill up the void of which he is conscioua *' Were I in a desert," 
(says an author who, amid all his extravagances and absurdities, 
sometimes writes like a tvise man, and, where the moral feelings 
are at all concerned, never fails to write like a good man) — 
" Were I in a desert, I would find out wherewith in it to call 
forth my affections. If I could not do better, I would fasten 
them upon some sweet myrtle, or seek some melancholy cypress 
to connect myself to ; I would court their shade, and greet them 
kindly for their protection. I would cut my name upon them, 
and swear they were the loveliest trees throughout the desert 
K their leaves withered, I would teach myself to mourn, and 
when they rejoiced, I would rejoice along with them." 

The Count de Lauzun was confined bv Louis XIV. for nine 
years in the Castle of Pignerol, in a small room where no light 
could enter but from a chink in the roof. In this solitude he 
attached himself to a spider, and contrived for some time to 
amuse himself with attempting to tame it, with catching flies 
for its support, and with superintending the progress of its web. 
The jailer discovered his amusement, and killed the spider ; and 
the Count used afterwards to declare, that the pang he felt on 
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the occasion could be compared only to that of a mother for the 
loss of a child.^ 

This anecdote is quoted by Lord Kames in his Sketches^ 
and by the late Lord Auckland in his Principles of Penal Law. 
It is remarkable that both these learned and respectable writers 
should have introduced it into their works on account of the 
shocking incident of the jailer, and as a proof of the pure and 
unprovoked malice of which some minds are capable, without 
taking any notice of it as a beautiful picture of the feelings of 
a man of sensibility in a state of solitude, and of his -dispo- 
sition to create to himself some object upon which he may 
rest those affections which have a reference to society. 

It will be said that these are the feelings of one who has 
experienced the pleasures of social life, and that no inference 
can be drawn from such facts in opposition to Hobbes. But 
if they do not prove in man an instinctive impulse towards 
society prior to experience, they at least prove that he feels a 
delight in the society of his fellow-creatures, which no view of 
self-interest is sufficient to explain. 

It does not belong to our present speculation to illustrate 
the importance of the social union to our improvement and our 
happiness. Its subserviency to both, (abstracting entirely from 
its necessity for the complete gratification of our physical 
wants,) is much greater than we should be disposed at first to 
apprehend. In proof of this, it is sufficient to mention here 
its connexion with the culture of our intellectual faculties, and 
with the development of our moral principles. Illustrations 
of this may be drawn from the low state in which both these 
parts of our nature are generally found in the deaf and dumb, 
and from the effects which a few months' education sometimes 
has in unfolding their mental powers. The pleasing change 
which in the meantime takes place in their once vacant counte- 



' In Delille*8 poem on the Imagina- XIY., who was confined four years in 

ticUf the same anecdote, which is here the Bastille, on accoant of his connexion 

told of the Count de Lauznn, is attributed with the disgraced minister FoucqueL 

to Pclisson, a celebrated literaiy and See end of Chant vi. 
political character in the reign of Louis 
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nances, when animated and lighted up by an active and 
inquisitive mind, cannot escape the notice of the most careless 
observer.^ 



^ For an additional illastration of the 
same thing, see a remarkable case of 
recoTery from deafness and dumbness 
in the histoiy of the Bojal Academy 
of Sciences at Paris for the year 1703. 

A doctrine similar to that which I 
have now been controverting, concern- 
ing the origin of society, was main- 
tained by some of the ancient sophists, 
and has found advocates in every age 
among those writers who wished to 
depreciate human nature, as well as 
among many who were anxious to re- 
present man as entirely the creature of 
education and government, with the 
view of inculcating implicit and passive 
obedience to the civil magistrate. In 
Buchanan*s elegant and philosophical 
Dialogue De Jure Begni apud Scottos^ 
the question is particularly discussed 
between the two irUerlocutorSf of whom 
the one ascribes the origin of society 
to views of utility, (meaning by uHUty 
the private interest or advantage of the 
individual :) 

** Tpta utiUku,JusUpropetMiet H aqui" 

QnsB coetus hominum primum congre- 
gavit, ac jussit, 

*' Oommuni dare tiffna tuba, dtfendier iiadem 
TurrUnu, atque und portarum dove tenari." 

In opposition to which doctrine, Bu- 
chanan himself, who is the other speaker, 
contends with great warmth for the 
existence of social principles in the 
nature of man, which, independently 
of any views of interest, lay a founda- 
tion for the social union. In the course 
of his argument on this subject he 
touches on most of the considerations 
which have been stated above. 

"Magnam profecto videtur quibus- 
dam vtiUt€U habere vim, ad societatem 
publicam humani generis et constitu- 



endam et continendam. Sed est, nisi 
&llor, congregandornm hominum causa 
longe antiquior, et communitatis eorum 
inter ipsos multo prius et sanctius vin- 
culum. Alioqui, si conunodi sux pri- 
vatim quisque velit habere rationem, 
vide, ne ilia ipsa utilitas solveret potius 
quam coi^'ungeret humanam societatem. 
"Ea est qussdam natures vis, non 
hominibus modo, sed mansuetioribus 
etiam aliorum animantium indita, ut n 
etiam absint utilitatis ilia blandimenta, 
tamen cum sui generis animantibus 
libenter congregentur. At de csBteris 
in prsesentia nihil attinet disputare: 
homini certe a nature banc vim tarn 
videmus alte impressam, ut d quia om- 
nibus iis rebus abundet, quso vel ad in- 
columitatem tuendam, vel ad voluptatem 
et animorum oblectationem comparet 
sunt, sine hominum commerdo yiU 
sibi insuavem sit existimaturus. Qt 
et illi ipsi, qui cupiditate scientie, 
studio veri investigandi se a turba ] 
moverunt, et in secretes abdideru 
recessus, neque perpetuam animi c( 
tentionem ferre diutius potuerunt : ni 
si quando cam remisissent, in solitudi 
se continere poterant : sed ilia ipsa 
creta sua studia libenter proferebant ; 
velut in communem utilitatem ela 
rassent, in medium conferebant sui 
boris fructum. Quod si qnis est, < 
omnino solitudine capiatur, costusq 
hominum fugiat ac devitet, id maj 
animi morbo quam vi natune, fieri < 
istimo ; qualem Timonen Atheniens* 
accepimus, et Corinthium Bellerophc 
tern; 

" Qui mlBer ElniB errabot soIob in ori% 
Ipse luum cor edenB, hominum TMtigia fitta 

The foregoing passage seems to t 
curious, as it shows how complete 



OHAP. II. — OUR DESIRES. — § 3. OP ESTEEM. 143 



SECT. UI. — THE DESIRE OF ESTEEM. 

This principle, as well as those we have now been considering, 
discovers itself at a very early period in infants, who, long before 
they are able to reflect on tJie advarvtagea resulting from the 
good opinion of others, and even before they acquire the use of 
speech, are sensibly mortified by an expression of neglect or 
contempt It seems, therefore, to be an original principle of 
our ncUure, that is, it does not appear to be resolvable into 
reason and experience, or into any other principle more general 
than itself. An additional proof of this is the very powerful 
influence it has over the mind, — an influence more striking 
than that of any other active principle whatsoever. Even the 
love of life daily gives way to the desire of esteem, and of an 
esteem which, as it is only to affect our memories, cannot be 
supposed to interest our self-love. In what manner the asso- 
ciation of ideas should manufacture, out of the other principles 
of our constitution, a new principle stronger than them all, it 
is difficult to conceiva 

In these observations I have had an eye to the theories of 
those modem philosophers who represent self-love, or the 
desire of happiness, as the only original principle of action in 
man, and who attempt to account for the origin of aU our 
other active principles from habit or the association of ideas. 
That this theory is just in some instances cannot be disputed. 
Thus, in the case of avarice it is manifest that it is from habit 
alone it derives its influence over the mind ; for no man surely 
was ever brought into the world with an innate love of money. 
Money is at first desired, merely as the means of obtaining 
other objects ; but, in consequence of being long and constantly 
accustomed to direct our efforts to its attainment on account 
of its apprehended utility, we come at last to pursue it as an 
ultimate end, and frequently retain our attachment to it long 

Bocbanmn had not only anticipated, but from his supposed state of nature in 
refuted the very far-fetched argument support of his sUvish maxims of govenk- 
which Hobbes was soon aAer to draw ment. 
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after we have lost all relish for the enjoyments it enables us 
to command. In like manner it has been supposed that the 
esteem of our fellow-creatures is at first desired on account of 
its apprehended utility, and that it comes in time to be pursued 
as an ultimate end, without any reference on our part to the 
advantages it bestowa In opposition to this doctrine it seems 
to me to be clear, that as the object of hunger is not happiness 
but food ; as the object of curiosity is not happiness but know- 
ledge ; so the object of this principle of action is not happiness, 
but the esteem and respect of other men. That this is not 
inconsistent with the analogy of our nature appears from the 
observations already made on our appetites and desires ; and 
that it really is the fact may be proved by various arguments. 
Before touching, however, on these, I must remark, that I con- 
sider this as merely a question of speculative curiosity ; for, 
upon either supposition, the desire of esteem is equally the 
work of nature ; and consequently, upon either supposition, it is 
equally unphilosophical to attempt, by metaphysical subtleties, 
to counteract her wise and beneficent purposea 

Among the different arguments which concur to prove that 
the desire of esteem is not wholly resolvable into the association 
of ideas, one of the strongest has already been hinted at, — ^the 
early period of life at which this principle discovers itself — 
long before we are able to form the idea of happiness^ far less 
to judge of the circumstances which have a tendency to pro- 
mote it The difference in this respect between avarice and 
the desire of esteem is remarkable. The former is the vice of 
old age, and is, comparatively speaking, confined to a few. The 
latter is one of the most powerful engines in the education of 
children, and is not less universal in its influence than the 
principle of curiosity. 

The desire, too, of posthumovs fame, of which no man can 
entirely divest himself, furnishes an insurmountable objection 
to the theories already mentioned. It is indeed an objection so 
obvious to the common sense of mankind, that all the philo- 
sophers who have leaned to these theories have employed their 
ingenuity in attempting to resolve this desire into an illusion 
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of the imagination produced by habit This, too, was the 
opinion of an excellent writer, and still more excellent man, 
Mr. Wollaston, who, from a well-meant, but very mistaken 
zeal to weaken the influence of this principle of action on 
human conduct, has been at pains to give as ludicrous an 
account as possible of its origin. As I differ widely from 
Wollaston on this point, both in his theoretical speculations, 
and in the practical inferences he deduces from them, I shall 
quote the passage at length, and then subjoin a few remarks 
on it 

^^ Men please themselves with notions of immortality, and 
fancy a perpetuity of fame secured to themselves by books and 
testimonies of historians; but alasl it is a stupid delusion 
when they imagine themselves present and enjoying that fame 
at the reading of their story after their death. And beside, in 
reality, the man is not known ever the more to posterity, 
because his name is transmitted to them : He doth not live, 
because his name does. When it is said Julius Caesar subdued 
Gaul, beat Pompey, and changed the Boman commonwealth 
into a monarchy, it is the same thing as to say the conqueror 
of Pompey was Caesar ; that is, Caesar and the conqueror of 
Pompey are the same thing, and Caesar is as much known by 
the one designation as by the other. The amount then is only 
this, that the conqueror of Pompey conquered Pompey, or 
somebody conquered Pompey ; or rather, since Pompey is now 
as little known as Caesar, somebody conquered somebody. Such 
a poor business is this boasted immortality ; and such as has 
been described is the thing called glory among us! The 
notion of it may serve to excite them who having abilities to 
serve their country in time of real danger or want, or to do 
some other good, have yet not philosophy enough to do this 
upon principles of virtue, or to see through the glories of the 
world, (just as we excite children by praising them, and as we 
see many good inventions and improvements proceed from 
emulation and vanity;) but to discerning men this fame is 
mere air, and the next remove from nothing, which they de- 
spise, if not shun. I think there are two considerations which 

VOL. VI. K 
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may justify a desire of some glory or honour, and scarce more. 
When men have performed any virtuons actions, or such as sit 
easy on their memories, it is a reasonable pleasure to have the 
testimony of the world added to that of their own consciences, 
that they have done well. And more than that, if the reputa- 
tion acquired by any qualification or action may produce a man 
any real comfort or advantage, (if it be only protection from 
the insolence and injustice of mankind, or if it enables him, by 
his authority, to do more good to others,) to have this privilege 
must be a great satisfaction, and what a wise and good man 
may be allowed, as he has opportunity, to propose to himself. 
But then he proposes it no further than it may be useful^ and 
it can be no further useful than he wants it. So that, upon 
the whole, glory, praise, and the like, are either mere vanity, 
or only valuable in proportion to defects and wants." ^ 

It appears from this passage that Wollaston does not con- 
sider the desire of posthumous fame as an ultimate fact in our 
nature, for he proposes a theory to account for it " It is," 
says he, '^ a stupid delusion, when men imagine themselves 
present and enjoying that fame at the reading of their story 
after death." Mr. Smith, too, in his Theory of Moral Senti- 
ments^ seems to think that the desire of a posthumous fame is 
to be resolved into an illusion of the imagination. " Men," 
says he, " have often voluntarily thrown away life to acquire 
after death a renown which they could no longer enjoy. Their 
imagination, in the meantime, anticipated that fame which was 
thereafter to be bestowed upon them ; those applauses which 
they were never to hear rang in their ears ; the thoughts of 
that admiration whose eflfects they were never to feel, played 
about their hearts, banished from their breasts the strongest of 
all natural fears, and transported them to perform actions 
which seem almost beyond the reach of human nature."* But 
why have recourse to an illusion of the imagination to account 
for a principle which the wisest of men find it impossible to 

* Wollaston'a Rdigion of Nature Delineated, pp. 216-217, 8th edit. See Note 
A, at the end of this Yolume. 

♦ [Part III. chap, ii.] 
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extrngoiflh in themselyes, or even sensibly to weaken ; and none 
more remarkably than some of those who have employed their 
ingenuity in attempting to turn it into ridicule ? Is it possible 
that men should imagine themselves ^e^en^ and enjoying their 
fame at the reading of their story after death, without being 
conscious of this operation of the imagination themselves ? Is 
not this to depart from the plain and obvious appearance of 
the fact, and to adopt refinements similar to those by which 
the selfish philosophers explain away all our disinterested affec- 
tions ? We might as well suppose that a man's regard for the 
welfare of his posterity and friends after his death does not 
arise from natural affection, but from an illusion of the imar 
gination, leading him to suppose himself stiU present with 
them, and a witness of their prosperity.^ If we have con- 
fessedly various other propensities directed to specific objects as 
ultimate ends, where is the difficulty of conceiving that a de- 
sire, directed to the good opinion of our fellow-creatures, (with- 
out any reference to the advantages it is to jrield us either now 
or hereafter,) may be among the number ? 

It would not indeed (as I have already hinted) materially 
affect the argument, although we should suppose with Wol- 
laston, that the desire of posthumous fame was resolvable into 
an illusion of the imagination. For, whatever be its origin, it 
was plainly the intention of nature that all men should be in 
some measure under its influence ; and it is perhaps of little 
consequence whether we regard it as a principle originally im- 

^ The two cases seem to be so exactly for his own house is worse than an in- 

paralle], that it is somewhat surprising fidel.** Bat if this be acknowledged 

that no attempt should have been made with respect to the interest we take in 

to extend to the latter principle of ac- the concerns of our connexions after our 

tion the same ridicule which has been own disappearance from the present 

00 laTishlj bestowed on the former. So scene, wbj judge so harshly of the de- 
fkr, howeyer, from this being the case, sire of posthumous fame ? Do not the 

1 believe it will be universaUy gpranted, two principles often co-operate in stimu- 
tbat where the latter principle fails in lating our active exertions to the very 
producing its natural and ordinary effect same ends ? more especially in those 
on the conduct, there must exist some cases (alas ! too common) where the 
defect in the rational or moral character, inheritance of a respectable name is all 
for which no other good qualities can that a good man has it in his power to 
■uffidently atone. ** He that careth not bequeath to his family. 
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planted by nature^ or suppose that she has laid a fouodation 
for it in other principles which belong universally to the 
species. 

How very powerfully it operates, appears not only from the 
heroical sacrifices to which it has led in every age of the world, 
but from the conduct of the meanest and most worthless of 
mankind, who, when they are brought to the scaffold in conse- 
quence of the clearest and most decisive evidence of their guilt, 
frequently persevere to the last, with the terrors of futurity full 
in their view, in the most solemn protestations of their inno- 
cence ; and that merely in the hope of leaving behind them 
not a fair, but an equivocal or problematical reputation. 

With respect to the other parts of WoUaston's reasoning, 
that it is only the letters which compose our names that we 
can transmit to posterity, it is worthy of observation, that, if 
the argument be good for any thing, it applies equally against 
the desire of esteem from our contemporaries, excepting in 
those cases in which we ourselves are personally known by 
those whose praise we covet, and of whose applause we happen 
ourselves to be ear-witnesses : And yet, undoubtedly, according 
to the common judgment of mankind, the love of praise is more 
peculiarly the mark of a liberal and elevated spirit in cases 
where the gratification it seeks has nothing to reconmiend it to 
those whose ruling passions are interest or the love of flattery.^ 
It is precisely for the same reason that the love of posthumous 
fame is strongest in the noblest and most exalted characters. 
If self-love were really the sole motive in all our actions, Wol- 
laston's reasoning would prove clearly the absurdity of any con- 
cern about our memory. " Such a concern," as Dr. Hutcheson 
observes, " no selfish being, who had the modelling of his own 

^ That the desire of esteem, if a &n- 

tastic principle of action in one of these What's flune?— a fimded life in other^i 
cases, is equally so in the other, is re- breath, 

marked by Pope ; but, instead of avail- ^ ^^^ ^y^^ " ^^ *>«'«" «" ^^»^ 

ing himself of this consideration to f^.?^'"'r!!ff^^^'^^ft^ 

justify the desire of posthumous re- To aU bedde a« much an empty ihade. 

nown, he employs it as an argument to An Bugene living, at a Goiar dead, 
expose the nothingness of fame in all E$»ap an Man, Epiatle ir. S37. 

cases whatsoever. 
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natare, wonld choose to implant in himself. But, since we 
have not this power, we must be contented to be thus * (mt- 
toitted by nature into a public irderest against our vnU,'^ [as 
an ingenious author expresses it" — Ed,] 

As to the fact on which Wollaston's argument proceeds, is it 
not more philosophical to consider it as afibrding an additional 
stimulus to the instinctive love of posthumous fame, by holding 
it up to the imagination as the noblest and proudest boast of 
human ambition, to be able to entail on the casual combination 
of letters which compose our name, the respect of distant ages, 
and the blessings of generations yet unborn ? Nor is it an 
unworthy object of the most rational benevolence to render 
these letters a sort of magical spell for kindling the emulation 
of the wise and good wherever they shall reach the human ear. 

Nor is it only in this instance that nature has ^^ thus out- 
witted us," for her own wise and salutary purposes. By a mode 
of reasoning analogous to that of Wollaston, it would be easy 
to turn most, if not all, our active principles into ridicule. 
But what should we gain by the attempt, but a ludicrous ex- 
position of that moral constitution which it has pleased our 
Maker to give us, and which, the more we study it, will be 
found to abound the more with marks of wise and beneficent 
design? 

It is fortunate, in such cases, that, although the reasonings 
of the metaphysician may puzzle the understanding, they pro- 
duce very little effect on the conduct. He may tell us, for 
example, that the admiration of female beauty is absurd, 
because beauty ^ as well as colour^ is a quality not existing in 
the object, but in the mind of the spectator ; or, (which brings 
the case still nearer to that under our consideration,) he may 
allege that the whole charm of the finest countenance would 
vanish if it were examined with the aid of a microscope. In 
all such cases, as well as in the instance referred to by Wollas- 
ton, we are determined very powerfully by nature ; in a way, 
indeed, that our reason cannot explain, but which we never fail 

^ Euay en (^ Nature and Ckmduet of the Pautom and AffecUonSt [Sect. L 
p. 25, 3d edition.— jEtf.] 
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to find subservient to valuable ends. For I am far from 
thinking that it would be of advantage to mankind if Wol- 
laston's views were generally adopted. That the love of 
glory has sometimes covered the earth with desolation and 
bloodshed I am ready to grant; but the actions to which 
it generally prompts are highly serviceable to the world. 
Indeed it is only by such actions that an enviable fame is 
to be acquired. 

A strong conviction of this truth has led Dr. Akenside to 
express himself in one of his- Odes with a warmth which passes 
perhaps the bounds of strict propriety, but for which a suffi- 
cient apology may be found in the poetical enthusiasm by 
which it was inspired. The ode is said to have been occasioned 
by a sermon against the love of glory. 

** Come then, tell me, sage divine, 
Ib it an offence to own 
That onr hoeoma e*er incline 
Toward immortal glory's throne? 
For with me, nor pomp nor pleasure, 
Boorhon's might, Braganza's treasure. 
So can fancy's dream rejoice, 
So conciliate reason's choice, 
As one approving word of her impartial voice. 

" If to spurn at noble praise 

Be the passport to thy heaven. 

Follow then these gloomy ways ; 

No such law to me was given : 

Nor I trust shall I deplore me 

Faring like my friends before me ; 

Nor a holier heaven desire 

Than Timoleon's arms acquire ; 
And Tully's curule chair, and Milton's golden lyre."* 

Having mentioned the name of Milton, I cannot forbear to 
add, that Jie too has called the love of fame an infirmity, al- 
though he has qualified this implied censure by calling it ihe 
infirmity of a nolle mind. He has distinctly acknowledged, 
at the same time, the heroic sacrifices of ease and pleasure to 
which it has prompted the most distinguished benefactors of 
the human race. 

• [Ode xvii.] 
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'* Fame is the spar that the clear spirit doth raise 
(The last infirmitj of noble minds) 
To scorn delights and live laborious days." * 

I must not dismiss this subject without taking some notice 
of a theory started by Mr. Hume with respect to the origin of 
the love of praise ; a theory which applies to this passion even 
when it has for its object the praise of our conteraporarie& 
** Of all opinions," he observes, " those which we form in our 
own favour, however lofty and presuming, are at bottom the 
frailest, and the most easily shaken by the contradiction and 
opposition of others. Our great concern in this case makes us 
soon alarmed, and keeps our passions upon the watch; our 
consciousness of partiality still makes us dread a mistake ; and 
the very difficulty of judging concerning an object which is 
never set at a due distance from us, nor is seen in a proper 
point of view, makes us hearken anxiously to the opinion of 
others who are better qualified to form opinions concerning us. 
Hence that strong love of fame with which all mankind are 
possessed. It is in order to fix and confirm their favourable 
opinion of themselves, not fr(m any original passion, that 
they seek the applause of others."^ 

I think it cannot be doubted that the circumstance here 
mentioned by Mr. Hume adds greatly to the pleasure we derive 
from the possession of esteem ; but it sufficiently appears from 
the facts already stated, particularly from the early period of 
life at which this principle makes its appearance, that there is 
a satisfaction arising from the possession of esteem perfectly 
unconnected with the cause referred to by this author. Mr. 
Hume has therefore mistaken a concomitant effect for the 
cause of the phenomenon in question. 

In remarking, however, this concomitant effect, he must be 
allowed to have called our attention to a fact of some import- 
ance in the philosophy of the human mind, and which ought 
not to be overlooked in analyzing the compounded sentiment of 
satisfaction we derive from the good opinion of others. Nor is 

• [Lycidas, 70.] 

1 IHuertation on the JVimoiw, [Sect. 11. i T,^Euay$, Yd. 11.—^.] 
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this the only accessory circumstance that enhances the pleasure 
remilting from the gmtification of the original principlJ: If, in 
those cases where we are somewhat doubtful of the propriety of 
our own conduct, we axe anxious to have in our favour the 
sanction of public opinion, — so, on the other hand, when we are 
satisfied in our own minds that our conduct has been right, part 
of the pleasure we receive from esteem arises from observing 
the just views and candid dispositions of others. Nor is it less 
indisputable, on the contrary supposition, that when, in conse- 
quence of calumny and misrepresentation, we fail in obtaining 
that esteem to which we know ourselves to be entitled, our dis- 
appointment at missing our just reward is aggravated to a won- 
derful degree, by our sorrow for the injustice and ingratitude 
of mankind. Still, however, it must be remembered that these 
are only accessory circumstances, and that there is a pleasure 
resulting from the possession of esteem which is not resolvable 
into either of them, and which appears to be an ultimate fact 
in the constitution of our nature. 

From the passage formerly quoted from Wollaston, it appears 
that he apprehended the love of fame to be justifiable only in 
two cases. The one is, when we desire it as a confirmation of 
the rectitude of our own judgments ; the other, when the pos- 
session of it can be attended with some real and solid good. 
But why, I must again repeat, oflFer any apology for our obejring 
a natural principle of our constitution, so long as we preserve it 
under due regulation ? 

It is not unworthy of remark, that this principle is one of 
those with which our fellow-creatures are most disposed to sym- 
pathize. With what indignation do we hear the slightest re- 
flection cast on the memory of one who was dear to us, and how 
sacred do we feel the duty of coming forward in his defence ? 
Nor is this sympathy confined to the circle of our own acquaint- 
ance. It embraces the wise and good of the most remote ages, 
and prompts us irresistibly to protect their fame from the 
assaults of envy and detraction. Whatever theory philosophers 
may adopt as to the origin of this S3rmpathy, its utility in 
preserving immaculate the reputation of those ornaments of 
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humanity whom mankind look up to as models for imitation, is 
equally indisputable. 

I have already said that the desire of esteem is, on the whole, a 
useful principle of action ; for, although there are many cases in 
which the public opinion is erroneous and corrupted, there are 
many more in which it is agreeable to reason, and favourable to the 
interests of virtue and of mankind. The habits, therefore, which 
this principle of action has a tendency to form are likely, in most 
instances, to coincide with those which are reconmiended by a 
sense of duty. In many men, accordingly, who are very little in- 
fluenced by higher principles, a regard to the opinion of the world, 
(or, as we commonly express it, a regard to character,) produces 
a conduct honourable to themselves and beneficial to society.^ 

To this observation it maybe added, that the habits to which 
we are trained by the desire of esteem, render the acquisition of 
virtuous habits more easy. The desire of esteem operates in 
children before they have a capacity to distinguish right from 
wrong ; or at least the former principle of action is much more 
powerful in their case than the latter. Hence it furnishes a 
most useful and effectual engine in the business of education, 
more particularly by training us early to exertions of self-com- 
mand and self-denial. It teaches us, for example, to restrain 
our appetites within those bounds which decency prescribes, 
and thus forms us to habits of moderation and temperance. 
And although our conduct cannot be denominated virtuous so 
long as a regard to the opinion of others is our only motive, yet 
the habits we thus acquire in infancy and childhood render it 
more easy for us to subject our passions to the authority of rea- 
son and conscience as we advance to matimty. '^ In that young 
man," (said Sylla, speaking of Caesar,) '^ who walks the streets 
with so little regard to modesty, I foresee many Mariuses."* His 
idea probably was, that on a temper so completely divested of 

^ " Gloria enim solida qiuedam res et est, non est bonis yiris repudianda.** — 

expressa, non adumbrata ; ea est con- Cicero, Ttuc. Disp. Lib. III. cap. ii. 

sentieiis laos bonomm, incorrapta tox ^ [SuetoninSi De xii. CasaribuSt Lib. 

bene judicantium de excellente Tirtnte. I. { 1. Also Plutarcb in his JtdivM 

£a Tirtuti resonat tamquam imago, qnie CcBsart near the beginning. OperOf 

quia recte factomm pierumque comes ed. Xjlandri. Tom. i. p. 707.— JSi.] 
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sympathy with the feelings of others, society could lay little 
hold, and that whatever principle of action should happen to 
gain the ascendant in his mind, was likely to sacrifice to its own 
gratification the restraints both of honour and of duty. 

These, and some other considerations of the same kind, have 
struck Mr. Smith so forcibly, that he has been led to resolve 
our sense of duty into a regard to the good opinion, and a desire 
to obtain the sympathy of our fellow-creaturea* I shall after- 
wards have occasion to examine the principal arguments he 
alleges in support of his conclusiona At present I shall only 
remark, that, although his theory may account for the desire 
which all men, both good and bad, have to assume the appear- 
ance o/vtrtue^ it never can explain the origiu of our notions of 
duty and of moral obUgation. One striking proof of this is, 
that the love of fame can only be completely gratified by the 
actual possession of those qualities for which we wish to be 
esteemed ; and that, when we receive praises which we know 
we do not deserve, we are conscious of a sort of fraud or impo- 
sition on the world. 

All fame is foreign bat of trne desert, 

PkjB rouDd the head, bat comes not to the heart 

In farther confirmation of the same doctrine it may be ob- 
served, that, although the desire of esteem is often an useful 
auxiliary to our sense of duty, and although, in most of our 
good actions, the two principles are perhaps more or less 
blended together, yet the merit of virtuous conduct is always 
enhanced, in the opinion of mankind, when it is discovered in 
the more private situations of life, where the individual cannot 
be suspected of any views to the applauses of the world. Even 
Cicero, in whose mind vanity had at least its due sway, has 
borne testimony to this truth. "Mihi quidem laudabiliora 
videntur omnia, quad sine venditatione et sine populo teste 
fiunt : non quo fugiendus sit (omnia enim benefacta in luce se 
coUocari volunt) sed tamen nullum theatrum virtuticonscientia 
majus est"^ So far, th^efore, are the desire of esteem and 

• \ Theory of Moral Sentimentif es- * Tusc. Bitp. Lib. XI. cap. xxvi. 

pecially Part m.] The same remark is made by Plin j in 
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the sense of duty from being radically the same principle of 
action, that the former is only an awxyUiary to the latter, and 
is always understood to diminish the merit of the agent in 
proportion to the influence it had over his determinations. 

An additional proof of this may be derived from the miser- 
able effects produced on the conduct by the desire of fame, when 
it is the soUj or even the govemingy principle of our actions. 
In this case, indeed, it seldom fails to disappoint its own pur- 
poses, for a lasting fame is scarcely to be acquired without a 
steady and consistent conduct, and such a conduct can only 
arise from a conscientious regard to the suggestions of our own 
breasta The pleasure, therefore, which a being capable of 
reflection derives from the possession of fame, so far from being 
the original motive to worthy actions, presupposes the existence 
of other and of nobler motives in the mind.^ 

Nor is this all ; when a competition happens between the 
desire of fame and a regard to duty, if we sacrifice the latter 
to the former, we are filled with remorse and self-condemnation, 
and the applauses of the world afford us but an empty and 
unsatisfactory recompense; whereas a steady adherence to 
the right, even although it should accidentally expose us to 
calumny, never fails to be its own reward. Whether, there- 
fore, we regard our lasting happiness, or our lasting fame, the 
precept of Cicero is equally deserving of our attention. 

" Neither make it your study to secure the applauses of the 
vulgar, nor rest your hopes of happiness on rewards which men 

on© of his epiBtles, where it is illustrated 8^ »»c«* tamnqu extMmninqu. mm neoM 

by one of the most heaatiftil anecdotes *"•■ *""°* •* ^"^' ..„,„. ^, , .. 
leoorded m the annals of our species. 

See note B, at the end of this Tolume. I need scarcelj remind my readers 
^ What the Roman poet has so finely that these are the words of the same 
said of the regidaied influence which writer, who has in other parts of his 
the loTe of literary applause had on his works, (and I think in perfect con- 
own mind, ought to be the language of sistency with the sentiment expressed 
•▼ery man, into whatever walk of ambi- in the foregoing lines,) inculcated the 
tion his fortune may have thrown him. soTerest precepts of the Stoical school. 

" Von «go, earn icrlbo, il fort« quid apcloi «sit, 

(QnandohiKrara&Tif Ml) il qoidiamanaptiaa Non il quid torbida Soma 

exit XUtvIk aooedM : «iaaMDT« Improbam in IDA 

Landari metnam ; ntqiM •nlm mibl oonM OMtigM tratinft : Nic n qu^iiTiais sxYai. 

flbcaMt; 8aLl8. 
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can bestow. Let virtue, by her own native attractions, allure 
you in the paths of honour. What others may say of you is 
their concern, not yours ; nor is it worth your while to be out 
of humour for the topics which your conduct may supply to 
their conversation." " Neque sermonibus vulgi dederis te, nee 
in praBmiis humanis spem posueris rerum tuarum ; suis te opoilet 
illecebris ipsa virtus trahat ad verum decus. Quid de te alii 
loquantur ipsi videant, sed loquentur tamen."^ 

SECT. rV. — THE DESIRE OP POWER. 

The manner in which the idea of Power is at first introduced 
into the mind, has been long a perplexing subject of specula- 
tion to metaphysicians, and has given rise to some of the most 
subtile disquisitions of the human understanding. But, al- 
though it be difficult to explain its origin, the idea itself is 
familiar to the most illiterate, even at the earliest period of 
life; and the desire of possessing the corresponding object 
seems to be one of the strongest principles of human conduct. 

In general, it may be observed, that, wherever we are led to 
consider ourselves as the authors of any effect, we feel a sensible 
pride or exultation in the consciousness of power^ and the 
pleasure is in general proportioned to the greatness of the 
effect, compared with the smallness of our exertion. 

What is commonly called the pleasure of activity, is in truth 
the pleasure of power. Mere exercise, which produces no 
sensible effect, is attended with no enjoyment, or a very slight 
one. The enjoyment, such as it is, is only corporeal. 

The infant, while still on the breast, delights in exerting its 
little strength on every object it meets with, and is mortified 
when any accident convinces it of its own imbecility. The 
pastimes of the boy are almost, without exception, such as 
suggest to him the idea of his potcer. When he throws a stone, 
or shoots an arrow, he is pleased with being able to produce an 
effect at a distance from himself; and, while he measures with 
his eye the amplitude or range of his missile weapon, con- 

' Somn, 8cip. Cap. vii. 
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templates with satiffaction the extent to which his power has 
reached. It is on a similar principle that he loves to bring 
his strength into comparison with that of his fellows, and to 
enjoy the consciousness of superior prowesa Nor need we 
search in the malevolefU dispositions of our nature for any other 
motive to the apparent acts of cruelty which he sometimes 
exercises over the inferior animals, — the sufferings of the 
animal, in such cases, either entirely escaping his notice, or 
being overlooked in that state of pleasurable triumph which 
the wanton abuse of jxnoer communicates to a weak and unre- 
flecting judgment. The active sports of the youth captivate 
his fancy by suggesting similar ideas,^f strength of body, of 
force of mind, of contempt of hardship and of danger. And 
accordingly such are the occupations in which Virgil, with a 
characteristical propriety, employs his young Ascanius. 

" At puer AjcaQiuB mediis in Tallibns acri 
Gaadet equo ; jamque hoc carau, jam praterit illoa ; 
Spumantemque dari pecora inter inertia votia 
Optat aprum, aut fulvum deacendere monte leonem.*'* 

As we advance in years, and as our animal powers lose their 
activity and vigour, we gradually aim at extending our in- 
fluence over others by the superiority of fortune and station, or 
by the still more flattering superiority of intellectual endow- 
ments, by the force of our understanding, by the extent of our 
information, by the arts of persuasion, or the accomplishments 
of addresa What but the idea of power pleases the orator in 
managing the reins of an assembled multitude, when he 
silences the reason of others by superior ingenuity, bends to his 
purposes their desires and passions, and, without the aid of 
force, or the splendour of rank, becomes the arbiter of the fate of 
nations 1 

To the same principle we may trace, in part, the pleasure 
arising from the discovery of general theorems in the sciences. 
Every such discovery puts us in possession of innumerable par- 
ticular truths or particular facts, and gives us a ready command 
of a great stock of knowledge, of which we could not, with 

• [jEntU, IT. 156.] 



158 PHILOSOPHY OF THE ACTIVB POWEBS. — B. L THE IKSTINCTI VE. 

equal ease, avail ourselves before. It iucreases, in a word, our 
inteUeciual power in a way very analogous to that in which a 
machine or engine increases the mechanical power of the human 
body. 

The discoveries we make in natural philosophy have, beside 
this eflfect, a tendency to enlarge the sphere of our power over 
the material universe ; first, by enabling us to accommodate 
our conduct to the established course of physical events ; and 
secondly, by enabling us to call to our aid many natural 
powers or agents as instruments for the accomplishment of our 
purposes. 

In general, every discovery we make with respect to the laws 
of nature, either in the material or moral worlds, is an acces- 
sion of power to the human mind, inasmuch as it lays the 
foundation of prudent and effectual conduct in circumstances 
where, without the same means of information, the success of 
our proceedings must have depended on chance alone. The 
desire of power ^ therefore, comes, in the progress of reason and 
experience, to act as an auxiliary to our instinctive desire of 
knowledge ; and it is with a view to strengthen and confirm 
this alliance that Bacon so often repeats his favourite maxim, 
that knowledge and power are synonymous or identical terms. 

The idea of power is, partly at least, the foundation of our 
attachment to property. It is not enough for us to have the 
use of an object We desire to have it completely at our own 
disposal, without being responsible to any person whatsoever for 
the purposes to which we may choose to turn it " There is an 
unspeakable pleasure," says Addison, '^ in calling any thing one's 
own. A fi-eehold, though it be but in ice and snow, will make the 
owner pleased in the possession, and stout in the defence of it"* 

Avarice is a particular modification of the desire of power ^ 
arising from the various functions of money in a commercial 
country. Its influence as an active principle is greatly 
strengthened by habit and association, insomuch that the ori- 
ginal desire of power is frequently lost in the acquired propen- 
sities to which it gives birth ; the possession of rnoney becoming, 

* [Freeholder, tub iniUo.] 
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in process of time, an ultimate object of pursuit, and continuing 
to stimulate the activity of the mind after it has lost a relish 
for every other species of exertion.^ 

The love of liberty proceeds in part, if not wholly, from the 
same source ; from a desire of being able to do whatever is 
agreeable to our own inclination. Slavery mortifies us, because 
it limits our power. 

Even the love of tranquillity and retirement has been re- 
solved by Cicero into the desire of power. " Multi autem et 
sunt et fuerunt, qui eam, quam dico, tranquillitatem expetentes, 
a negotiis publicis se removerint, ad otiumque perftigerint 
His idem propositum fuit quod regibus, ut ne qua re egerent, 
ne cui parerent, libertate uterentur ; cujus proprium est sic 
vivere ut velis. Quare, cum hoc commune sit potentisB cupi- 
dorum cum iis quos dixi otiosis; alteri se adipisci id posse 
arbitrantur, si opes maguas habeant, alteri, si contenti sint et 
suo, et parvo."^ 

The idea of power is also, in some degreCj the foundation of 
the pleasure of virtue. We love to be at liberty to follow our 
own inclinations, without being subject to the control of a 
superior; but even this is not sufficient to our happiness. 
When we are led by vicious habits, or by the force of passion, 
to do what reason disapproves, we are sensible of a mortifying 
subjection to the inferior principles of our nature, and feel our 
own littleness and weakness. ^ On the other hand, he that ruleth 
his spirit feels himself greater than he tJuxt takeih a city. " It 
is pleasant," says Dr. Tillotson, " to be virtuous and good, 
because tJiat is to excel many others. It is pleasant to grow 
better, because that is to excel ourselves. It is pleasant to 

zealoasly attached to Tory and High 
Church principles. 

"Whether the public aim in eveiy 
well-governed state be not) that each 
member, according to his just pretensions 
and industry, should have power?** — 
[Queries vii. viii.] 

Nafeonm ezpdlM fiirci» tames uMjoe racarrci 
' De Qfidii, Lib. I. capp. xx. et xxi. 



^ Berkeley in his Querist has started 
the same idea. 

"Whether the real end and aim 
of men be not potoerf and whether 
he who could have every thing else 
at his wish or will would value 
moneyf** 

To this query the good bishop has 
subjoined another, which one would 
hardly have expected from a writer so 
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mortify and sabdue our appetites, because that is victory. It 
is pleasant to command our passions, and keep them within the 
boimds of reason, because this is empire.'' 

From the observations now made, it appears that the desire 
of power is subservient to important purposes in our constitu- 
tion, and is one of the principal sources both of our intellectual 
and moral improvements. An examination of the effects which 
it produces on society, would open views very strikingly illus- 
trative of benevolent intention in the Author of our frame. I 
shall content myself, however, with remarking, that the general 
aspect of ihe fact affords a very favourable view of human 
nature. When we consider how much more every man has it 
^/ kf [ "^ in his power to injure others than to promote their interests, it 

must appear manifest that society could not possibly subsist 
unless the benevolent affections had a very decided predomi- 
nance over those principles which give rise to competition and 
enmity. Whoever reflects duly on this consideration, will, if I 
do not deceive myself, be inclined to form conclusions concern- 
ing the dispositions of his fellow-creatures very different from 
the representations of them to be found in the writings of some 
gloomy and misanthropical moralists. 



SECT. V. — EMULATION, OR THE DESIRE OP SUPERIORITY. 

This principle of action is classed by Dr. Reid with the affec- 
tions, and is considered by him as a malevolent affection} He 
tells us, however, that he does not mean by this epithet to in- 
sinuate that there is anything criminal in emulation, any more 
than in resentment when excited by an injury ; but he thinks 
that it involves a sentiment of ill-will to our rival, and makes 
use of the word malevolent to express this sentiment, as the 
language affords no softer epithet to convey the idea. 

I own it appears to me that emulation, considered as a prin- 

^ Essays on the Active Powers, pp. and those on the Moral Powers^ in the 

166, 167, 4to edit. [Essay III. Part ii. original edition in 4to. The pages of 

chap. 5. — Mr. Stewart quotes Reid's this, as the one authentic edition, are 

Essays, both those on the Intellectual given in Reid*B Collected Worke. — Ed."] 
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ciple of action, ought to be classed with the destreSy and not 
with the affections. It is, indeed, frequently accompanied with 
a malevolent affection ; but it is the desire of superiority which 
is the (ictive principle, and the affection is only a concomitant 
circumstance. 

I do not even think that this malevolent affection is a neces- 
sary concomitant of the desire of superiority. It is possible, 
surely, to conceive, (although the case may happen but rarely,) 
that emulation may take place between men who are united by 
the most cordial friendship, and without a single sentiment of 
ill-will disturbing their harmony. 

When Emulation is accompanied with malevolent affection, 
it assumes the name of Envy. The distinction between these 
two principles of action is accurately stated by Dr. Butler. 
" Emulation is merely the desire of superiority over others, with 
whom we compare ourselvea To desire the attainment of this 
superiority by the particular means of others being brought 
down below our own level, is the distinct notion of Envy. From 
whence it is easy to see, that the real end which the natural 
passion emulation, and which the unlawful one envy, aims at is 
exactly the same ; and consequently, that to do mischief is not 
the end of envy, but merely the means it makes use of to attain 
its end."^ Dr. Reid himself seems to have clearly perceived 
the distinction, although in other parts of the same section he 
has lost sight of it again. ^^ He who runs a race,*" says he, 
^ feels uneasiness at seeing another outstrip him. This is un- 
corrupted nature, and the work of God within him. But this 
uneasiness may produce either of two very different effecta 
It may incite him to make more vigorous exertions, and to 
strain every nerve to get before his rival. This is fair and 
honest emulation. This is the effect it is intended to pro- 
duce. But if he has not fairness and candour of heart, he will 
look with an evil eye on his competitor, and will endeavour to 
trip him, or to throw a stumbling-block in his way. This is 
pure envy, the most malignant passion that can lodge in the 
human breast, which devours, as its natural food, the fiune 

^ Sermons. — Upon Hitman Nature^ [sect. 19, note.] 
VOL. VL L 
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and the happiness of those who are most deserving of our 
esteem,"^ 

In quoting these passages, I would not be understood to re- 
present this distinction between emulation and envy as a novelty 
in the science of ethics ; for the very same distinction was long 
ago stated with admirable conciseness and justness by Aristotle ; 
whose definitions^ (I shall take this opportunity of remarking 
by the way,) however censurable they may frequently be when 
they relate to physical subjects, are, in most instances, peculiarly 
happy when they relate to moral ideas. '^ ^mulatio bonum 
quiddam est, et bonis viris convenit ; at invidere improbum est^ 
et hominum improborum ; nam aemulans talem efficere se stu- 
det, ut ipsa bona quoque nanciscatur ; at invidens studet effi- 
cere, ut ne alter boni quid habeat."* 

Among the lower animals we see many symptoms of emula- 
tion, but in them its effects are perfectly insignificant when 
compared with those it produces on human conduct Their 
emulation is chiefly confined to swiftness,^ strength, or favour 



^ Reid On the Active Powers^ p. 170. 
[Eeasy m. Part ii. chap. 5 ; Wwk$, 
f. 567.] Dr. Beattie, in his ElemfuU 
f Moral Science^ after stating very cor- 
rectly the specalative distinction be- 
tween emulation and envy, observes with 
great truth, that it is extremely difficult 
to preserve the former wholly unmixed 
with the latter; and that emulation, 
though entirely different from envy, is 
very apt, through the weakness of our 
nature, to degenerate into it. To this 
remark he subjoins the following very 
striking practical reflection. " Let the 
man," says he, " who thinks he is ac- 
tuated by generous emulation only, and 
wishes to know whether there be any- 
thing of envy in the case,, examine his 
own heart, and ask himself w|iether his 
friends, on becoming, though in an 
honourable way, his competitors, have 
leta of his affection than they had be- 
foro ; whether hfi be graitifiediby heioing 
them depreciated; whether he would 
wish their merit less, that he might the 



more easily equal or excel them ; and 
whether he would have a more sincere 
regard for them if the world were to 
acknowledge him their superior ? If his 
heart answer all or any of these ques- 
tions in the affirmative, it is time to look 
out for a cure, for the symptoms of envy 
are but too apparent." 

;^«»tiv rUf JtymSSf i ii rit wknrUf f^tl 
ix^** ^*^ ^** ^/«»«v &c. &c. — ^Aristotelia 
Hhekmea^ Lib. II. cap. xi. The whole 
chapter is excellent. I have adopted in 
the text the Latin version of Buhle. See 
the Bipontiue Edition of Aristotle. 

' One of the most remarkable in- 
stances of this that I have read of is 
the emulation of the race horses at 
Rome when run without riders. This 
emulation is even said to be inspirited 
by the concourse of spectators. — See 
Ohservatiom made in a Tour to Itafy^ 
by the celebrated M. de la Condamine. 
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with their femalefl. I think, too, among doga we may perceive 
something like jealousy or rivalship in courting the favour of 
man. In our own race emulation operates in an infinite 
variety of directions, and is one of the principal sources of 
human improvement 

Before leaving the subject, I think it of consequence again 
to repeat^ that, notwithstanding the speculative distinction I 
have been endeavouring to make between emulation and envy, 
the former disposition is so seldom altogether unmixed with 
the latter, that men who are conscious of possessing original 
powers of thinking can scarcely be at too much pains to draw 
a veil over their claims to originality, if they wish to employ 
their talents to the best advantage in the service of mankind. 

« Men most be Unght as if yon Uaght them not, 
And things unknown propos*d as things fbigot"^ 

In the observations which I have hitherto made upon emula- 
tion, I have proceeded on the supposition, that the subject of 
competition is the personal qualities of the individual. These, 
however, are not the great objects of ambition with the bulk 
of mankind, nor perhaps do they occasion jealousies and en- 
mities so fatal to our morals and our happiness, as those which 
are occasioned by the seemingly partial and unjust distribution 
of the goods of fortune. To see the natural rewards of industry 
and genius fall to the share of the weak and the profligate, can 
scarcely fail to excite a regret in the best regulated tempers ; 
and to those who are disposed (as every man perhaps is in some 
degree) to over-rate their own pretensions, and to undervalue 
those of their neighbours, this regret is a source of discontent 
and misery which no measure of external prosperity is sufiScient 
to remova The feeling, when it does not lead to any act of 
injustice or dishonour, is so intimately connected with our 
sense of merit and demerit, that many allowances for it will be 
made by those who reflect candidly on the common infirmities 
of humanity ; and much indulgence is due firom the prosperous 
to their less fortunate rivals. So much indeed is this indul- 
gence recommended to us by all the best principles of our 

^ Pope's EtHtjf en Oritkum^ [^74.] 
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nature, and so painful is the reflection that we are even the 
innocent cause of disquiet to others, that it may be doubted 
whether the constraint and embarrassment produced by great 
and sudden accessions of prosperity be not more than sufficient 
to coimterbalance any solid addition they are likely to bring to 
our own happiness.^ 

Human life has been often likened to a race, and the parallel 
holds, not only in the general resemblance, but in many of the 
minuter circumstance& When the horses first start from the 
barrier how easy and sportive are their sallies, — sometimes one 
taking the lead, sometimes another I If they happen to run 
abreast, their contiguity seems only the effect of the social 
instinct In proportion, however, as they advance in their 
career, the spirit of emulation becomes gradually more appa- 
rent, till at length, as they draw near to the goal, every sinew 
and every nerve is strained to the utmost, and it is well if the 
competition closes witliout some suspicion of jostling and foul 
play on the part of the winner. 

How exact and melancholy a picture of the race of ambition ; 
of the insensible and almost inevitable effect of political rival- 
ship in extinguishing early friendships ; and of the increasing 
eagerness with which men continue to grasp at the palm of 
victory, till the fatal moment arrives when it is to drop from 
their hands for ever ! 



As we have artificial appetites^ so we have also artificial 
desires. Whatever conduces to the attainment of any object of 
natural desire, is itself desired on account of its subservience to 



1 See an admirable passage in Smith's 
Theory of Moral SenHments, [Part I. 
sect. ii. chap. 6,] (Vol. I. p. 94, et seq, 
sixth edition.) " The man who by 
some sudden revolution of fortune, is 
lifted up all at once into a condition of 
life greatly above what he had formerly 
lived in, may be assured that the con- 



gratulations of his best friends are not 
all of them perfectly sincere," &c. &c. 

In Bacon^s Essays there is an article 
On Envy^ abounding with original, and, 
in the main, just reflections. Even 
those which are somewhat questionable 
may be useful in suggesting materials 
of thought to others. 
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this end, and frequently comes in process of time to be regarded 
as valuable in itself, independent of this subservience. It is 
thus (as was formerly observed) that wealth becomes with 
many an ultimate object of desire, although it is undoubtedly 
valued at first merely on account of its subservience to the 
attainment of other objects. In like manner we are led to 
desire dress, equipage, retinue, furniture, on account of the 
estimation in which they are supposed to be held by the public. 
Dr. Hutcheson calls such desires secondary desires, and accounts 
for their origin in the way I have now mentioned. " Since we 
are capable," says he, ^^ of Reflection, Memory, Observation, and 
Reasoning about the distant tendencies of objects and actions, 
and not confined to things present, there must arise, in conse- 
quence of our original desires, secondary desires of everything 
imagined to be useful to gratify any of the primary desires, and 
that with strength proportioned to the several original desires, 
and the imagined usefulness or necessity of the advantageous 
object." — " Thus," he continues, ** as soon as we come to appre- 
hend the use of wealth or power to gratify any of our original 
desires, we must also desire them. Hence arises the univer- 
sality of the desires of weaMh and power, since they are the 
means of gratifying all other desires."^ The only thing excep- 
tionable in the foregoing passage is, that the author classes the 
desire of power with that of wealth ; whereas I apprehend it to 
be clear, according to Hutcheson's own definition, that the 
former is a primary desire, and the latter a secondary one. 
Avarice, indeed, (as I already remarked,) is but a particular 
modification of the desire of power generated by the conven- 
tional value which attaches to money in the progress of society, 
in consequence of which it becomes the immediate and the 
habitual object of pursuit in all the various departments of 
professional industry. 

The author also of the preliminary dissertation prefixed to 
King^s Origin of Evil, [the Rev. Mr. Gay,] attempts to ex- 
plain, by means of the association of ideas, the origin not only 
of avarice, but of the desire of knowledge, and of the desire of 

1 [E$iay On the NtUure and Conduct of the PoMtionif Sect. I. p. 8, 8d edit] 
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fame, both of which I have endeavoured to show, in the preced- 
ing pages, are justly entitled to rank with the primary and 
most simple elements of our active constitution. That they, 
as well as all the other original principles of our nature, are 
very powerfully influenced by association and habit, is a point 
about which there can be no dispute ; and hence arises the 
plausibility of those theories which would represent them as 
wholly factitious.^ 



* Dr. Hartley's onoe celebrated work 
entitled ObiervaUons an Man, in which 
he has pushed the theory of associa- 
tion to 80 eztraFagant a length, and 
which, not many years ago, found so 
many enthusiastic admirers in England, 
seems to have owed its existence to the 
Dissertation here referred to. 

" The work here ofiered to the pub- 
lic," he tells ns himself in his preface, 
"consists of papers written at different 
times, but taking their rise from the 
following ocoaaion. 



" About eighteen years ago I was 
informed, that the Bev. Mr. Gay, then 
living, asserted the possibility cMf dedu- 
cing all our intellectual pleasures and 
pains from association. This put me 
upon considering the power of associa- 
tion. Mr. Oay published his senti- 
ments on this matter, about the same 
time, in a Diaseriation an ihe Funda- 
mental IVindpU of Virtue, prefixed to 
Mr. Archdeacon Law's Tranglation qf 
Arehbiihop King'* Origm afEmU* 



CHAPTER III. 

OF OUR AFFECTIONa 
SECTION L^ENEBAL OBSERVATIOKa 

nin)ER this title are comprehended all those active principles 
whose direct and ultimate object is the communication either 
of enjoyment or of suffering to any of our. fellow-creatures. 
According to this definition, which has been adopted by some 
eminent writers, and among others by Dr. Beid,* resentment, 
revenge, hatred, belong to the class of our affections as well as 
gratitude or pity. Hence a distinction of the affections into 
benevolent and malevolent I shall afterwards mention some 
considerations which lead me to think that the distinction 
requires some Umitations in the statement 

Our benevolent affections are various, and it would not per- 
haps be easy to enumerate them completely. The parental 
and the filial affections — the affections of kindred — love — 
friendship — patriotism — universal benevolence — gratitude — 
pity to the distressed, are some of the most important Besides 
these there are peculiar benevolent affections excited by those 
moral qualities in other men, which render them either amiable 
or respectable, or objects of admiration. 

In the foregoing enumeration, it is not to be understood that 
all the benevolent affections particularly specified are stated as 
original principles, or ultimate facts in our constitution. On 
the contrary, there can be little doubt that several of them may 
be analyzed into the same general principle differently modi- 
fied, according to the circumstances in which it operate& 

• ^Aetim Bowen; Enay III. Port iL chaps. 8, 5.] 
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This, however, (notwithstanding the stress which has been 
sometimes laid upon it,) is chiefly a question of arrangement 
Whether we suppose these principles to be all ultimate facts, 
or some of them to be resolvable into other facts more general, 
they are equally to be regarded as constituent parts of human 
nature, and, upon either supposition, we have equal reason to 
admire the wisdom with which that nature is adapted to the 
situation in which it is placed. The laws which regulate the 
acquired perceptions of sight are surely as much a part of our 
frame as those which regulate any of our original perceptions ; 
jmd although they require for their development a certain 
degree of experience and observation in the individual, the 
uniformity of the result shows that there is nothing arbitrary 
or accidental in their origin. 

The question, indeed, concerning the origin of our different 
affections, leads to some curious disquisitions, but is of very 
subordinate importance to those inquiries which relate to their 
nature and laws and uses. In many philosophical systems, 
however, it seems to have been considered as the most interest- 
ing subject of discussion connected with this part of the human 
constitution. 

Before we proceed to consider any of our benevolent affec- 
tions in detail, I shall make a few observations on two circum- 
stances in which they all agree. In the first pUwe, they are 
all accompanied with an agreeable feeling ; and, secondly^ they 
imply a desire of happiness or of good to their respective 
objecta^ 

I. That the exercise of all our kind affections is accompanied 
with an agreeable feeling will not be questioned. Next to a 
good conscience it constitutes the principal part of human 
happines& With what satisfaction do we submit to fatigue 
and danger in the service of those we love, and how many cares 
do even the most selfish voluntarily bring on themselves by 
their attachment to others I So much indeed of our happiness 
is derived from this source, that those authors whose object is 

' See Reid on the Aetive Bowers^ p. 144, 4to edit [E98ay III. Part ii. chap. 3.] 
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to furnish amtisemerU to the mind, avail themselves of these 
a£fections as one of the chief vehicles of pleasm^ Hence the 
principal charm of tragedy^ and of every other species of 
pathetic composition. How far it is of use to separate in this 
manner " the luxury of pU'if from the opportunities of active 
exertion, may perhaps be doubted. My awn opinion on this 
question I have stated at some length in the Philosophy of the 
Human Mind} 

Without entering, however, in this place into the argument 
I have there endeavoured to support, I shall only remark at 
present, that the pleasures of kind affection are by no means 
confined (as men of loose principles are too apt to flatter them- 
selves) to the virtuous part of our species. They mingle also 
with our criminal indulgences, and often mislead the young 
and thoughtless by the charms they impart to vice and folly. 
It is indeed from this very quarter that the chief dangers to 
morals are to be apprehended in early life ; and it is a melan- 
choly consideration to add, that these dangers are not a little 
increased by the amiable and attractive qualities by which 
nature often distinguishes those unfortunate men who would 
seem, on a superficial view, to be her peculiar favourites. 

Nor is it only when the kind affections meet with circum- 
stances favourable to their operation that the exercise of them 
is a source of enjoyment. Contrary to the analogy of most, if 
not of all, our other active principles, there is a degree of 
pleasure mixed with the pain even in those cases in which they 
are disappointed in the attainment of their object. Nay, in 
such cases it often happens that the pleasure predominates so 
far over the pain as to produce a mixed emotion, on which a 
wounded heart loves to dwell When death, for example, has 
deprived us of the society of a friend, we derive some consola- 
tion for our loss from the recollection of his virtues, which 
awakens in our mind all those kind affections which the sight 
of him used to inspire ; and in such a situation the indulgence 
of these affections is preferred not only to every lighter amuse- 
ment, but to every other social pleasure. Heu quanta minus 

^ YoL I. chap. lii. lect 6, p. 457, §eq. 
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eat cum reliqais vermri gwim tut meminisae !* The final cause 
of the agreeable emotion conuected with the exercise of bene- 
volence in all its various modes, was evidently to induce hb to 
cultivate with peculiar cere a class of our active principles bo, 
immediately subservient to the happiness of society.' 
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II. All our benevolent affectious imply a desire of happiness 
to their respective objects. Indeed it is from this circumBtatioe 
they derive their name. 

The philosopbera who have endeavoured to resolve our appe- 
tites and desires into self-love have given a similar account of 
our benevolent affections. It is evident that this amounts to a 
denial of their existence as a separate class of active principli 
for when a thing is desired not on its own account, but 
instrumental to the attainment of something else, it is uot 
desire of the means, but that of the end, which is in this 
the principle of action. 

In the course of my observations on the different affections, 
when I come to consider them particularly, I shall endeavour 
to show that this account of their origin is extremely wide of 
the truth. In the meantime it may be worth while to remark 
in general, bow strongly it is opposed by the analogy of the 
other active powers already examined. We have found that 
the preservation of the individual and the continuation of the 
species are not entrusted to self-love and reason alone, but that 
we are endowed with various appetites which, without any 
reflection on our part, impel us to their respective objects. We 
have also found, with respect to the acquisition of knowledge, 
(on which the perfection of the individual and tie improve- 
ment of the species essentially depend,) that it is not entmsted? 
solely to self-love and Ixjoevolence, but that we are promp! 



1 
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to it by the implanted principle of curiosity. It farther ap- 
peared, that, in addition to our sense of duty, another incentive 
to worthy conduct is provided in the desire of esteem, which is 
not only one of our most powerful principles of action, but 
continues to operate in full force to the last moment of our 
being. Now, as men were plainly intended to live in society, 
and as the social union could not subsist without a mutual 
interchange of good offices, would it not be reasonable to 
expect, agreeably to the analogy of our nature, that so im- 
portant an end would not be entrusted solely to the slow 
deductions of reason, or to the metaphysical refinements of 
self-love, but that some provision would be made for it, in a 
particular class of active principles, which might operate, like 
our appetites and desires, independently of our refiection ? To 
say this of parental affection or of pity, is saying nothing more 
in their favour than what was affirmed of hunger and thirsty 
that they prompt us to particular objects without any reference 
to our own enjoyment 

I have not offered these objections to the selfish theory with 
any view of exalting our natural affections into virtues; for, 
in so far as they arise from original constitution, they confer 
no merit whatever on the individual any more than his appe- 
tites or desires : — at the same time, (as Dr. Beid has observed,) 
there is a manifest gradation in the sentiments of respect witih 
which we regard these different constituents of character. 

Our desires f (it was formerly observed,) although not virtuous 
in themselves, are manly and respectable, and plainly of greater 
dignity than our animal appetites. In like manner it may be 
remarked that our benevolent affections, although not meri- 
ioriouSy are highly amiable, A want of attention to the essen- 
tial difference between the ideas expressed by these two words 
has given rise to much confusion in different systems of Moral 
Philosophy, more particularly in the sjrstems of Shaftesbury 
and Hutcheson. 

As it would lead me into too minute a detail to consider our 
different benevolent affections separately, I shall confine myself 
to a few detached remarks on some of the most important 
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The first place is undoubtedly due to what we commonly 
call ncdwraX affection^ including under the term the affections 
of parents and children, and those of other near relations. 

SECT. II.— OF THE AFFECTIONS OF KINDRED. 

The parental affection is common to us with most of the 
brutes, although with them it is variously modified according 
to their respective natures, and according as the care of the 
parent is more or less necessary for the preservation and nur- 
ture of the young. Cicero remarks that this is no more than 
might have been expected from that beneficent Providence 
everywhere conspicuous in nature. ^^ Hsbc inter se congruero 
non possunt, ut natura et procreari vellet et diligi procreates 
non curaret."^ — " Commune animautium omnium est conjunc- 
tionis appetitus, et cura qusddam eorum quad procreata sunt"^ 

When I ascribe parental affection to our own species, I do 
not mean to insinuate that there is any foimdation for those 
stories which poets have feigned of particular discriminating 
feelings which have enabled parents and children, after a long 
absence, or when they have never met before, mutually to re- 
cognise each other. The parental affection takes its rise from 
a JcnowUdge of the relation in which the parties stand, and it 
is very powerfully confirmed by habit All that I assert is, 
that it results naturally from that knowledge, and from the 
habits superinduced by the relation which the parties bear to 
each other ; in which sense it may be justly said, (to adopt a 
beautiful and philosophical expression of Dr. Ferguson's,) that 
^' natural affection springs up in the soul as the milk springs 
in the breast of the mother."^ Accordingly, it operates, in a 
great measure, independently of reflection and of a sense of 
duty. Beason, indeed, might satisfy a man that his children 
are particularly entrusted to his care, and that it is his duty to 
rear and educate them ; as reason might have induced him to 

^ De FimbuSj (Lib. III. cap. xix.] ' Principles of Moral and PoUtical 

Science^ VoL I. p. 31. [Part I. chap. i. 
* De 0fficii8f (Tiib. I. cap. iv.J sect 3.] 
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eat and drink without the appetites of hanger and thirst ; but 
reason cannot create an affection any more than an appetite : 
And, considering how little the conduct of mankind is in 
general influenced by a sense of duty, there are good grounds 
for thinking, that^ were not reason in this case aided by a very 
powerful implanted principle, a very small proportion out of 
the whole number of children brought into the world would 
arrive at maturity. 

How much this affection depends upon habit appears from 
this, that, when the care of a child is devolved upon one who is 
not its parent, the parental affection is, in a great measure, 
transferred along with it. " This,** as Dr. Beid observes, " is 
plainly the work of nature, and is an additional provision made 
by her for the continuation and preservation of the species.^ 

The parental affection, as we have hitherto considered it, is 
common to both sexes ; but it cannot, I think, be denied, that 
it is in the heart of the mother that it exists in the most perfect 
strength and beauty. Indeed I do not think that those have 
gone too far who have pronounced ^' the heart of a good mother 
to be the masterpiece of nature's works"^ There is no form, 
certainly, in which humanity appears so lovely, or presents so 
fair a copy of the Divine image after which it was made. 

Nor are these affections of parent and child useful solely for 
the preservation of the race. They form the heart in infancy 
for its more extensive social duties, and gradually prepare it 
for those affections which constitute the character of the good 
citizen ; not to mention that, in every period of life, it is our 
private attachments which furnish the most powerful of all 
incentives to patriotism and heroic virtue. Nothing, therefore, 
could be more unphilosophical than the opinion of Plato, that 
the indulgence of the domestic charities unfitted men for the 
discharge of their political duties ; an opinion which he carried 
so far as to propose, that, as soon as a child was bom, it should 
be separated from its parents, and educated ever after at the 
expense of the public. It has been often observed that persons 
brought up in foundling hospitals have seldom turned well out 

1 See Maimoutel, Legom twr la Morale, p. 182, et teq. 



174 PBILOSOPUY OF THE ACTIVE POWERS. — B. I, THE INffTINCTIVE. I 

in the world ; and although I doubt not that various splendid 
exceptions to this proposition may be quoted, I nm inclined to 
think, that, if tlie special accidents connected with these excpp- 
lioDB were fully known, they would be found, instead of invali- 
dating, to confirm the general rule. One thing, at least, i* 
obvious, that, in that best of all educations which nature has 
provided for us in the ordinary circura stances of our condition, 
it formed an important part of her plan to soften the heart be- 
times amid the scenes of domestic life ; and, accordingly, it is 
under the shelter of these scenes that all the social virtues may 
be seen to shoot up with the greatest vigour and luxuriancy. 
Kven the sterner qualities of fortitude and bravery, bo far from 
being inconsistent with a warm and susceptible heart, are 
almost its inseparable attendants, insomuch that we always 
expect to find them united. How true, in this respect, to all 
the best feelings of our nature, is the beautiful story recorded 
of Epaminondas, that, after the battle of Lcuctra, he thanked 
the gods that his parents etill survived to enjoy his fame 1 

It is remarked by Dr. Beattie* that Homer and Virgil, the 
most accurate of all observers, and the most faithful of all 
painters of human character, always unite the domestic att^ich- 
ments with the more splendid virtues of their heroes. The 
scene between Hector and Andromache, and the interview be- 
tween Ulysses and his father after an absence of twenty year^ 
are pronounced by the same excellent critic to be the finest 
passages in the Iliad and Odyssey. He observes farther, that, 
in the portrait of AchiUes, his love to his parents forms one of 
the most prominent and distinguishing features, and that " this 
single circumstance throws an amiable softness into the most 
terrific human personage that was ever described in poetry." 
How powerful a charm the ^neid derives from the same 
source it is needless to mention, as it is the chief ground-work 
of the interest inspired by the whole texture of the fable. In 
no instance is it more affecting than in the address of Euryalus 
to Nisus before they set out on their desperate expedition bj 
night ; and, I believe, few will deny that the pious concern 
^\DUKrUl^hJuMoralmld0^itieal.—^OntheAIUKhmenUofKi^tInd,)f.5i^,leq.^ 
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which he expresses for his aged parent in that moment of ap- 
proaching peril accords perfectly with the gallantry of his spirit^ 
and interests ns more than any thing else in his fortunes. 

" CoDtra quern talia fatar 

Etuyalos : me nalla dies tarn fortibus anns 
DiBsimilem arguerit; tanti^Ei fortuna aecanda, 
Haud adversa cadat : sed te raper omnia dona, 
Unum oro : Genetrix Priami de gente ▼etoBU 
Est mihi, qoam miseram tennit non Ilia tellui, 
Mecum excedentem, non moniia regis Aceste : 
Hano ego nunc ignaram hiyos quodcunque perioli eit 
Inqne Balntatam linqno : nox, et tua testis 
Dextera, qu6d nequeam lacrymas perferre parentis. 
At tu, oro, solare inopem, et snccurre reliot». 
Hano sine me spem ferre tui ; Andentior ibo 
In casus omnes. Percussa mente dederunt 
DardanidsB lacrjmas : ante omnes pulcher lulus, 
Atque animum patrisB strinxit pietatis imago.'** 

I shall conclude this section in the words of Lord Bacon : — 
^ Unmarried men are best friends,. best masters, best servants, 
but not always best subjects, for they are light to run away, 
and ahnost aU fugitives are of that condition. For soldiers, I 
find that the generals in their hortatives commonly put men in 
mind of their wives and. children ; and I think the despising of 
marriage among the Turks maketh the vulgar soldiers the 
more base. Certainly, wife and children are a kind of discip- 

times more charitable, because their means are less exhaust ; 
yet, on the other side, they are more cruel and hard-hearted, 
because their tenderness is not so often called upon.^f 

SECT. in. — OF FRIENDSHIP. 

Friendship, like all the other benevolent affections, includes 
two things, an agreeable feeling, and a desire of happiness to 
its object 

Besides, however, the agreeable feelings common to all the 
eocertions of benevolence, there are some peculiar to friendship. 

• [.^nm$, ix. 2S0.] t [^^My» ▼lu.] 
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I before took notice of the pleasure we derive from communi- 
cating our thoughts and our feelings to others ; but tliis com- 
munication prudence and propriety restrain us from making to 
strangers ; and hence the satisfaction we enjoy in the society of 
one to whom we can communicate every circumstance in our 
situation, and can trust every secret of our heart. 

There is also a wonderful pleasure arising from the sympathy 
of our fellow-creatures with our joys and with our sorrows, nay, 
even with our tastes and our humours ; but, in the ordinary 
commerce of the world, we are often disappointed in our ex- 
pectations of this enjoyment ; a disappointment which is pecu- 
liarly incident to men of genius and sensibility superior to the 
conmion, who frequently feel themselves ^^ alone in the midst 
of a crowd," and reduced to the necessity of accommodating 
their own temper, and their own feelings, to a standard bor- 
rowed from those whom they cannot help thinking undeserving 
of such a sacrifica 

It is only in the society of a friend that this sympathy is at 
all times to be found ; and the pleasing reflection that we have 
it in our power to command so exquisite a gratification, consti- 
tutes, perhaps, the principal charm of this connexion. ^^ What 
we call affection," says Mr. Smith, ^^ is nothing but an habitual 
sympathy."* I will not go quite so far as to adopt this propo- 
sition in all its latitude, but I perfectly agree with this profound 
and amiable moralist in thinking, that the experience of this 
sympathy is the chief foundation of friendship, and one of the 
principal sources of the pleasures which it yields. Nor is it at 
all inconsistent with this observation to remark, that, where 
the ground-work of two characters in point of moral worth is 
the same, there is sometimes a contrast in the secondary 
qualities, of taste, of intellectual accomplishments, and even of 
animal spirits, which, instead of presenting obstacles to friend- 
ship, has a tendency to bind more strongly the knot of mutual 
attachment between the parties. Two very interesting and 
memorable examples of this may be found in Cuvier's ac- 
count of the friendship between Buffon and Daubenton, and 

* [ITteory of Moral JSeaUmentit Part I. sect i. chap. 1.] 
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in Playfair's account of jthe fHendship between Black and 
Button. 

I do not mean here to enter into the consideration of the va- 
rious topics relating to friendship which are commonly discussed 
by writers on that subject Most of these, indeed I may say aU 
of them, are beautifully illustrated by Cicero in the treatise 
De Amicitiay in which he has presented us with a summary of 
all that was most valuable on this article of ethics in the writ- 
ings of preceding philosophers ; and so comprehensive is the 
view of it which he has taken, that the modem authors who 
have treated of it have done little more than to repeat his 
observations. 

One question concerning friendship much agitated in the an- 
cient schools was, ^^ whether this connexion can subsist in its 
fiill perfection between more than two persons ?" — and I be- 
lieve it was the common decision of antiquity that it cannot 
For my own part, I can see no foundation for this limitation, 
and I own it seems to me to have been suggested more by the 
dreams of romance, or the fables of ancient mjrthology, than by 
good sense or an accurate knowledge of mankind. The passion 
of love between the sexes is, indeed, of an exclusive nature ; 
and the jealousy of the one party is roused the moment a sus- 
picion arises that the attachment of the other is in any degree 
divided ; (and by the way this circumstauce, which I think is 
stroDgly characteristical of that connexion, deserves to be added 
to the various other considerations which show that monogamy 
has a foundation in human nature.) But the feelings of friend- 
ship are perfectly of a different sort. If our friend is a man of 
discernment, we rejoice at every new acquisition he makes, as 
it affords us an opportunity of adding to our own list of worthy 
and amiable individuals, and we ^eagerly concur with him in 
promoting the interests of those who are dear to his heart. 
When we ourselves, on the other hand, have made a new dis- 
covery of worth and genius, how do we long to impart the same 
satis&ction to a friend, and to be instrumental in bringing 
together the various respectable and worthy men whom the 
accidents of life have thrown in our way t 

VOL. VI. M 
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I acknowledge, at the same time, that the number of our 
attached and confidential friends cannot be great, otherwise our 
attention would be too much distracted by the multiplicity of 
its objects, and the views for which this affection of the mind 
was probably implanted, would be frustrated by its engaging us 
in exertions beyond the extent of our limited abilities ; and, 
accordingly, nature has made a provision for preventing this 
inconvenience, by rendering friendship the fruit only of long 
and intimate acquaintance. It is strengthened not only by the 
acquaintance which the parties have with each other's personal 
qualities, but with their histories, situations, and connexions 
from infancy, and every particular of this sort which £Edls under 
their mutual knowledge, forms to the fancy an additional rela- 
tion by which they are united. Men who have a very wide 
circle of friends, without much discrimination or preference, are 
justly suspected of being incapable of genuine friendship, and, 
indeed, are generally men of cold and selfish characters, who 
are influenced chiefly by a cool and systematical regard to their 
own comfort, and who value the social intercourse of life only 
as it is subservient to their accommodation and amusement 

That the affection of friendship includes a desire of happiness 
to the beloved object, it is unnecessary to observe. There is, 
however, a certain limitation of the remark which occurs among 
the Maxims of La Bochefoucauld, and which has been often 
repeated since by misanthropical moralists, ^' That, in the dis- 
tresses of our best friends, there is always something which does 
not displease us." It may be proper to consider in what sense 
this is to be understood, and how far it has a foundation in 
truth. It is expressed in somewhat equivocal terms ; and, I 
suspect, owes much of its plausibility to this very circumstance. 

From the triumphant air with which the maxim in question 
has been generally quoted by the calumniators of human nature, 
it has evidently been supposed by them to imply, that the mis- 
fortunes of our best friends give us more pleasure than pain.^ 

^ It was plainly in this sense tliat Swift " As Soch«foacMild bis maxims drew 

understood it, when he prefixed it as a ^«»° °»*°"' ^ *»*^>**^« ">"° *^ 

^^AA^ X xi. I.' J ^-L If what he says bo not a Joke, 

motto to the Tenei on hiB own death. „, „,^ ^ ,^„^ ^^ ^ ,^. 



CHAP. II. — OUB AFFECTIONS. — § 4. OF PATRIOTISM. 179 

But this La Bochefoucauld has not said, nor indeed could a 
proposition so obviously false and extravagant have escaped the 
pen of so acute a writer. What La Bochefoucauld has said 
amounts only to this, that, in the distresses of our best friends, 
the pain we feel is not altogether unmixed ; — a proposition un- 
questionably true, wherever we have an opportunity of soothing 
their sorrows by the consolations of sympathy, or of evincing, 
by more substantial services, the sincerity and strength of our 
attachment But the pleasure we experience in such cases, so 
figur from indicating anjrthing selfish or malevolent in the heart, 
originates in principles of a directly opposite descriptioo, and 
will be always most pure and exquisite in the most disinterested 
and generous characters. The maxim, indeed, when thus in- 
terpreted, is not less true when applied to our own distresses 
than to those of our friends. In the bitterest cup that may fall 
to the lot of either, there are always mingled some cordial 
drops ; — in the misfortunes of others, the consolation of admin- 
iatering relief— in our own, that of receiving it from the sym- 
pathy of those we love. 

Whether La Bochefoucauld, in the satirical humour which 
dictated the greater part of his maxims, did not wish, in the 
present instance, to convey by his words a little more than 
meets the ear^ I do not presume to determine. 



SECT. IV. — OF PATRIOTISM. 

Notwithstanding the principles of union implanted by nature 
in the human breast, it was plainly not her intention that society 
should always go on increasing in numbers. A foundation is 
laid for a division of mankind into distinct communities, in 
those natural divisions on the surface of the globe that are 
formed by chains of mountains, impassable rivers, and the 
oceans which separate the larger continents ; and the same end 
is farther answered by those principles of enmity which, in the 
earlier stages of society, never fail to estrange neighbouring 
tribes from each other, and which continue to operate with a 
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very powerful effect even in periods of knowledge and refine- 
ment 

I shall not at present attempt to analyze particularly the 
origin of these principles of disunion among mankind. I shall 
only remark, that they do not imply any original malignity 
in the human heart ; on the contrary, they seem to have their 
source in the social nature of man, — ^in those affections which 
attach him to the tribe he belongs to, and to the country which 
gave him birth. This remark has been so excellently illus- 
trated by Lord Shaftesbury and by Dr. Ferguson, that it would 
be quite superfluous to enlarge upon it here. Contenting 
myself, therefore, with a reference to their works,^ I shall pro- 
ceed to some other views of the subject, where the field of 
observation does not seem to be so completely exhausted. 

The foundation which nature has laid for a diversity of lan- 
guages, of customs, of manners, and of institutions among 
mankind, adds force to the principles of division and repulsion 
already mentioned. These circumstances derive their effect, 
indeed, from the ignorance of men, which is apt to mistake a 
diversity of arbitrary signs and arbitrary ceremonies, for a 
diversity of opinions and of moral sentiments; and, accord- 
ingly, as society advances, and reason improves, the effect 
becomes gradually less and less sensible. As the effect, how- 
ever, is universal among rude nations, and as it is the unavoid- 
able result of the general laws of our consititution when placed 
in certain circumstances, we may consider it as a part of the 
plan of Providence with respect to our species ; and we may 
presume that here, as in other instances, that plan tends ulti- 
mately to some wise and beneficent purpose, though by means 
which appear to us, at first view, to have a very unfavourable 
aspect What these purposes are it is impossible for our 
limited faculties to trace completely ; but even we^ narrow and 
partial as our views at present are, may perceive some salutary 
consequences resulting firom these apparent disorders of the 

' See Shaftesbury's [Characteristict, Humowr^ Part III. sect. ii. ; and Ferga- 
Vol. I. — ii. Senttu Community or an\ son's Es$ay on the Hittory of CivQ 
Essay on the Freedom of Wii and Society, Part I. sect. iy. 
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moral world. I shall only mention the tendency which a con- 
stant state of hostility and alarm must have among barbarous 
tribes to bind and consolidate in each of them apart the poli- 
tical union ; and by strengthening the hands of government 
to prepare the way for the progress of society. We may add, 
the exercise which it gives to many of our most important 
moral principles, and the powerful stimulus it applies to our 
intellectual capacitiea The discipline is indeed rough, but it 
is perhaps the only one of which the mind of man, in a certain' 
state of his progress, is susceptible. 

If these observations are well-founded, may we not presume 
to offer a conjecture, that, as this final cause ceases to exist, in 
proportion as government advances to maturity, and as the 
moral causes of hostility among nations (arising from diversity 
of language and of manners) cease to operate upon men of 
enlightened and liberal minds, that the tendency of civilized 
society is to diminish the dissensions among different com- 
munities, and to unite the human race in the bonds of amity. 
The just views of political economy which Mr. Smith and some 
other authors have lately opened, and which demonstrate the 
absurdity of commercial jealousies, all contribute to encourage 
the same pleasing prospects ; but alas I it is a prospect which 
the vices and prejudices of men allow us to indulge only in 
those moments of enthusiasm when our benevolent wishes for 
mankind, and our confidence in the wisdom and goodness of 
Providence, transport us from the calamities and atrocities of 
our own times, to anticipate the triumphs of reason and humanity 
in a more fortunate age. 

In the Philosophy of the Human Mind I have remarked, that 
^^ there are many prejudices which are found to prevail uni- 
versally among our species in certain periods of society, and 
which seem to be essentially necessary for maintaining its order 
in ages when men are unable to comprehend the purposes for 
which governments are instituted. As society advances these 
prejudices gradually lose their influence on the higher classes, 
and would probably soon disappear altogether, if it were not 
supposed to be expedient to prolong their existence as a source 
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of authority over the multitude. In an age, however, of uni- 
versal and unrestrained discussion, it is impossible that they 
can long maintain their empire ; nor ought we to regret their 
decline, if the important ends to which they have been sub- 
servient in the past experience of mankind are found to be 
accomplished by the growing light of philosophy. On this 
supposition a history of human prejudices, in so far as they 
have supplied the place of more enlarged political views, may, 
at some future period, furnish to the philosopher a subject of 
speculation no less pleasing and instructive than that beneficent 
wisdom of nature which guides the operations of the lower 
animals, and which, even in our own species, takes upon itself 
the care of the individual in the infancy of human reason."^ 

The remarks which have been now made on the sources of 
disunion and hostility among mankind in the earlier periods of 
society, and on the final causes to which this constitution of 
things is subservient, afford one remarkable illustration of the 
conjecture which I have hazarded in the foregoing passage. 

Before proceeding to consider the affection of patriotism, it 
was necessary to turn our attention for a moment to the prin- 
ciples of disunion in our species, as the idea of patriotism 
proceeds on the supposition, that mankind are divided into 
distinct communities, with separate, if not with rival and 
hostile interests. 

The exciting causes of patriotism (abstracting from all con- 
siderations of reason and duty) are many. We are formed 
with so strong a disposition to associate with, and to love our 
own species, that the imagination lays hold with eagerness of 
every circumstance, how slight soever, that can form a bond of 
union ; a common language, a common religion, common laws, 
even a common appellation, — not to mention the prudential 
considerations of common enemies and a common interest 
The feelings which these uniting circumstances inspire attach 
us even to the territory which our fellow-citizens inhabit, by 
the same law of association that endears to us the spot where a 
friend was bom, or the scene where we have enjoyed any social 

1 Vol. I. [ch. iv. g S ; above, Worhst vol. ii. pp. 248, 249.] 
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pleasure ; and thus the imagination forms to itself a complex 
idea of countrymen and country, which impresses every suscep- 
tible heart with irresistible forca In perusing the history of 
either, how remote soever the period it describes may be, we 
feel an interest which no other narrative inspires. We sym- 
pathize with the fortunes of those who trode the same ground 
that we now tread, and we appropriate to ourselves a share of 
the glory they acquired by their bravery and virtue. " When 
the late Mr. Anson (Lord Anson's brother) was on his travels 
in the East, he hired a vessel to visit the Isle of Tenedos. His 
pilot, an old Greek, as they were sailing along, said with some 
satisfaction, * 'Twas there our fleet lay.' Mr. Anson demanded 
what fleet t — What fleet ! (replied the old man, a little piqued 
at the question,) why, our Grecian fleet at the Siege of Troy." 
This anecdote (which I borrow from the Philological Inquiries 
of Mr. Harris)^ naturally excites a smile ; but it is, at the same 
time, 80 congenial to feelings inseparable from our constitution, 
that its effect seems to me to border on the pathetic, and I pre- 
sume there are few who have read it without some emotion. 

It is not a little remarkable, with respect to this natural 
attachment to the scenes of our infancy and youth, that it is 
commonly strongest among the inhabitants of barren and 
mountainous countries. This would appear to indicate that it 
is produced less by the recollection of agreeable physical im- 
pressions than of moral pleasures, — pleasures which probably 
derive an additional zest from the absence of those interesting 
or amusing objects which dissipate the attention by inviting 
the thoughts abroad. Where nature has been sparing in her 
external bounty, men become the more dependent for their 
happiness on internal enjoyment, and it is thus that the storms 
and gloom of winter give a higher relish to the pleasures of 
society. Perhaps, too, the thin and scattered population of 
such countries may contribute souiething to the romantic en- 
thusiasm of the domestic and private attachments, as it is 
certain that the opposite extreme of a crowded and busy popu- 

^ Harris' Warktf edited by his ton [4to edition ; PhMogieal Inqidmi, 
the Ewl of Malmesbury, Vol. 11. p 463, Part III. chap. ▼.] 
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lation seldom fails to extinguish all the more ardent social 
affections. Among the inhabitants of Europe this attachment 
to home is said to be the most remarkable in the Swiss and the 
Laplanders, who, when removed to a distance from their native 
scenes, are subject to a particular species of despondency, to 
which medical writers have given the name of Nostalgia, It 
is thus described by Haller, who was himself a native of Swit- 
zerland, and who, in some of his poetical pieces, composed 
during the period of his academical studies in Holland, has 
sufficiently shown that his own heart was not proof against its 
influence. 

*^ Nostalgia genus est moeroris, subditis reipublic83 mead 
familiaris, etiam civibus, a desiderio nati suorum. Is sensim 
consumit asgros et destruit, nonnunquam in rigorem et maniam 
abit, alias in febres lentas. Eum spes sanat Etiam animalia 
consueta societate privata, nonnunquam depereunt, et ex pullis 
amissis etiam lutraa maris Kamtchadalensis. Sic ex amore 
frustrate lenta et insanabilis consumptio sequitur, quod Angli 
cor ruptum [broken heart] vocant."^ 

We are informed by another medical vmter, (Sauvages,) that 
he has known this disorder in the son of a conunon beggar, 
who could scarcely be said to have any home but the streets 
and public roads.^ 

" Thus every good his native wilds impart 
Imprints the patriot passion on his heart ; 
And even the ills that round his mansion rise , 

Enhance the hliss his scanty fund supplies. 
Dear is that shed to which his soul conformSi 
And dear that hill which lifts him to the storms. . ' 

And as a child, when scaring sounds molest, 
Clings close and closer to its mother*8 hreast, 
So the loud tempest and the whirlwind's roar 
But hind him to his native mountains more." * 

The sources of patriotism hitherto mentioned arise chiefly 
from the imagination and from the association of ideaSy and 
have little or no connexion with our rational and moral powera 

^ Elemenia PhynohguB, Lih. XVII. * Nosdogia Methodiea. 

sect ii. § 5. « [Qoldsmith's Traveler, 1. 199.] 
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Q.hey presuppose, indeed, sensibility, social attachment^ and 
force of mind, but they do not necessarily imply reflection or a 
sense of duty. They are the natural result of our constitution 
when placed in certain circumstances ; and hence, though not 
coeval with our birth, nor after their appearance unsusceptible 
of analysis, the affection they produce, in so far as it arises 
from them without the co-operation of any other motive, may 
be considered as a blind impuLae^ analogous in its operation to 
those desires and appetites which have been already mentioned 
This affection may be called, for the sake of distinction. In- 
stinctive Patriotism. 

The circumstances which have been enumerated aa the 
sources of instinctive patriotism operate with peculiar force in 
small communities, where the extent of the territory and the 
body of the people falling under the habitual observation of 
every citizen, present more definite objects to the imagination, 
and affect the heart more deeply than what is only conceived 
from description. Here^ too, the individual feels his import- 
ance as an active member of the state, and the consciousness of 
what he is able to do for its prosperity contributes powerfully 
to promote his patriotic exertions. 

In an extensive and populous country the instinctive affec- 
tion of patriotism is apt to grow languid among the mass of 
the people, and therefore it becomes the more necessary to im- 
press on their minds those considerations of reason and duty 
which reconmiend public spirit as one of the principal branches 
of morality. What these considerations are I shall afterwards 
endeavour to point out in treating of the duties we owe to our 
fellow-creatures. At present I shall only remark, that, as in- 
stinctive patriotism decays, so rational patriotism acquires force 
in proportion to the extent of territory and to the multitude of 
fellow-citizens it embraces; in other words, in proportion to 
the magnitude of that sum of happiness which it aspires to 
secure and to augment 

Such considerations, however, can have weight only with 
men whose sense of duty is strong ; and as, unfortunately, this 
is not the case with a great proportion of mankind, it is of the 
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utmost consequence, in every state of society, to clieriah as much 
as possible the iiistinctive affection of patriotism, and to coun- 
teract those causes that tend to extinguish it For this pur- 
pose nothing is more likely to be effectual than to diffuse a 
general taste for historical and geographical reading. A 
peasant who has never extended hia thoughts beyond his own 
province, and who sees everything flourishing and happy around 
him, is apt to consider the eujoj-ments he possesses as inaepara. 
ble from the human race, and no more connected with any 
particular system of laws than the advantages he derives from 
tlie immediate bounty of nature. It is the study of history and 
geography alone that can remove this prejudice, by showing us, 
on the one hand, the narrow limits within which the political 
happiness of our species has hitherto been confined ; and, on 
the other, the singular combination of accidental circumstances 
to which we are indebted for the blessings we enjoy. This 
effect of history indeed tends rather to cherish rational than 
instinctive patriotism ; but it operates also wonderfully on the 
latter affection, by leading us to contrast our own country and 
countrymen with other lands and other nations, and thereby 
presenting a more definite and interesting object to the ima- 
gination and to the heart. When, from the transactions of 
past ages and of foreign lands, we return to what is near and 
familiar, we are affected somewhat in the same manner as if we 
met with a fellow-citizen iu a distant country. Absence from 
home never fails to endear it to a mind possessed of any senM- 
bility. The extent of our country, too, seems to diminish to 
our intellectual eye in proportion as the object recedes from us, 
and we feel a sensible relation to what we before regarded with 
complete indifference. The natives of the same county in Scot' 
land feel towards each other a partial predilection when they 
meet in the metropolis of Great Britain ; and the circumstance 
of being born in this island forms a tie of friendship between 
individuals in the other quarters of the globe. The study of 
history operates somewhat in the same manner, though not 
perhaps in the same degree. By transporting us in imaginar- 
tion over the surface of this planet, and by assembling before 
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our view the myriads who have occupied it before us, it serves 
to define to our thoughts more distinctly the particular com- 
munity to which we belong, and strengthens the bond of 
relationship that unites us to all its members. 

I shall only add further on this subject, that, when the 
extent and population of a country are so very great as to give 
it a decided pre-eminence among neighbouring nations, it haa 
a tendency to produce, (partly by interesting the vanity, and 
partly by dazzling the imagination,) an attachment to national 
glory J which operates both on the vulgar and on men of better 
education, in a way extremely analogous to the instinctive 
patriotism felt by the member of a small conununity. A 
remarkable instance of this occurred in the national character 
of the French prior to the late Revolution, nor does it seem to 
have altered in this respect since that event, if we may judge 
from the indignation with which the idea of a confederate 
republic has always been received. A feeling of the same kind 
may be traced in various expressions employed by Livy in the 
Pireface to his Eoman History. " Utcunque erit, juvabit 
tamen rerum gestarum memories principis terrarum populi, 
pro viiili parte, et ipsum consuluisse ; et si in tanta scriptonun 
turb& mea fama in obscure sit, nobilitate ac magnitudine 
eorum qui nomini efficient meo me consoler. Bes est prce- 
terea et immensi operis, ut quas supra septingentesimum 
annum repetatur, et quae ab exiguis profecta initiis eo creverit, 
nt jam magnitudine laboret sua : et legentium plerisque baud 
dnbito, quin primsB origines proximaque originibus, minus 
prsebitura voluptatis sint, festinantibus ad hsec nova, quibus 
jampridem prsBvalentis populi vires se ips» conficiunt" The 
very danger which such an empire was exposed to from its 
enormous magnitude, and from the seeds of destruction which 
it carried in its bosom, seems to heighten the patriotic affection 
of the historian, by awakening an anxious solicitude for its 
impending fate. The contrast between this feeling of national 
pride, and a melancholy anticipation of those calamities to 
which national greatness leads, gives the principal charm to 
this exquisite composition. 



188 PHILOSOPHY OF THE ACTIVE POWERa — B. I. THE INSTINCTIVE. 



SECT. V. — OF PITT TO THE DISTRESSED. 

As the unfortunate chiefly stand in need of our assistance, so 
there is provided in every breast a most powerful advocate in 
their £Ekvour ; an advocate, to whose solicitations it is impos- 
sible even for the most obdurate to turn always a deaf ear. 
The appropriation of the word humanity to this part of our 
constitution, affords sufficient evidence of the common senti- 
ments of mankind upon the subject 

*' MullisBima corda 
Humano generi dare se natura fatetar, 
Que lacrymas dedit. Hsc nostri pan optinia sensfia. 

Separat hoc nos 

A grege matorum.**^ 

The general principle of benevolence, or of good will to our 
fellow-creatures, (of which I shall treat afterwards, when I 
come to consider our Moral duties,) as it disposes us to pro- 
mote the happiness of others, so it restrains us from doing 
them evil, and prompts us to relieve their distresses. The 
office of compassion or pity is more limited. It impels us to 
relieve distress ; it serves as a check on resentment and selfish- 
ness, and the other principles which lead us to injure the 
interests of others ; but it does not prompt us to the communi- 
cation of positive happiness. Its object is to relieve, and some- 
times to prevent, suffering ; but not to augment the enjoyment 
of those who are already easy and comfortable. We are dis- 
posed to do this by the general spirit of benevolence, but not 
by the particular affection of pity. 

The final cause of this constitution of our nature is very in- 
geniously and happily pointed out by Dr. Butler, in his second 
sermon, On Compassion. This profound philosopher observes, 
that '^ supposing men to be capable of happiness and of misery in 
degrees equally intense, yet they are liable to the latter during 
longer periods of time than they are susceptible of the former. 
We frequently see men suffering the agonies of pain for days, 
weeks, and months together, without any intermission, except 

» Juyenal, Sat. [xv. 131.] 
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the short suspensions of sleep, — a stretch of misery to which 
no state of high enjoyment can approach in point of duration. 
Such, too, is our constitution, and that of the world around us, 
that the sources of our sufferings are placed much more within 
the power of other men than the sources of our pleasures, so 
that there is no individual, (however incapable he may be to 
add to the happiness of his fellow-creatures,) who has it not in 
his power to do them great and extensive mischief. To pre- 
vent the abuse of this power when we are under the influence 
of any of the angry passions, by means of a particular affection 
tending to check the excess of resentment, was therefore of 
more consequence to the comfort of human life than it would 
have been to superadd to the general principle of good will a 
particular affection prompting to the communication of positive 
enjoyment The power we have over the misery of our fellow- 
creatures being a more important trust than our power of pro- 
moting the happiness of those already comfortable, the former 
stood more in need of a guard to check its excesses than the 
latter of a atimubAS to animate its exertions. But farther, as it 
is more in our power to c()mmunica;te misery than happiness, so 
it is more in our power to relieve misery than to superadd 
enjoyment. Hence an additional reason for implanting in our 
constitution the affection of compassion, while there is none 
analogous to it urging us by an instinctive impulse to acts of 
general benevolence." 

The final causes of compassion, then, are to prevent and to 
relieve misery — ^to prevent misery by checking the violence of 
our own angry passions ; and to relieve misery by calling our 
attention, and engaging our good offices, to every object of dis- 
tress within our reach. The latter is the more common and 
the more important of its offices, at least in the present state 
of society. And it is this which I have chiefly in view in the 
following observationa 

I have said that compassion calls or arrests our attention to 
the distressed objects within our reach. When we are im- 
mersed in the business of the world, or intoxicated with its 
pleasures, we are apt to overlook, and sometimes to withdraw 
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from scenes of misery. It is the office of compassion to plead 
the cause of the wretclied, or rather to solicit us to take their 
case under our consideration ; for so strong ia the sense which 
all men have of the duty of heneficence, that, if they could only 
be brought to exercise their powers of reflection on the facts 
before them, they could scarcely ever fail to relieve distrea^ 
when, in consistency with other obligations, it was in theirJ 
power to do ao. One atrikJDg proof of this is, that the activM 
zeal of humanity ia (c<eleris paribus) strongest in those mea^ 
whose warm imaginations present to them lively pictures of the 
BuEFeringa of others ; and that there is scarcely any man, however 
callous and selfish, whose heneficence may not bo called forth 
by a skilful and eloquent description of any scene of miseryJ 
(Jeneral considerations with regard to our aocial duties ' 
often have little weight ; but if the attention can only be Su 
to facts, natiue, in most instances, accomplishes the rest Hence 
the importance in our constitution of the affection of comp 
sion, which, amidst the tumult of business or of pleasure, stopd ' 
us suddenly in our career, and reminds us that'we have social 
duties to fulfil ; — calls upon ua to examine the claims of the help- 
less, and a^ravates our guilt if we disregard its admonition. 

Compassion, according to the view now given of it, is an iii- 
sttnciive impulse prompting to a particular object, analcgous 
in many respects to the animal appetites already considered. 
It is, indeed, one of the moat amiable, and one of the most 
important parts of our conatitution ; hut it is not an object of 
moral approbation. Our duty lies in the proper regulation of 
it — in considering with attention the facta it recommends to 
our notice, and in acting with respect to them as reason and 
conscience prescribe. It ia hardly neceaaary for me to add, 
that there are cases in which these inform us that we ought not 
to follow the impulse of compaasiou, and in which it ia no less 
meritorious in us to resist its solicitations, than to deny our- J 
selves the unlawful gratification of a sensual appetite ; and J 
even in those instances in which our duty calls us to obey itt 
impulae, our merit does not arise from the affection we feel, bidfl 
from doing what our conscience approves of as right on afl 
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deliberate coiisideration of the action we are to perform, when 
examined in all its bearings and consequences. 

Notwithstanding, however, the unquestionable truth of this 
theoretical conclusion, it is nevertheless certain, that a strong 
and habitual tendency to indulge this affection affords no slight 
presumption in favour of the worth and benevolence of a 
character. Whoever reflects, on the one hand, upon its gene- 
ral coincidence with what a sense of duty prescribes ; and upon 
the other, on the nature of those circumstances by which its in- 
dulgence is checked and discouraged among men of the world, 
will, I apprehend, readily assent to the truth of this observation. 
The poet,*** perhaps, went a little too far when he stated as a 
general and unqualified maxim, *Aya0ol dpiBcuepve: auBpe^;^ 
but, upon the whole, I am inclined to think that this maxim, with 
all the exceptions which may contradict it, will be found much 
nearer to the fact than they who have been trained in the schools 
of fashionable jTer^^/Io^e will be disposed to acknowledge. 

The philosophers who attempt to resolve the whole of 
human conduct into self-love have adopted various theories to 
explain the affection of pity. Without stopping to examine 
these, I shall confine myself to a simple statement of the fact, 



* [The words ore recorded as an 
Adage by 2^nobin8 and Suidas; they 
are also extant in the JS^ramateus, or 
Collection of proyerbial verses to be 
found in the Adagia Oreea of Schottns. 
The line cannot, I belieye, be referred 
to any poet. — JEd.] 

^ ** Good men are prone to shed tears.** 
— " The poets," says Mr. Wollaston, 
" who of all writers undertake to imi- 
tate nature most, oft introduce even 
their heroes weeping." — (See how 
Homer represents Ulysses. Odyssey, 
E. 161, 2, 7, 8.) " The tears of men," 
the same author finely adds, "are in 
truth very different from the cries and 
ejulations of children. They are iUetU 
ttreanUf and flow from other causes, 
commonly some tender, or perhaps phi- 
loaophical reflection. It is easy to see 



how hard hearts and diy eyes come 
to be fashionable. But for all that it 
is certain the glandulm laehrymdUi 
were not made for nothing.** — BeHgion 
of Nature Delineated, p. 258, 8th edit. 
It is remarked by Descartes, that the 
tears of children and of old men (in 
which both are apt to indulge) flow 
from different sources. " Seues saepe 
lachrimantur ex amore et gaudio. In- 
lantes rare ex Isetitia lachrimantur, 8»- 
pius ex tristitia, etiam quam amor non 
comitatur." — (2>e Baseiombutf Secundm 
Pars, Articulus cxxxiii.) The import- 
ant facts here described have seldom 
been remarked; and the statement of 
them does honour to Descartes as an 
attentive and accurate observer of hu- 
man nature in the beginning and Uh 
wards the dose of its history. 
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which statement will at once show how far all of these aie 
erroneous, and will point out the oversight in which they have 
ori^ated. Whoever reflects carefully on the effect produced 
on his own mind by objects which excite his pity must be 
sensible that it is a compounded one ; and, therefore, unless we 
are at pains to axislyze it carefully, we may be apt to mistake 
some one of the ingredients for the whole combmation. 

On the sight of distress we are distinctly conscious, I think^ 
of three things : — 1^, A painful emotion in consequence of the 
distress we see. 2c^ A selfish desire to remove the cause of 
this uneasiness. 3(2, A disposition to relieve the distress from 
a benevolent and disinterested concern about the sufferer! If 
we had not this last disposition, and if it were not stronger 
than the former, the sight of a distressed object would in- 
variably prompt us to fly from it, as we frequently see those 
men do in whom the second ingredient prevails over the third. 
In ordinary cases the impulse of pity attaches us to the cause 
of our sufferings ; and we cling to it, even although we are 
conscious that we can afford no relief but the consolation of 
sympathy ; — a demonstrative proof that one at least of the in- 
gredients of pity (and in most men the prevailing ingredient) 
is purely disinterested in its nature and origin. 

Although, however, this observation seems to me decisive 
against the theory in question, in whatever form it may be 
proposed, I cannot omit this opportunity of examining a new 
modification of the same hypothesis, which occurs in Mr. 
Smith's Theory of Moral Sentiments. The view of the subject 
which he has taken has the merit of entire originality, and, 
like all his other speculations and opinions, derives a strong 
recommendation from the splendid abilities and exemplary 
worth of the author. I hope, therefore, that the critical stric- 
tures upon it which I am now to offer will not be considered as 
a useless or unreasonable interruption of the discussions in 
which we are at present engaged. 

Before entering on this argument, I shall just mention 
another hypothesis concerning the origin of compassion, which 
seems to me to approach more nearly to that of Mr. Smith 
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than anything else I have met with in the works of his pre- 
decessors. I allude to the account of Pity given by Hobbes, 
who defines it to be "the imagination or fiction oi future 
calamity to ourselves proceeding from the sense of another 
man's calamity."^ In what respect this theory coincides with 
Mr. Smith's, will appear from the remarks I am now to maka 
In the meantime I shall only observe how completely the 
futility of Hobbes's definition is exposed by a single remark 
of Butler. " That, if it were just, it would follow that the 
most fearful temper would be the most compassionate/'^ We 
may add too, that our pity is more strongly excited by the 
distresses of an infant than by those of the aged, although the 
former are such as we cannot possibly be exposed to sufier a 
second time, and the latter such as we must expect to endure 
sooner or latter, if the period of life should be prolonged to 
that term, which the weakness of most individuals disposes 
them to wish for. 

The leading principles of Mr. Smith's theory, in as far as it 
applies to pity or compassion^ are comprehended in the three 
following propositions.* 1st, That it is from our own experience 
alone we can form any idea of the suficrings of another person 
on any particular occasion. 

2d, That the only manner in which we can form this idea is by 
supposing ourselves in the same circumstances with him, and then 
conceiving how we should be afiected if we were so situated. 

3(2, That the uneasiness which we feel in consequence of the 
sufferings of another arises from our conceiving those sufferings 
to be our own. 

The Jlrst of these propositions is unquestionable. Our no- 

^ [Human Nature^ chap. ix. § 10. — — De FasnonibuSf Tertia Pan, Ariicu- 

£d.] — DeBcartes baa adopted this theory las cIxxxyI. 

of Hobbes. " lUi qui se valde debilcs • « ii * vr * a 

^. ^^, .^, -, "See an excellent Note on Sermon 

■entiunt et obnoxios adverMB fortunae tt t* a • • -* * v * i «. 

., ^ ... . J . . V. It contains an important hint about 

Tidentur aliis propensiores ad misencor- ., i.* v ■»# o •*!. u 

,. .K. X ^ 1. sympathy, which Mr. Smith has prose- 

diam, quia sibi reprsesentant alienum . j .^i. * • •* 

' ^ J .1. X cuted with great ingenuity, 

nudum ceu quod sibi quoque queat o •/ 

erenire, et sic ad misericordiam moven- • [Theory of Moral SetUimenU, 

tar magis ex amore sni qniLm aliorum.'' Part I. sect L] 

VOL. VL N 
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tions of pain and of suffering are undoubtedly derived, tn the 
first instance, from our own experience. 

The second proposition is perhaps expressed with too great 
a degree of latitude That in order to understand completely 
the sufferings of our neighbours in any particular instance, it is 
necessary for us to have been once placed in circumstances some- 
what similar to his, I believe to be true, and there can be no 
doubt that it is frequently useful to us to collect our attention 
to the distresses of others, by conceiving their situation to be 
ours ; but it does not appear to me that this process of the mind 
takes place in every case in which we are affected by the sight 
of misery. When we are once satisfied that a particular situa- 
tion is a natural source of misery to the person placed in it, the 
bare perception of the situation is sufficient to excite an un- 
pleasant emotion in the spectator, without any reference what- 
ever to himself. This is easily explicable on the common 
doctrine of the association of ideas. 

Nor is this alL The looks, the gestures, the tones of distress, 
speak in a moment from heart to heart, and affect us with an 
anguish more exquisitely piercing than any we are able to pro- 
duce by all the various expedients we can employ to assist the 
imagination in conceiving the situation of the sufferer. 

But, abstracting from these considerations, and granting the 
second proposition in all its extent, the third proposition is by 
no means a necessary consequence of it ; for, even in those cases 
in which we endeavour to awaken our compassion for the suf- 
ferings of our neighbour by conceiving ourselves placed in his 
situation, our compassion is not founded on a belief that the 
sufferings are ours. So long as we conceive ourselves in dis- 
tress, we feel a certain degree of uneasiness ; but this is not the 
uneasiness of compassion. In order to excite this, we must 
apply to our neighbour the result of what we have experienced 
in ourselves ; or in other words, having formed an idea of what 
he suffers by bringing his case home to ourselves, we must carry 
our attention back to him before he becomes the object of our 
pity. Nor is there anything mysterious or wonderful in this 
process of the mind. That we are so formed as to expect that 
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the operation of the same cause, in similar circumstances, will 
be attended with the same result, might be shown from a thou- 
sand instances. It is thus, that, having tried a physical experi- 
ment on certain substances, I take for granted that the result 
of a similar experiment, on similar substances, wiU be the sama 
It is thus that I conclude with the most perfect confidence, that 
a wound given to my body in a particular organ would be in- 
stantly fatal ; although it is worthy of remark, that in this case 
I have no direct evidence from experience that the internal 
structure of my body is similar to those of the bodies which 
anatomists have hitherto examined. Now, I apprehend, it is in 
the same manner that, having once experienced the pain pro- 
duced by an instrument of torture applied to myself, I take for 
granted that the effect will be the same when it is applied to 
another. In consequence of this application, the sentiment of 
compassion arises in my mind, during the continuance of which 
my attention is completely engrossed, not about myself, but 
about the real sufferer. 

And indeed, if the case were otherwise, compassion would be 
ultimately resolvable into a selfish principle, and those men 
would be most ready to feel the distresses of others, who are 
most impatient of their own. A remark similar to this (as I 
already observed, p. 193) is made by Dr. Butler, with respect to 
a theory of Hobbes, who defines pity to be the fiction of future 
calamity to ourselves from the si^ht of the present calamity of 
another. " Were this the case," says Butler, " the most fearful 
tempers would be the most compassionate." According to Mr. 
Smith, pity arises from the fiction, not oi future^ but oi present 
calamity to ourselves. The two theories approach very nearly 
to each other, and the same answer is applicable to both.^ 



^ 80 far, indeed, is it from being trae 
tliat thoBe who are most impatient under 
their personal distresses are the most 
prone to commiserate the sorrows of 
others, that I apprehend the reverse of 
this supposition will be found agreeable 
to uniyersal experience. The most un- 
feeling characters I have ever known, 



have been men not only tremblingly 
alive to the slightest evil which affected 
themselves, but whose whole attention 
seemed manifestly to be engrossed with 
their own comforts and luxuries. On 
the other hand, the nearest approaches 
I have happened to witness to stoical 
patience and fortitude under severe suf- 
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In further proof that the distress produced by the sufferings 
of others arises from a conception that these distresses are our 
own, Mr. Smith mentions a variety of facts which he thinks 
establish his doctrine with demonstrative evidence. "When 
we see a stroke aimed, and just ready to fall upon the leg or 
arm of another person, we naturally shrink and draw back our 
own leg, or our own arm ; and when it does fall, we feel it in 
some measure, and are hurt by it as well as the sufferer. The 
mob, when they are gazing at a dancer on the slack rope, natu- 
rally writhe and twist and balance their own bodies as they see 
him do, and as they feel that they must themselves do, if in 
his situation.*' ..." In general," he observes, " that as to be 
in pain or distress of any kind excites the most excessive sorrow, 
so to conceive or to imagine that we are in it, excites some 
degree of the same emotion, in proportion to the vivacity or 
dulness of the conception."* 

The facts here appealed to by Mr. Smith are, indeed, ex- 
tremely curious, and I do not pretend to explain them. They 
are not, however, singular facts in our constitution, but belong 
to that class of phenomena which medical writers refer to what 
they call the Principle of Imitation} Of this kind are the 
contagious effects of hysterics — of yawning— of laughter — of 
crying, &c. In these last cases Mr. Smith would suppose, if he 
were to apply the same reasoning he uses in analogous instances, 
that the effect arises from our conceiving ludicrous or sorrowful 
ideas similar to those by which these emotions are produced. 
But the primary effect seems to be produced on the body, and 
the secondary effect on the mind ; somewhat in the same man- 
ner in which we can excite a sensible degree of the passion of 



fering, have been invariably accompa- 
nied with a peculiarly strong disposition 
to social tenderness and sympathy. Gray 
alludes to this contrast in his Hymn to 
Advernty — [Ode on a distant Prospect 
of Eton College:]— 

** To each his safferings ; all are men 
Condemn'd alike to groan ; 
The feeling for another's pain. 
The unfeeling for his own." 



* [ Theory of Moral SeniimenUf Part I. 
sect. i. chap. 1.] 

^ In the Philosophy of the Human 
Mind, Vol. III. [Part ii. chap. 2 ; above, 
Works, Vol. IV. p. 116, seq.] 1 have 
distinguished this law of our nature by 
the more precise and unequivocal title of 
the principle of Sympathetic Imitation. 
[See also Outlines, &c, p. 35, VoL II. 
of Works.] 



CHAP. IIL— OUR AFFECTIONS. — § 6. OF RESENTMENT, ETC. 197 

anger in oar own breast, by imitating the looks and gestures 
which are expressive of rage. It does not appear to me that 
this bodily contagion of the expression of passion has any im- 
mediate connexion with our fellow-feeling with distress. If it 
had, those would be most liable to it who felt the most deeply 
for the sorrows of others, — ^a conclusion which is certainly not 
agreeable to fact. During the madness of Belvidera, those who 
are the most powerfully affected by the representation, are not 
the nervous ladies who catch from the actress something similar 
to a hysteric paroxysm ; but they who, retaining their own rea- 
son, reflect on the train of misfortunes which have unhinged 
her mind, and who weep for her madness, not so much as a 
misfortune in itself, as an indication of that conflict of passions 
by which it was produced. The effect in the former case de- 
pends on a peculiar irritability and mobility of the bodily frame, 
altogether unconnected with any of the moral sympathies or 
sensibilities of oiu* nature. 

SECT. VL— OF RESENTMENT AND THE VARIOUS OTHER ANGRT 
AFFECTIONS GRAFTED UPON IT, (COMMONLT CONSIDERED B7 
ETHICAL WRITERS AS MALEVOLENT AFFECTION&) 

The names which are given to these affections in common 
discourse are various, Hatredj Jealousy, Envy, Revenge, Mis- 
anthropy ; but it may be doubted if there be any principle of 
this kind implanted by nature in the mind, excepting the prin- 
ciple of Besentment, the others being grafted on this stock by 
our erroneous opinions and criminal habits. 

Emulation, indeed, (which is unquestionably an original 
principle of action,) is treated of by Dr. Reid under the title 
of the Malevolent Affections. But I formerly [pp. 160, 161] 
gave my reasons for classing this principle with the desires, 
and not with the affections, I acknowledged, indeed, that 
emulation is often accompanied with ill-will to our rival; 
but the malevolent affection is only a concomitant circum- 
stance ; and it is not the affection, but the desire of superiority, 
which can be justly regarded as the active principle. 
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Nor is this sentiment of ill-will a necessary concomitant of 
the desire of superiority ; for there is unquestionably a solid 
distinction between emulation and envy, the latter of which is 
a corruption of the former, disgraceful to the character, and 
ruinous to the happiness of whoever indulges it In the case 
of envy, the malevolent affection arises, I believe, generally from 
some error of the judgment, or some illusion of the imagina- 
tion, leading us to refer the cause of our own want of success 
either to some injustice on the part of our rival, or to an unjust 
partiality in the world which overrates his merits and under- 
values ours. In both of these cases the desire of superiority 
generates malevolent affections, by first leading us to apprehend 
injustice^ and thus exciting the natural passion of resentment 

Before proceeding to consider this principle of action, it may 
be proper again to remark, that, when the epithet Malevolent 
is applied to it, that word must not be understood to imply 
anything criminal, at least so long as resentment is restrained 
within proper bounds, after having been originally excited by 
real injustice. The epithet malevolent is used only to express 
that temporary ill-will towards the author of the apprehended 
injustice with which resentment is necessarily accompanied till 
it begins to subside. 

One of the first authors who examined with success this part 
of our constitution, and illustrated the important purposes to 
which it is subservient, was Bishop Butler, in an excellent dis- 
course printed among his Sermons.* The hints he has thrown 
out have evidently been of great use both to Lord Kames and Mr. 
Smith in their speculations concerning the principles of morals. 

To Butler we are indebted for the illustration of a very im 
portant distinction (which had been formerly hinted at by 
Hobbes) between instinctive and deliberate resentment. In^ 
stinctive resentment operates in men exactly as in the lower 
animals, arising necessarily from any feeling of pain excited by 
external objects, and prompting us to a retaliation upon the 
cause of our suffering without any exercise whatever of reflec- 
tion and reason. It is thus that a child beats the ground after 

« [8enn(mB.—Ujp<m Human Naiure:\ 
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it has hurt itself by a fall, and that we sometimes see a passion- 
ate man wreak his vengeance on inanimate objects by dashing 
them to pieces. This species of resentment, however, subsides 
instantly, and we are ready next moment to smile at the 
absurdity of our conduct. 

Deliberate resentment is excited only by intentional injury, 
and therefore implies a sense of justice, or of moral good or 
eviL It is plainly peculiar to a rational nature, and perhaps it 
is not very distinguishable from instinctive or animal resent- 
ment in the ruder state of our own species. It is observed by 
Dr. Bobertson, that '^ the desire of vengeance which takes pos- 
session of the heart of savages, resembles the instinctive rage 
of an animal rather than the passion of a man, and that it 
turns with undisceming fury even against inanimate objects." 
He adds, '^ that, if struck with an arrow in battle, they will 
tear it from the wound, break and bite it with their teeth, and 
dash it on the ground."^ 

This distinction, too, is much insisted on by Lord Kames in 
various parts of his writings ; and it is from him that I have 
borrowed the phrase of instinctive resentment, which he has 
substituted instead of sudden resentment^ employed by Butler. 

The final cause of instinctive resentment was plainly to de- 
fend us against sudden violence, (where reason would come too 
late to our assistance,) by rousing the powers both of mind and 
body to instant and vigorous exertion. A number of our other 
instincts are perfectly analogous to this. Such, for example, is 
the instinctive effort we make to recover ourselves when we are 
in danger of losing our balance,' and the instinctive despatch 



^ America, Vol. I. pp. 351, 352. 

' Although I have followed Dr. Reid's 
Uoguage in callmg this an inttineUve 
effort, I am ahundantlj aware that the 
expression is not unexceptionable. On 
this head I perfectly agree (excepting 
in one single point) with the following 
remarks of Gravesande : — 

" II 7 a quelque chose d'admirable 
dans le moyen ordinaire dont les hom- 
mas se senrent, poor ■*emplcher de 



tomber: car dans le tems que, par 
quelqne mouvement, le poids du corps 
s*augmente d*une c6t^, un autre moure- 
ment r^tablit I'^quilibre dans I'instant. 
On attribue commun^ment la chose ik 
un instinct naturel quoiqu'il faille n6- 
cessairement I'attribuer & un art perfeo- 
tionn6 par Texercice. 

" Les enfans ignorent absolument oet 
art dans les premieres annfes de leur 
▼ie ; ill Tapprennent peu H pea, et b*j 
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with which we shut the eye-lids when an object is made to pass 
rapidly before the face. In general it will be found, that^ as 
nature has taken upon herself the care of our preservation dur- 
ing the infancy of our reason, so in every case in which our 
existence is threatened by dangers, against which reason is 
unable to supply a remedy with sufficient promptitude, she 
continues this guardian care during the whole of life. 

The disposition which we sometimes feel, when under the 
influence of instinctive resentment, to wreak our vengeance 
upon inanimate objects, has suggested to Dr. Reid* a very 
curious query, Whether, upon such an occasion, we may have 
a momentary belief that the object is alive ? For my own part 



perfectionnent, parce qu'ils ont con- 
tinuellement occasion de s'y ezercer; 
exercice qui, dans la suite, n^exige 
presque plus aucune attention de leur 
part; tout comme un musicien remue 
les doigts, suivant les regies de Part, 
pendant qn*il apper9oit h peine qu'il j 
fasse lemoindre attention." — CEuvres 
JPkilosopkiquea de M. 'SOravesande, 
p. 121, 2de Partie. Amsterdam, 
1774. 

The only thing I am disposed to ob- 
ject to in the foregoing passage, is that 
clause where the author ascribes the 
effort in question to an art. Is it not 
manifestly as wide of the truth to 
refer it to this source as to a pure 
instinct ? 

The word art implies intelligence, — 
the perception of an erid, and the choice 
of means. But where is there any ap- 
pearance of either in an operation 
common to the whole species, (not ex- 
cepting the idiot and the insane,) and 
which is practised as successfully by 
the brutes as by rational creatures ? 

Elephants (it is well known) were 
taught by the ancients to walk on the 
tight rope, on which occasions their 
trunk probably performed the office of a 
pole. Whoever has seen a peacock 
walk in a windy day along the branch 
of a tree, must have observed the address 



with which he avails himself of his tat^ 
for the same purpose. 

Nothing, however, can place in a 
stronger light the capacity of the brutes 
to acquire the nice management of the 
centre of gravity than the mathematical 
exactness with which we may daily see 
horses in the circus a4JU8ting the in- 
clination of their bodies to the velocity 
of their circular speed. Here, indeed, 
a good deal is to be ascribed to the 
effects of human discipline, but by far 
the greater part of the ground-work is 
laid by nature in the instinctive disposi- 
tions of the animal. The acquisition 
seems to be almost as easy as that of 
the habits which constitute the ac- 
quired perceptions of sight. 

In one of the last volumes of Dr. 
Clarke's Travels there is a figure of a 
goat, whom the author saw standing 
with its four feet collected together on 
the top of a cylindrical piece of wood of 
a few inches diameter. Nobody can 
doubt that the effects of discipline were 
greatly facilitated in this instance by 
the natural instincts of the goat, which 
probably accommodated themselves with 
very little instruction to the artificial cir- 
cumstances in which they were forced 
to operate. 

• [AcHve Poujers, Essay HI. Part 
ii. chap. 6. — WorkSj p. 569.] 



CHAP. III.^K)F OUR AFFECTIONa — § 6. OF RESENTMENT, ETC. 201 

I confess my inclination to answer this question in the aflirma- 
tive. I agree with Dr. Reid in thinking, that, unless we had 
such a belief, our conduct could not possibly be what it fre- 
quently is, and that it is not till this momentary belief is at an 
end that our conduct appears to ourselves to be absurd and 
ludicrous. With respect to infants there are many facts beside 
that now under consideration which render it probable that 
their first apprehensions lead them to believe all the objects 
around them to be animated, and that it is only in consequence 
of experience and reason that they come to form the notion of 
insentient substances. If this be the case, the illusion of ima- 
gination which leads us to ascribe life to things inanimate, 
when we are under the influence of instinctive resentment, may 
perhaps be owing to a momentary relapse into those apprehen- 
sions which were habitually familiar to us in the first years of 
our existence. 

But whatever theory we adopt on the subject, there can be 
no doubt about the fact, that the final cause of this law of our 
nature was to secure and guard us against the sudden effects of 
external injuries in cases where there is not time for delibera- 
tion and judgment With respect to the injuries we are liable 
to from our fellow-creatures, it secures us farther by its efiect 
in restraining them from acts of violence. '' It is a kind of 
penal statute promulgated by nature, the execution of which is 
committed to the sufferer."^ 

In man the instinctive resentment subsides as soon as he is 
satisfied that no injury was intended ; and it is only intentional 
injury that is the object of settled and deliberate resentment 
The final cause of this species of resentment is analogous to 
that of the other, — to serve as a check on those men whose 
violent or malignant passions might lead them to disturb the 
happiness of their fellow-creatures. 

In order to secure still more effectually so very important an 
end, we are so formed, that the injustice offered to others^ as 
well as to ourselves, awakens our resentment against the ag- 
gressor, and prompts us to take part in the redress of their 

» Reid, [Ibid.] 
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grievances. In this case the emotion we feel is more properly 
denoted in om* language by the word indignation, [as most 
appropriately in Greek by Nemesis ;] but (as Butler has re- 
marked) our principle of action is in both cases fundamentally 
the same, — an aversion or displeasure at injustice and^cruelty 
which interests us in the punishment of those by whom they 
have been exhibited Besentment, therefore, when restrained 
within due bounds, seems to be rather a sentiment of hatred 
against vice than an affection of ill-will against any of our 
fellow-creatures ; and, on this account, I am somewhat doubtful 
(notwithstanding the apology I have already made for the title 
of this section) whether I have not followed Dr. Beid too closely 
in characterizing resentment, considered as an original part of 
the constitution of man, by the epithet of Malevolent,* 

An additional confirmation of this doctrine arises from the 
following consideration : That, in candid and generous minds, 
the whole object of resentment is to convince the person who 
has injured them that he has treated them unjustly, — to show 
him that he has formed an unfair estimate of their characters 
and of their talents, and to obtain such a superiority over him 
in point of power as to be able, by a generous forgiveness of 
his aggressions, to convert his malice into gratitude. In other 
words, in such minds the great object of resentment is to correct 
the faults of the delinquent, and to make a friend of an enemy. 

This last observation points out (by the way) the final cause 
of a very remarkable circumstance accompanjring the affection 
of resentment when excited by an injury offered to ourselvea 
We desire not only the punishment of the offender, but that 
we should have the power of inflicting the punishment with 
our own hand. It is probable that this originates partly in 
our love of power ; but I believe it is chiefly owing to a secret 
wish of convincing our enemy, by the magnanimity of our con- 
duct, how much he had mistaken the object of his hatred. In 
the mean and the maUcious, the passion of revenge is gratified 
by any suffering inflicted on an enemy, whether by an indiffer- 
ent person or by the hand of Heaven. 

* [Active Powers, Essay TTI. Part ii. chap. 5. — Worke, p. 566, $eq.] 
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After all, however, that I have advanced in justification of 
this part of the human constitution, I must acknowledge that 
there is no principle of action which requires more pains, even 
in the best minds, to restrain it within the bounds of modera- 
tion. The imagination exaggerates the injuries that we our- 
selves have received ; and mistaken views of human nature, 
concurring with low spirits or disappointed ambition, lead us 
to ascribe to our opponents worse motives than those from 
which they really have acted. We seldom, too, are sufficiently 
attentive to the situations and feelings of other men, and even 
where we do make an effort to place ourselves in their circum- 
stances, it is not every man who is possessed of the degree of 
imagination requisite for that purpose. Our own sufferings, at 
the same time, are always present to our view, and force them- 
selves on the notice of the most thoughtless without any effort 
on their part. And hence it is, that an irritability to personal 
injury is often accompanied with a callousness to the feelings 
of others, and even with a disposition to put unfavourable con- 
structions on their actions. 

In order to check the excesses to which this ungovernable 
passion is apt to lead us, nature has made a beautiful provi- 
sion in that sentiment of indignation which the sight of injus- 
tice excites in the breast of the unconcerned spectator. This 
sentiment interests society in general in the cause of the 
oppressed, and serves to protect the weak against the wrongs of 
the powerful As it is not, however, liable to the same excesses 
with the passion of resentment excited by a personal injury, it 
sympathizes only with the injured while his retaliations are re- 
strained within the bounds of moderation. When resentment 
rises to cruel and relentless revenge, unconcerned spectators 
become disposed to abandon the cause they had espoused, and 
to transfer their protection to the original aggressor. 

It does not follow from this observation, that resentment and 
indignation are two distinct principles ; for the whole difference 
between them may be accounted for from the different views 
we naturally take of our own wrongs and those of others. 
They are both founded in a sentiment of aversion and ill-will 
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excited by injustice, but the one is more apt to pass the bounds 
of moderation than the ot];ier, in consequence of the facts being 
more strongly obtruded on our notice, and often exaggerated 
by the heightenings of imagination. 

Mr. Smith has endeavoured, on the principles now stated, to 
account for the origin of our sense of justice * The passion of 
resentment, he thinks, when excited by a personal injury, would 
set no bounds to its gratification, but would lead us to sacrifice 
everything to revenge. But, as we find that other men would 
not go along with us when our revenge ceases to bear any pro- 
portion to the original injury, we learn to adjust our retalia- 
tions not to our own feelings, but to those of the impartial 
spectator. Hence the origin of our sense of justice, our regard 
for which arises from our desire of obtaining the sympathy and 
the support of society. 

I shall afterwards state some objections to this theory, which 
appear to me unanswerable. In particular, I shall attempt to 
show, that, so far is our idea of justice from being posterior to 
the affections of resentment and indignation, and to a compari- 
son between our own feelings and those of other men, that the 
very emotion of deliberate resentment presupposes the idea of 
justice, and of what is morally right and wrong. The fact, 
however, on which the theory proceeds, is a most important 
one, and Mr. Smith has had great merit in illustrating it so 
fully. Lord Kames, in his Historical Law TractSy has made 
a happy application of it to explain the origin and progress of 
criminal law. Which of these two authors first conceived the 
idea of applying it to Jurisprudence does not appear to me to 
be perfectly certain. Both of them have evi4ently been much 
indebted in their speculations concerning this part of human 
nature to the Sermons of Bishop Butler. 

I shall conclude this subject at present with remarking, that, 
as all the benevolent affections are accompanied with pleasant 
emotions, so all the malevolent, affections are sources of pain 
and disquiet This is true even of resentment, how justly 
soever it may be roused by the injurious conduct of others, 

* [I%eory of Moral Sentimentif Part II. sect, ii.] 
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Here, too, we may perceive a final cause perfectly analogous to 
that of which I formerly took notice in treating of the benevo- 
lent affections. As the pleasant emotion accompanying iJieae 
seems evidently to have been intended as an incitement to us 
to cultivate and cherish them, so the painful feeling accom- 
panying resentment, and every other affection which is hostile 
to our fellow-creatures, serves as a check on the habitual indul- 
gence of them, and induces us, as soon as the first impulse of 
passion is over, and reason begins to reassume her empire, to 
obliterate every trace of them from the memory. Dr. Reid 
has expressed this last observation with great beauty, and has 
enforced it with uncommon felicity of illustration. " When 
we consider that, on the one hand, every benevolent affection 
is pleasant in it« nature, is health to the soul and a cordial to 
the spirits ; that nature has made even the outward expression 
of benevolent affection in the countenance pleasant to every 
beholder, and the chief ingredient of beauty in the human face 
divine ; that, on the other hand, every malevolent affection, not 
only in its faulty excesses, but in its moderate degrees, is vexa- 
tion and disquiet to the mind, and even gives deformity to the 
countenance, it is evident that by these signals nature loudly 
admonishes us to use the former as our daily bread, both for 
health and pleasure, but to consider the latter as a nauseous 
medicine, which is never to be taken without necessity, and 
even then in no greater quantity than the necessity requires.^ 

After the clear, and, at the same time, cautious terms in 
which Butler, Eames, and Smith have expressed themselves 
concerning Resentment^ it is surprising to find some late writers 
of considerable name speaking of the pleasure of Revenge as a 
natural gratification, of which every man is entitled to look 
forward to the enjoyment ; and which, after the establishment 
of the political union, every man has a right to insist upon at 
the hands of the criminal magistrate. Such, in particular, 
seems to be the opinion of Mr. Bentham, and of his very in- 
genious and eloquent commentator, M. Dumont. . "Toute 

* [On the Active Powers, Essay III. Part ii. chap. 5. — Works, p. 570.] 
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• 

esp^ de satisfaction entrainant une peine pour le d^Unquant, 
produit naturellement un plaisir de vengeance pour la partie 
1^8^. Ce plaisir est un gain. II rappelle la parabole de 
Samson. C'est le miel recueilli dans la gueule du lion. Pro- 
duit sans frais, r^sultat net d'une operation n^ssaire sL d'autres 
titres, c'est une jouissance si cultiver comme toute autre ; car 
le plaisir de la vengeance, consid^r^ abstraitement, n'est comme 
tout autre plaisir, qu'un bien en lui-mSme. II est innocent tant 
qu'il se rei^erme dans les bomes de la loi ; il ne devient cri- 
minel qu'au moment oil il les franchit Utile d. Tindividu, ce 
mobile est m^me utile au pubUc, ou pour mieux dire n&^ 
saire ; c'est cette satisfaction vindicative qui d^lie la langue des 
t^moins ; c'est elle qui anime I'accusateur, et I'engage au service 
de la justice, malgr^ les embarras, les d^penses, les inimiti^ 
auxquelles il s'expose. C'est elle qui surmonte la piti^ publique 
dans la punition des coupables 

^^ Je sais bien que les moralistes communs, toujours dupes de 
mots, ne sauroient entrer dans cette v^rit^. L'esprit de venge- 
ance est odieux ; toute satisfaction puis^ dans cette source est 
vicieuse ; le pardon des injures est la plus belle des vertus. 
Sans doute, les caract^res implacables, qu'aucune satisfaction 
n'adoucit, sont odieux, et doivent I'Stre. L'oubli des injures est 
une vertu necessaire £l lliumanit^, mais c'est une vertu quand 
la justice a fait son oeuvre, quand elle a foumi ou refus^ une 
satisfaction. Avant cela, oublier les injures, c'est inviter & en 
commettre ; ce n'est pas etre Tami, mais I'ennemi de la soci^t^. 
Qu'est-ce que la m^chancet^ pourroit d^irer de plus qu'un 
arrangement oil les offences seroient toujours suivies de 
pardon."^ 

The observations above quoted from Butler, Kames, and 
Smith, will at once point out the limitations with which this 
passage must be understood, and will ftimish a triumphant 
reply to it where it departs from the trutL 

1 Bentham, De la Satisfaction Vindicative, Trad, par Domont. 
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OF OUR RATIONAL* AND GOVERNING PRINCIPLES OF ACTION. 



CHAPTER I. 



OF A PRUDENTIAL REGARD TO OUR OWN HAPPINESS, OR, WHAT IS 
COMMONLY CALLED BY MORALISTS, THE PRINCIPLE OF SELF- 
LOVE. 

The constitution of man, if it were composed merely of the 
dctive princijjies hitherto mentioned, would, in some important 
respects, be analogous to that of the brutes. His reason^ how- 
ever, renders his nature and condition, on the whole, essentially 
different from theirs ; and, by elevating him to the rank of a 
moral agefit, distinguishes him from the lower animals still 
more remarkably than by the superiority it imparts to his in- 
tellectual endowments. 

Of this want of reason in the brutes, it is an obvious result, 
that they are incapable of looking forward to conseqitenceSy or 
of comparing together the different gratifications of which they 
are susceptible; and, accordingly, as far as we can perceive, 



^ To TarioQs acdve principles wlucH 
baye been already under onr considera- 
tion, snob, for instance, as the desire of 
knowledge, ' tbe desire of esteem, pity 
to tbe distressed, &c. &c. tbe epitbet 
raHcnal may undoubtedly be appUed in 
one sense witb proprie^, as tbey ez- 



dusirely belong to rational beings ; but 
tbey are yet of a nature essentially differ- 
ent from tbose active principles of wbiob 
we are now to treat, and wbicb I baye 
distingnisbed by tbe title of JRatUmal and 
Oovermng, My reasons for using tbii 
language will appear from tbe sequel 
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they yield to every present impulse. Among the inhabitants of 
this globe, it is the exclusive prerogative of man, as an intelli- 
gent being, to take a comprehensive survey of his various prin- 
ciples of action, and to form plans of conduct for the attainment 
of his favourite objects. He is possessed, therefore, of the power 
of sdf-govemment ; for how could a plan of conduct be con- 
ceived and carried into execution, without a power of refusing 
occasionally, to particular active principles, the gratification 
which they demand ? This diflference between the animal and 
the rational natures is well and concisely described by Seneca 
in the following words: ^^ Animalibtta pro ratione impetus; 
hominipro impetu ratio," ^ 

According to the particular active principle which influences 
habitually a man's conduct, his character receives its denomi- 
nation of covetousy ambitious, studious, or voluptuous ; and his 
conduct is more or less systematical as he adheres to his general 
plan with steadiness or inconstancy. 

It is hardly necessary for me to remark, how much a man's 
success in his favourite pursuit depends on the systematical 
steadiness with which he keeps his object in view. That an 
uncommon measure of this quaUty often suppUes, to a great 
degree, the place of genius, and that, where it is wanting, the 
most splendid endowments are of little value, are facts which 
have been often insisted on by philosophers, and which are con- 
firmed to us by daily experience. The effects of this concen- 
tration of the attention to one particular end on the development 
and improvement of the intellectual powers in general, have 
not been equally taken notice of. They are, however, extremely 
remarkable, as every person will readily acknowledge, who com- 
pares the sagacity and penetration of those individuals who 
have enjoyed its advantages, with the weakness and incapacity 
and dissipation of thought produced by an undecided choice 
among the various pursuits which human life presents to ua 
Even the systematical voluptuary, while he commands a much 
greater variety of sensual indulgences, and continues them to a 
much more advanced age than the thoughtless profligate, seldom 

^ De IrOj n. x?L 
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fiuls to give a certain degree of ctdtivation to his understanding, 
by employing his faculties habitually in one direction. 

The only exception, perhaps, which can be mentioned to this 
last remark, occurs in the case of those men whose leading prin- 
ciple of action is vanity, and who, as their rule of conduct is 
borrowed from without, must, in consequence of this very cir- 
cumstance, be perpetually wavering and inconsistent in their 
pursuits. Accordingly, it will be foimd that such men, although 
they have frequently performed splendid actions, have seldom 
risen to eminence in any one particular career, unless when, by 
a rare concurrence of accidental circumstances, this career has 
been steadily pointed out to them, through the whole of their 
lives, by public opinion. 

" Alcibiades," says a French writer, " was a man not of am- 
bition, but of vanity, — a man whose ruling passion was to make 
a noise, and to furnish matter of conversation to the Athenians. 
He possessed the genitis of a great man, but his soul, the springs 
of which were too much slackened to urge him to constant ap- 
plication, could not elevate him, but by starts, to pursuits worthy 
of his powers. I can scarcely bring myself to beUeve that a 
man, whose versatility was such as to enable him, when in 
Sparta^ to assume the severe manners of a Spartan, and, when 
in Ionia, to indulge in the refined voluptuousness of an Ionian, 
had received from nature the stamina of a great character."^ 

To what has been now observed in favour of systematical 
views in the conduct of life, it may be added, that they are in- 
comparably more conducive to happiness than a course of action 
influenced merely by occasional inclination and appetite. Lord 
Shaftesbury goes so far as to assert, that even the man who is 
uniformly and systematically bad, enjoys more happiness (per- 



> " Ce D*^toit pas nn ambitieux, mais 
OB homme vain qui vouloit faire da 
bruit, et occuper lea Atheniens. U avoit 
Vetprit d'un g^nd homme ; mais son 
dffie, dont lea resaorta amollia ^toient 
devenua incapablea d*une application 
oonatante, ne pouvoit B*61eTer aa grand 
que par boutade. J*ai bien de la peine 

VOL. VI. 



& croire, qu*an homme assez sonple ponr 
etre & Sparte aussi dur et auaai s^rdre 
qn*un Spartiate ; dans Tlonie anasi re- 
cherche dans les plaisirs qii*iin lonien ; 
fut propre & faire un grand homme."— 
(Quoted [anonymously] by Warburton 
in his note on Pope's Character of tho 
Doke of Wharton.) 

O 
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baps he would have been nearer the truth if he had contented 
himself with saying that he suffers less misery) than one of a 
more mixed and more inconsistent character. '^ It is the 
thorough profligate knave alone, the complete unnatural villain, 
who can anyway bid for happiness with the honest man. True 
interest is wholly on one side or on the other. All between is 
inconsistency, irresolution, remorse, vexation, and an ague fit,— 
from hot to cold, — from one passion to another quite contrary, 
— a perpetual discord of life, and an alternate disquiet and self- 
dislike. The only rest or repose must be through one deter- 
mined considerate resolution, which, when once taken, must be 
courageously kept, and the passions and afiections brought 
under obedience to it, — the temper steeled and hardened to the 
mind, — ^the disposition to the judgment Both must agree, else 
all must be disturbance and confusion.'^' 
To the same purpose Horace : — 

....** Qnanto oonBtantior idem 
In vitiis, tanto loTior miser, ac prior illo 
Qui jam contento, jam laxo ftme laboret."* 

Of the state of a mind originally possessed of the most 
splendid endowments, but where everything had been suffered 
to run into anarchy from the want of some controlling and 
steady principle of action, a masterly picture is drawn by 
Cicero, in the following account of Catiline. 

^^ Utebatur hominibus improbis multis, et quidem optimis se 
viris deditum esse simulabat ; erant apud illam illecebrsB libi- 
dinum multaa ; erant etiam industriaa quidam stimuli ac labo- 
ris: flagrabant libidinis vitia apud ilium; vigebant etiam 
studia rei militaris : neque ego unquam fuisse tale monstrum 
in terris ullum puto, tam ex contrariis diversisque inter se pug- 
nantibus naturd3 studiis cupiditatibusque conflatum. Quis cla- 
rioribus viris quodam tempore jucundior? quis turpioribus 
conjunctior ? quis civis meliorum partium aliquando ? quis 
tetrior hostis huic civitati ? quis in voluptatibus inquinatior ? 

* Essay on the Freedom of Wit and Humowr, Part IV. sect. i. 
■ Sermones, Lib. II. S. vii. 18. 
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qnis in laboribus patientior ? quis in rapacitate avarior ? quia 
in largitione eflfasior ?"^ 

In a person of this description, whatever indications of genius 
and ability he may discover, and whatever may be the great 
qualities he possesses, there is undoubtedly some tendency to 
insanity, which, if it were not the radical source of the evil, 
could hardly fail, sooner or later, to be the effect of a perpetual 
conflict between different and discordant passion& And, ac- 
cordingly, this is the idea which Sallust seems to have formed 
of this extraordinary man. " His eyes," he observes, " had a 
disagreeable glare ; his complexion was pale ; his walk some- 
times quick, sometimes slow; and his general appearance 
indicated a discomposure of mind approaching to madnesa''^ 

I would not be understood to insinuate by this last observa- 
tion, that in every case in which we observe a conduct appa- 
rently inconsistent and irregular, we are entitled to conclude all 
at once, that it proceeds from accidental humour, or from a 
disordered understanding. The knowledge of a man's ruling 
passion is often a key to what appeared, on a superficial view, 
to be perfectly inexplicable. 8ome excellent reflections on this 
subject are to be found in the first of Pope's Moral Essays^ 
where they are most happily and forcibly illustrated by the 
character of the Duke of Wharton. 

" Search, then, the ruling passion : There alone 
The wild are constant, and the cunning known ; 
The fool consistent, and the false sincere ; 
Priests, princes, women, no dissemblers here. 
This clue once found unraTels all the rest, 
The prospect clears, and Wharton stands confest. 
Wharton, the scorn and wonder of our days, 
Whose ruling passion was the lust of praise. 
Bom with whatever could win it from the wise, 

Women and fools must like him, or he dies." 
• • • ft • 

** Ask jou why Wharton broke through erery rule, 
'Twas all for fear the knares should call him fool, ^ 
Nature well known, no prodigies remain, 
Comets are regular and Wharton plain.**t 

* Oratio pro M. CobIu}, Sectt.*T. vi. 

• [CimjuraHo CatOinaria, o. ii.| t [^^ i. 174.] 
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I have only to add to these observations of Pope, that I 
believe the inconsistencies he describes are chiefly to be found 
in the conduct of men whose ruling principle of action is 
vanity. I already remarked, that while every other principle 
which gains an ascendant over the rest has a tendency to sya- 
tematize our course of action, vanity has, on the contrary, a 
tendency to disorganize it, leading us always to look abroad 
for our rule of conduct, and thereby rendering it as wavering 
and inconsistent as the opinions and fashions of mankind* 
Where vanity, therefore, is the ruling passion of any individual, 
a want of system may be regarded as a necessary consequence 
of his general character. 

From the foregoing considerations, it sufficiently appears 
how much the nature of man is discriminated from that of the 
brutes, in consequence of the comprehensive view which his 
reason enables him to take of his different principles of action, 
and of the deliberate choice he has it in his power to make of 
the general plan of conduct he is to pursue. There is another, 
however, and a very important respect, in which the rational 
nature differs from the animal, that it is able to form the 
notion of happiness^ or of what is good for it upon the whole, 
and to deliberate about the most effectual means of attaining 
it It is owing to this distinguishing prerogative of our species 
that we can avail ourselves of our past experience in avoiding 
those enjoyments which we know will be succeeded by suffering, 
and in submitting to lesser evils which we know are to be 
instrumental in procuring us a greater accession of good. 
" Sed inter hominem et belluam," says Cicero, " hoc maximd 
interest, quod haec tantiim quantum sensu movetur, ad id solum 
quod adest, quodque praesens est, se accommodat, pauUulum 
admodum sentiens prsBteritum aut futurum. Homo autem, 
quoniam rationis est particeps, per quam consequentia cemit, 
causas resum videt, earumque prasgressus et antecessiones non 
ignorat ; similitudines comparat, et rebus prsBsentibus adjungit 
atque annectit futuras; facile totius vitas cursum videt, ad 
eamque degendam praBparat res necessarias."^ 

' De OfftdiSf Lib. I. cap. it. 
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It is implied in the very idea of happiness that it is a desir- 
able object, and therefore self-love is an active principle very 
different from those which have been hitherto considered. 
These, for aught we know, may be the effect of arbitrary 
appointment, and they have accordingly been called implanted 
principles, or principles resulting from a positive accommoda- 
tion of the constitution of man to the objects with which he is 
surrounded. The desire of happiness may be called a rational 
principle of action, being peculiar to a rational nature, and inse- 
parably connected with it. It is impossible to conceive a being 
capable of forming the notions of happiness and misery, to whom 
the one shall not be an object of desire, and the other of aversion.^ 

In prefixing to this chapter the title of sd/4ove^ the ordinary 
language of modem philosophy has been followed, as I am 
always anxious to avoid unnecessary innovations in the use of 
words. The expression, however, is exceptionable, for it sug- 
gests an analogy (where there is none in fact) between that 
regard which every rational being must necessarily have to his 
own happiness and those benevolent affections which attach us 
to our fellow-creatures. There is surely nothing in the former 
of these principles analogous to the affection of love; and, 
therefore, to call it by the appellation of sdf-love^ is to suggest 
a (ktory with respect to its nature, and a theory which has no 
foundation in truth. 

The word ^CKamia was used among the Greeks nearly in 
the same sense, and introduced similar inaccuracies into their 
reasonings concerning the principles of morals. In our lan- 
guage, however, the impropriety does not stop here ; for not 



^ From this coDstitntion of the haman 
mind, as at once sentitive and raHonalf 
arise necessarily the emotions of hope 
and fear, joy and sorrow. The pleasur- 
able emotion arising from good in expec- 
tation is called Aope, the painful emotion 
arising firom apprehended evil is called 
fear. The wordsj^oy and «orroto are more 
general, applicable alike to the emotions 
arising from the eseperienee and from the 
ajjpreAawum of good and of evil. The 



interest which our benevolent affections 
give us in the concerns of others, inspires 
us (more particularly in the case of Uioee 
to whom we are fondly attached) with 
emotions analogous to those which have 
a reference to our own condition. 

The laws which regulate these emo- 
tions connected with the sensitiTe nature 
of man, deserve a careful examination ; 
but the subject does not fall under the 
present part of my plan. 
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only is the phrase adf-hve used as synonymous with the desire 
of happiness, but it is often confounded (in consequence of an 
unfortunate connexion in their etymology) with the word «eZ- 
fishneaa^ which certainly, in strict propriety, denotes a very dif- 
ferent disposition of mind. In proof of this it is sufficient to 
observe, that the word selfishness is always used in an un- 
favourable sense, whereas self-love, or the desire of happiness, 
is inseparable from our nature as rational and sensitive beings. 

The mistaken notion, that vice consists in an excessive self- 
love, naturally arose from the application of the terms self- 
love, or <f>CKa\jTLCLj to express the desire of happiness. As bene- 
volence, or the love of mankind, constitutes, in the opinion of 
many moralists, the whole of virtue, so it was not unnatural to 
conclude, that the love of ourselves (which this mode of speak- 
ing seems to contrast with benevolence) was the radical source 
of all the vices. And, accordingly, this conclusion has been 
adopted by many writers, both ancient and modem. ^ H we 
scan," says Dr. Barrow, ^^ the particular nature, and search into 
the original causes of the several kinds of naughty dispositions 
in our souls, and of miscarriages in our Uves, we shall find in- 
ordinate self-love to be a main ingredient, and a common source 
of them all, so that a divine of great name had some reason to 
affirm, that original sin (or that innate distemper from which 
men generally become so very prone to evil and averse to good) 
doth consist in self-love disposing us to all kinds of irregularity 
and excess."^ In this passage. Dr. Barrow refers to the opinion 
of Zuinglius, who has expressly called self-love the original or 
radical sin in our nature. ^^ Est ergo ista ad peccandum amore 
sui propensio, peccatum originale." 

It is chiefiy, however, from some of our English moralists 
that this notion concerning the nature of vice has derived its 
authority ; and the plausibility of their reasonings on the sub- 
ject has been much aided by that indiscriminate use of the 
words sel/'love and selfishness^ of which I already took notice. 

I shall afterwards have occasion to show that vice does not 
consist in an excessive regard to our own happiness. At pre- 

^ Sermon on Sdf-love. 
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sent I shall only remark, in addition to what was said above 
with respect to the distinction between the meanings of the 
words self-love and selfishness, that the former is so far from 
expressing anything blameable, that it denotes a principle of 
action which we never sacrifice to any of our implanted appe- 
tites, desires, or affections, withoat incurring remorse and self- 
condemnation. When we see, for example, a man enslaved by 
his animal appetites, so far from considering him as under the 
influence of an excessive self-love, we pity and despise him for 
neglecting the higher enjoyments which are placed within his 
reach. Accordingly, those very authors who tell us that vice 
consists in an inordinate self-love, are forced to confess that 
there are some senses of the word in which it expresses a 
worthy and commendable principle of action. ^^ Beason," says 
Dr. Barrow, ^^ dictateth and prescribeth to us, that we should 
have a sober regard to our true good and welfare ; to our best 
interest and solid content; to that which (all things being 
rightly stated, considered, and computed) will in the end prove 
most beneficial and satirfactory to us ; a self-love working in 
prosecution of such things, conmion sense cannot but allow and 
approve."* — " J'ov fiev dya0ov,^ says Aristotle, " Bel <f>CKavTov 
etvcLL*'^ And in another passage of the same chapter, '' So^te 
S hp o roiouro^ etveu /jloKKov (fitkavTO^.** 

As a farther proof that selfishness is not synonymous with 
the desire of happiness, it may be observed, that although we 
apply the epithet selfish to avarice and to low private sensuality, 
we never apply it to the desire of knowledge, or to the pursuits 
of virtue, which are certainly sources of more exquisite pleasure 
than riches or sensuality can bestow. 

'* Tet at the darkened eye, the withered face, 
The hoaiy head I neyer will repine : 
But spare, time I whatever of mental grace. 
Of candour, lore, or sympathy divine, 
WhateVr of fancy*! ray, or firiendship's flame was mine.** f 

Such a wish is surely dictated by the most rational view of 

• [Ihidem.] 1 EihiM Nic. Lih. IX. Cap. yiii. 

t [Beattie's Mtnttrd, Book 11. stansa ii.] 
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our real interest ; and yet no man will pretend that it contains 
anything inconsistent with a generous and heroic mind. Had 
it been directed to wealth, to long life, or to the preservation of 
youthful beauty and vigour, it would have been universally 
condemned as selfish and contemptible. 

This restriction of the term sdfiahness to a particular class of 
human pursuits, is taken notice of by Dr. Ferguson in his 
Essay on Civil Society ^ and seems to be considered by him as 
originating in a capricious, or rather in an iuconsistent, use of 
language. ^^ It is somewhat remarkable, that notwithstanding 
men value themselves so much on qualities of the mind, on 
parts, learning, and wit. On courage, generosity, and honour, 
those men are still supposed to be in the highest degree selfish, 
or attentive to themselves, who are most careful about animal 
life, and who are least mindful of rendering that life an object 
worthy of care. It will be difficult, however, to tell why a 
good understanding, a resolute and generous mind, should not, 
by every man in his senses, be reckoned as much parts of him- 
self as either his stomach or his palate, and much more than 
his estate or his dress. The epicure who consults his physician 
how he may restore his relish for food, and, by creating an 
appetite, renew his enjoyment, might at least, with an equal 
regard to himself, consult how he might strengthen his aflFec- 
tion to a parent or a child, to his country, or to mankind ; and 
it is probable that an appetite of this sort would prove a source 
of enjoyment no less than the former."* 

Of the difficulty here remarked by Dr. Ferguson, the solu- 
tion appears to me to be this, that the word sdjishnessy when 
applied to a pursuit, has no reference to the motive from which 
the pursuit proceeds, but to the effect it has on the conduct. 
Neither our animal appetites, nor avarice, nor curiosity, nor the 
desire of mora] improvement, arise from self-love, but some of 
these active principles disconnect us with society more than 
others : and consequently, though they do not indicate a greater 
regard for our own happiness, they betray a greater unconcern 
about the happiness of our neighbours. The pursuits of the 

• [Part L sect. ii. p. 21, 4th edit.1 
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miser have no mixture whatever of the social a£fectioiis ; on 
the contrary, they continually lead him to state his own in- 
terest in opposition to that of other men. The enjoyments of 
the sensualist all expire within his own person ; and, therefore, 
whoever is habitually occupied in the search of them must of 
necessity neglect the duties which he owes to mankind. It is 
otherwise with the desire of knowledge, which is always accom- 
panied with a strong desire of social communication, and with 
the love of moral excellence, which, in its practical tendency, 
coincides so remarkably with benevolence, that many autliors 
have attempted to resolve the one principle into the other. 
How far their conclusion, in this instance, is a necessary conse- 
quence of the premises from which it is deduced, will appear 
hereafter. 

The foregoing observations coincide so remarkably with a 
passage in Aristotle's Ethics^ that I am tempted to quote it at 
length in the excellent English translation of Dr. Gillies. 
After stating the same inconsistencies in our language about 
self-love, which Dr. Ferguson has pointed out, Aristotle pro- 
ceeds thus : — 

^^ These contradictions cannot be reconciled but by distin- 
guishing the different senses in which man is said to love 
himself Those who reproach self-love as a vice, consider it 
only as it appears in worldlings and voluptuaries, who arrogate 
to themselves more than their due share of wealth, power, 
or pleasure. Such things are to the multitude the objects of 
earnest concern and eager contention, because the multitude 
regards them as prizes of the highest value, and, in endeavour- 
ing to attain them, strives to gratify its passion at the expense 
of its reason. This kind of self-love, which belongs to the con- 
temptible multitude, is doubtless obnoxious to blame, and in 
this acceptation the word is generally taken. But should a 
man assume a pre-eminence in exercising justice, temperance, 
and other virtues, though such a man has really more true self- 
love than the multitude, yet nobody would impute this affec- 
tion to him as a crime. Yet he takes to himself the fairest 
and greatest of all goods, and those the most acceptable to the 
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ruling principle in bis nature, which is properly himself, in the 
same manner as the sovereignty in every community is that 
which most properly constitutes the state. He is said, also, to 
have, or not to have, the command of himself, just as this prin- 
ciple bears sway, or as it is subject to control ; and those acts 
are considered as most voluntary which proceed from this legis- 
lative or sovereign power. Whoever cherishes and gratifies 
this ruling part of his nature is strictly and peculiarly a lover 
of himself, but in a quite different sense from that in which 
self-love is regarded as a matter of reproach ; for all men ap- 
prove and praise an affection calculated to produce the greatest 
private and the greatest pubUc happiness ; whereas they dis- 
approve and blame the vulgar kind of self-love as often hurtfrd 
to others, and always ruinous to those who indulge it*^ 

^ Ariftotle'i BXkica, Book IX. chap. Yiii. 
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OF THE MORAL PACULTT. 



GSNEBAL OBSEBVATIONS ON THE MORAL FAOULTT, TKNDINO 
OHIEFLT TO SHOW THAT IT IS AN ORIGINAL PRINCIPLE OF OUR 
NATURE, AND NOT RESOLVABLE INTO ANY OTHER PRINCIPLE OR 
PRINCIPLES MORE GENERAL. 

As some authors have supposed that vice consists iu an 
excessive regard to our own happiness, so others have gone into 
the opposite extreme, by representing virtue as merely a matter 
of prudence, and a sense of duty but another name for a rcUional 
8el/4ove. This view of the subject was far from being un- 
natural ; for we find that these two principles lead in general 
to the same course of action; and we have every reason to 
believe, that, if our knowledge of the universe was more exten- 
sive, they would be found to do so in all instances whatever. 
Accordingly, by many of the best of the ancient moralists, our 
sense of duty was considered as resolvable into self-love, and 
the whole of ethics was reduced to this question. What is the 
supreme good f or, in other words, What is most conducive, on 
the whole, to our happiness ?^ 



^ The same opinion has been adopted 
by TarioQfl philoeophen of the first 
eminence in England, and it has long 
been the preyailing system on the con- 
tinent. From the following passage in 
one of D' Alembert's Letters to the King 
of Prossia, it appears to have been con- 
sidered both by the writer and by his 
royal correspondent as a fnndamental 
principle in morals. " Je n'ai pai en 



effet perda nn moment pour lire cet ex- 
cellent mSmoire ; et je pnis Sire, assn- 
rer k V. M. que je snis absoloment de 
son avis snr les principes qoi doirent 
serrir de base k la morale. Si V. M. 
Teat prendre la peine de jeter les yenx 
snr mes EUmem de PhiloBcphie, ella 
Terra que j'y indiqae oomme la sooroe 
de la morale et da bonheur, * la liaison 
intime de notre ▼(ritable int£rdt aT<ec 
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That we have, however, a sense of duty, which is not resolv- 
able into a regard to our happiness, appears from various con- 
siderations. 

(1.) There are, in all languages, words equivalent to duty 
and to intereaty which men have constantly distinguished in 
their signification. They coincide in general in their applica- 
tions, but they convey very different ideas. When I wish to 
persuade a man to a particular action, I address some of my 
arguments to a sense of duty, and others to the regard he has 
to his own interest. I endeavour to show him that it is not 
only his duty, but his interest to act in the way that I recom- 
mend to him. 

This distinction was expressed among the Roman moralists 
hy the words hon^stum and utile. Of the former Cicero says, 
*^ quod vere dicimus, etiamsi a nuUo laudetur, natura esse 
laudabile."! 

7% ica>j6v among the Greeks corresponds, when applied to 
the conduct, to the Tuyneatvm of the Romans.^ Dr. Beid 
remarks that the word KaOfftcov {pfficium) extended both to the 
honeatum and the utile^ and comprehended every action per- 
formed either from a sense of duty, or from an enlightened 
regard to our true interest In English we use the word 
reasonable with the same latitude, and indeed almost exactly 
in the same sense in which Cicero defines officium : " Id quod 
cur factum sit ratio probabilis reddi potest." In treating of 
such offices^ Cicero, and Panaetius before him, first points 
out those that are recommended to us by our love of the 
honestunij and next those that are reconmiended by our regard 
to the utile. 

This distinction between a sense of duty and a regard to 
interest is acknowledged even by men whose moral principles are 
not the purest, nor the most consistent. What unlimited con- 
fidence do we repose in the conduct of one whom we know to be 

raccomplissement de nos devoirs/ et ^ De CffficiiSt Lib. I. cap. iv. 

que je regarde I'amour Claire de nous 

monies comme le principe de tout sacri- ' Reid*8 Essays on the Active Bowers. 

fice morale." — (Euvres Posthumes du Essay III. [Part iii. chap. 6. — Works, 

Boi de Prusse, Tom. XIY. p. 99. p. 588.] 
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a man of honour ^ even in those cases in which he acts out of 
the view of the world, and where the strongest temptations of 
worldly interest concur to lead him astray I We know that 
his heart would revolt at the idea of anything base or un- 
worthy. Dr. Reid observes, that what we call honour^ con- 
sidered as a principle of conduct, '^ is only another name for a 
regard to duty, to rectitude, to propriety of conduct."^ This, 
I think, is going rather too far ; for, although the two prin- 
ciples coincide in general in the direction they give to our con- 
duct, they do not coincide always; the principle of honour 
being liable, from its nature and origin, to be most unhappily 
perverted in its applications by a bad education and the influ- 
ence of fashion. At the same time, Dr. Beid's remark is per- 
fectly in point, for the principle of honour is plainly grafted 
on a sense of duty, and necessarily presupposes its existence. 

Dr. Paley, one of the most zealous advocates for the selfish 
system of morals, admits the fact on which the foregoing 
argument proceeds, but endeavours to evade the conclusion by 
means of a theory so extraordinary, that I shall state it in his 
own words. " There is always understood to be a diflFerence 
between an act of prudence and an act of duty. Thus, if I 
distrusted awnan who owed me a sum of money, I should reckon 
it an act of prudence to get another person bound with him; 
but I should hardly call it an act of duty. On the other hand, 
it would be thought a very unusual and loose kind of language 
to say, that, as I had made such a promise, it was prudent to 
perform it ; or, that, as my friend, when he went abroad, placed 
a box of jewels in my hands, it was prudent in me to preserve 
it for him till he returned. 

"Now, in what, you will ask, does the diflFerence consist, 
inasmuch as, according to our account of the matter, both in 
the one case and the other, in acts of duty as well as acts of 
prudence, we consider solely what we ourselves shall gain or 
lose by the act ? 

" The diflFerence, and the only diflFerence, is this, that, in the 
one case, we consider what we shall gain or lose in the present 

> E$$ay8 <m the Active Powen, [Essay III. Part iii. chap. 5.— Worke, p. 587.] 
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world ; in the other case^ we consider also what we shall lose 
or gain in the world to come** 

On this curious passage I have no comment to offer. A 
sufficient answer to it may, I trust, be derived from the follow- 
ing reasonings. In the meantime, it will be allowed to be at 
le^ one presumption of an essential distinction between the 
notions of duty and of interest, that there are different words 
to express these notions in all languages, and that the most 
illiterate of mankind are in no danger of confounding them 
together. 

(2.) But^ secondly, the emotions arising from the contempla- 
tion of what is right and wrong in conduct are different both 
in degree and in kind from those which are produced by a calm 
regard to our own happiness. Of this, I think, nobody can 
doubt, who considers with attention the operation of our moral 
principles in cases where their effects are not counteracted or 
modified by a combination with some other principles of our 
nature. In judging, for example, of (mt own conduct, our 
moral powers are warped by the influence of self-partiality and 
self-deceit ; and, accordingly, we daily see men commit, without 
any remorse, actions, which, if performed by another person, 
they would have regarded with the liveliest sentiments of 
indignation and abhorrence. Even in this last case the experi- 
ment is not always perfectly fair ; for where the actor has been 
previously known to us our judgment is generally affected, in a 
greater or less degree, by our prepossessions or by our preju- 
dicea In contemplating the characters exhibited in histories 
and in novels, the emotions we feel are the immediate and the 
genuine result of our moral constitution ; and although they 
may be stronger in some men than in others, yet they are in all 
distinctly perceivable, even in those whose want of temper and 
of candour render them scarcely conscious of the distinction of 
right and wrong in the conduct of their neighbours and ac- 
quaintance. And hence probably (we may observe by the way) 
the chief origin of the pleasure we experience in this sort of 
reading. The representations of the stage, however, afford the 

* [Moral and PoUUeal Philosophy^ Book II. chap, iii.] 
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most favourable of all opportunities for studying the moral 
constitution of man. As the mind is here perfectly indiflferent 
to the parties whose character and conduct are the subject of 
the fable, the judgments it forms can hardly fail to be imr 
partial, and the feelings arising from these judgments are much 
more conspicuous in their external effects than if the play were 
perused in the closet ; for every species of enthusiasm operates 
more forcibly when men are collected in a crowd. On such an 
occasion the slightest hint suggested by the poet raises to 
transport the passions of the audience, and forces involuntary 
tears from men of the greatest reserve and the most correct 
sense of propriety. The crowd does not create the feeling nor 
even alter its nature, it only enables us to remark its operation 
on a greater scale. In these cases we have surely no time for 
reflection ; and indeed the emotions of which we are conscious 
are such as no speculations about our own interest could pos- 
sibly excite. It is in situations of this kind that we most com- 
pletely forget ourselves as individuals, and feel the most sensibly 
the existence of those moral ties by which Heaven has been 
pleased to bind mankind together. 

(3.) Although philosophers have shown that a sense of duty, 
and an enlightened regard to our own happiness, conspire in 
most instances to give the same direction to our conduct, so as 
to put it beyond a doubt that, even in this world, a virtuous life 
is true wisdom, yet this is a truth by no means obvious to the 
common sense of mankind, but deduced from an extensive view 
of human affairs, and an accurate investigation of the remote 
consequences of our different actiona It is from experience 
and reflection, therefore, we learn the connexion between virtue 
and happiness ; and, consequently, the great lessons of morality 
which are obvious to the capacity of all mankind could never 
have been suggested to them merely by a regard to their own 
interest Indeed, this discovery which experience makes to us 
of the connexion between virtue and happiness, both in the 
case of individuals and of political societies, furnishes one of the 
most pleasing subjects of speculation to the philosopher, as it 
places in a striking point of view the unity of design which 
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takes place in our constitution, and opens encouraging and 
delightful prospects with respect to the moral government of 
the Deity. 

It is a just and beautiful observation of Dr. Beid, that 
"although wise men have concluded that virtue is the only 
road to happiness, this conclusion is founded chiefly upon the 
natural respect men have for virtue, and the good and happi- 
ness that is intrinsic to it, and arises from the love of it If 
we suppose a man altogether destitute of this principle, who 
considered ^rtue as only the means to another end, there is no 
reason to think that he would ever take it to be the road to 
happiness, but would wander for ever seeking this object where 
it is not to be found."* 

This observation leads me to remark farther, that the man 
who is most successful in the pursuit of happiness, is not he 
who proposes it to himself as the great object of his pursuit 
To do so, and to be continually occupied with schemes on the 
subject, would fill the mind with anxious conjectures about 
futurity, and with perplexing calculations of the various chances 
of good and evil Whereas the man whose ruling principle of 
action is a sense of duty, conducts himself in the business of 
life with boldness, consistency and dignity, and finds himself 
rewarded with that happiness which so often eludes the pursuit 
of those who exert every faculty of the mind in order to 
attain it. 

Something very similar to this takes place with regard to 
nations. From the earliest accounts of mankind, politicians 
have been employed in devising schemes of national aggrand- 
izement, and have proceeded on the supposition, that the pro- 
sperity of their own country could only be advanced by 
depressing all others around them. It has now been shown 
with irresistible evidence, that those views were founded on 
mistake, and that the prosperity of a country is intimately con- 
nected with that of its neighbours ; insomuch that the enlight- 
ened statesman, instead of embarrassing himself with the care 
of a machine whose parts were become too complicated for any 

,-^ * [On the Active PawerSf Essay III. Part iii. chap. 4. — Works ». .58ft 1 
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human comprehenBion^ finds his labour reduced to the simple 
business of observing the rules of justice and humanity. It 
is remarkable, that, long before the date of these profound 
speculations in politics, for which we are indebted to Mr. 
Smith and to the French economists, Fenelon was led merely 
by the goodness of his heart, and by his speculative conviction 
of the intimate connexion between virtue and happiness under 
the moral government of God, to recommend a free trade as 
an expedient measure in policy, and to reprobate the mean 
ideas of national jealousy as calculated to frustrate the very 
ends to which they are supposed to be subservient Indeed 
I am inclined to think, that, as in conducting the affairs of 
private life, ^^ the integrity of the upright man'' is his surest 
guide, so in managing the affairs of a great empire, a strong 
sense of justice, and an ardent zeal for the rights and for the 
happiness of mankind, will go farther to form a great and suc- 
cessful statesman, than the most perfect acquaintance with 
political details, unassisted by the direction of these inward 
monitors. 

An author, too, in our own country, of sound judgment, and 
of very acciu-ate commercial information, and who was one of 
the first in England who turned the attention of the public to 
those liberal notions concerning trade which are now become so 
prevalent, acknowledges that it was by a train of reasoning a 
priori that he was led to his conclusiona " Can we suppose,* 
says he, ^Hhat Divine Providence has really constituted the 
order of things in such a sort, as to make the rule of natural 
self-preservation inconsistent with the fundamental principle of 
universal benevolence, and the doing as we would be done by ? 
For my own part, I must confess, I never could conceive that 
an all-wise, just, and benevolent being would contrive one part 
of his plan to be so contradictory to the other as here supposed, 
— that is, would lay us under one obligation as to morals, and 
another as to trade ; or, in short, to make that to be our 
duty which is not, upon the whole, and generally speaking, 
(even without the consideration of a future state,) our interest 
likewise. 

VOL, VI. P 
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^^ Therefore I condtided a priori, that there must be some 
flaw or other in the preceding arguments, plausible as they 
seem, and great as they are on the foot of human authority. 
For though the appearance of things at first sight makes for 
this conclusion, Hhat poor countries must inevitably carry away 
the trade from rich ones, and consequently impoverish them, 
the fact itself cannot be so."^ 

(4.) The same conclusion is strongly confirmed by the early 
period of life at which our moral judgments make their appear- 
ance, long before children are able to form the general notion 
of happiness, and, indeed, in the very infancy of their reason. 
It is astonishing how powerfully a child of sensibility may be 
affected by any simple narration calculated to rouse the feelings 
of pity, of generosity, or of indignation, and how very early 
some minds formed in a happy mould are inspired with a con- 
sciousness of the dignity of their nature, and glow with the en- 
thusiasm of virtua Dr. Beattie has beautifully painted these 
openings of the moral character in the description he gives of 
the. effect produced on his young Edwin by the fine old ballad 
of the Babes in the Wood. 

" Bat when to horror his amaEement rose, 
A gentler strain the beldame woald rehearse, 
A tale of mral life, a tale of woes, 
The orphan babes and guardian uncle fierce. 
Oh cruel I will no pang of pity pierce 
That heart by lust of lucre sear'd to stone ? 
For sure if aught of virtue last, or verse, 
To latest times shall tender souls bemoan 
Those helpless orphan babes by thy fell arts undone. 

" See where with berries smear'd, with brambles torn, 
The babes now famished lay them down to die ; 
*Midst the wild howl of darksome woods forlorn, 
Folded in one another's arms they lie, 
Nor friend, nor stranger, hears their dying cry, 
' For from the town the man returns no more.* 
But thou who Heaven's just vengeance dar'st defy, 
This deed with fruitless tears shalt soon deplore, 
When death lays waste thy house, and flames consume thy store. 

^ Dean Tucker's Tracts on Ihlitical and Commercial SvbjecU. 
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" A itifled smile of stern rindictive joy 
Brightened one moment Edwin's starting tear ; 
— ' But why should gold man's feeble mind decoy, 
And innocence thus die by doom seyere?* — 
Oh I Edwin, while thy heart is yet sincere, 
The assaults of discontent and doubt repel ; 
Dark even at noon-tide is our mortal sphere, 
But let us hope — ^to doubt is to rebel, — 
Let us exult in hope that all shall yet be well." * 

The reasoniDgB already stated seem to me to furnish a suffi- 
cient refutation of the selfish theory of morals, as it is explained 
by the greater number of the philosophers who have adopted 
it ; but, before leaving the subject, it is necessary for me to 
take notice of a doctrine fundamentally the same, though 
modified in such a manner as to elude some of the foregoing 
arguments, — a doctrine which has been maintained of late by 
various English writers of note, and which I suspect is at pre- 
sent the prevailing system in that part of the isluid. Accord- 
ing to this doctrme we do, indeed, in many cases approve or 
disapprove of particular actions without any reference to onr 
own interest at the time ; but it is asserted that it was views of 
self-interest which originally created these moral sentiments, 
and led us to associate agreeable or disagreeable emotions with 
human conduct. The origin of the moral faculty, in the opinion 
of these theorists, is precisely analogous to that of avarice^ or 
of any of our other factitious principles of action. Money, it 
will not be disputed, is at first desired merely on account of its 
subservience to the gratification of our natural desires ; but, in 
process of time, the association of ideas leads us to regard it as 
a desirable thing in itself, without any reference to this subser- 
vience or utility, and in many cases it continues to be coveted 
with an increasing passion, long after we have lost all relish for 
the enjoyments it enables us to purchase. In the same manner, 
a particular action which was at first approved or disapproved 
of, merely on account of its supposed tendency with respect to 
our own interest, comes, in process of time, to be approved or 
disapproved of the moment it is mentioned, and without any 

* [Minstrd, Book I. itanaa zIt.] 
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reflection on our part that we are able to recollect. Thus, 
without abandoning the old selfish principles, they contrive to 
evade the force of the arguments founded by Hutcheson and 
others on the instantaneousness with which our moral judg- 
ments are commonly pronounced. This, if I am not mistaken, 
is the theory of Dr. Law, of Dr. Hartley, of Dr. Priestley, of 
Dr. Paley, and of Dr. Pale/s great oracle in philosophy, the 
author of the Light of Nature Pursued, [Abraham Tucker.] 

I am ready to acknowledge that this refinement on the old 
selfish system gives it a degree of plausibility which it did not 
originally possess, and obviates one of the objections to it for- 
merly stated. But it must be remembered that this was not 
the only objection, and that there are several others which 
apply both to the old and new hypothesis with equal force. 

Among these arguifients, what I would lay the principal 
stress on is the degree of experience and reflection necessary 
for discovering the tendency of virtue to promote our happi- 
ness, compared with the very early period of Ufe wheu the 
moral sentiments display themselves in their full vigour. 

In answer to this, it may perhaps be alleged, that when onoe 
moral ideas have been formed by the process already described, 
they are caught by infants from their parents or preceptors by 
a sort of imitation, and without any reflection on their part 
" There is nothing," says Dr. Paley, " which children imitate, 
or apply more readily, than expressions of affection or aversion, 
of approbation, hatred, resentment, and the like; and when 
these passions and expressions are once connected, (which they 
will soon be by the same association which unites words with 
their ideas,) the passion will follow the expression, and attach 
upon the object to which the child has been accustomed to apply 
the epithet. In a word, when almost everything else is learned 
by imitation, can we wonder to find the same cause concerned 
in the generation of our moral sentiments ?^* 

The plausibility of this reasoning arises entirely from the 
address with which the author introduces indirectly a most 
important fact with respect to the human mind ; a fact which, 

* [PrincipUi of Moral and JPoHUoal PhUoaophyf Book I. chap, y.] 
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by engrossing the attention of the reader, is apt to prevent his 
perceiving, on a superficial view, its inapplicability to the point 
in dispute, or at least its insufficiency to establish in its full 
extent the conclusion which is deduced from it. That imitation 
and the association of ideas have a great influence on our moral 
judgments and emotions, more particularly in our early years, 
every man must be sensible who has reflected at all on the 
subject ; and it is a fact which deserves the serious considera- 
tion of all who have any concern in the education of youth. 
But does it therefore follow that imitation and the association 
of ideas are sufficient to account for the origin of the power of 
moral perception, and for t/ie origin of our notions of right 
and wrong ? On the contrary, the tendency we have in the 
infancy of our reason to follow in our moral judgments the 
example of those whom we love and reverence ; the influence 
of association sometimes in guiding, and sometimes in mislead- 
ing us in what we praise or blame, presuppose the existence of 
the power of moral judgment, and of the general notions of 
right and wrong. The power of these adventitious causes over 
the mind is so great, that there is perhaps no particular prac- 
tice which we may not be trained to approve of or to condemn ; 
but wherever this happens, the operation of these causes sup- 
poses us to be already in possession of some faculty by which 
we are capable of bestowing approbation or blame. It is 
worthy too of remark, that it is only with respect to particular 
practices that education is capable of misleading us ; for even 
when education perverts the judgment, it produces its effect by 
employing the instrumentality of our moral principles. In 
many cases it will be found that it operates by combining a 
number of principles against one ; by associating, for example, 
a number of worthy dispositions and amiable affections with 
habits which, if divested of such an alliance, would be regarded 
as mean and contemptible. 

To all this we may add, that our speculative judgments con- 
cerning truth, 9xA falsehood^ as well as our judgments concerning 
right and wrong ^ are liable to be influenced by imitation and the 
association of ideaa Even in mathematics, when a pupil of a 
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tender age enters first on the study of the elements, his judg- 
ment leans not a little on that of his teacher, and he feels his 
confidence in the truth of his conclusions sensibly confirmed by 
his faith in the superior understanding of those whom he looks 
up to with respect. It is only by degrees that he emancipates 
himself from this dependence, and comes at last to perceive the 
irresistible force of demonstrative evidence ; and yet it will not 
be inferred from this that the power of reasoning is the result 
of imitation or of habit. The conclusion mentioned above with 
respect to the power of moral judgment is equally erroneous. 

The looseness and sophistry of Paley's reasonings on the 
subject of the moral faculty may be traced to the vague and 
indistinct conception he had formed of the point in question. 
In proof of this I shall transcribe his own words from his Prin- 
ciples of Moral and Political Philosophy. It is necessary to 
premise, that he introduces his argument against the existence 
of a moral sense by quoting a story from Valerius Maximus, 
which I shall present to my readers in Dr. Pale/s version. 

^^ The fitthei of Caius Toranius had been proscribed by the 
triumvirate. Caius Toranius coming over to the interests of 
that party, discovered to the officers who were in pursuit of his 
father's life, the place where he concealed himself, and gave 
them withal a description by which they might distinguish his 
person when they found him. The old man, more anxious for 
the safety and fortunes of his son, than about the little that 
might remain of his own life, began immediately to inquire of 
the officers who seized him, whether his son was well ? whether 
he had done his duty to the satisfaction of his generals ? That 
son, replied one of the officers, so dear to thy affections, be- 
trayed thee to us ; by his information thou art apprehended 
and diest. The officer with this struck a poignard to his heart, 
and the unhappy parent fell, not so much affected by his fete, 
as by the means to which he owed it." 

" Now," says Dr. Paley, " the question is. Whether, if this 
story were related to the wild boy caught some years ago in the 
woods of Hanover, or to a savage without experience and with- 
out instruction, cut off in his infancy from all intercourse wi*^ 
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his species^ and consequeDtly under no possible influence of 
example, authority, education, sympathy or habit, whether, I 
Ray, such a one would feel, upon the relation, any degree of 
that serUimerU of disapprobation of Toranius'a conduct which 
we feel, or not ? 

" They who maintain the existence of a moral sense, of in- 
nate maxims, of a natural conscience, that the love of virtue 
and hatred of vice are instinctive, or the perception of right 
and wrong intuitive, (all of which are only different ways of 
expressing the same opinion,) affirm, that he would. 

" They who deny the existence of a moral sense, Ac, affirm 
that he would not. 

" And upon this issue is joined."^ 

To those who are at all acquainted with the history of this 
dispute, it must appear evident that the question is here com- 
pletely misstated ; and that in the whole of Dr. Pale/s subse- 
quent argument on the subject, he combats a phantom of his 
own imagination. The opinion which he ascribes to his anta- 
gonists has been loudly and repeatedly disavowed by all the 
most eminent moralists who have disputed Locke's reasonings 
against innate practical principles; and is indeed so very 
obviously absurd, that it never could have been for a moment 
entertained by any person in his senses. 

Did it ever enter into the mind of the wildest theorist to 
imagine that the sense of seeing would enable a man, brought 
up from the moment of his birth in utter darkness, to form a 
conception of light and colours ? But would it not be equally 
rash to conclude, from the extravagance of such a supposition, 
that the sense of seeing is not an original part of the human 
frame? 

The above quotation from Paley forces me to remark farther, 
that, in combating the supposition of a moral sense, he has con- 
founded together, as only different ways of expressing the same 
opinion, a variety of systems, which are regarded by all our 
best philosophers, not only as essentially distinct, but as in 
some measure opposed to each other. The system of Hutche- 

^ Book I. chap. t. 
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Bon, for example, is identified with that of Cudworth, to which 
(as will afterwards appear) it stands in direct opposition. But 
although, in this instance, the author's logical discrimination 
does not appear to much advantage, the sweeping censure thus 
bestowed on so many of our most celebrated ethical theories, 
has the merit of throwing a very strong light on that particular 
view of the subject which it is the aim of his reasonings to 
establish in contradiction to them alL 



CHAPTER III. 

CONTINUATION OF THE SUBJECT. — EXAMINATION OF SOME 
OBJECTIONS TO THE FOBEOOING CONCLUSIONa 

In the preceding observations I have endeavoured to prove 
that the moral faculty is an original principle of our constitu- 
tion, which is not resolvable into any other principle or prin- 
ciples more general than itself; in particular, that it is not 
resolvable into self-love, or a prudential regard to our own 
interest. In order, however, completely to establish the ex- 
istence of the moral faculty as an essential and universal part 
of human nature, it is necessary to examine with attention the 
objections which have been stated to this conclusion by some 
writers, who were either anxious to display their ingenuity by 
accounting in a different manner for the origin of our moral 
ideas, or who wish to favour the cause of scepticism by explain- 
ing away the reality and immutability of moral distinctiona 

Among these objections, that which merits the most careful 
consideration, from the characters of those by whom it is 
maintained, is founded on the possibility of explaining the fact 
without increasing the number of original principles in our 
constitution. The rules of morality, it has been supposed, 
were, in the first instance, brought to light by the sagacity of 
philosophers and politicians ; and it is only in consequence of 
the influence of education that they appear to form an original 
part of the human frame. The diversity of opinions among dif- 
ferent nations with respect to the morality of particular actions 
has been considered as a strong confirmation of this doctrine. 

But the power of education, although great, is confined within 
certain limits. It is indeed much more extensive than philoso- 
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phers once believed^ as sufficiently appears from those modem 
discoveries, with respect to the distant parts of the globe, which 
have so wonderfully enlarged our knowledge of human nature, 
and which show clearly that many sentiments and opinions, 
which had been formerly regarded as inseparable from the 
nature of man, are the results of accidental situation. If our 
fore&thers, however, went into one extreme on this point, we 
seem to be at present in no small danger of going into the 
opposite one, by considering man as entirely a factitious being, 
that may be moulded into any form by education and fashion. 

I have said that the power of education is confined within 
certain limits. The reason is obvious, for it is by co-operating 
with the natural principles of the mind that education produces 
its effects. Nay, this very susceptibility of education, which is 
acknowledged to belong universally to the race, presupposes the 
existence of certain principles which are common to aU mankind. 

The influence of education in diversifying the appearances 
which the moral constitution of man exhibits in difierent 
instances, depends chiefly on that law of our constitution which 
was formerly called the Association of ideas; and this law 
supposes, in every case, that there are opinions and feelings 
essential to the human frame, by a combination with which 
external circumstances lay hold of the mind, and adapt it to its 
accidental situation. What we daily see happen in the trifling 
article of dress may help us to conceive how the Association of 
ideas operates in matters of more serious consequence. Fashion, 
it is well known, can reconcile us, in the course of a few weeks, 
to the most absurd and fantastical ornament ; but does it fol- 
low from this that fashion could create our ideas of beauty and 
elegance ? During the time we have seen this ornament worn, 
it has been confined, in a great measure, to those whom we 
consider as models of taste, and has been gradually associated 
with the impressions produced by the real elegance of their 
appearance and manner. When it pleases by itself, the eflect 
is not to be ascribed to the thing considered abstractedly, nor 
to any change which our general notions of beauty have under- 
gone, but to the impressions with which it has been generally 
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connected, and which it naturally recalls to the mind. The 
case is nearly the same with our moral sentiments. A man of 
splendid virtues attracts some esteem also to his imperfections, 
and, if placed in a conspicuous situation, may corrupt the moral 
sentiments of the multitude in the same manner in which he 
may introduce an absurd or fantastical ornament by his whim- 
sical taste in the articles of dres& The commanding influence 
of Cato's virtues seems to have produced somewhat of this 
effect on the minds of some of his admirers. He was accused, 
we are told, of intemperance in wine ; nor do his apologists 
pretend altogether to deny the charge. " But," says one of them, 
'^ it would be much easier to prove that intemperance is a decent 
and respectable quality, than that Cato could be gqilty of any 
vice." " Catoni ebrietas objecta est ; et facilius efficiet, quisquis 
objecerit, hoc crimen honestum, quam turpem Catonem."* 

In general it may be remarked, that, as education may vary 
in particular cases the opinions of individuals with respect to 
the objects of taste, without being able to create our notions of 
beauty or deformity, of grandeur or meanness, so education may 
vary our sentiments with respect to particular actions, but could 
not create our notions of right and wrong, of merit and demerit^ 

With respect to the historical facts which have been quoted 
as proofs that the moral judgments of mankind are entirely 
factitious, we may venture to assert in general, that none of 
them justify so very extravagant a conclusion ; that a great 
part of them are the effects of misrepresentation; and that 
others lead to a conclusion directly the reverse of what has been 
drawn from them. It would hardly be necessary, in the pre* 
sent times, to examine them seriously, were it not for the 

* [Senacm, De TranqmUiiatef c. zt.] pressed by this author in terms too 
^ It is obserred by Condorcet in his strong and unqualified. I quote it here 
i^2o^ of Euler, " Thatf if toe except the chiefiy on account of the remarkable 
common maxim* of moraUtyt there is concession which it inTolyes in farour of 
no one truth which can boast of having the fundamental principles ofmoraUiy; 
been so generally adopted, or through — a subject on which it has been gene- 
such a succession of ages, as certain rally alleged by sceptical writeni that 
ridiculous and pernicious errora.** The our opinions are more liable, than on 
assertion, although not without some most others, to be warped by the in- 
foundation in fact, is manifestly ex- fluence of education and fiuhion. 
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authority which, in the opinion of many, they still continue to 
derive from the sanction of Mr. Locke. 

'^Have there not been whole nations/' says this eminent 
philosopher, ^^ and those of the most civilized people, among 
whom the exposing their children, and leaving them in the 
fields to perish, by want or wild beasts, has been the practice, 
as little condemned or scrupled as the begetting them ? Do 
they not still in some countries put them into the same graves 
with their mothers if they die in child-birth, or despatch them 
if a pretended astrologer declares them to have unhappy stars ? 
And are there not places where, at a certain age, they kill or 
expose their parents without any remorse at all? ... . 
Where, then, are our innate ideas of justice, piety, gratitude ; 
or where is that universal consent that assures us there are such 
inbred rules ?"* 

To this question of Locke's, so satisfactory an answer has 
been given by various writers, that it would be superfluous to 
enlarge on the subject here. It is sufficient to refer, on the 
origin of infanticide^ to Mr. Smith's Theory of Moral Senti- 
ments ;t and, on the alleged impiety among some rude tribes of 
children towards their parents, to Charron Sur la Sagesse^ 
and to an excellent note of Dr. Beattie's in his Essay on Fable 
and Romance.X The reasonings of the two last writers are 
strongly confirmed by Mr. Ellis in his Voyage for the Dis- 
covery of a North- West Passage, and by Mr. Curtis, (after- 
wards Sir Koger Curtis,) in a paper containing some parti- 
culars with respect to ihe country of Labradore, published in 
the Philosophical Transactions for the year 1773. 



* [Essay, Book I. ch. iii. § 9.— There 
are a series of curious dissertations by 
an anonymous author among the Pytha- 
gorean Fragments, collected by Gale, 
which carry out with great ingenuity 
and minuteness a doctrine correspon- 
dent to Locke's, in regard to the nature 
of mond distinctions. They are, of 
course, written in the Doric dialect. 
See the OptaeiUa Mythohgioa Physica et 
Ethica, Amstel. 1688, p. 704-731.—^.] 



t [Part V. chap, ii.] 

* LiT. II. chap. viii. Charron 's argu- 
ment is evidently pointed at certain 
passages in Montaigne's Essays, in 
which that ingenious writer has fallen 
into a train of thought very similar to 
that which is the ground-work of Locke's 
reasonings against innate pracHcal 
principles. 

X [Dissertations, Moral and Critical, 
p. 524, 4to ed.— if there be any other.] 
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In order to form a competent judgment on facts of this 
nature, it is necessary to attend to a variety of considerations 
which have heen too frequently overlooked by philosophers; 
and, in particular, to make proper allowances for the three 
following: — I. For the different situations in which mankind 
are placed, partly by the diversity in their physical circum- 
stances, and partly by the unequal degrees of civilisation which 
they have attained, 11. For the diversity of their speculative 
opinions, arising from their unequal measures of knowledge or 
of capacity ; and. III. For the different moral import of the 
same action under different systems of external behaviour. 

I. (i.) In a part of the globe, where the soil and climate are 
so favourable as to yield all the necessaries, and many of the 
luxuries of life, with little or no labour on the part of man, it 
may reasonably be expected that the ideas of men will be more 
loose concerning the rights of propeii,y than where nature has 
been less liberal in her gifts. As the right of property is 
founded, in the first instance^ on the natural sentiment, that 
the labourer is entitled to the fruits of his own laboury it is not 
surprising that, where little or no labour is required for the 
gratification of our desires, theft should be regarded as a very 
venial offence. There is here no contradiction in the moral 
judgments of mankind. Men feel there^ with respect to those 
articles which we appropriate with the most anxious care, as 
we, in this part of the world, feel with respect to atV, light^ and 
water. If a country could be found in which no injustice was 
apprehended in depriving an individual of an enjoyment which 
he had provided for himself by a long course of persevering in- 
dustry, the fact would be something to the purpose. But this^ 
we may venture to say, has not yet been found to be the case 
in any quarter of the globe. That the circmnstance I men- 
tioned is the true explanation of the prevalence of theft in the 
South Sea Islands, and of the venial light in which it is there 
regarded, appears plainly from the accounts of our most in- 
telligent navigators. 

" There was another circumstance," says Captain Cook| 
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speaking of the inhabitants of the Sandwich Islands, ^ in which 
the people perfectly resembled the other islanders we had visited. 
At first on their entering the ship, they endeavoured to steal 
everything they came near, or rcUher to take it openly ^ as what 
we either should not resent^ or not hinder!* (January 1778.) 

In another place, talking of the same people: — ^^ These 
islanders," says he, ^^ merited our best commendations in their 
commercial intercourse, never once attempting to cheat us either 
ashore or alongside the ships. Some of them, indeed, as already 
mentioned, at first betrayed a thievish disposition; or rather, they 
thought that they had a right to everything they could lay their 
hands on ; but they soon laid aside a conduct which, we con- 
vinced them, they could not persevere in with impunity.'* 

In another part of the voyagCj (April 1778,) in which he 
gives an accoimt of the American Indians near Ejng George's 
Sound, he contrasts their notions on the subject of theft with 
those of the South Sea Islanders. ^^ The inhabitants of the 
South Sea Islands, rather than be idle, would steal anything 
they could lay their hands on, without ever considering whether 
it could be of use to them or no. The novelty of the object 
was with them a sufficient motive for endeavouring, by any in- 
direct means, to get possession of it ; which marked, that in 
such cases they were rather actuated by a childish curiosity 
than by a dishonest disposition, regardless of the modes of sup- 
plying real wants. The inhabitants of Nootka, who invaded 
our property, have not such an apology. They were thieves in 
the strictest sense of the word ; for they pilfered nothing from 
us but what they knew could be converted to the purposes of 
private utility, and had a real value, according to their estima- 
tion of things." He adds, that " he had abimdant proof that 
stealing is much practised among themselves ;" — but it is evi- 
dent, from the manner in which he expresses himself, that (heft 
was not here considered in the same venial or indifferent light 
as in those parts of the globe where the bounty of nature de- 
prives exclusive property of almost all its value.^ 

* [Cook's VoyageSf &c., of the dates marki^ February 1777, and December 
specified.] See also AndersoD*s i?e- 1777. 
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In general it will be found, that the ideas of rude nations on 
the subject of property are precise and decided, in proportion 
to the degree of labour to^ which they have been habituated in 
procuring the means of subsistence. Of one barbarous people, 
(the Greenlanders,) we are expressly told by a very authentic 
writer, (Crantz,) that their regard to property acquired by 
labour is not only strict, but approaches to superstition. ^^ Not 
one of them," says he, " will appropriate to himself a sea-dog 
in which he finds one or more harpoons with untom thongs ; 
nor even carry away drift-wood, or other things thrown up by 
the sea, if they are covered tviih a stone^ because they consider 
this as an indication that they have already been appropriated 
by some other person."^ 

I. (ii) Another very remarkable instance of an apparent 
diversity in the moral judgments of mankind occurs in the con- 
tradictory opinions entertained by different ages and nations on 
the moral lawfulness of exacting interest for the use of money. 
Aristotle, in the first book of his Politics^ (6th chapter,) speak- 
ing of the various ways of getting money, considers agriculture 
and the rearing of cattle as honourable and natural, because 
the earth itself, and all animals, are by nature fruitful ; '^ but 
to make money from money, which is barren and unfruitful," 
he pronounces '^ to be the worst of all modes of accumulation, 
and the utmost corruption of artificial degeneracy. By com- 
merce," he observes, " money is perverted from the purpose of 
exchange to that of gain. Still, however, this gain is obtained 



^ The following passage of Voltaire is 
perliaps liable to the charge of over- 
refinement; bat it sufficiently shows 
that he saw clearly the general principle 
on which the lax opinions of some na- 
tions on the subject of theft are to be 
explained. 

" On a beau nous dire, qu'& Laced^- 
mone, le larcin etoit ordonn6 ; ce n*e8t 
U qa*un abas des mots. La meme chose 
que nous appelons larcin^ n'6toit point 
commandde & Laced^mone ; mais dans 



une yille, o^ tout 6toit en commnn, la 
permission qu'on donnoit de prendre 
habilement ce que des particuliers s'ap- 
proprioient centre la loi, 6toit une ma- 
ni^re de punir Tesprit de propri^t^ d^ 
fendu chez ces peuples. Le Hen et le 
mien ^toit un crime, dont ce que nous 
appelons larein 6toit la punition."^ 
(Voltaire's Account of Newton'e Ditco- 
veries.) Some of his other remarks on 
Locke are very curious. 
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by the mutual transfer of different objects ; but usury, by trans- 
ferring merely the same object from one hand to another, gene- 
rates money from money ; and the interest thus generated is 
therefore called ^ offspring/ as being predsely of the same na- 
ture, and of the same specific substance with that from which 
it proceeds/'^ — Similar sentiments with respect to usury (under 
which title was comprehended Qvexj premium^ great or small, 
which was received by way of interest) occur in the Boman 
writers. ^^ Concerning the arts," says Cicero, in his first book 
De OJlciis, ^' and the means of acquiring wealth, which are to 
be accounted liberal, and which mean, the following are the 
sentiments usually entertained. In the first place, those means 
of gain are in the least credit which incur the hatred of man- 
kind, as those of tax-gatherers and usurers.''* The same author 
(in the second book of the same work) mentions an anecdote of 
old Cato, who, being asked, ^^What he thought of lending 
money upon interest?" answered, "What do you think of 
the crime of murder ?"t 

In the code of the Jewish legislator, the regulations concern- 
ing loans imply manifestly, that to exact a premium for the 
thing lent was an act of unkindness unsuitable to the fraternal 
relation in which the Israelites stood to one another. " Thou 
shalt not lend," it is said, " upon usury to thy brother : usury 
of money, usury of victuals, usury of anything that is lent" — 



^ Qillies's Translation. The argn- 
ment of Aristotle is so eztremelj absurd 
and puerile, that it could never have led 
this most acute and profound philosopher 
to the conclusion it is employed to sup- 
port, but may be justly numbered among 
the instances in which speculative men 
hare exerted their ingenuity to defend, 
by sophistical reasonings, the established 
prejudices of the times in which they 
lived, and in which the supposed evi- 
dence of the inference has served, in 
their estimation, to compensate for the 
weakness of the premises. It is, how- 
ever, worthy of remark, that the argu- 
ment, such as it is, was manifestly sug- 



gested by the etymology of the word 
r*»«f, (interest,) from the verb rimTm, 
pario; an etymology which seems to 
imply, that the principal generates the 
interest. The same idea, too, occurs in 
the scene between Antonio and Shylock, 
in the Merchant of Venice : — 

** If thoo wilt lend thii money, lend it not 
As to thy friend, (for when did fiiendship take 
A breed of barrtn nukU/rom his friend f) 
Bat lend it ntiier to thine enemy. 
Who, if he break, thou may'it with better Ua% 
Exact the penalty." 

• [Cap. xlu.] 
t [Cap. XXV. ] 
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" Unto the stranger thou mayest lend upon usury ; but unto 
thy brother thou shalt not lend upon usury ; that the Lord thy 
God may bless thee in all that thou settest thy hand to^ in the 
land whither thou goest to possess it.''* 

In coDsequence of this prohibition in the Mosaic law^ the 
primitive Christians, conceiving that they ought to look on all 
men, both Jews and Gentiles, as brethren^ inferred, (partly per- 
haps from the prohibition given by Moses, and partly from the 
general prejudices then prevalent against usury,) that it was 
against the Christian law to take interest from any man. And, 
accordingly, there is no crime against which the fathers in their 
homilies declaim with more vehemence. The same abhorrence 
of usury of every kind appears in the canon law, insomuch that 
the penalty by that law is excommunication ; nor is the usurer 
allowed burial until he has made restitution of what he got 
by usury, or security is given that restitution shall be made 
after his death. About the middle of the seventeenth century, 
we find the divines of the Church of England very often 
preaching against all interest for the use of money, even that 
which the law allowed, as a gross immorality. And not much 
earlier it was the general opinion both of divines and lawyers, 
that, although law permitted a certain rate of interest to pre- 
vent greater evils, and in compliance with the general corrup- 
tion of men, (as the law of Moses permitted polygamy, and 
authorized divorce for slight causes among the JewsJ yet that 
the rules of morality did not sanction the taking any interest 
for money, at least that it was a very doubtful point whether 
they did. The same opinion was maintained in the English 
House of Commons by. some of the members who were lawyers, 
in the debate upon a bill brought in not much more than a 
hundred years ago. 

I need not remark how completely the sentiments of man- 
kind are now changed upon the subject; insomuch that a 
moralist or divine would expose himself to ridicule if he should 
seriously think it worth his while to use arguments to prove the 
lawfulness of a practice which was formerly held in universal 

* [ Deuteronomy xziiL 19, 20.] 
VOL, VI. Q 
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abhorrence. The consistency of this practice, (in cases where 
the debtor is able to pay the interest,) with the strictest mora- 
lity, appears to us so manifest and indisputable, that it would 
be thought equally absurd to argue for it as against it.^ 

The diversity of judgments, however, on this particular ques- 
tion, instead of proving a diversity in the moral judgments of 
mankind, affords an illustration of the uniformity of their 
opinions concerning the fundamental rules of moral duty. 

In a state where there is little or no commerce, the great 
motive for borrowing being necessity, the value of a loan can- 
not be ascertained by calculation as it may be where money is 
borrowed for the purposes of trade. In such circumstances, 
therefore, every money-lender who accepts of interest will be 
regarded in the same odious light in which pawnbrokers are 
considered among us ; and '' the man who putteth out his coin 
to usury;" will naturally be classed (as he is in the words of 
Scripture) ^^ with him who taketh a reward against the guilt- 
less."* 

These considerations, while they account for the origin of the 
opinions concerning the practice of taking interest for money 
among those nations of antiquity whose commercial transac- 
tions were few and insignificant, will be sufficient, at the same 
time, to establish its reasonableness and equity in countries 
where money is most commonly borrowed for the purposes of 
coiumercial profit, and where, of consequence, the use of it has 
a fixed and determinate value depending (like that of any 



^ A learned gentleman, indeed, of the 
Middle Temple, Mr. Plowden, (a law- 
yer, I believe, of the Roman Catholic 
persuasion,) who published, about thirty 
years ago, a Treatise upon the Law of 
Usury and AnnttitieSf has employed no 
less than fifty-nine pages of his work in 
considering the law of usury in a spi- 
ritual view, in order to establish the 
following conclusion, " That it is not 
sinful, but lawful for a British subject to 
receive legal interest for the money he 
may lend, whether he receive it in 
annual dividends from the public, or in 



interest from private individuals who 
may have borrowed it upon mortgage, 
bond, or otherwise." — Mr. Necker, too, 
in the notes annexed to his Eloge on 
Colbert, thought it necessary for him to 
offer an apology to the Church of Borne 
for the freedom with which he ventured 
to write upon this critical subject. " Ce 
que je dis de Tint^ret est sous un point 
de vue politique, et n*a point de rappcMi 
avec les respectables masimea de 1* 
religion sur ce point" 

* [See Psalm xv. 6.] 
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commodity in general request) on the circumstances of the 
market at the time. In such countries both parties are bene- 
fited by the transaction, and even the state is a gainer in the 
end. The lenders of money are frequently widows and orphans 
who subsist on the interest of their slender funds, while the 
horrowera as frequently belong to the most opulent class of the 
community, who wish to enlarge their capital and extend their 
trade ; and who, by doing so, are enabled to give farther en- 
couragement to industry, and to supply labour and bread to 
the indigent. 

The prejudices, therefore, against usury among the ancient 
philosophers, were the natural result of the state of society 
which fell under their observation. The prohibition of usury 
among the Jews in their own mutual transactions, while they 
were permitted to take a premium for the money which they 
lent to strangers, was in perfect consistency with the other 
principles of their political code ; commerce being interdicted 
as tending to an intercourse with idolaters, and mortgages 
prevented by the indefeasible right which every man had to 
his lands. 

I. (iii) I shall only mention one instance more to illustrate 
the effects of different states of society in modifying the moral 
judgments of mankind. It relates to the crime of assassina- 
tion, which we now justly consider as the most dreadful of 
any ; but which must necessarily have been viewed in a very 
different light when laws and magistrates were unknown, and 
when the only check on injustice was the principle of resent- 
ment. As it is the nature of this principle not only to seek the 
punishment of the delinquent, but to prompt the injured per- 
son to inflict the punishment with his own hatid, so in every 
country the criminal jurisdiction of the magistrate has been the 
last branch of his authority that was established. Where the 
police, therefore, is weak, murders must not only be more fre- 
quent, but are really less criminal, than in a society like ours, 
where the private rights of individuals are completely protected 
by law, and where there hardly occurs an instance, excepting 
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in a case of self-defence, in which one man can be jostified for 
shedding the blood of another. And, even when in a rude age 
a murder is committed from unjustifiable motives of self-inter- 
est or jealousy, yet the frequency of the occurrence prevents 
the minds of men from revolting so strongly at the sight of 
blood as we do at present It is on this very principle that 
Mr. Mitford accoimts for the manners and ideas that prevailed 
in the heroic ages of Greece. 

But it is unnecessary, on this head, to appeal to the history 
of early times, or of distant nations. In our own country of 
Scotland, about two centuries ago, what shocking murders were 
perpetrated, and seemingly without remorse, by men who were 
by no means wholly destitute of a sense of religion and 
morality I Dr. Bobertson'*' remarks, that ^ Buchanan relates 
the murder of Cardinal Beatoun and of Bizzio, without ex- 
pressing those feelings which are natural to a man, or that in- 
dignation which became an historian. Knox, whose mind was 
fiercer and more unpolished, talks of the death of Beatoun and 
of the Duke of Guise, not only without censure, but with the 
utmost exultation. On the other hand, the Bishop of Boss 
mentions the assassination of the Earl of Murray with some 
degree of applause. Blackwood dwells on it with the most in- 
decent triumph ; and ascribes it directly to the hand of Qod. 
Lord Buthven, the principal actor in the conspiracy against 
Bizzio, wrote an account of it some time before his own death ; 
and in all his long narrative there is not one expression of 
regret, or one symptom of compunction, for a crime no less 
dishonourable than barbarous. Morton, equally guilty of the 
same crime, entertained the same sentiments concerning it; 
and in his last moments, neither he himself, nor the ministers 
who attended him, seem to have considered it as an action 
which called for repentance. Even then he talks of Davids 
slatighter as coolly as if it had been an innocent or commend- 
able deed."^ 

*' [History of Scotland.] his contemporary and enemy, Cardinal 

^ The following lines, in which Sir Beatoan, deserve to be added to the 

David Lindsay reprobates the murder of instances quoted by Dr. Bobertaon, at 
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The reflections of Dr. Bobertson on these assassinations, 
which were formerly so common in this country, are candid 
and judicious. " In consequence of the limited power of our 
princes, the administration of justice was extremely feeble and 
dilatory. An attempt to punish the crimes of a chieftain, or 
even of his vassals, often excited rebellions and civil wars. To 
nobles haughty and independent, among whom the causes of 
discord were many and unavoidable, who were quick in discern- 
ing an injury, and impatient to revenge it ; who esteemed it 
infamous to submit to an enemy, and cowardly to forgive him; 
who considered the right of punishing those who had injured 
them as a privilege of their order, and a mark of independ- 
ency; such slow proceedings were extremely unsatisfactory. 
The blood of their adversary was, in their opinion, the only 
thing that could wash away an affront Where that was not 
shed, their revenge was disappointed ; their courage became 
suspected, and a stain was left on their honour. That vengeance 
which the impotent hand of the magistrate could not inflict, 
their own could easily execute. Under a government so feeble, 
men assumed, as in a state of nature, the right of judging and 
redressing their own wrongs. And thus asaaasinationy a crime 
of all others the most destructive to society, came not only to 
be allowed, but to be deemed honourable." In another passage 
he observes, '^ That mankind became thus habituated to blood, 
not only in times of war, but of peace ; and from this, as well 
as other causes, contracted an amazing ferocity of temper and 
of manners." 

II. The second cause I mentioned of the apparent diversity 
among mankind in their moral judgments, is the diversity in 
their speculative opinions. 

The manner in which this cause operates will appear obvious 



mn illiistration of the moral sentimenta 
of our aoceston. They are ezpresaed 
with a na%vet€ which placet in a strong 
light both the moral and refigiooi prin- 
cipleaof that age. 



** Ai for this Oudinal, I gnnt, 
H« WM a man w well in%ht mitt: 

Ood wtU/orpive Utoont 
Bat of aMotb, th« tnitb to mj, 
Altbo' tbo loon bo w«U awaj, 

Tbt fM( WM fooUy done** 
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if it be considered, that nature, by the suggestions of our moral 
principles, only recommends to us particular endsj but leaves it 
to our reason to ascertain the most effectual means by which 
these ends are to be attained. Thus nature points out to us 
our own happiness, and also the happiness of our fellow- 
creatures, as objects towards the attainment of which our best 
exertions ought to be directed ; but she has left us to exercise 
our reason, both in ascertaining what the constituents of happi- 
ness are, and how they may be most completely secured. 
Hence, according to the different points of view in which these 
subjects of consideration may appear to different imderstand- 
ings, there must of necessity be a diversity of judgments with 
respect to the morality of the same addons. One man, for 
example, believes, that the happiness of society is most effec- 
tually consulted by an implicit obedience in dU cases to the 
will of the civil magistrate. Another, that the mischief to be 
apprehended from resistance and insurrection in cases of urgent 
necessity are trifling when compared with those which may 
result to ourselves and our posterity from an established despo- 
tism. The former will of course be an advocate for the duty of 
passive obedience ; the latter for the right^ and in certain sup- 
posable cases for the obligation of resistance. Both of these 
men, however, agree in the general principle, that it is our duty 
to promote to the utmost of our power the happiness of society; 
and they differ from each other only on a speculative question 
of expediency. 

In like manner there is a wide diversity between the moral 
systems of ancient and modern times on the subject of suicide. 
Both, however, agree in this, that it is the duty of man to obey 
the will of his Creator, and to consult every intimation of it 
that his reason can discover, as the supreme law of his conduct. 
They differed only in their speculative opinions concerning the 
interpretation of the will of God, as manifested by the dispen- 
sations of his providence in the events of human life. The 
prejudices of the ancients on this subject were indeed founded 
in a very partial and erroneous view of circumstances, (arising, 
however, not unnaturally from the unsettled state of society in 
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the ancient republics ;) but tbey only afford an additional in- 
stance of the numerous mistakes to which human reason is 
liable ; not of a fluctuation in the judgments of mankind con- 
cerning the fundamental rules of moral duty. 

IIL The different moral import too of the same material 
action, under different systems of external behaviour, deserves 
particular attention, in forming an estimate of the moral senti- 
ments of different ages and nations. 

This difference is chiefly owing to two causes : — ^First, to the 
different conceptions of happiness and misery, — of what is to 
be desired and shunned, — ^which men are led to fonn in dif- 
ferent states of society. Secondly, to the effect of accident, 
which, as it leads men to speak different languages in different 
countries, so it leads them to express the same dispositions of 
the heart by different external observances. 

III. (L) Where the opinions of mankind vary concerning 
the external circumstances that constitute happiness, the ex- 
ternal expressions of benevolence must vary of course. Thus, 
in the fact referred to by Locke concerning the Indians in the 
neighbourhood of Hudson's Bay, the wishes of the aged parent 
being different from what we are accustomed to observe in this 
part of the world, the marks of filial affection on the part of 
the child must vary also. '^ In some countries honour is asso- 
ciated with suffering, and it is reckoned a favour to be killed 
with circumstances of torture. Instances of this occur in the 
manners of some American nations, and in the pride which an 
Indian matron feels when placed on the funeral-pile of her 
deceased husband.''^ In such cases an action may have to us 
all the external marks of extreme cruelty, while it proceeded 
from a disposition generous and affectionate. 

m. (ii.) A difference in the moral import of the same action 
often arises from the same accidental causes which lead men, 

^ See Dr. Fergason's PrindpUs of Moral and Political Sciemse, YoL II. 
p. 141- [Part n. chap. ii. sect. 4.] 
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in different parts of the globe, to express the same ideas by 
different arbitrary signs. 

What happens in the trifling forms and ceremonies of be- 
haviour may serve to illustrate the operation of the same causes 
on more important occasions. ^^ In the general principles of 
urbanity, politeness, or civility, we may venture to assert, that 
the opinions of all nations are agreed ; but in the expression of 
this disposition we meet with endless varieties. In Europe, it 
is the form of respect to uncover the head ; in Japan, the cor- 
responding form is said to be to uncover the foot by dropping 
the slipper.^ Persons unacquainted with any language but 
their own are apt to think the words they use natural and fixed 
expressions of things ; while the words of a different language 
they consider as mere jargon, or the result of caprice. In the 
same manner, forms of behaviour different from their own 
appear offensive and irrational, or a perverse substitution of 
absurd for reasonable manners. 

^^ Among the varieties of this sort, we find actions, gestures, 
and forms of expression in their own nature indifferent, entered 
into the code of civil or religious duties, and enforced under 
the strongest sanctions of public censure or esteem ; or under 
the strongest denunciations of the Divine indignation or favour. 

" Numberless ceremonies and observances in the ritual of 
different sects are to be accounted for on the same principles 
which produce the diversity of names or signs for the same 
thing in the vocabulary of different languages. Thus, the 
generality of Christians when they pray take off their hats ; the 
Jews when they pray put them on. Such acts, how strongly 
soever they may affect the imaginations of the multitude, may 
justly be considered as part of the arbitrary language of parti- 
cular countries ; implying no diversity whatever in the ideas or 
leelings of those among whom they are established."" 

^ " Even here," Sir Joshua Reynolds kneeling, prostration, palling off the 

ingeniously remarks, " we may perhaps npper part of the dress, or throwing 

observe a general idea running through aside the lower." — [DiscaurseB.] 

all the varieties ; to wit, the general • See Dr. Ferguson's Principle of 

idea of making the body less in token of Moral and PoUHoal PhUoaophy, Vol. IL 

respect, whether by bowing the body, lyp. 142, 143. [Part IL chap. ii. sect. 4. | 
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As a farther proof of the impossibility of judging of the 
general character of a people from their opinions concerning 
the morality of particular actions, we may observe, that, in 
some of the writings of the ancient moralists, we meet with the 
most refined and sublime precepts blended promiscuously with 
dissuasives from the most shocking and detestable crimes ; in 
one sentence, perhaps, a precept which may be read with ad- 
vantage by the most enlightened of the present times ; and in 
the next, a dissuasive from some crime which no one now could 
be supposed to perpetrate, who was not arrived at the last stage 
of depravity. The following quotations from the IIOIHMA 
NOreETIKON, ascribed to Phocyllides,i will sufficiently 
illustrate this remark. I shall transcribe them in a very literal 
Latin version, and would have endeavoured to bring them 
within the reach of a still wider circle of my readers by means 
of an English translation, if the simplicity of expression in the 
two learned languages had admitted of a literal version into 
our own tongue. 

" Primnm Deum cole, postea yerd tuos parentes. 
OmniboB josta tribae, neqae judiciam ad gratiam trahe. 
Ne abjicias panpertatem, ii\jii8te ne jadica personam : 
Quod si tu male judicaveria, Deos te postea judicabit 
Mendico statim da, neqae eras yenire jube, 
Exolem in domnm excipe, et cncom dnc in yiam. 
Kaafragornm miserere, qnoniam nayigatio incerta est. 
Communis casus omnium ; yita trocbus ; instabilii felidtaf. 
Bint in pari bonore adyensB cum civibus ; 
Omnes enim panpertatem experimur yagam, 
Beg^oque nullum stabile babet solum bominibus. 
Qai yolens injuste agit mains yir est ; sed qui ex necessitate, 
Non dioo prorsus malum ; sed institutum examina ciyusque. 
InfantuUs tenellis ne yiolenter manum corripueris ; 
Neque mulier conceptum fcetum corrumpat in yentre, 
Keque post partum canibns prqjiciat aut yulturibus lacerandum. 
Keque ullus soss coi\jugi grayidsB manum afSBrat.** 

' Fhocyllides, a Greek poet and pbi- some writer contemporary with Adrian 

losopher, flourished about 540 years or Tngan. But tUs does not render 

before the Christian era. The poem, the aboye quotations the less applioabla 

howeyer, which passes under his name, to our present purpose, 
is supposed to haye been the work of 
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After this follow some dissuasives from crimes too shocking 
to be named ; and immediately after the following beautiful 
maxims. 

" Tanm ama coojugem. Quid enim suavioB et prsBstantiaf 
Qaam si viro consentit cbara uxor asque ad aenectam, 
Et maritus sun azori| neqae inter eos incidit contentio. 
BoTerere canos oircnm tempora, cedeqae senibua 
8ede et honoribas omniboB ; nata Terd preetantem 
Senem, aequalem patria, paribus cmn patre, bonoribua Tenerare. 
Servum ne kodas maledictis deferendo apud bemm. 
Accipe vel a senro, si recte sapiat, consilium." 

I have dwelt very long on this subject, because, if it be pain- 
ful to be staggered in our belief of the immutability of moral 
distinctions by the first aspect of the History of Mankind, it 
affords a tenfold pleasure to those who feel themselves inter- 
ested in the cause of morality, when they find, on an accurate 
examination, that those facts on which sceptics have laid the 
greatest stress, are not only consistent with the moral constitu- 
tion of man, but result necessarily from this constitution, diver- 
sified in its effects according to the different circumstances in 
which the individual is situated. To trace in this manner the 
essential principles of the human frame, amidst the various dis- 
guises it borrows from accidental causes, is one of the most 
interesting employments of philosophical curiosity ; nor is there 
perhaps a more satisfactory gratification to a liberal mind than 
when it recognises, under the superstition, the ignorance, and 
the loathsome sensualities of savage life, the kindred features 
of humanity, and the indelible vestiges of that divine image 
after which man was originally formed. One of the most 
pleasing facts of this kind that I have met with, is mentioned 
by Sparman, in his Travels through the Southern Parts of 
AJrica, where he had occasion to visit a tribe of men, whom 
we are accustomed to consider as sunk, by the grossness and 
brutishness of their manners, to the lowest point in the scale of 
civilisation ; and with this fact, (which I shall state in Spar- 
man's own words, without any comment,) I shall at present 
dismiss this part of our argument 
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^A Hottentot is rich in proportion to the number of his 
cattle ; but the richest is clothed, fed, and attended, no better 
than the poor ; more trinkets of brass, of shells, or of beads ; 
more fat in dressing his victuals, or in anointing his body ; the 
honour or advantage of being able to maintain more servants 
or cowherda And that which constitutes the distinction of 
rank in this simple race of men is the divine pleasure of doing 
good to his feUow-creatures." 



CHAPTER IV. 

CONTINUATION OF THE REMARKS ON THE OBJECTIONS STATED BT 
DIFFERENT WRITERS TO THE REALITY AND IliMUTABILITT OF 
MORAL DISTINCTIONS, AND TO THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE 
MORAL FACULTY AMONG MANKIND. 

The doctrines on this subject which I have hitherto been 
endeavouriDg to refute, (how erroneous soever in their prin- 
ciples, and dangerous in their consequences,) have been main- 
tained by some writers who certainly were not unfriendly in 
their views to the interests of virtue and of mankind. In proof 
of this, I need only mention the name of Mr. Locke, who, in 
the course of a long and honourable life, distinguished himself 
no less by the exemplaiy worth of his private character, and 
by his ardent zeal for civil and religious liberty, than by the 
depth and originality of his philosophical speculations. His 
errors, however, ought not, on these accounts, to be treated with 
reverence ; but, on the contrary, they require a more carefiil and 
severe examination, in consequence of the high authority they 
derive from his genius and his virtues. And, accordingly, I 
have enlarged on such of his opinions as seemed to me favourable 
to sceptical views concerning the foundation of morals, at much 
greater length than the ingenuity or plausibility of his reason- 
ings in support of them may appear to some to have merited. 

To these opinions of Locke, Lord Shaftesbury has alluded in 
various parts of his works with a good deal of indignation ; and 
particularly in the following passage of his Advice to an Author. 
** One would imagine that our philosophical writers, who pre- 
tend to treat of morals, should far outdo our poets in recom- 
mending virtue, and representing what is /air and amiable in 
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human actions. One would imagine, that, if they turned their 
eyes towards remote countries, (of which they affect so much to 
speak,) they should search for that simplicity of manners, and 
innocence of behaviour, which has been often known among 
mere savages, ere they were corrupted by our commerce, and, 
by sad example, instructed in all kinds of treachery and inhu- 
manity. 'Twould be of advantage to us to hear the cause of 
this strange corruption in ourselves, and be made to consider of 
our deviation from nature, and from that just purity of manners 
which might be expected, especially from a people so assisted 
and enlightened by religion. For who would not naturally 
expect more justice, fidelity, temperance, and honesty from 
Christians than from Mahometans or mere Pagans ? But so 
far are our modem moralists from condemning any unnatural 
vices or corrupt manners, whether in our own or foreign cli- 
mates^ that they would have vice itself appear as natural as 
virttie ; and, from the worst examples, would represent to us, 
^ that all actions are naturally indifferent ; that they have no 
note or character of good or ill in themselves, but are distin- 
guished by mere fashion, law, or arbitrary decree.' Wonderful 
philosophy ! raised from the dregs of an illiterate mean kind, 
which was ever despised among the great ancients, and rejected 
by all men of action or sound erudition ; but, in these ages, 
imperfectly copied from the original, and, with much disad- 
vantage, imitated and assumed in common, both by devout and 
indevout attempters in the moral kind."'*' 

Besides these incidental remarks on Locke, which occur in 
different parts of Shaftesbury's writings, there is a letter of his 
addressed to a student at the university, which relates almost 
entirely to the opinion we have been considering, and contains 
some excellent observations on the subject 

In this letter Lord Shaftesbury observes, that ''all those 
called free toriters now-a-days have espoused those principles 
which Mr. Hobbes set a-foot in this last age." — " Mr. Locke," 
he continues, '' as much as I honour him on account of other 
writings, (on government, policy, trade, coin, education, tolera- 

• [Part III. sect. m.-'-CharadentUet, Vol. I. p. 850, ed. 1711.] 
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tioD, &c.^ and as well as I knew him, and can answer for his 
sincerity as a most zealous Christian and believer, did however 
go in the self-same track, and is followed by the Tindals, and 
all the other ingenious free authors of our time. 

**Twas Mr. Locke that struck the home-blow; for Mr. 
Hobbes's character and base slavish principles of government 
took off the poison of his philosophy. Twas Mr. Locke that 
struck at all fundamentals, threw all order and virtue out of 
the world, and made the very ideas of these (which are the same 
with those of Gk>D) unnatural, and without foundation in our 
minds. Innate is a word he poorly plays upon ; the right word, 
though less used, is conntxturoL For what has birth, or pro- 
gress of the/cB^ out of the womb, to do in this case ? The 
question is not about the time the ideas entered, or the moment 
that one body came out of the other,| but whether the constitu- 
tion of man be such, I that, being adult and grown up, at such 
or such a time, sooner or later, (no matter when,) the idea and 
sense of order, administration, and a Ood, wiU not infallibly, 
inevitably, necessarily spring up in him."*** 

In this last remark. Lord Shaftesbury appears to me to place 
the question concerning innate ideas upon the right and only 
philosophical footing, and to afford a key to all the confusion 
which runs through Locke's argument on the subject The ob- 
servations which follow are not less just and valuable ; but I 
must not indulge myself in any farther extracts at present^ 



* [See Letters to a Student at the 
Universityt Letter viii.] 

^ Notwithstanding, howeTcr, the coun- 
tenance which Locke's reasonings against 
innate practical principles have the ap- 
pearance of giving to the philosophy of 
Hobbes, I have not a doubt that the 
difference of opinion between bim and 
Lord Shaftesbury on this point was 
almost entirely verbal. Of this I have 
elsewhere produced ample proofs ; but 
the following passage will suffice for my 
present purpose. " I would not be mis- 
taken, as if, because I deny an innate 
law, I thought there were none but po- 



sitive laws. There is a great deal of 
difference between an innate law and a 
law of naturet between something im- 
printed on our minds in their very ori- 
ginal, and something that we, being 
ignorant of, may attain to the knowledge 
of, by the use and due application of our 
natural faculties. And I think they 
equally forsake the truth, who, running 
into the contrary extremes, either affirm 
an innate law, or deny that there is a 
law knowable by the light of nature, 
without the help of a positive revelation.'* 
—Locke's Works, Vol. I. p. 44. (Law's 
Svo edit.) [Essay, B. L eh. iii. sect. 13.] 
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These passages of Shaftesbury, m some of which the warmth 
of his temper has betrayed him into expressions disrespectful to 
Locke, have drawn on him a number of very severe animad- 
versions, particularly from Warburton, in the preface to his 
Divine Legation of Moses. But although Shaftesbury's personal 
allusions to Locke cannot be justified, some allowance ought to 
be made for the indignation of a generous mind at a doctrine 
which (however well meant by the proposer) strikes at the very 
root of morality. In tliis instance, too, it b not improbable 
that the discussion of the general argument may have added to 
the asperity of his style, by reviving the memory of the private 
controversies which, it is presumable, had formerly been carried 
on between Locke and him on this important subject It is 
well known that Shaftesbury was Locke's pupil, and also that 
their tempers and literary tastes were not suitable to each other. 
In this it is commonly 8uppoBed that the former waa to blame ; 
but, I presume, not wholly. Dr. Warton tells us, '^ that Mr. 
Locke affected to despise poetry, and that he depreciated the 
ancients; which circumstance," he adds, '^ as I am informed 
from undoubted authority, was the subject of perpetual discon- 
tent and dispute between him and his pupil Lord Shaftesbury."^ 
That Shaftesbury was not insensible to Locke's real merits, ap- 
pears sufficiently from a passage in his first Letter to a Student 
at (he University. ** However, I am not sorry that I lent you 
Locke's Essay f a book that may as well qualify men for business 
and the world as for the sciences and the university. No one 
has done more towards the recalling of philosophy from bar- 
barity into use and practice of the world, and into the company 
of the better and politer sort, who might well be ashamed of it 
in its other dress. No one has opened a better and clearer way 
to reasoning." 

The theories concerning the origin of our moral ideas which 
we are now to consider, although they agree in many respects 
with that of Locke and his followers, have yet proceeded from 
very different views and intentions. They also involve some 

^ Euaif on the Oemus and Writmgi o/Bjpe. 



256 PHILOSOPHY OF THE MORAL POWERS. — B. n. THE RATIONAL. 

principles that are peculiar to themselves, and which, therefore, 
render a separate examination of them necessary for the com- 
plete illustration of this fundamental article of ethics. They 
have been distinguished by Mr. Smith by the name of the 
licentums systems of morcHs^ — ^a name which certainly cannot 
be censured as too harsh, when applied to those which main- 
tain that the motives of all men are fundamentally the same, 
and that what we commonly call virtue is mere hypocrisy. 

Among the licentious moralists of modem times, the most 
celebrated are, the Duke of la Bochefoucauld, author of the 
Maadms and Moral Reflections, and Dr. Mandeville, author of 
the FabU of the Bees, By the generality of our English philo- 
sophers, these two writers are commonly coupled together as 
advocates for the same system, although their views and their 
characters were certainly extremely different In the first 
editions of Mr. Smith's Theory , he speaks of a licentious doc- 
trine concerning morality, which, he says, ^^ was first sketched 
by the delicate pencil of the Duke of la Bochefoucauld, and 
was afterwards enforced by the coarse but powerful eloquence 
of Dr. Mandeville." In the last [or sixtW] edition of that work 
the name of La Bochefoucauld is omitted, from Mr. Smith's 
deliberate conviction that it was unjust to his memory to class 
him with an author whose wiitings tend directly to confound 
all our ideas of moral distinctions. On this point I speak 
from personal knowledge, having been requested by Mr. Smith, 
when I happened to be at Paris some years before his death, 
to express to the late excellent and unfortunate Duke of la 
Bochefoucauld his sincere regret for having introduced the 
name of his ancestor and that of Dr. Mandeville in the same 
sentence. 

The Duke of la Bochefoucauld, author of the Maxims, was 
born in 1613, and died in 1680. The early part of his educa- 
tion was neglected ; but the disadvantages he laboured under 
in consequence of this circumstance, he in a great measure 
overcame by the force of his own talents. According to Madam 
de Maintenon, who knew him well, '^ he was possessed of a 

* [Thiory of Moral SentitnentSf Part YII. sect. ii. chap. 4.] 
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countenance prepossessing and interesting ; of manners grace- 
ful and dignified ; of much genius, and little acquired know- 
ledge." The same excellent judge adds of him, that " he was 
intriguing, accommodating, and cautious; but that she had 
never known a friend more firm, more open, or whose counsels 
were of greater value. He loved raillery; and used to say, 
that personal bravery appeared to him nothing better than folly ; 
and yet he himself was brave to an extreme. He preserved to 
the last the vivacity of his mind, which was always agreeable, 
though naturally serious." 

In the share which he took in the political transactions of 
his times, he discovered a facility to engage in intrigues, with- 
out much steadiness in the pursuit of his object This^ at 
least, is a remark made on him by the Cardinal de Betz, who, 
in a portrait of him drawn with a mtisterly, though somewhat 
prejudiced hand, ascribes the apparent inconsistencies of his 
conduct to a natural want of resolution. A later writer,^ more 
favourable to his memory, has attempted to account for them 
with much plausibility, by that superiority of penetration, and 
that rigid integrity, which all his contemporaries allow to have ^ 
been distinguishing features in his character; and which, 
though not sufficient to keep him wholly disengaged from in- 
trigues in a court where everything was put in motion by the 
spirit of party, rendered him soon disgusted with the pretended 
patriotism and the selfish politics of those with whom he acted. 
Accordingly, although he was induced by the force of early 
connexions, and a natural facility of temper, to involve himself 
during a part of his life in public afiairs, and more pailicularly, 
to become a tool of the Duchess of Longueville in the cabals of 
the Fronde, his own taste seems to have attached him to a 
more private scene, where he could enjoy in freedom the society 
and friendship of a few chosen companions. Towards the end 
of his life he spent much of his time at the house of Madame 
de la Fayette, which appears, from the letters of her friend 
Madame de S^vign^ to have been, at that period, the resort of 
all persons distinguished for wit and refinement It was in the 

1 M. Snard. 
VOL. VI. R 
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midst of this chosen society that he composed his Memoirs of 
the Regency of Ann of Austria^ and also his Moral Rejlections 
and Maxima. 

Of these two works the former is written with much elegance, 
and with a great appearance of sincerity ; but the events which 
it records are uninteresting in the present age. Bayle, in his 
Dictionary^ gives it the preference to the Commentariea of 
CsBsar ; but the judgment of the public has not been equally 
favourable. ** The Memoirs of the Due de la Rochefoucauld," 
says Voltaire in his account of the writers of the age of Louis 
XIV., "are read; but every one knows his Maxims by heart" 
In fact, it is almost entirely by these Maxims (which, as 
Montesquieu observes, have become ihe proverbs of men oftvit) 
that the name of La Bochefoucauld is known ; and it must be 
confessed that few performances have acquired to their authors 
a higher or more general reputation. **One of the works,* 
says Voltaire, " which contributed most to form the taste of 
the nation to a justness and precision of thought and expres- 
sion, was the small collection of maxims by Francis Duke of 
la Bochefoucauld. Although there is but one idea in the 
book, that self-love is the spring of all our actions, yet this idea 
is presented in so great a variety of forms as to be always 
amusing. When it first appeared, it was read with avidity ; 
and it contributed, more than any other performance since the 
revival of letters, to accustom writers to indulge themselves in 
an originality of thought, and to improve the vivacity, pre- 
cision, and delicacy of French composition. 

That the tendency of these maxims is, upon the whole, un- 
favourable to morality ; and that they always leave a disagree- 
able impression on the mind, must, I think, be granted.^ At 

^ Mr. Spence, in his Anecdotei^ as- it in Spence's words. " As L'Esprit,* 
cribes to Mr. Pope a remark on La La Rocbefoucaald, and that sort of 
Rochefoncauld, which does no small people, prove that all virtnes are dis- 
honour to the poet's shrewdness and guised vices, I wonld engage to prove all 
knowledge of human nature. I quote vices to be disguised virtues. Neither 

* Pope here had probably in riew Jaetptts Etprit, author of a book o&titled FcmneUt du Fertm 
Httmaines, (2 toIs. Parif, 1678,) which is laid to be nothing more than a doll commentaiy on La 
Bochefoacauld'f maxims. (Biog. Universdle, Article Etprit.) 
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the same time, it may be fairly questioned if the motives of the 
author have in general been well understood, either by his 
admirers or by his opponents. In affirming that self-love is 
the spring of all our actions, there is no good reason for sup- 
posing that he meant to deny the reality of moral distinctions 
as a philosophical truth, — a supposition quite inconsistent with 
his own fine and deep remark, that hypocrisy is itself a homage 
which vice renders to virtue. He states it merely as a propo- 
sition, which, in the course of his experience as a man of the 
world, he had found very generally verified in the higher classes 
of society, and which he was induced to announce, without any 
qualification or restriction, in order to give more force and 
poignancy to his satire. In adopting this mode of writing he 
has unconsciously conformed himself, like many other French 
authors, who have since followed his example,^ to a suggestion 



indeed is true; bat this would be a 
more agreeable Bubject, and woald over- 
tarn their wbole echeme.'* — See Spence's 
AneedoUB cf Men and Bookt, Malone'i 
Edition. 

The above remark of Pope coincides 
in labstance with a criticism of La 
Harpe on La Rochefoucauld*! maxims. 

" Non sealement cet ouvrage attriste 
et fl^trit r&me, mais il a an g^rand d4- 
faut en morale : C'est de ne montrer le 
coBor humain que sous an jour d6- 
favourable. II 7 auroit peut-ltre tout 
autant de sagacity, et surement beau- 
coup plus de justice k demeler aussi ce 
qn'il 7 a dans I'homme de noble et de 
▼ertneux. Croit on que la yertu ne 
garde pas souvent son secret tout aussi 
bien que Tamour propre, et qa*il n*7 ait 
pas autant de merite k Pappercevoir?" 
— LyeSe^ Tom. X. p. 299. 

^ Thus it has oflen been said by 
French writers, that "No man i$ a 
hero to Mi valet de chambre;" and the 
maxim, when properly understood, has 
some foundation in truth. It probably 
was meant by its original author to refer 
only to those petty drcumstances of 



temper and behaviour which, without 
affecting the essentials of character, 
have a tendency to diminish, on a near 
approach, the theatrical effect of great 
men. It has, however, been frequently 
quoted as implying that there tfre none 
whose virtues will bear a close examina- 
tion ; in which acceptation, it is not 
more injurious to human nature than it 
is contrary to fact. How much mors 
profound, as well as more pleasing, is 
the remark of Plutarch ! " Beal virtue 
is most loved where it is most nearly 
seen, and no respect which it commands 
from strangers can equal the never- 
ceasing admiration it excites in the 
daily intercourse of domestio life."— 
(Lijfe of Beridet.) It is indeed true, 
that some men, who are admired by the 
world, appear to most advantage when 
viewed at a distance ; but, on the other 
hand, may it not be contended, that many 
who are objects of general odium would 
be found, if examined more nearly, not 
to be destitute of estimable and amiable 
qualities ? May we not even go farther, 
and assert that the very worst of men 
have a mixture of good in their compo- 
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which Aristotle has stated with admirable depth and acuteness 
in his Rhetoric, ^^ Sentences or apophthegms lend much aid to 
eloquence. One reason of this is, that they flatter the pride of 
the hearers, who are delighted, when the speaker, making use 
of general language, touches upon opinions which they had 
before known to be true in part . . . Thus, a person who had 
the misfortune to live in a bad neighbourhood, or to have worth- 
less children, would easily assent to the speaker who should 
affirm that ^Nothing is more vexatious than neighbours,' or, 
^Nothing more irrational than to bring children into the world,'"* 
This observation of Aristotle, while it goes far to account for 
the imposing and dazzling effect of these rhetorical exaggera- 
tions, ought to guard us against the common and popular error 
of mistaking them for the serious and profound generalizations 
of science. As for La Rochefoucauld, we know, from the best 
authorities, that in private life he was a conspicuous example 
of all those moral qualities of which he seemed to deny the 
existence;^ and that he exhibited, in this respect, a striking 
contrast to the Cardinal de Retz, who has presumed to censure 
him for his want of faith in the reality of virtue.^ 

In reading La Rochefoucauld, it should never be forgotten 
that it was within the vortex of a court he enjoyed his chief 
opportunities of studying the world, and that the narrow and 
exclusive circle in which he moved was not likely to afford him 
the most favourable specimens of human nature in general. 
Of the court of Louis XIV. in particular, we are told by a very 
nice and reflecting observer, (Madame de la Fayette,) that 



sitioD, and to ezprees a doabt whether 
human nature would gain or lose upon 
a thorough acquaintance with the con- 
duct and motives of individuals. 

* [Lib. II. cap. xxii. g 4.] 

^ In several of his maxims, for in- 
stance, he is at pains to depreciate the 
virtue of courage, and speaks of it in 
a way that might lead a careless reader 
to suspect that he felt in himself a de- 
ficiency of this quality. Yet we learn 
from his personal enemy, the Cardinal 



de Retz, that he was extremely brave, 
" U n*a jamais ^te guerrier, quoiqnil 
fut tr^s Boldat" — MimaireSf Tom. I. p. 
312. 

"II aimoit a railler,** says Madame 
de Maintenon, "il disoit que la hro" 
voure pereonelle liUparoUaoit unefoUe; 
et il 6toit pourtant tres brave." — Letter* 
of Madame de McnjUenon. 

* " Ses maximes ne marquent paa 
assez de foi & la verta.*' — J 
Tom. I. p. 183. 
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^' ambition and gallantry were the sotd, actuating alike both 
men and women. So many contending interests, so many dif- 
ferent cabals were constantly at work, and in all of those 
women bore so important a part, that love was always mingled 
with business, and business with love. Nobody was tranquU or 
indifferent Every one studied to advance himself by pleasing, 
serving, or ruining others. Idleness and languor were unknown, 
and nothing was thought of but intrigues or pleasurea''*** 

In the passage already quoted from Voltaire, he takes notice 
of the effect of La Rochefoucauld's Maxima in improving the 
style of French composition. We may add to this remark, 
that their effect has not been less sensible in vitiating the tone 
and character of French phUosophy, by bringing into vogue 
those false and degrading representations of human nature, and 
of human life, which have prevailed in that country more or 
less for a centuiy past Mr. Addison, in one of the papers of 
the TatlcTy expresses his indignation at this general bias among 
the French writers of his age. " It is impossible," he observes, 
'^ to read a passage in Plato, or TuUy, or a thousand other 
ancient moralists, without being a greater and better man for 
it On the contrary, I could never read any of our modish 
French authors, or those of our own country, who are the 
imitators and admirers of that nation, without being for some 
time out of humour with myself, and at everything about me. 
Their business is to depreciate human nature, and to consider 
it under the worst appearances ; they give mean interpretations 
and base motives to the worthiest of actions. In short, they 
endeavour to make no distinction between man and man, or 
between the species of man and that of the brutes."^ 

From this time downwards we may trace the rise and pro- 
gress of that disposition to persiflage^ which has been so long 
characteristical of the higher orders in France, and which, a 
few years ago, some individuals in our own country were so 

• [Htat. d'HenrieUe, &c.] tation to the Supplement to ihe Encff- 

^ [Tatler, No. 103.] — Some of tbe etopcedia Briianmcttf by the author of 

foregoing remarks on La Roohefoacaald this work. — [See aboyOi WorJu, Vol. I. 

are copied from the Preliminaiy Ditter- p. 110.] 
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ambitious to copy. In France it seems to have attained to its 
greatest gloiy during the gay and unprincipled period of the 
regency ; and ever since it has left sensible effects, not only on 
the tone of fashionable society^ but on the spirit of most philo- 
sophical theories. Its principles are too fugitive to be reduced 
to any system ; but fortunately a faithful and lively portrait of 
it is preserved for the information of posterity in one of the 
comedies of Gresset. The following speech of Cleon in the 
Mechant is an invaluable document for the histoiy of French 
manners, (now, alas ! too widely diffused all over the civilized 
world,) during the greater part of the eighteenth century. 

-' Oh I bon, quelle folie I etea tous de cei gens 
Soapfonneux, ombrageax ? Croyez-TOHB aux m^obaiiB ? 
Et r^alises-TOOB cet etre imaginaire, 
Ce petit pr^JQg^ qui ne ya qa*aa vulgaire? 
Pour moi, je n'j crois pas, (soit dit sans int^ret,) 
Tout le monde est m^hant, et personne ne I'est. 
On Te9oit et Ton rend ; on est & pen prds qnitte ; — 
Parles-TOUB des propos? Comme il est ni m^rite, 
Ni goOt, ni jngement, qui ne soit contredit, 
Que rien n*est vrai sur rien, qu*importe ce qu'on dit? 
Tel sera nion b^ros, et tel sera le T6tre : 
I/Aigle d*une maison n'est qu*un sot dans un autre. 
Je dis ici qu'Eraste est un mauvais plaisant ; 
Eh bien ! on dit ailleurs qu*Eraste est amnsant. 
8i vous parlez et des faits et des tracasseries, 
Je n'y Tois dans le fond que des plaisanteries; 
£t si Yous attacbez du crime k tout cela, 
Beancoup d'bonnetes gens sent de ces fripons-l&. 
L*agr^ment couvre tout ; il rend tout legitime. 
Aujourd*hui dans le monde on ne connoit qu*un crime, 
C'est Tennui : pour le fuir tous les moyens sont bons. 
II gagneroit bientdt les meilleurs maisons, 
Si Pon s'aimoit si fort : Pamusement circule 
Par les preventions, les torts, le ridicule. 
Au reste cbacun parle et fait comme il Tentend ; 
Tout est mal, tout est bien : tout le monde est content.** ^ 

From the form in which La Rochefoucauld's Maxims are 
published, it is impossible to attempt a particular examination 

^ In subjoining a prose translation of to the merely English reader a general 
these exquisite verses, I need scarcely conception of the drift and subetance of 
say that I aim at nothing but to convey the original :— 
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of them ; nor, indeed, do I apprehend that such an examina- 
tion is necessary for any of the purposes which I have at pre- 
sent in view. So far as their tendency is unfavourable to the 
reality of moral distinctions, it is the same with that of Mande- 
ville's system ; and, therefore, the strictures I am now to oflFer 
on the latter writer may be applied with equal truth to the 
general conclusions which some have chosen to draw from the 
satirical observations of the former. 

Dr. Mandeville was bom in Holland, where he received his 
education both in medicine and in philosophy. He made liis 
first appearance in England about the beginning of the last 
century, and soon attracted very general attention by the viva- 
city and the licentiousness of his publications. One of his first 
performances was levelled at his own profession. It is entitled, 
A Treatise on the Hypochondriac and Hysteric Passions, in- 
terspersed tvith Discourses in the toay of Dialogue on the Art 
of Physic, and Remarks on the modem Practice of Physicians 
and Apothecaries. The work, however, by which he is best 



'* Good heavenB I what extraTagance ! 
Is it possible that 70a should belong to 
that sQspicious and jealous tribe who 
believe in the existence of the wicked f 
And that jonr fancy shoald realize to 
itself that phantom which is conjured 
up hj the low prejudices of the vulgar? 
For my own part, to speak impartially, 
my faith does not go quite so far. I 
consider everybody as bad, and nobody 
as bad. We all take and give, so as to 
balance our accounts pretty equally 
with each other. Do you speak of 
what passes in conversation ? As there 
is neither merit, nor taste, nor opinion, 
which does not furnish matter of dis* 
pute, — as there is nothing which can be 
pronounced true of anything, — of what 
consequence is it what one says? One 
man shall be my hero, and another shall 
be yours ; the idol of this house is the 
laughing-stock of the next. Here, for 
instance, I say of Ercute, that his at- 
tempts at wit are dull and pitifhl ; else- 



where you will find people that will tell 
you that they think Eratte an amusing 
companion. If you talk of the eietums 
of men, and are hurt with their in- 
trigues and duplicity, in tAesSi when 
examined to the bottom, I see nothing 
but a fund of entertainment to myself. 
And were you to attach to things of this 
sort tbe idea of erimet how many re- 
spectable men would you be forced to 
number with the knaves ? To be etgres- 
abU covers every fault, or serves as its 
apology. The only crime now known 
is ennuif and every thing is good which 
helps us to escape from it. Were 
people to feel any serious attachment 
to their friends, this evil would soon 
make its way into the best company ; 
for the circulation of amusement de- 
pends on prejudices, on calumnies, and 
on absurdities. In short, everybody 
now speaks and acts according to his 
own humour. All is wrong, all is right, 
and all the world is equally happy." 
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known, is a poem printed in 1714, with the title of The Grum- 
Uing Hive, or Knaves turned Honest ; upon which he after- 
wards wrote Remarks, and published the whole at London in 
1723. This book Was presented by the grand jury of Middlesex 
the same year, and was severely animadverted on soon after by 
some very eminent writers, particularly by Dr. Berkeley, Bishop 
of Glo3me, and by Dr. Hutcheson of Glasgow, in his various 
treatises on ethical subjects. 

To the Remarks on the Fable of the Bees, the author has 
prefixed an Inquiry into the Origin of Moral Virtue ; and it 
is to this inquiry that I propose to confine myself chiefly in the 
following strictures, as it exhibits his peculiar opinions con- 
cerning the principles of morals in a more systematical form 
than any of his other writings. In the course of the observa- 
tions which I have to ofier with respect to it, I shall perhaps 
be led to repeat one or two remarks which were already sug- 
gested by the doctrines of Locke. But for this repetition I 
hope that the importance of the subject will be a sufficient 
apology. 

The great object of Mandeville's Inquiry into (he Origin of 
Moral Virtue, is to show that all our moral sentiments are 
derived from education, and are the workmanship of politicians 
and lawgivers. " These," says he, " observing how selfish an 
animal man is, and how impossible, in consequence, it would 
be to retain numbers together in the same society without 
government, endeavoured to give his selfish principles a direc- 
tion useful to the public. For this purpose they have laboured 
in all ages to convince him that it is better to restrain than to 
indulge his appetites, and to consult the public interest than 
his own. The engine they employed in working upon him was 
^U^Ua^ flattery, which they addressed to Canity, \ one of the strongest 
W//^ principles of our nature. They contrasted man with the louder 
animals, and magnified the advantages he possesses over them. 
The human race they divided into two classes ; the mean and 
contemptible, who, after the example of the brutes, gratify 
every animal propensity ; and the generous and high-spirited, 
who disdaining these low gratifications, bent their study to 
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cultivate the nobler principles of our nature, and waged a con- 
tinual war with themselves to promote the happiness of others. 
In the case of men possessed of an extraordinary degree of 
pride and resolution, these representations of politicians and 
moralists were able to effectuate a complete conquest of their 
natural appetites and a complete contempt of their own visible 
interests ; and even the feeble-minded and abject would be un- 
willing to rank themselves in the class to which they really 
belonged, and would strive to conceal their imperfections from 
the world, by their forwardness to swell the cry in praise 
of self-denial and of public spirit. Such," says Mandeville, 
"t^xw, or at \eQ£^\might have 6ecn, I the manner after which /^TT* /*!***** 
savage man was broke ; and what we call the moral virtues 
are merely the political offspring which flattery begot upon 
pride." , 

I shall not insist on the absurdity of supposing, that govern- 
ment is an invention of political wisdom, and not the natural 
result of man's constitution, and of the circumstances in which 
he is placed. This, however improbable, is one of the least 
absurdities of Mandeville's system. Its capital defect consists 
in supposing, that the origin of our moral virtues may be 
accounted for from the power of education; a fundamental 
error which is common to the system of Mandeville and that 
of Locke, as commonly understood by his followers, and which 
I had formerly occasion to refute at great length. I shall not 
therefore enlarge upon it at present, but shall confine myself to 
those parts of Mandeville's philosophy which are peculiar to 
himself. 

It appears from the passage formerly quoted, that the engine 
which Mandeville supposes politicians to employ for the pur- 
pose of creating the artificial distinction between virtue and 
vice, is vanity or pride, which two words he uses as synony- 
mous. He employs them likewise in a much more extensive 
sense than their common acceptation authorizes; to denote, 
not only an overweening conceit of our own character and 
attainments, or a weak and childish passion for the admiration 
of others, but that reasonable desire for the esteem of our 
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fellow-creatures which^ so far from being a weakDess, is a laad« 
able and respectable principle. 

The desire of esteem, and the dread of contempt, are un- 
doubtedly among the strongest principles of our nature ; but in 
good minds they are only subsidiary to the desire of excellence, 
nay, they cannot be effectually gratified if they are the first 
springs of our actions. To be pleased with the applause of 
others, it is not sufficient to possess the aj^fpearavi/ce of good 
qualities, we must possess the reality, A man of sense and 
delicacy is never more mortified that when he receives praise 
for qualities which he knows do not belong to him ; and he is 
comforted, under the mistaken censures of the world, by the 
consciousness he does not deserve them. A desire of applause 
may, without detracting from our merit, mingle itself with the 
more worthy motives of our conduct; but if it is the «o2e 
motive, the attainment of the object will never communicate a 
lasting satisfaction. 

" FalBOB honor juvat, et mendax infamia terret, 
Quenii nisi mendosnm et mendacem ?*'^ 

Vanity, in propriety of speech, denotes a weakness arising 
from a perversion of the desire of esteem. A man is vain who 
values himself on what is unworthy of regard, as the external 
distinctions of equipage or dress. He, too, is vain who wishes 
to pass in the world for what he really is not, and boasts of 
qualities which he does not possess. We also give the name of 
vanity to that weakness which disposes a man to be pleased 
with flattery, and which leads him not only to desire the esteem 
of others, but to place his happiness in public expressions of it. 
In every case, vanity denotes a weakness which is carefully to 
be distinguished from the love of true glory. 

Mandeville uses the word to express every sentiment of regard 
that we feel for the good opinion of others ; and, wherever this 
regard can be supposed to have had any influence on our con- 
duct he concludes that vanity was our principle of action. 

From these observations, added to those formerly made on 

1 Horace, Epiat. xvi. 39. 
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Locke, it follows, in the first place, That the whole of our moral 
sentiments cannot be accounted for from education. 2dly, That, 
by confounding together vanity^ and a reasonable regard to the 
esteem of our fellow-creatures, Mandeville has expressed the 
fundamental proposition of his system in terms so vague and 
ambiguous, as renders it impossible to form a distinct concep- 
tion of his meaning. And, 3dly, That even this reasonable and 
laudable desire of esteem cannot be effectually gratified, if it be 
the sole principle of our conduct; and therefore, cannot be the 
only source of our moral virtues. 

From the principle of vanity, Mandeville endeavours to ac- 
count for all the instances of Self-denial that have occurred in 
the world. But he is not satisfied with explaining away in this 
manner the reality of moral distinctions. He endeavours to 
show that human life is nothing but a scene of hypocrisy, and 
that there is really little or none of that self-denial to be found 
that some men lay claim to. In his theory of moral virtue, he 
seems to allow that education may not only teach a man to 
check his appetites in order to procure the esteem of others, but 
that it may teach him to consider such a conquest over the lower 
principles of his nature as noble in itself, and as elevating him 
still further than nature had done above the level of the brutes. 
^^ Those men," says he, '^ who have laboured to establish societies 
endeavoured, in the first place, to insinuate themselves into the 
hearts of men by fiattery, extolling the excellencies of our nature 
above other animals. They next began to instruct them in the 
notions of honour and shame, representing the one as the worst 
of all evils, and the other as the highest good to which mortals 
could aspire ; — which being done, they laid before them how 
unbecoming it was the dignity of such sublime creatures to be 
solicitous about gratifying those appetites which they had in 
conmion with the brutes, and at the same time unmindful of 
those higher qualities that gave them the pre-eminence over all 
visible beings. They, indeed, confessed that these impulses of 
nature were very pressing ; that it was troublesome to resist, 
and very difficult wholly to subdue them. But this they only 
used as an argument to demonstrate how glorious the conquest 
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of them was on the one hand, and how scandalous on the other 
not to attempt it" 

These argmnents, it is evident, are addressed to pride rather 
than to vanity ; and it is worthy of remark, that, though Man- 
deville never states the distinction between these two words, 
but, on the contrary, affects to consider them as synonymous, 
he plainly was aware of the import of both, and sometimes uses 
the one, and sometimes the other, as best suits his purpose. 
Thus, in the following passage, if the word vanity were substi- 
tuted instead of pride^ the impropriety could not escape the 
most careless reader. — '^ Such men, as from no other motive but 
their love of goodness^ perform a worthy action in silence, have, 
I confess, acquired more refined notions of virtue than those I 
have hitherto spoke of, yet even in these (with whom the world 
has never yet swarmed) we may discover no small symptoms of 
pride; and the humblest man alive must confess that the 
reward of a virtuous action, which is the satisfaction that ensues 
upon it, consists in a certain pleasure he procures to himself, by 
contemplating on his own worth ; which pleasure, tc^ther 
with the occasion of it, are as certain signs of jpnc2e, as looking 
pale and trembling at any imminent danger are the symptoms 
of fear." 

From these passages, however, it is abundantly clear that, in 
his Theory of Virtue, Mandeville admits the possibility of self- 
denial being exercised merely for the private gratification of the 
pride of the individual, without any regard to the opinions of 
other men. But, in his commentary on the Fable of the J?ee», 
he goes much further, and attempts to show that there is really 
no self-denial in the world, and that what we call a conquest is 
only a concealed indulgence of our passions. To establish this 
point, he avails himself of the ambiguity of language. The 
passion of sex he, in every case, calls lust ; everything which 
exceeds what is necessary for the support of life, he calls luxury ; 
and thus confounding the innocent and reasonable gratifications 
of our passions with their vicious excesses, he pretends to show 
that there is really no virtue among men. " There are some 
of our passions," says Mr. Smith, '^ which have no other names 
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except those which mark the disagreeable and offensive degrea 
The spectator is more apt to take notice of them in this degree 
than in any other. When they shock his own sentiments, when 
they give him some sort of antipathy and uneasiness, he is ne- 
cessarily obliged to attend to them, and is from thence naturally 
led to give them a name. When they fall in vnth the natural 
state of his own mind, he is very apt to overlook them alto- 
gether ; and either gives them no name at all, or, if he gives 
them any, it is one which marks rather the subjection and 
restraint of the passion, than the degree which it is still allowed 
to subsist in after it is so subjected and restrained. Thus, the 
common names of the love of pleasure, and of the love of sex, 
denote a vicious and offensive degree of those passions. The 
words temperance and chastity, on the other hand, seem to 
mark rather the restraint and subjection in which they are 
kept under, than the degree which they are still allowed to sub- 
sist in. When he can show, therefore, that they still subsist in 
some degree, he imagines he has entirely demolished the reality 
of the virtues of temperance and chastity, and shown them to be 
mere impositions upon the inattention and simplicity of man- 
kind. Those virtues, however, do not require an entire insensi- 
bility to the objects of the passions which they mean to govern. 
They only aim at restraining the violence of those passions 
so far as not to hurt the individual, and neither to disturb 
nor offend the society." 

^ It is the great fallacy of Dr. Mandeville's book to represent 
every passion as wholly vicious, which is so in any degree, and 
in any direction. It is thus that he treats everything as vanity 
which has any reference either to what are, or what ought to 
be, the sentiments of others ; and it is by means of this sophis- 
try that he establishes his favourite conclusion, that private 
vices are public benefits. If the love of magnificence, a taste 
for the elegant arts and improvements of human life, for what- 
ever is agreeable in dress, furniture, or equipage, for architec- 
ture, statuary, painting, and music, is to be regarded as luxury, 
sensuality, and ostentation, even in those whose situation allows^ 
without any inconveniency, the indulgence of those passions, it 
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is certain that luxury, sensuality, and ostentation are public 
benefits, since, without the qualities upon which he thinks 
proper to bestow such opprobrious names, the arts of refinement 
could never find employment, and must languish for want of 
encouragement Some popular ascetic doctrines which had 
been current before his time, and which placed virtue in the 
entire extirpation and annihilation of all our passions, were the 
real foundation of this licentious system. It was easy for Dr. 
Mandeville to prove, firsts that this entire conquest never ac- 
tually took place among men ; and, secondly, that, if it was to 
take place universally, it would be pernicious to society, by 
putting an end to all commerce and industry, and, in a manner, 
to the whole business of human life. By the first of these 
propositions he seemed to prove, that there was no real virtue, 
and that what pretended to be such was a mere cheat and im- 
position upon mankind ; and by the second, that private vices 
were public benefits, since without them no society could 
prosper or flourish,"* 

In the passage now quoted from Mr. Smith, a reference is 
made to a favourite opinion of Dr. Mandeville's, " that private 
vices are public benefits f* an opinion of which I have not 
hitherto had occasion to take notice, and which my present 
subject does not lead me particularly to examine. I shall 
therefore only remark, in addition to what Mr. Smith has said, 
that, in so far as Mandeville's reasonings on this point have 
any foundation in truth, they but authorize the following con- 
clusion, that there are cases in which the selfish passions of 
individuals lead to a conduct useful to society, and in which 
private vices are rendered sources of public prosperity, by that 
overruling power which in this, as in many other instances, 
brings good out of eviL 

But although it does not belong to my present subject to 
examine the truth of this very dangerous maxim, I cannot help 
remarking its striking inconsistency with the doctrine main- 
tained by the same author in his Inquiry concerning Virtue. 
In that performance the utility of what is commonly called 

• [Theory of Moral Sentimentit Part VII. sect. ii. chap. 4.] 
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ffirtue is uniformly supposed. " Politicians," we are told ex- 
pressly, " agreed to call everything which, without regard to the 
public, man should commit to gratify any of his appetites, vicCj 
if in that action there could be observed the least prospect that 
it might either be injurious to any of the society, or even 
render himself less serviceable to others: And to give the 
name of virtue to every performance by which man, contrary 
to the impulse of nature, should endeavour the benefit of others, 
or the conquest of his own passions, out of a rational ambition 
of being good." How are these definitions to be reconciled 
with the proposition, ^' that private vices are public benefits ?" 
I shall not enter into a more particular examination of Man- 
deville's doctrines. I cannot, however, leave the subject with- 
out observing, that the impression which the author's writings 
produce on the mind affords a sufficient refutation of his prin- 
ciples. It was considered by Cicero as a strong presumption 
against the system of Epicurus, that ^^it breathed nothing 
generous or noble," (nihil magnificum, nihil generosum 
sapit ;*) and the same presumption will be found to apply with 
tenfold force to that theory which has been now under our dis- 
cussion. If there be no real distinction between virtue and 
vice — ^if the account given by Mandeville of the constitution of 
our nature be a just one— why do bis reasonings render us 
dissatisfied with our own characters, or inspire us with a detes- 
tation and contempt for mankind ? Why do we turn with 
pleasure from the dark and uncomfortable prospects which he 
presents to us, to the delightful and elevating views of human 
nature which are exhibited in those philosophical systems 
which he attempts to explode ? It will be said, perhaps, that 
all this arises from pride or vanity. When we read Mande- 
ville we are ashamed of the species to which we belong ; while, 
on the contrary, our pride is gratified by those sublime but fal- 
lacious descriptions of disinterested virtue, with which the 
weakness or hypocrisy of some popular writers has flattered the 
moral enthusiasm of the multitude. But if Mandeville's ac- 
count of our nature be just, whence is it that we come to have 

• [D4 Fimbui, Lib. I. cap. vii.] 
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an idea of one class of qualities as more excellent and meritori- 
ous than another ? Why do we consider pride or vanity as a 
less worthy motive for our conduct than disinterested patriotism 
or friendship, or a determined adherence to what we believe to 
be our duty ? Why does human nature appear to us less 
amiable in his writings than in the writings of Addison ? or 
whence the origin of those opposite sentiments which the very 
names of Addison and of Mandeville inspire ? We shall admit 
the fact with respect to the actual depravity of man to be as he 
states it ; but does not the impression his system leaves on tho 
mind demonstrate that we are at least formed with the love 
and admiration of moral excellence, and that virtue was in- 
tended to be the law of our conduct ? The question concerning 
the actual attainments of man must not be confounded witii 
the question concerning the reality of moral distinctions. If 
Mandeville is successful in establishing his doctrine on the first 
of these points, the dissatisfaction his conclusions leave on the 
mind is sufficient to overturn his doctrine with respect to the 
latter. The remark of La Bochefoucauld, that " hypocrisy itsdf 
is an homage which vice renders to virtuel"* involves a satis- 
factory reply to all the arguments that have been ever drawn 
from the prevailing corruption of mankind against the moral 
constitution of human nature. 

It is the capital defect of this system to confound together 
the two questions I have just stated, and to substitute a satire 
on vice and folly instead of a philosophical account of those 
moral principles which form an essential part of our frame. 
That there is a great deal of truth mixed with the sophistry it 
contains, I am ready to acknowledge ; and if the author's re- 
marks had been thrown into the form of satires, many of them 
might have been useful to the world, by the light they throw 
on human character, and by the assistance which individuals 
may derive from them in examining their own motives of 
action. Some apology might have been made, in this case, for 
the colourings which the author's facts have borrowed from his 
imagination. The object of the satirist is to reform ; and for 

* [ifcmmef.] 
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this purpose it may sometimes be of use to exaggerate the pre- 
vailiDg rices and follies of the time, in order to contrast more 
strongly what mankind are^ with what they migld and (mght 
to be. But the satirist who wishes well to his species, while 
he indulges his indignation against prevailing corruptions, will 
recollect, that, if his censures are just, they presuppose the 
reality of moral distinctions ; and while he laments the depra- 
vity of the race, and chastises the follies and vices of indivi- 
duals, he will reverence morality as the divine lawj and those 
essential principles of the human frame which bear the mani- 
fest signature of the divine workmanship. To attempt to 
depreciate these, can never answer a good purpose. On the 
contrary, it has a tendency to fill the minds of good men with 
a desponding scepticism, and to stifle every generous and active 
exertion ; and if it does not actually increase the depravity of 
the world, it tends at least to strengthen the effrontery of vice, 
and to expose the wiser and better part of mankind to the im- 
pertinent raillery of fools and profligates. 

The following passage from Mr. Harris will form no impro- 
per conclusion to these observations. The sentiments it con- 
tains are equally just and refined, and do much honour to the 
benevolence of the author. 

^^ As man is by nature a social animal, good humour seems 
an ingredient highly necessary to his character. Tis the salt 
which gives the seasoning to the feast of life, and which, if it 
be wanting, surely renders the feast incomplete. Many causes 
contribute to impair this amiable quality, and nothing, perhaps, 
more than bad opinions of mankind. Bad opinions of man- 
kind naturally lead us to misanthropy. If these bad opinions 
go further, and are applied to the universe, then they lead to 
something worse, for they lead to atheism. The melancholy 
and morose character being thus insensibly formed, morals and 
piety sink of course ; for what equals have we to love, or what 
superior have we to revere, when we have no other objects left 
than those of hatred or of terror ? 

^^ Misanthropy is so dangerous a thing, and goes so far in 
sapping the veiy foundations of morality and religion, that I 

VOL. VL 8 
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esteem the last part of Swiff s ChiUiver {ihai I mean relative to 
his Houyhnms and Yahoos) to be a worse book to peruse, than 
those which are forbid as the most flagitious and obscene. 

"One absurdity in this author (a wretched philosopher 
though a great wit) is well worth remarking. In order to 
render the nature of man odious, and the nature of beasts 
amiable, he is compelled to give human characters to his beasts, 
and beastly characters to his men ; so that we are to admire 
the beasts, not for being beasts, but amiable men, and to detest 
the men, not for being men, but detestable beasta 

'^Whoever has been reading this unnatural filth, let him 
turn for a moment to a Spectator of Addison^ and observe the 
philanthropy of that classical writer ; I may add the superior 
purity of his diction and his wib''^ 

^ Works of James HarriB, Esq., Tol. iL p. 582. [4to edition.— i^tZobyioat 
Inquiriei, Part III. chap. zr.J 



CHAPTER V. 

ANALYSIS OP OUR MOBAL PEBCEPTIONS AND EMOTIONS. 

Before proceeding to this extensive and difficult subject, I 
shall quote a passage from Dr. Butler, in which he has com- 
bined together, and compressed into the compass of a few 
paragraphs, all the most important arguments in proof of the 
existence of the moral faculty which have been hitherto under 
our review. While this quotation serves as a summary of 
what has already been stated, it will, I hope, prepare us for 
entering on the following discussions mth greater interest and 
a more enlightened curiosity. 

^' That which renders beings capable of moral government is 
their having a moral nature, and moral faculties of perception 
and of action. Brute creatures are impressed and actuated by 
various instincts and propensions : so also are we. But, addi- 
tional to this, we have a capacity for reflecting upon actions 
and characters, and making them an object to our thought ; 
and on doing this we naturally and unavoidably approve some ac- 
tions, under the peculiar view of their being virtuous and of good 
desert, and disapprove others as vicious and of ill desert That 
we have this moral approving and disapproving faculty is cer- 
tain from our experiencing it in ourselves, and recognising it 
in each other. It appears from our exercising it unavoidably in 
the approbation and disapprobation even of feigned characters : 
From the words, right and wrong, odious and amiable, base 
and worthy, with many others of like signification in all lan- 
guages, applied to actions and characters: From the many 
written systems of morals which suppose it, since it cannot be 
imagined that all these authors, throughout all these treatises, 
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had absolutely no meaning at all to their words, or a meaning 
merely chimerical : From our natural sense of gratitude, which 
implies a distinction between merely being the instrument of 
good and intending it : From the like distinction every one 
makes between injury and mere harm, which Hobbes says is 
peculiar to mankind, and between injury and just punishment, a 
distinction plainly natural, prior to the consideration of human 
laws. It is manifest great part of common language and of com- 
mon behaviour over the world is formed upon supposition of such 
a moral faculty, whether called Conscience, Moral Beason, Moral 
Sense, or Divine Beason, — whether considered as a sentiment 
[perception] of the Understanding, or as a perception [senti- 
ment] of the Heart,^ or, which seems the truth, as including both. 
Nor is it at all doubtful in the general what course of action 
this faculty, or practical discerning power within us^ approves, 
and what it disapproves. For, as much as it has been dis- 
puted wherein virtue consists, or whatever ground for doubt 
there may be about particulars, yet in general there is in 
reality a universally acknowledged standard of it It is thai 
which all ages and aU countries have made profession of in 
public^ — it is that which every man you meet puts on (he show 
of — it is that which the primary and fundamental laws of all 
civil constitutions over (he face of the earth make it their busi- 
ness and endeavour to enforce the practice of upon mankind^ 
namdy. Justice, veracity, and regard to common good."^ 

Upon the various topics here suggested, a copious and in- 
structive commentary might be written, but I think it better 
to leave them in the concise and impressive form in which 
they are proposed by the author. 

The science of ethics has been divided by modem writers 
into two parts ; the one comprehending the theory of morals, 
and the other its practical doctrines. The questions about 

* There is here, I suspect, a typo- by Dr. Whewell in his edition of the 

graphical mistake. Butler, I have no Dissertation; see p. 64. — Ed^ 
doubt, wrote ^perception of the under- ' Dissertation IL — On the Nature of 

standing, or a sentiment of the heart. — Virtue, subjoined to Butler's Analogy, 

[This emendation is silently adopted — [Part I. From the commencement] 
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which the former is employed are chiefly the two following : 
First^ by what principle of our constitation are we led to form 
the notion of moral distinctions, — whether by that faculty 
which perceives the distinction between truth and falsehood in 
the other branches of human knowledge, or by a peculiar power 
of perception (called by some the moral sense) which is pleased 
with one set of qualities and displeased with another ? Se- 
condly, what is the proper object of moral approbation ; or, in 
other words, what is the common quality or qualities belong- 
ing to all the different modes of virtue ? Is it benevolence, 
or a rational self-love, or a disposition (resulting from the 
ascendant of reason over passion) to act suitably to the dif- 
ferent relations in which we are placed ? These two questions 
seem to exhaust the whole theory of morals. The scope of the 
one is to ascertain the origin of our moral ideas ; that of the 
other to refer the phenomena of moral perception to their most 
simple and general laws. 

The practical doctrines of morality comprehend all those 
rules of conduct which profess to point out the proper ends of 
human pursuit, and the most effectual means of attaining them; 
to which we may add, under the general title of adminicles, (if 
I may be allowed to borrow a technical word of Lord Bacon's,) 
all those literary compositions, whatever be their particular 
form, which have for their aim to fortify and animate our good 
dispositions by delineations of the beauty, of the dignity, or of 
the utility of virtue. 

I shall not inquire at present into the justness of this divi- 
sion. I shall only observe that the words theory and practice 
are not in this instance employed in their usual acceptations. 
The theory of morals does not bear, for example, the same re- 
lation to the practice of morals that the theory of geometry 
bears to practical geometry. In this last science all the prac- 
tical rules are founded on theoretical principles previously 
established. But, in the former science, the practical rules are 
obvious to the capacities of all mankind, while the theoretical 
principles form one of the most difficult subjects of discussion 
that have ever exercised the ingenuity of metaphysicians. 
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Although, however, a complete acquaintance with thepracttoe 
of our duty does not presuppose any knowledge of the theory 
of morals, it does not therefore follow that false theoretical 
notions upon this subject may not be attended with very perni- 
cious consequences. On the contrary, nothing is more evident 
than this, that every system which calls in question the immu- 
tability of moral distinctions, has a tendency to undermine the 
foundations of aU the virtues, both private and public, and to 
dry up the best and purest sources of human happines& When 
sceptical doubts have once been excited in the mind by the 
perusal of such systems, no exhortation to the practice of our 
duties can have any effect ; and it is necessary for us, before we 
think of addressing the heart, or influencing the will, to begin 
with undeceiving and enlightening the understanding. It is 
for this reason, that, in such an age as the present, when scep- 
tical doctrines have been so anxiously disseminated by writers 
of genius, it appears to me to be a still more essential object 
in academical instruction, to vindicate the theory of morals 
against the cavils of licentious metaphysicians, than to indulge 
in the more interesting and popular disquisitions of practical 
ethics. On the former subject much yet remains to be done. 
On the latter, although the field of inquiry is by no means as 
yet completely exhausted, the student may be safely trusted to 
his own serious reflections, guided by the precepts of those 
illustrious men who, in different ages and countries, have 
devoted their talents to the improvement and happiness of the 
human race. 

In this department of literatm'e no country whatever has 
surpassed our own ; whether we consider the labours of the 
great lights of the English Church, or the fugitive essays of 
those later writers who (after the example of Addison) have 
attempted to enlist in the cause of virtue and religion, what- 
ever aid fancy, and wit, and elegance, could lend to the support 
of truth. It is scarcely necessary for me to mention the 
advantage which may be derived in the same study from the 
philosophical remains of ancient Greece and Home, — due 
allowances being made for some unfortunate prejudices pro- 



CH.y. — ANALT8I8 OF OUB MORAL PKBOEFHONS AND EMOTIONa 279 

dnced or encouraged by violent and oppressive systems of 
policy. Indeed, with the exception of a few such prejudices, 
it may, with great truth, be asserted, that they who have been 
most successful in modem times in inculcating the duties of 
life, have been the moralists who have trode the most closely in 
the footsteps of the Greek and Soman philosophers. The case 
is different with respect to the theoiy of morals, which, among 
the ancients, attracted comparatively but a small degree of 
attention, although one of the questions formerly mentioned 
(that concerning the olyect of moral approbation) was a favourite 
subject of discussion in their schools. The other question, 
however, (that concerning ihe principle of moral approbation,) 
with the exception of a few hints in the writings of Plato, may 
be considered as in a great measure peculiar to modem Europe, 
having been chiefly agitated since the writings of Cudworth in 
opposition to those of Hobbes ; and it is this question accord- 
ingly, (reconmiended at once by its novelty and difiSculty to 
the curiosity of speculative men,) that has produced most of 
the theories which characterize and distinguish from each 
other the later systems of moral philosophy. 

It appears to me that the diversity of these systems has 
arisen, in a great measure, from the partial views which differ- 
ent writers have taken of the same complicated subject ; that 
these systems are by no means so exclusive of each other as has 
commonly been imagined ; and that, in order to arrive at the 
tmth, it is necessary for us, instead of attaching ourselves to 
any one, to avail ourselves of the lights which all of them have 
furnished. Our moral perceptions and emotions are, in fact, 
the result of different principles combined together. They in- 
volve a judgment of the understanding, and they involve also a 
feeling of the heart ;^ and it is only by attending to both that 



^ The same remark la made in a 
passage already [p. 276] quoted from 
Dr. Butler, whose slightest hints are 
entitled to attention, as they seem to 
have been all scmpulously and deliber- 
ately weighed. " It is manifest great 
part of common language, and of com- 



mon behaTionr over the world, is formed 
upon supposition of a moral facnlty; 
whether called conscience, moral reason, 
moral sense, or divine reason ; whether 
considered as a perception of the under* 
standing, or asasentimentof the heart, or, 
whichieemi the tnah, at induding both" 
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we can term a just notioii of our moral constitution. In con^ 
firmation of this remark, it will be necessary for us to analyze 
particularly the state of our minds, when we are spectators of 
any good or bad action performed by another person, or when 
we reflect on the actions performed by ourselves. On such 
occasions we are conscious of three different things : 

(1.) The perception of an action as right or wrong. 

(2.) An emotion of pleasure or of pain, varying in its d^ree 
according to the acuteness of our moral sensibility. 

(3.) A perception of the merit or demerit of the agent 

SECT. L^-OF THE PERCEPTION OF RIGHT AND WRONG. 

The controversy concerning the origin of our moral ideas 
took its rise in modem times, in consequence of the writings of 
Mr. Hobbes. According to him we approve of virtuous actions, 
or of actions beneficial to society, from self-love, as we know 
that whatever promotes the interest of society, has on that very 
account an indirect tendency to promote our own. He further 
taught, that, as it is to the institution of government we are 
indebted for all the comforts and the confidence of social life, 
the laws which the civil magistrate enjoins are the ultimate 
standards of moraUty. 

Dangerous as these doctrines are, some apology may be made 
for the author from the (anjfortunate circumstances of the times 
in which he lived. He had been a witness of the disorders 
which took place in England at the time of the dissolution of 
the monarchy by the death of Charles the First ; and, in con- 
sequence of his mistaken speculations on the politics of that 
period, he contracted a bias in favour of despotical government, 
and was led to consider it as the duty of a good citizen to 
strengthen, as much as possible, the hands of the civil magi- 
strate, by inculcating the doctrines of passive obedience and 
non-resistance. It was with this view that he was led to main- 
tain the philosophical principles which have been already men- 
tioned. He seems likewise to have formed a very unfavourable 
idea of the clerical order, from the instances which his own ex- 
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perience afforded of their turbulence and ambition ; and on that 
account he wished to subject the consciences of men imme- 
diately to the secular power& In consequence of this, his sys- 
tem, although offensive in a very high degree to all sound 
moralists, provoked in a more peculiar manner the resentment 
of the clergy, and drew on the author a great deal of personal 
obloquy, which neither his character in private life, nor his 
intentions as a writer, appear to have merited. 

Among the antagonists of Hobbes, the most eminent by far 
was Dr. Cudworth ; and indeed modem times have not pro- 
duced an author who was better qualified to do justice to the 
very important argument he undertook, by his ardent zeal 
for the best interests of mankind, by his singular vigour and 
comprehensiveness of thought, and by the astonishing treasures 
he had collected of ancient literature. 

That our ideas of right and wrong are not derived from po- 
sitive law Cudworth concluded from the following argument : — 
'^ Suppose such a law to be established, it must either be right 
to obey it, and wrong to disobey it, or indifferent whether we 
obey or disobey it But a law which it is indifferent whether 
we obey or not, cannot, it is evident, be the source of moral 
distinctions ; and, on the contrary supposition, if it is right to 
obey the law, and wrong to disobey it, these distinctions must 
have had an existence antecedent to the law."^ In a word, it is 
from naJtural law that positive law derives all its force. 

The same argument against Hobbes is thus stated by Lord 
Shaftesbury. 

*^ Tib ridiculous to say there is any obligation on man to act 
sociably or honestly in a formed government, and not in that 
which is commonly called the state of nature. For, to speak in 
the fashionable language of our modern philosophy, society being 
founded on a compact, the surrender made of every man's private 
unlimited right into the hands of the majority, or such as the 
majority should appoint, was of free choice, and by a promise. 
Now the promise itself was made in a state of nature, and that 

^ Smith*8 Theory of Moral Send- [Part YI. sect. iii. cb. 2. See also 7m- 
menti, Vol. II. pp. 334, 335 ; 6ih edit. muiahU MoraUty, B. I. ch. L— .fitf.] 
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which could make a promise obligatory in the state of natare, 
must make all other acts of humauity as much our real duty 
and natural part. Thus faith, justice, honesty, and virtue, must 
have been as early as the state of nature, or they could never 
have been at alL The civil union or confederacy could never 
make right or wrong, if they subsisted not before. He who was 
free to any villany before his contract, will and ought to make 
as free with his contract when he thinks fit The natural knave 
has the same reason to be a civil one, and may dispense with 
his politic capacity as oft as he sees occasion ; 'tis only his word 
stands in the way. A man is obliged to keep his word Why ? 
because he has given his word to keep it Is not this a notable 
account of the original of moral justice, and the rise of civil 
government and allegiance l"* 

To these observations it may be added, that our notions of 
right and wrong are so far from owing their origin to positive 
institutions, that they afford us the chief standard to which we 
appeal, in comparing different positive institutions with each 
other. Were it not for this test, how could we pronoimce one 
code to be more humane, more liberal, or more equitable than 
another? or how could we feel that, in our own municipal 
regulations, some are consonant and others repugnant to the 
principles of justice ? " Let any one," says a learned and judi- 
cious civilian, [Dr. John Taylor,] " acquaint himself with the 
sanguinary system of Draco, and then view it as tempered with 
the philosophy of Solon, and the softer refinements of a better 
age ; let him look with the eye of speculation upon an estab- 
lishment that directs ' not to seethe a kid in its mother's milk ; 
not to muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the com ; when our 
brother's cattle go astray or fall down by the way, not to hide 
ourselves from them ; that acquits the betrothed damsel who 
was violated at a distance, and out of hearing, upon this com- 
passionate suggestion, — ^for he found her in the field, and the 
betrothed damsel cried, and there was none to save her ;' let 
him reflect, I say, on his own feelings when he considers these 

* [8ensu3 Communis : An Essay on III. sect. i. CharaeteruUcs^ Vol. I. 
ih^ Freedom of Wit and Humour, Part p. 109, ed. 1711.] 
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different enactments, and then judge how far they agree with 
the philosophy of Hobbea"^ 

Agreeably to this view of positive institutions, Demosthenes 
remarks, ^' The laws of a country may be regarded as a cri- 
terion for estimating the morals of the state, and the prevailing 
character of the peopla" I shall quote the passage I allude to 
in the version of the Latin translator. " lUud igitur vobis 
est etiam considerandum, multos Graecorum saepe decrevisse, 
vestris utendum esse legibus : id quod vobis laudi baud injurift 
ducitis. Nam verum illud mihi videtur, quod quendam apud 
vos dixisse ferunt : omnes cordatos in ea esse sententia, ut 

LEGES nihil ALIUD ESSE PUTENT QUAM MORES OFVITATIS. Danda 

igitur est opera,' ut eae quam optimsd esse videantur."^ 

It is justly observed by Cudworth, that the doctrines now 
under consideration are not peculiar to the system of Hobbes ; 
and that similar opinions have been entertained in all ages by 
those writers who were either anxious to flatter the passions of 
tyrannical rulers, or who had a secret bias to atheistic and Epi- 
curean principles. 

In confirmation of this remark, he takes a review of the 
principal attempts that have been made to undermine the 
foundations of morals, both in ancient and modem times, and 
interweaves with this history many profound reflections of his 
own. The following paragraphs contain the substance of this 
part of his work, and I hope will furnish an interesting as well 
as useful introduction to the reasonings I am afterwards to 
offer in vindication of the reality and immutability of moral 
distinctions. 

[1^^,] ^^ As the vulgar generally look no higher for the original 
of moral good and evil, just and unjust, than the codes and pan- 
dects, the tables and laws of their country and religion, so there 
have not wanted pretended philosophers in all ageSy who have 
asserted nothing to be good and evil, just and unjust, naturally 
and immutably y (if>vaei tcai aKonfTw^ ;) but that all these things 
were positive, arbitrary, and factitious only. Such Plato men- 
tions," (in his Tenth Book, De Legihua^ *' who maintained, 

^ Taylor, On tAa CimZ Lawt p. 159. * Ibid. p. 160. 
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^ that nothing at all was naturally just, but men, changing 
their opinions concerning them perpetually, sometimes made 
one thing just, sometimes another ; but whatever is decreed 
and constituted, that for the time is valid, being made so by 
acts and laws, but not by any nature of its own/ And Aris- 
totle more than once takes notice of this opinion in his Ethics, 
^ Things honest and just, which politics are conversant about, 
have so great a variety and uncertainty in them, that they seem 
to be only by law and not by nature.' And afterwards (Lib. V. 
0. X.) having divided (to Bi/eaiov irdKirucov) that which is poli- 
tically just, into (<f)iMnKop, t,e.) natural, which has everywhere 
the same force, and {Ndfu^p, t.e.) legal, which, before there 
be a law made, is indifferent, but, when once the law is made, 
is determined to be just or unjust ; he adds, ^ Some there are 
that think there is no other just or unjust but what is made 
by law and men, because that which is natural is immutable, 
and hath everywhere the same force, whereas Jura and justc^ 
rights and just things, are everywhere different' The latter, 
therefore, they conceive to be analogous to wine and wheat 
measures, which vaiy from place to place, according to local 
customs ; the former they compare to the properties of /re, 
which produce the same effects in Persia and Greece. 

" 2dy After these succeeded Epicurus, the reviver of the 
Democritical philosophy, the frame of whose principles must 
needs lead him to deny justice and injustice to be natural 
things ; and, therefore, he determines that they arise wholly 
from mutual acts and covenants of men, made for their own 
convenience and utility. Those living creatures that could not 
make mutual covenants together not to hurt, nor to be hurt, 
by one another, could not, for this cause, have any such thing 
as just or unjust among them. And there is the same reason 
for those nations that either will not, or cannot make such 
compacts : For there is do such thing as justice by itself, but 
only in the mutual congresses of men. Or (as the late com- 
piler of the Epicurean system expresses the same meaning) 
there are some who think that those things which are just are 
just according to their proper unvaried nature, and that the 
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laws do not make them just, but only prescribe according to 
that nature which they have : But (ht thing is not so} . . . 

^ 3dj And since in this latter age the physiological hypo- 
theses of Democritus and Epicurus have been revived, and 
successfully applied to the solving of some of the phenomena of 
the visible world, there have not wanted some that have en- 
deavoured to vent also those other paradoxes of the same 
philosophy, viz., that there is no incorporeal substance, nor any 
natural difference between good and evil, just and unjust, and 
to recommend the same under a show of wisdom, as the deep 
and profound mysteries of the atomical and corpuscular philo- 
sophy, as if senseless matter and atoms were the original of all 
things, according to the song of old Silenus in YirgiL Of this 
sort is that late writer of Ethics and Politics, [Hobbes,] who 
asserts ^ that there are no authentic doctrines concerning just 
and unjust, good and evil, except the laws which are estab- 
lished in every city; and that it concerns none to inquire 
whether an action be reputed just or unjust, good or evil, ex- 
cept such only whom the community have appointed to be the 
interpreters of their laws.' 

^^ In the state of nature (according to him) nothing can be 
unjvsty and the notions of right and wrong, justice and injus- 
tice, have there no place. Where there is no common power 
there is no law ; where no law, no transgression. No law can 
be unjust.^ Nay, temperance is no more naturally right, ac- 
cording to this philosopher, than justice. Sensuality, in the 
sense in which it is condemned, hath no place till there be 
laws.* . . . 

'^ ithy But whatsoever was the true meaning of these philo- 
sophers that affirm justice and injustice to be only by law, and 

* It maj be proper to mention tbat and exemplaiy man in private life, and 

Cndworth allades here to Gaaaendi, who who, in learning, was not Burpassed hf 

was at mnch pains to revive the philo- any of his oontemporaries,) Hobbes lived 

sophy of Epicurus, both in physics and in habits of very intimate friendship 

morab, rejecting, however, or palliating during his long residence in France, 
those parts of it which are most excep- t r * x 

tionable. With this philosopher (who J^evtathan, p. 68. 

appears to have been a most amiable * Ibid. p. 182. 
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not by nature, certain it is that diverse modem theologers do 
not only seriously but zealously contend, in like mann^, that 
there is nothing absolutely, intrinsically, and naturally good and 
evil, just and unjust^ antecedently to any positive command or 
prohibition of God, but that the arbitrary will and pleasure of 
Gk)d, (that is an Omnipotent Being, devoid of all essential and 
natural justice,) by its commands and prohibitions, is the first 
and only rule and measure thereof. Whence it follows unavoid- 
ably, that nothing can be imagined so grossly wicked, or so 
foully unjust or dishonest, but, if it were supposed to be com- 
manded by this omnipotent Deity, must needs, upon that hypo- 
thesis, become holy, just, and righteou& For, though the 
ancient fathers of the Christian church were veiy abhorrent 
from this doctrine, yet it crept up afterward in the scholastic 
age, Ockham being among the first that maintained that there 
is no act evil, but as it is prohibited by Gh)d, and which cannot 
be made good, if it be commanded by him. And herein Petrus 
Alliacus [de Alliaco, d'AiUy,] and Andreas de Novo Castro, 
with others, quickly followed him. . . . 

'^ Now the necessary and unavoidable consequences of this 
opinion are such as these, that to love Gkxl is hy nature an in- 
different thing, and is morally good only because it is enjoined 
by his command : that holiness is not a conformity with the 
divine nature and attributes : that Grod hath no natural incli- 
nation to the good of the creatures, and might justly doom an 
innocent creature to eternal torment ; all which propositions, 
with others of the kind, are word for word asserted by some 
late authors. Though I think not fit to mention the names of 
any of them in this place, excepting only one, Joannes SycUomttSy 
who, in a book published at Franeker^ hath professedly avowed 
and maintained the giossest of them. And yet neither he nor 
the rest are to be thought any more blameworthy herein than 
many others that, holding the same premises, have either dis- 
sembled or disowned those conclusions which unavoidably follow 
therefrom, but rather to be conmiended for their openness, sim- 
plicity, and ingenuity, in representing their opinion naked to 
the world, such as indeed it is, without any veil or mask. 
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'^ Wherefore, since there are so many, both philosophers and 
theologians, that seemingly and verbally acknowledge such 
things as moral good and evil, just and unjust, yet contend, 
notwithstanding, that these are not by nature but institution, 
and that there is nothing naturally or immutably just or un- 
just ; I shall from hence fetch the rise of this ethiccd discourse 
or inquiry concerning things good and evil, just and unjust, 
laudable and shameful, demonstrating, in the first place, that, 
if there be anything at all good or evil, just or unjust, there 
must of necessity be something naturally and inmiutably good 
and just And from thence I shall proceed afterward to show 
what this natural, immutable, and eternal justice is, with the 
branches and species of if* 

The foregoing very long quotation, while it contains much 
valuable information with respect to the history of moral science, 
will be sufficient to convey a general idea of the scope of Cud- 
worth's ethical inquiries, and of the prevailing opinions among 
philosophers upon this subject, at the time when he wrote. For 
the details of his argument I must refer to his work. It is 
sufficient for my present purpose to observe, that he seems 
plainly to have considered our notions of right and wrong as 
incapable of analysis, that is, (to use the language of more 
modem writers,) he considered them as simple ideas or notions, 
of which the names do not admit of definition. In this respect, 
also, his philosophy differs from that of Hobbes, who, as we 
have already remarked, ascribes our moral judgments, not to 
an immediate perception of the qualities of actions, but to a 
view of their tendencieSy which we approve or disapprove, ac- 
cording as they appear to be conducive or not to our own 
interest, or to that of society. Indeed, according to Hobbes, 
these two tendencies coincide, or rather are the same, for he ap- 
prehended that all our zeal for the public good originates in a 
selfish principle. ** Man," he said, " is driven to society by 
necessity, and whatever promotes its interest is judged to have 
a remote tendency to promote his own.^f Thus he attempts to 

* [Immutable MoraUty, B. I. chap. i. sects. 1-5 ; abridged.] 
t [See De Oorpore JPoUtieo and Leviathan, pasiim.] 
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account for our approbation of virtue by resolving it into self- 
love^ and, of consequence, to resolve the notions expressed by 
the words right and lorong into other notions more simple and 
general This theory I have already endeavoured to refute at 
some length, and I have only now to add to what was formerly 
remarked with respect to it, that, if it were agreeable to fact, 
the words right and wrong would be synonymous with adwrn- 
tageoua and disadvantageous ; and to say that these actions 
are right which are calculated to promote our own happiness 
would be an identical proposition. 

Cudworth's opinion, on the contrary, led him to consider our 
perception of right and wrong as an ultimate fact in our nature. 
Indeed, to those whose judgments are not warped by precon- 
ceived theories, no fact with respect to the human mind can 
well appear more incontestable. We can define the words right 
and wrong only by synonymous words and phrases, or by the 
properties and necessary concomitants of what they denote. 
Thus,^ " we may say of the word right^ that it expresses what 
we ought to do, what is fair and honesty what is approvabU^ 
what every man professes to he the rule of his conduct^ what aU 
men praise^ and what is in itself laudable, though no Tnan praise 
it" In such definitions and explanations, it is evident we only 
substitute a synonymous expression instead of the word defined, 
or we characterize the quality which the word denotes by some 
circumstance connected with it, or resulting from it as a conse- 
quence ; and therefore, we may, with confidence, conclude that 
the word in question expresses a simple idea. 

The two most important conclusions, then, which result from 
Cudworth's reasonings in opposition to Hobbes are these : 
First, That the mind is able to form antecedently to positive 
institution the ideas of right and wrong ; and. Secondly, That 
these words express simple ideas, or ideas incapable of analysis. 

From these conclusions of Cudworth a farther question 
naturally arose, how the ideas of right and wrong were formed, 
and to what principle of our constitution they ought to be 
referred ? This very interesting question did not escape the 

> Reid, On the Active Powers, p. 228. [Essay lU. Part ii. cb. 6.— Works, p. 587.] 
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attention of Cudworth. And, in answer to it, he endeavoured 
to show that our notions of moral distinctions are formed by 
Becison, or, in other words, by the power which distinguishes 
truth from falsehood. And accordingly it became, for some 
time, the fashionable language among moralists to say that 
virtue consisted, not in obedience to the law of a superior, but 
in a conduct conformable to reason. 

At the time when Cudworth wrote, no accurate classification 
had been attempted of the principles of the Human Mind. 
His account of the office of reason, accordingly, in enabling us 
to perceive the distinction between right and wrong, passed 
without censure, and was understood merely to imply, that 
there is an eternal and immutable distinction between right 
and wrong, no less than between truth and falsehood; and 
that both these distinctions are perceived by our rational 
powers, or by those powers which raise us above the brutes. 

The publication of Locke's Essay introduced into this part 
of science a precision of expression unknown before, and taught 
philosophers to distinguish a variety of powers which had 
formerly been very generally confounded. With these great 
merits, however, his work has capital defects, and perhaps in 
no part of it are these defects more important than in the 
attempt he has made to deduce the origin of our knowledge 
entirely from Sensation and Reflection, To the former of 
these sources he refers the ideas we receive by our external 
senses, — of colours, sounds, hardness, £c. To the latter, the ideas 
we derive from consciousness of our own mental operations — 
of memory, imagination, volition, pleasure, pain, Ac. These, 
according to him, are the sources of all our simple ideas ; and 
the only power that the mind possesses is to perform certain 
operations of analysis, combination, comparison, £c., on the 
materials with which it is thus supplied. 

It was this system of Locke's which led him to those 
dangerous opinions that were formerly mentioned concerning 
the nature of moral distinctions, which he seems to have con- 
sidered, as entirely the offispring of education and fashion. 
Indeed, if the words right and vmmg neither express simple 

VOL. VI. T 
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ideas, nor relations discoverable by reason, it will not be found 
easy to avoid adopting this conclusion. 

In order to reconcile Locke's account of the origin of our 
ideas with the immutability of moral distinctions, different 
theories were proposed concerning the nature of virtue. Ac- 
cording to one,^ for example, it was said to consist in a conduct 
conformable to truth ; according to another,^ in a conduct con- 
formable to ikiSifiim^esa ofOiinga. The great object of all these 
theories may be considered as the same, to remove right and 
wrong from the class of simple ideas, and to resolve moral 
rectitude into a conformity with some relation perceived by 
reason or by the understanding. 

Dr. Hutcheson saw clearly the vanity of these attempts, and 
hence he was led, in compliance with the language of Locke's 
Philosophy, to refer the origin of our moral ideas to a par- 
ticular power of perception, to which he gave the name of the 
Moral Sense, ^^ All the ideas," says he, ^^ or the materiak of 
our reasoning or judging, are received by some immediate 
powers of Perception, internal or external, which we may call 
Senses, .... Seasoning or Litellect seems to raise no new 
species of ideas, but to discover or discern the Belations of 
those received."* 

According to this system, as it has been commonly explained, 
our perceptions of right and wrong are impressions which our 
minds are made to receive from particular actions, similar to 
the relishes and aversions given us for particular objects of the 
external and internal senses. 

That this was Dr. Hutcheson's own idea appears from the 
following passage, in which he endeavours to obviate some 
dangerous notions which were supposed to follow from this 
doctrine. " Let none imagine that calling the ideas of Virtue 
and Vice Perceptions of sense, upon apprehending the actions 
and affections of another, does diminish their reality more than 
the like assertions concerning all pleasure and pain, happiness, 
or misery. Our reason often corrects the report of our senses 

* Mr. Wollaston. • Dr. Clarke. sums, &c.—IUusiration8 upon the Moral 

• [Essay on the Nature of the Pas- Sense, sect i. p. 241, 8d edit.] 
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about the natural tendency of the external action, and corrects 
rash conclusions about the affections of the agent But whether 
our Moral Sense be subject to such a disorder as to have dif- 
ferent perceptions, from the same apprehended affections in an 
agent, at different times, as the eye may have of the colours of 
an unaltered object, it is not easy to determine ; perhaps it will 
be hard to find any instance of such a change. What reason 
could correct if it fell into such a disorder, I know not, except 
suggesting to its remembrance its former approbations, and 
representing the general sense of mankind. But this does not 
prove ideas of virtue and vice to be previous to a sense, more 
than a like correction of the ideas of colour in a person under 
the jaundice proves that colours are perceived by reason pre- 
viously to sense."* 

Mr. Hume, whose philosophy coincides in this respect with 
Dr. Hutcheson's, has expressed himself on this subject still 
more explicitly. '^ As virtue is an end, and is desirable on its 
own account, without fee or reward, merely for the immediate 
satisfaction which it conveys, it is requisite that there should 
be some sentiment which it touches, some internal taste or feel- 
ing, or whatever you please to call it, which distinguishes 
moral good and evil, and which embraces the one and rejects 
the other." 

'^ Thus the distinct boundaries and offices of reason and of 
taste are easily ascertained. The former conveys the know- 
ledge of truth and falsehood ; the latter gives the sentiment of 
beauty and deformity, vice and virtue. The one discovers ob- 
jects as they really stand in nature, without addition or dimi- 
nution; the other has a productive faculty, and, gilding or 
staining all natural objects with the colours borrowed from 
internal sentiment, raises, in a manner, a new creation. Beason, 
being cool and disengaged, is no motive to action, and directs 
only the impulse received from appetite or inclination, by 
showing us the means of attaining happiness or avoiding 
misery. Taste, as it gives pleasure or pain, and thereby con- 
stitutes happiness or misery, becomes a motive to action, and is 

* [lUuatratUmM upon the Moral Senset Mot iv. p. 288, 3d edit] 



292 PHILOSOPHY OF THE MORAL POWERS. — B. IL THE RATIONAL. 

the first spring or impulse to desire and volition. From cir- 
cumstances and relations, known or supposed, the former leads 
us to the discovery of the concealed and unknown. After all 
circumstances and relations are laid before us, the latter makes 
us feel from the whole a new sentiment of blame or approba- 
tion. The standard of the one, being founded on the nature of 
things, is eternal and inflexible, even by the will of the Supreme 
Being. The standard of the other, arising from the internal 
ti^me and constitution of animals, is ultimately derived from that 
supreme will which bestowed on each being its peculiar nature, 
and arranged the several classes and orders of existence.''^ 

In the passage now quoted from Mr. Hume, a slight hint is 
given of his scepticism with respect to the immutability of 
moral distinctions ; but, in some other parts of his writings, he 
has openly and avowedly expressed his opinions upon this im- 
portant question. The words Right and Wrong (according to 
him) signify nothing in the objects themselves to which they 
are applied, anymore than the words sweet and bitter, pleasant 
and painful, but only certain effects in the mind of the spec- 
tator. As it is improper, therefore, (according to the doctrines 
of some modem philosophers,) to say of an object of taste that 
it is sweet, or of heat that it is in the fire, so it is equally im- 
proper to say of actions that they are right or wrong. It is 
absurd to speak of morality as a thing independent and un- 
changeable, inasmuch as it arises from an arbitrary relation 
between our constitution and particular objects. The distinc- 
tion of moral good and evil is founded on the pleasure or pain 
which results from the view of any sentiment or character; 
and, as that pleasure or pain cannot be unknown to the person 
who feels it, it foUows that there is just so much vice or virtue 
in any character as every one places in it ; and that it is im- 
possible in this particular we can ever be mistaken.^ 

* [Essays^ Vol. II. App. I. § 5.] ble qualities, lie not in the bodies bat 

^ " Were I not afraid of appearing merely in the senses. The case is the 

too philosophical, I should remind my same with beauty and deformity, ffir' 

reader of that famous doctrine, supposed tne and vice" — Hume's Essays and 

to be fully proved in modem times, that Treatises on Several Subjects, YoL L 

tastes and colours, and all other sensi- Note F. 
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Before we proceed to an examination of these conclusions, it 
may be worth while to remark, that they have not even the 
merit of originality ; for we find from the Theaetetus of Plato, 
as well as from other remains of antiquity, that the same scep- 
ticism prevailed among the Grecian sophists, and was sup- 
ported by nearly the same arguments. Protagoras and his 
followers extended it to all truth, physical as well as moral, 
and maintained that everything was relative to perception. 
The following maxims, in particular, have a wonderful coinci- 
dence with Hume's Philosophy. " Nothing is true or false 
any more than sweet or sour in itself, but relatively to the per- 
ceiving mind." — " Man is the measure of aU things, and every- 
thing is that and no other which to every one it seems to be, so 
that there can be nothing true, nothing existent distinct from 
the mind's own perceptions." This last indeed is mentioned 
as the fundamental principle of Protagoras's system. Ilavrtov 
"XpvituiTtov furpov avOfHOTTov elvoi, t&v fiev oprtop, w S<m, t&v 
Be firi ovTODVf m ovk eariv. . .; . • [AelTreroi . . . Ta 
{JMiPOfACva exjcump raura kcu elpoi rourtp fp ^/i/eroi.] 

With respect to this sceptical philosophy as it is taught in 
the ¥rritings of Hume, it appears evidently, from what has 
been already said, to be founded entirely on the supposition, 
that our perception of the moral qualities of actions has some 
analogy to our perception of the sensible qualities of matter ; 
and therefore it becomes a very interesting inquiry for us to 
examine how far this supposition is agreeable to fact. Indeed 
this is the most important question that can be stated with 
respect to the theory of morals ; and yet I confess it appears 
to me that the obscurity in which it is involved arises chiefly, 
if not wholly, from the use of indefinite and ambiguous terms. 

That moral distinctions are perceived by a sense is implied 
in the definition of a sense already quoted from Dr. Hut- 
cheson, [p. 290.] '^ All the ideas, or the materials of our reason- 
ing or judging, are received by some immediate powers of 
Perception, internal or external, which we may call Senses. 
Beasoning or Intellect seems to raise no new species of ideas^ 

1 inato, ThMUtua, [§§ 23, 39.] 
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but to discover or discern the Relations of those received." If 
this definition be admitted, there cannot be a doubt that the 
origin of our moral ideas must be referred to a sense ; at least 
there can be no doubt upon this point among those who hold, 
with Cudworth and with Price, that the words right and wrong 
express simple ideas. The latter of these authors, a most 
zealous opposer of a moral sense, (and although one of the 
driest and least engaging of our English moralists, yet certainly 
one of the most soimd and judicious,) grants that the words 
right and vmyrig are incapable of a definition, and considers a 
want of attention to this circumstance as a principal source of 
the errors which have misled philosophers in treating of this 
part of moral science. " 'Tis a very necessary previous obser- 
vation," says he, ^^ that right and wrong denote simple ideas^ 
and are therefore to he ascribed to some immediate power of 
perception in the human mind. He that doubts needs only 
try to enumerate the simple ideas they signify, or to give defi- 
nitions of them when applied, (suppose to beneficence or 
cruelty,) which shall amount to more than synonymous expres- 
sions. From not attending to this, from giving definitions of 
these ideas, and attempting to derive them from deduction or 
reasoning^ has proceeded most of that confusion in which the 
question concerning the foundation of morals has been involved. 
There are, undoubtedly, some actions that are ultimately ap- 
proved, and for justifying which no reason can be assigned, as 
there are some ends which are ultimately desired, and for 
choosing which no reason can be given. Were not this true, 
there would be an infinite series or progression of reasons and 
ends subordinate to one another. There would be nothing at 
which to stop, and therefore nothing that could at all be 
approved or desired."^ 

It appears from the foregoing passage that Dr. Price, as well 
as Dr. Hutcheson, ascribes our ideas of moral distinctions to 
an immediate power of Perception in the mind, and therefore 
the difference between them turns entirely on the propriety of 
the definition of a Sense which Dr. Hutcheson has given. 

' Price^s Review^ &c. [Chap. I. sect, iii.] 
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It may be farther observed, in justification of Dr. Hutcheson, 
that the sceptical consequences deduced from his supposition of 
a Moral Sense, do not necessarily result from it. Unfortu- 
nately, most of his illustrations were taken from the secondary 
qualities of matter, which since the time of Descartes, philoso- 
phers have been in general accustomed to refer to the mind, 
and not to the external object But if we suppose our percep- 
tion of right and wrong to be analogous to the perception of 
extension and figure and other primary qualities, the reality 
and inmiutability of moral distinctions seem to be placed on a 
foundation suificiently satisfactory to a candid inquirer. That 
our notions of primary qualities are necessarily accompanied 
with a conviction of their separate and independent existence 
was formerly shown ; and, therefore, to compare our perception 
of right and wrong to our perception of extension and of figure, 
although it may not perhaps be very accurate or philosophical, 
does not imply any scepticism with respect to the inmiutability 
of moral distinctions ; at least does not justify those sceptical 
inferences which Mr. Hume has endeavoured to deduce from 
Dr. Hutcheson's language. 

The definition, however, of a Sense which Dr. Hutcheson has 
given is by far too general, and was plainly suggested to him 
by Locke's account of the Origin of our ideaa The words 
Cause and Effect, Duration, Number, Equality, Identity, and 
many others, express simple ideas as well as the words Bight 
and Wrong ; and yet it would surely be absurd to ascribe each 
of them to a particular power of Perception. Notwithstanding 
this circumstance, as the expression Moral Sense has now the 
sanction of use, and as, when properly explained, it cannot lead 
to any bad consequences, it may be still retained without in- 
convenience in ethical disquisitions. It has been much in 
fashion among moralists since the time of Shaftesbury and 
Hutcheson, nor was it an innovation introduced by them ; for 
the ancients often speak of a Semas Recti et Honesti; and, in 
our own language, a Sense of Duty is a phrase not only em- 
ployed by philosophers, but habitually used in common dis- 
course. 
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To what part of our constitation then shall we ascribe the 
origin of the ideas of right and wrong ? Dr. Price (returning 
to the antiquated phraseology of Cudworth) says — to the Under- 
standing; and endeavours to show, in opposition to Locke and 
his followers, that "the power which understands, or the 
faculty that discerns truth, is itself a source of new ideaa"* 

This controversy turns solely on the meaning of words. The 
origin of our ideas of Bight and Wrong is manifestly the same 
with that of the other simple ideas already mentioned ; and, 
whether it be referred to the Understanding or not, seems to 
be a matter of mere arrangement, provided it be granted that 
the words right and wrong express qualities of actions, and not 
merely a power of exciting certain agreeable or disagreeable 
emotions in our minds. 

It may perhaps obviate some objections against the language 
of Cudworth and Price, to remark that the word Reason is 
used in senses which are extremely different: sometimes to 
express the whole of those powers which elevate man above 
the brutes, and constitute his rational nature, — more especially, 
perhaps, his intellectual powers ; sometimes to express the 
power of deduction or argumentation. The former is the sense 
in which the word is used in common discourse ; and it is in 
this sense that it seems to be employed by those writers who 
refer to it the origin of our moral ideas. Their antagonists, on 
the other hand, understand in general, by Eeason, the power of 
deduction or argumentation ; a use of the word which is not 
unnatural, from the similarity between the words reason and 
reasoning, but which is not agreeable to its ordinary meaning. 
" No hypothesis," says Dr. Campbell, " hitherto invented hath 
shown that, by means of the discursive faculty, without the aid 
of any other mental power, we could ever obtain a notion 
either of the beautiful or the good."^ The remark is un- 
doubtedly true; and it may be applied to all those sjrstems 
which ascribe to Reason the origin of our moral ideas, if the 
expressions reason and discursive faculty be used as synony- 

* [Review^ &c. Chap. I. sect. ii.J 

^ Philosophy of BhetoriCf Vol. I. p. 204. [Book I. chap. vii. Beet. 4, note.] 
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moas. But if the word Beason be used in a more general 
sense to denote merely our rational and intellectual nature, 
there does not seem to be much impropriety in ascribing to it 
the origin of those simple notions which are not excited in the 
mind by the immediate operation of the senses, but which arise 
in consequence of the exercise of the intellectual powers upon 
their various objecta 

A variety of intuitive judgments might be mentioned involv- 
ing simple ideas, which it is impossible to trace to any origin 
but to the power which enables us to form these judgments. 
Thus it is surely an intuitive truth, that the sensations of which 
I am conscious, and all those I remember, belong to one and 
the same being, which I call myself. Here is an intuitive 
judgment involving the simple idea of Identity, In like man- 
ner, the changes which I perceive in the universe impress me 
with a conviction that some cause must have operated to pro- 
duce them. Here is an intuitive judgment involving the 
simple idea of Causation, When we consider the adjacent 
angles made by a straight line standing upon another, and per- 
ceive that their sum is equal to two right angles, the judgment 
we form involves the simple idea of Equality. To say, there- 
fore, that Beason, or the Understanding, is a source of new 
ideas, is not so exceptionable a mode of speaking as has some- 
times been supposed. According to Locke, Sense furnishes 
our ideas, and Reason perceives their agreements or disagree- 
ments ; whereas, in point of fact, these agreements or disagree- 
ments are in many instances simple ideas, of which no analysis 
can be given, and of which the origin must therefore be re- 
ferred to reason, according to Locke's own doctrine. 

In speaking of the hypothesis of a Moral Sense^ I formerly 
observed that the expression was sanctioned by the example of 
the ancients. The same authority may be appealed to in jus- 
tification of the language used by Cudworth and Price, whose 
ideas on the subject seem indeed to be still more conformable 
to the spirit of the Greek philosophy. To ^yefwpiKop, for 
example, so much insisted on by Plato and others, was plainly 
considered by them as the faculty of Beason ; to ^i/o-e* Betnro- 
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Tucov^ TovT cotI t^ Tsjoyunucovy says Alcinoas, De Doctrina 
Flatoma} In Plato's Thecetetua, too, Socrates observes, " that 
it cannot be any of the powers of sense that compares the per- 
ceptions of all the senses, and apprehends the general affections 
of things, and particularly identity^ number j aimilittidej die- 
similitude^ equcdiiy^ inequcdity^ to which he adds, luOubv tau 
al<rxpov ; asserting that this power is reasofij or the soul acting 
by itself separately from matter, and independently of any cor- 
poreal impressions and passions; and that, consequently, in 
opposition to Protagoras, knowledge is not to be sought for in 
sense, butin this superior psurt of the souL Mtn Botcei . . . 
ovS elveu toiovtov ovSev tovto^^ opyavov 1B10V9 . . . oXX* 
avTfj &i avrfj^ iq V^t^ fa Koivd fio^ ^Ivercu irepi irdmav 
errurtcoTreip. .... Ofua^ Be roaovrov ye irpoffefiriica^jLey 
(aare firj J^rjreiv auTtjv {ejrumj/Mrjv) ep cuaOr^irei to irapdirav^ 
oXX* €1/ exeivip t£ opofiari, o rt ttot e)(u 17 '^^vxJOt crcof avr^ 
Koff auTfjv irpayfuiTevryreu Trepi ra ovra. It seems to me, 
that, for the perception of these things, a different organ or 
faculty is not appointed,^ but that the soul itself, and in virtue 
of its own power, observes these general affections of all thinga 
So far we have advanced as to find that knowledge is by no 
means to be sought in sense, but in the power of the soul 
which it employs, when within itself it contemplates and 
searches out truth."^ 

The opinion we form, however, on this point, is of little 
moment, provided it be granted that the words Right and Wrong 
express qualities of actions. When I say of an act of justice 
that it is right, do I mean merely that the act excites pleasure 
in my mind, as a particular colour pleases my eye, in conse- 
quence of a relation which it bears to my organ ? or do I mean 
to assert a truth which is as independent of my constitution as 
the equality of the three angles of a triangle to two right 

* Cap. zxviii. » [§§ 106-108.] — See upon this aub- 

ject Cudwortb's ImmutMe MordUty, 

* Plato could not have expressed p. 100, et seg., [Book II. chaps. ▼. vi.] 
hunself with greater precision had he and Price's Review of the Principal 
been argniDg against Hutcbeson's doc- Questions and DifficvJUies in Morals, p. 
trine of a Moral Sense. 50, 2d edit. [Chap. I. sectt ii. iii.] 
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angles ? Scepticism may be indulged in both cases, about 
mathematical and about moral truth, but in neither case does 
it admit of a refutation by argument. 

For my own part, I can as easily conceive a rational being 
so formed as to believe the three angles of a triangle to be 
equal to one right angle, as to believe that if he had it in his 
power it would be right to sacrifice the happiness of other men 
to the gratification of his oWn animal appetites, or that there 
would be no injustice in depriving an industrious old man of 
the fruits of his own laborious acquisitions. The exercise of 
our rea^n in the two cases is very different ; but in both cases 
we have a perception of truths and are impressed with an irre- 
sistible conviction that the truth is immutable and independent 
of the will of any being whatever. 

In the passage which was formerly quoted from Dr. Cudworth, 
[p. 286,] mention is made of various authors, particularly among 
the theologians of the scholastic ages, who were led to call in 
question the immutability of moral distinctions by the pious de* 
sign of magnifying the perfections of the Deity. I am sorry to 
observe, that these notions are not as yet completely exploded ; 
and that, in our own age, they have misled the speculations 
of some writers of considerable genius, particularly of Dr. 
Johnson, Soame Jenyns, and Dr. Paley. Such authors cer- 
tainly do not recollect, that what they add to the divine power 
and majesty, they take away from his moral attributes ; for, if 
moral distinctions be not immutable and eternal, it is absurd 
to speak of the goodness or of ih<^ justice of Qt)d. "Whoever 
thinks," says Shaftesbury, " that there is a God, and pretends 
formally to believe that he is^ti^^ and good^ must suppose that 
there is independently such a thing as justice and injustice^ 
truth and falsehood^ right and torong^ according to which 
eternal and immutable standards he pronounces that God is 
justj righteous^ and true. If the mere will, decree, or law of 
Gkxl, be said absolutely to constitute right and vrrong^ then are 
these latter words of no signification at alL"^ 

* Inquiry eoneeming Virtue^ [Book I.] Part iii. sect. 2.'-[Charaeteristie$, Vol 
ii. p. 49, edit. 1711.] 
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In justice, indeed, to one of the writers above-mentioned, 
{Dr. PaUy^) it is proper for me to observe, that the objecticm 
just now stated has not escaped his attention, and that he has 
even attempted an answer to it ; but it is an answer in which 
he admits the justness of the inference which we have drawn 
from his premises ; or, in other words, in which he admits, that^ 
to speak of the moral attributes of Gt)d, or to say that he is 
justy righteotcs, and trtLe^ is to employ words which are altogether 
nugatory and unmeaning. That I may not be accused of mis- 
interpreting the doctrine of this ingenious writer, who on many 
accounts deserves the popularity he enjoys, I shall quote his own 
statement of his opinion on this subject. 

^^ Since moral obligation depends, as we have seen, upon the 
will of God, rightf which is correlative to it, must depend upon 
the same. Bight, therefore, signifies consistency with the wiU 
ofOodT 

" But if the Divine wiU determine the distinction of right 
and wrong, what else is it but an identical proposition to say of 
Gk)d that he acts right? or how is it possible even to conceive 
that he should act wrong f Tet these assertions are intelligible 
and significant. The case is this : By virtue of the two principles, 
that God wills the happiness of his creatures, and that the will 
of Gt)d is the measure of right and wrong, we arrive at certain 
conclusions ; which conclusions become rules ; and we soon learn 
to pronounce actions right or wrong, according as they agree 
or disagree with our rules, without looking farther : and when 
the habit is once established of stopping at the rules, we can go 
back and compare with these rules even the Divine conduct itself; 
and yet it may be true (only not observed by us at the time) that 
the rules themselves are deduced from the Divine will."* 

To this very extraordinary passage (some parts of which I 
confess I do not completely comprehend, but which plainly gives 
up the moral attrtbtUes of God as a form of words that conveys 
no meaning) I have no particular answer to offer. That it was 
written with the purest intentions, and from the complete con- 
viction of the author's own mind, I am perfectly satisfied from 

• [Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy, Book II. chap, ix.] 
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the general scope of his book, as well as from the strong testi- 
mony of the first names in England in favour of the worth of 
the writer ; but it leads to consequences of the most alarming 
nature, comci«iing in every material respect with the systems of 
those scholastic theologians whom Dr. Cudworth classes with 
the Epicurean philosophers of old, and whose errors that great 
and excellent writer has refuted with so splendid a display of 
learning, and such irresistible force of argument.^ 

May I be permitted to add to these strictures, that it is diffi- 
cult to explain the following words of Scripture in any other 
sense than by applying them to such doctrines concerning the 
factitious origin of moral distinctions as have been now under 
our review ? 

^^ Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil ; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness ; that put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter."^ 

SECT. IL— OF THE AGREEABLE AND DISAGREEABLE EMOTIONS 
ARISING FROM THE PERCEPTION OF WHAT IS RIGHT AND 
WRONG IN CONDUCT. 

It is impossible to behold a good action without being con- 
scious of a benevolent affection, either of love or of respect, 
towards the agent; and, consequently, as all our benevolent 
affections include an agreeable feeling, every good action must 
be a source of pleasure to the spectator. Besides this, other 
agreeable feelings, of order, of utility, of peace of mind, &c., 
come, in process of time, to be associated with the general idea 
of virtuous conduct 



^ Wben Dr. Paley first appeared as 
an author, his reading on ethical sub- 
jects seems to me to have been ex- 
tremely limited, and to have extended 
little farther than to the works of that 
ingenious and well-meaning, but fan- 
ciful and superficial writer, Abraham 
Tucker,* author of The Light of Nature 
Puriued. — (See Dr. Paley's Preface.) 



The political part of Paley's book, al- 
though by no means unexceptionable, 
displays talents so far superior to the 
moral, that one would scarcely suppose 
them to have proceeded from the same 
pen. To his work on Natural Religion 
I am happy to be able to give unquali- 
fied praise, 
s Itaiah y. 20. 



* Mr. ToekM'f wocki were pobUihed undsr the flotftioiit name of Bdward Ssaw h , 
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Those qualities in good actions which excite agreeable feel- 
ings in the mind of the spectator, form what some moralists 
have called the Beauty of Virtue, 

All this may be applied miUatia mtdandis^ to explain what is 
meant by the Deformity of Vice. 

This view of the moral faculty, which represents it as a 
species of tastej by which we are determined to the love of 
moral excellence, occurs very frequently in the works of the 
ancients. But I shall confine myself at present to one short 
quotation from Cicero, ^' Nee vero ilia parva vis natursB est 
rationisque, qudd unum hoc animal sentit quid sit ordo ; quid 
sit, quod deceat ; in factis dictisque qui modus. Itaque eorum 
ipsorum, quce adspectu aentiuntur^ nullum aliud animal pul- 
chritudinem, venustatem, convenientiam partium sentit ; qvam 
aimilitudinem natura ratioque ab octdis ad animum trans- 
ferenSj multo etiam magis pulchrittidinemj constantianij or- 
dinem in consiliis factisqtie conservandum putat ; cavetque ne 
quid indecor^, effeminat^ve faciat ; tum in omnibus et opinioni- 
bus et factis, ne quid libidinos^ aut faciat aut cogitet : quibus 
ex rebus conflatur et efficitur id, quod quaarimus Jumestum; 
quod, etiam si nobilitatum non sit, tamen honestum sit; 
quodque ver^ dicimus, etiam, si d. nullo laudetur, natura esse 
laudabile. Formam quidem ipsam, Marce Fili, et tamquam 
faciem honesti vides ; qusB si oculis cemeretur, mirabiles 
amores (ut ait Plato) excitaret sapientiee/'^ 

The same moralists who have applied to virtue and to vice 
the epithets I have now been endeavouring to define, have re- 
marked, that, as in natural objects, so also in the conduct and 
characters of mankind, there are two different species of 
beauty ; — the one what is properly called beauty in the more 
limited and precise acceptation of the term ; the other what is 
properly called grandeur or sublimity. The former naturally 
excites love toward the agent, the latter renders him an object 
of our admiration. To the former class belong the qualities of 
gentleness, candour, condescension, and humanity. To the 
latter, magnanimity, fortitude, inflexible justice, self-command, 

^ De OfficiU, Lib. I. capp. iv. v. 
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contempt of danger, and contempt of death ; those qualities 
which, as exhibited in the character of Caio^ formed in the 
judgment of Seneca a spectacle which Heaven itself might 
behold with pleasure. ^^ Ecce spectaculum Deo dignum, ad 
quod respiciat Jupiter, suo operi intentus, vir fortis cum mala 
fortuna compositua"* Illustrations of this kind abound in 
those writers who have adopted Sbaftesbur/s scheme of 
morals. 

Without deciding at present on the propriety of the expres- 
sions myral beauty and moral deformity, it is of consequence 
for us to remark, that our perception of the qualities which 
these words are employed to denote is plainly distinguishable 
from our perception of actions as right or tvrong. The latter in- 
volves a judgment with respect to certain attributes of actions, 
which no more depend on our perception than the primary 
qualities of body depend on the informations we receive of them 
by our external senses, or than the distinction between mathe- 
matical truth and falsehood depends on the conclusions of our 
understanding. The words beauty and deformity, on the other 
hand, have always a reference to the feelings of the spectator ; 
to the deUght or uneasiness which particular actions produce 
on the mind. 

Nor are these perceptions distinguishable from each other 
merely in theory. The distinct operation of each in producing 
the moral sentiments of mankind is easily discernible by the 
most superficial observer; for, although they are always in 
some degree combined together, yet they are not always com- 
bined in the same relative proportions. There are some men 
who, with Marcus in the play,^ at the bare mention of success- 
ful iniquity, are 

** Tortnred even to madneit ;" 

while others, whose judgments with respect to morality are 
equally sound, possess that steady and dispassionate temper, 

" Which looks on fraud, rehellion, gailt, and C«iar, 
In the cakn light of mild philoaophy.** 

The rectitude, therefore, of our moral judgments, is by no 

• [De PrmndaUia, Cap. n.] * Addison*! Cbfo. 
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means to be estimated by tbe liveliness of the impressions 
which good or bad actions produce on the mind. Indeed, the 
same circumstances which contribute to the accuracy of the 
former have in some respects a tendency to weaken the latter. 
These, like all other passive impressions, are rendered more 
languid by custom ;^ whereas constant exercise and a proper 
application of our intellectual powers in general, are absolutely 
necessary to guard us against the various errors by which the 
power of moral judgment is liable to be perverted The liveli- 
ness too of our moral feelings depends much on accidental 
circumstances ; on constitutional temper, on education^ on early 
associations, and, above all, on the culture which the power of 
imagination has received. 

Notwithstanding, however, the reality and importance of this 
distinction, it has been but little attended to by the greater 
part of philosopher. The ancients had it in view when 
they spoke of the honestum and the pnldirum, to BUatov, and 
TO tcaXov ; but the modems seem in general to have over- 
looked it almost entirely, some of them confining their atten- 
tion exclusively to the one perception, and some to the other. 
Clarke, for example, and his followers, neglecting the considera- 
tion of our moral feelings, have treated of this part of our 
constitution as if it consisted wholly of a power of distinguish- 
ing between right and wrong; and hence their works, how 
satisfactory soever to the understanding, seldom engage the 
imagination, or interest the heart. Shaftesbury, on the other 
hand, and his numerous admirers, by dwelling exclusively on 
our perception of moral beauty and deformity, have been led 
into enthusiasm and declamation, and have furnished licentious 
moralists with a pretence for questioning the immutability of 
moral distinctions. Even Dr. Hutcheson, one of the ablest and 
most judicious of his disciples, has contented himself with this 
partial view of our moral constitution. He everywhere de- 
scribes virtue and vice by the effects accompanying the percep- 

^ On farther reflection this proposition impressions form a singular exception 
Beems to roe somewhat doubtful. Per- to this general law of our Constita- 
baps it may be found that our moral tiou. 
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tion of them, and makes no distinction between the rectitude 
of an action as approved by our reason, and its gratefulness to 
the taste of the observer, or its aptitude to excite his moral 
emotions. 

Another erroneous conclusion of a very dangerous tendency, 
has been suggested by the doctrines of Lord Shaftesbury's 
school Accustomed to define virtue and vice by their agree- 
able or disagreeable effects on the mind of the spectator, his 
followers have been led to extend the meaning of these words 
far beyond their proper signification ; and, as virtue forms 
always an agreeable, and vice a disagreeable object of contem- 
plation, they have concluded that the converse of the proposi- 
tion was equally true, and that everything that was agreeable 
or disagreeable in human character or conduct, might be pro- 
perly expressed by the words virtue and vice. Accordingly, 
Hume, proceeding on the same general principles with Hutche- 
son, has been led to adopt this very conclusion as a fundamental 
truth in ethics, and even to introduce it into the definition 
which he gives of virttie; "virtue," according to his theory, 
^^ consisting in the possession of qualities which are useful or 
agreeable to ourselves or to others."^ That this definition is 
erroneous, is sufficiently evident ; for nothing can be plainer 
than that the words virtue and vice are applicable only to those 
parts of our character and conduct which depend on our own 
voluntary exertion& Sensibility, gaiety, liveliness, good hum- 
our, natural affection, are a source of pleasure to every beholder, 
and wherever they are to be found, entitle the possessor to the 
appellation of amiable ; but in so far as they result from ori- 
ginal constitution, or from external circumstances over which 
he had no control, they certainly do not render him an object 
of moral approbation. 

A farther inaccuracy in the philosophy of Shaftesbury and 
Hutcheson has arisen from the same source, the application of 
the epithets virtuous and vicious to the affections of the mind. 
In order to think with precision on this subject, it is necessaiy 

^ Hume*B Essays. London, 1784, Principles of Mordlst sect, ix., begin- 
Tol. ii. p. 819. — [Inquiry concerning the ning.] 

VOL. VL U 
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for US always to remember that the object of moral approbation 
is not affections but actions. The efforts, indeed, we make to 
cultivate our amiable affections, are in a high degree meritori- 
ous, because the object of the effort is to add to the happiness 
of those with whom we associate, and because the effort depends 
upon ourselves ; but the merit in such cases does not consist in 
the affection, but in the efforts by which it has been cultivated* 

The result of the remarks now made on the systems of 
Shaftesbuiy and Hutcheson amounts to this, that they do not 
draw the line sufficiently between constitutional good qualities, 
and those which are volimtaiy and meritorious. In common 
discourse, indeed, we frequently apply the word virtue to both, 
but it is the last alone which in strict propriety deserves the 
name : and, in our own case, it is of great consequence for us 
to attend to the distinction. In the case of others, as it is im- 
possible for us to draw the line, and as the tendency of our 
nature is rather to think too unfavourably of our neighbours, it 
may be the safest rule to consider every action as meritorious 
which can be supposed, by any reasonable or plausible inter- 
pretation, to have probably, or even possibly, proceeded from a 
virtuous motive. The author of the Man of Feding, [Mr. 
Henry Mackenzie,] among the many beautiful features in the 
character of Harley, has not failed to remark this candid and 
amiable disposition. " Her benevolence," he is speaking of his 
heroine Miss Walton, " was unbounded. Indeed the natural 
tenderness of her heart might have been argued by the frigi- 
dity of a casuist as detracting from her virtue in this respect, 
for her humanity was a feeling, not a principle. But minds 
like Harle/s are not very apt to make this distinction, and 
generally give our virtue credit for all that benevolence which 
is instinctive in our nature." 

In offering these criticisms on the writings of Shaftesbury 
and Hutcheson, I would not be understood to detract from 
their merita I am fully sensible of the infinite service they 
have rendered to this branch of science, by rescuing it from the 
hands of monks and casuists, and restoring it to its ancient 
honours. The enthusiasm with which both of them have 
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painted the charms of moral excellence, while it delights the 
imagination and exalts the taste, is admirably calculated to lay 
hold of the generous affections of youth, and to kindle in their 
breasts the glow of virtue. The Rhapsody of Shaftesbury, in 
particular, whatever the blemishes in point of taste (and they 
are many) which a critical reader may find in it^ will remain 
for ever a monument to the powers of his genius, as well as to 
the purity and elevation of his mind. It is in general free 
from the reprehensible sentiments which have given so much 
just offence in some of his earlier publications, and well merits 
the encomium which Thomson has bestowed on it in his 
enumeration of the illustrious names which have adorned the 
literary history of England. 

" The generons Ashley thine I the friend of man, 
Who scann'd his nature iRrith a hrother*8 eye, 
His weakness prompt to shade ; to raise his aim, 
To touch the finer movements of the mind, 
And with the moral heauty charm the heart.*** 

Still, however, I must again repeat, that it is chiefly on 
account of their practical tendency that I would recommend 
these two eminent writers ; and that, in order to guard our- 
selves against the cavils of sceptics, it is necessary to look out 
for a more solid foundation to morality than their philosophy 
supplies. 

I must not leave this subject of moral heauty ^ without taking 
some notice of a speculation with respect to it, which formed 
one of the favourite doctrines of the Socratic school, and which 
Shaftesbury and some other modem writers have attempted to 
revive. In the observations I have hitherto made, I have pro- 
ceeded on the supposition, that the words heauty and sublimity 
are applied to actions and characters metaphorically, or from 
an analogy between the emotions which certain moral qualities 
and certain material objects produce in the mind. Thia^ which 
is certainly the more obvious and the more common doctrine, 
seems to have been adopted by Cicero in the passage which 
I already [p. 302] quoted, — ('^ quam similitudinem natura 

* [fSeoioni; Summer, 1650. J 
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ratioque ab oculis ad animum transferens^ multo etiam magis 
pulchritudincm, constantiam, ordinem in conciliis facidsque 
conservandum putat.") And as the opinion we form concern- 
ing it has no connexion with any of the inquiries in which we 
have just been engaged, I was unwilling to distract the atten- 
tion by mentioning any other. The philosophers now referred 
to have adopted a conclusion directly opposite to this, and have 
maintained that the words beauty and sublimity express, in 
their literal signification, the qualities of mind ; and that mate- 
rial objects affect us only by means of the moral ideas they 
suggest For my own part I am not prepared to say anything 
very decided either on the one side or the other, but I must 
confess that my present views rather incline to the last of these 
doctrines. The following considerations, in particular, seem to 
me to have great weight 

It is only in the case of our own minds that we have any 
direct or inmiediate knowledge either of intellectual or moral 
qualities. In the case of other men, we know them only by 
their external effects ; that is, either by the natural signs of 
intelligence and sentiment which we read in the countenance, 
or by the information we derive from artificial language, or by 
the inferences we draw from their conduct and behaviour. To 
all these external effects^ but more particularly to the features 
of the countenance, we apply the epithet of beautifuL But I 
believe it will be found that this epithet is applicable to them 
owZy, or at least chiefly y in so far as they are significant. Into 
this question, however, when proposed in general terms, I shdl 
not enter ; nor shall I take upon me positively to say, that there 
is no beauty in certain combinations of complexion and features, 
abstracted from any particular meaning. It is suflBcient for my 
purpose, if it be granted, that the beauty of the human face 
consists chiefly in its expression ; and about this it is impossible 
there can be any controversy. The human face, therefore, it 
would appear, is beautiful, chiefly as it presents to our concep- 
tions the qualities of mind. 

The same observation is applicable very nearly to the material 
universe in general. The pleasurable emotions it excites in the 
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mind of the peasant or mechanic is extremely trifling ; but to 
those whose understandings have received such a degree of cul- 
tivation as to be enabled to read in it the characters of power, 
wisdom, and goodness, how sublime, how beautiful does it ap- 
pear I Even in the case of particular objects, it may be doubted 
whether the beauty of order and uniformity does 'not arise 
partly from some obscure suggestion of design and intelligence. 
I say partly^ because, independent of any such considerations, 
order and uniformity please from the aids they afford to our 
powers of comprehension and memory. If these observations 
are well founded, it will follow that it is mind alone that pos- 
sesses original and underived beauty ; and that what we call 
the beauty of the material world is chiefly, if not wholly, re- 
flected from intellectual and moral qualities ; as the light we 
admire on the disc of the moon and planets is, when traced to 
its original source, the light of the sun. The exclamation, there- 
fore, of the poet in the following lines would appear, notwith- 
standing the enthusiasm which animates it, to be strictly and 
philosophically just : — 

*' Mindf Mind alone ! bear witness, Earth and HeaTen ! 
The living foontains in itself contains, 
Of beauteous and sublime. Here hand in hand 
Sit paramount the g^races. Here enthroned 
Celestial Venus, with divinest airs 
Invites the soul to never-fading joy.*' * 

If with these doctrines of the Socratic school we combine the 
fine and philosophical speculations of Mr. Alison with respect 
to the effect of Association^ they will be found to add greatly 
to the evidence of the general conclusion. Perhaps it may 
appear to some that the former speculations are resolvable into 
the latter. This, however, is not the case; for the former 
relates to naiural signs; the latter to arbitrary connexions 
established in the mind by habit. In the mind of the philoso- 
pher (for example) who traces in the universe the signatures of 
the Divine perfections, the beauties he contemplates cannot, 
with propriety, be referred to association, any more than the 

* [Akenside, Pleamres of ImaginaHon, Book I. 481.] 
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charms of a beautiful face the first time it is seen. But in a 
mind conversant with poetry, to which every object in nature 
recalls a thousand agreeable images, a great part of the pleasing 
effect must be referred to this source. Even here, however, 
association operates in a manner which illustrates and confirms 
the general theory, inasmuch as it produces its effect by making 
objects more significant than they were before ; or, in other 
words, by rendering them the occasions of our conceiving in- 
tellectual and moral beauties, of which they are not naturally 
(Bxpressive.^ 

Whatever opinion we adopt on this speculative question, 
there can be no dispute about the fact, that good actions and 
virtuous characters form the most delightful of all objects to 
the human mind ; and that there are no charms in the external 
universe so powerful as those which recommend to us the cul- 
tivation of the qualities that constitute the perfection and the 
happiness of our nature. 

"Is anght so fiur 

In all the dewy landscapes of the spring, 

In the bright eye of Hesper or the mom, 

In nature's fairest forms, — is anght so fair 

As virtuous friendship ? as the candid blush 

Of him who strives with fortune to be just ? 

The graceful tear that streams for others' woes? 

Or the mild mi^esty of private life, 

Where peace with ever-blooming olive crowns 

The gate ; where honour's liberal hands e£fu8e 

Unenvy'd treasures, and the snowy wings 

Of innocence and love protect the scene ? 
* « « « « 

Look then abroad through nature, to the range 
Of planets, suns, and adamantine spheres. 
Wheeling unshaken through the void immense, 
And speak, man ! does this capacious scene, 
With half that kindling majesty dilate 
Thy strong conception, as when Brutus rose, 
Refiilgent from the stroke of Caesar's fate, 
Amid the crowd of patriots ; and his arm 

* See the profound and eloquent re- Essays on the Nature and 
flections with which Mr. Alison con- of Taste, p. 62, et seq^ last edit 
eludes the first chapter of his admirable 
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Aloft extending, like eternal JoTe 

When guilt brings down the thunder, call'd aloud 

On Tully's name, and shook hia crimson steel. 

And hade the father of his country Hail I 

For lo ! the tyrant prostrate in the dust, 

And Borne again is free !** ^ 

It is no less evident that these two kinds of taste, (that for 
natural, and that for moral beauty,) if not ultimately resolvable 
into the same principles, are at least very nearly allied, or 
very closely connected ; insomuch that every author, who has 
treated professedly of the one, has been insensibly led to 
illustrate his subject by frequent references to the other. Hence 
in poetry the natural and pleasing union of those pictures 
which recall to us the channs of external nature, and that 
moral painting which a£fects and delights the heart The 
intentions of nature, in thus associating the ideas of the beautt- 
/id and the ^ooc^ cannot be mistaken. Much, I am persuaded, 
might be done by a judicious system of education, in following 
out the plan which nature has herself, in this instance, so mani- 
festly traced ; as we find, indeed, was done to a very great 
degree in those ancient schools, who considered it as the most 
important of all objects to establish such a union between 
philosophy and the fine arts, as might add to the natural 
beauty of virtue every attraction which the imagination could 
give her. Some pleasing illustrations of this idea occur in 
the poetry of Akenside ; and many striking proofs of the prac- 
ticability of the attempt might be drawn from the examples 
we daily see of the influence of association in concealing the 
meanness and deformity of fashionable vices. 

In enforcing, indeed, the precepts of practical morality, as 
well as in conducting the business of general education, the 
ancients possessed important advantages over us. An unfor- 
tunate separation had not then taken place between the active 

^ [Akenside, Heaiurea of Imagina- Cicero. " Cnsare interfecto, statim cm 

turn, Book I. 500, 487.]— Nohly as this entum alte extollens M. Brutus pugio- 

scene is painted hy Akenside, he has nem, Ciceronem nominatim exclamarit, 

rather weakened, hy his amplifications, atque ei recuperatam libertatem est 

the effect of the simple narratiTe of gratulatus."— i%i2fti)p»ca, ii. 12. 
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and the speculative professions ; nor was philosophy understood 
to be merely a fit subject of declamation and dispute for the 
period of academical instruction, which the experience of real 
life was soon to eflface from the memory. The teachers of 
moral truth were men who had been themselves engaged in the 
important concerns of their country, and who ennobled their 
precepts by the lustre of their own example ; and it was from 
iheir schools — "warm," as the poet expresses it, ^^from the 
schools of glory ^ that the youth entered on the pursuits of 
business, or the career of ambition. "Magnus ex hoc usus, 
multum constantiae, plurimum judicii juvenibus statim contin- 
gebat, in media luce studentibus et inter ipsa discrimina." 
As for us, since the manners of modem Europe liave rendered 
such a plan of education impossible by relegating philosophy 
to the shade of monastic retirement, what remains but to avail 
ourselves of the monuments which these illustrious men have 
left of their genius and of their virtues ; and by exhibiting to 
youth the precepts of ancient wisdom dignified by the splendour 
of heroic action, to weaken as far as may be those prevailing 
and fatal prejudices which lead the dissipated and the thought- 
less to apprehend, that, in a conscientious regard to moral 
obligation, there is anything incompatible with an enlightened 
understanding or a magnanimous spirit ! It is fortunate for 
this purpose that the common system of education in thiw 
country, amidst all its defects, by inspiring the tender mind 
with a warm admiration of classical genius, has a tendency to 
associate in the imagination the noblest lessons of public and 
private virtue with all that can captivate the heart or delight 
the fancy. A judicious selection from the classics directed to 
this particular object of moral instruction, and cleared of all 
those erroneous maxims which originate in the peculiar man- 
ners and policy of antiquity, or in the superstitious opinions 
of the heathen world, is still an important desideratum in our 
literature. 

It would be improper to bring this subject to a conclusion 
without mentioning the attempt which Mr. Hume has made to 
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show, that what we call the Beauty of Virtue is the Beauty of 
UtiUty.* For a particular examination and refutation of this 
opinion I shall refer the reader to Mr. Smith's Theory of Moral 
Sentiments.^ 

Although, however, Mr. Smith differs from Mr. Hume in 
thinking that virtue pleases because we consider it to be useful^ 
he agrees with him that all those qualities which we consider 
as amiable or agreeable are really useful either to ourselves or 
to others. In this respect their conclusions coincide with the 
doctrines of the Socratic school, and afford additional evidence 
of the beneficent solicitude with which nature allures us to the 
practice of our duty. 

'' Do you imagine," says Socrates to Aristippus, " that what 
is good is not beautiful ? Have you not observed that these 
appearances always coincide ? Virtue, for instance, in the same 
respect as to which we call it good, is ever acknowledged to be 
beautiful also. In the character we always join the two deno- 
minations together.^ The beauty of human bodies corresponds, 
in like manner, with that economy of parts which constitutes 
them good ; and in every circumstance of life the same object 
is constantly accounted both beautiful and good, inasmuch as 
it answers the purposes for which it was designed.''^ 

SECT. III.— OF THE PERCEPTION OF MERIT AND DEMERIT. 

The various actions performed by other men not only excite 
in our minds a benevolent affection towards them, or a disposi- 
tion to promote their happiness, but impress us with a sense of 
the merit of the agents. We perceive them to be the proper 
objects of love and esteem, and that it is morally right that 
they should receive their reward. We feel ourselves called on 
to make their worth known to the world, in order to procure 

* [E$9ay$f Vol. II. — Inquiry ooneem- *Xenophontis Memorahiliat Lib. HI. 

i$tg ^ PHncipUi of Morah/ii ii. v.] cap. viii. (The translation is Aken- 

t [Part IV. chaps, i. ii.] side^s. — [In note to Fle€uurea oflmagi' 

^ Which the Athenians did bj the noHon, Book I. 874.]) 

words »mX$»^ym$H and MmX$»tfymim. 
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them the favour and respect they deserve ; and if we allow it 
to remain secret we are conscious of injustice in suppressing 
the natural language of the heart 

On the other hand, when we are witnesses of an act of sel- 
fishness, of cruelty, or of oppression, whether we ourselves are 
sufferers or not, we are not only inspired with aversion and 
hatred towards the delinquent, but find it difficult to restrain 
our indignation from breaking loose against him. By this 
natural impulse of the mind a check is imposed on the bad 
passions of individuals, and a provision is made even before 
the establishment of positive laws for the good order of 
society. 

In our own case how delightful are our feelings when we are 
conscious of doing well ? By a species of instinct we know 
ourselves to be the object of the esteem and attachment of our 
fellow-creatures, and we feel, with the evidence of a perception, 
that Heaven smiles on our labours, and that we enjoy the ap- 
probation and favour of the invisible witness of our conduct 
Hence it is that we not only have a sense of merits but an 
anticipation of reward, and look forward to the future with 
increased confidence and hope. Nor is this confidence weak- 
ened, provided we retain our integrity unshaken by the strokes 
of adverse fortune, but, on the contrary, we feel it increase in 
proportion to the efforts that we have occasion to make ; and 
even in the moment of danger and of death it exhorts us to 
persevere, and assures us that all will be finally well with us. 
Hence the additional heroism of the brave when they draw the 
sword in a worthy cause. They feel themselves animated with 
tenfold strength, relying on the succour of an invisible arm, 
and seeming to trust, while employed in promoting the bene- 
ficent purposes of Providence, " that guardian angels combat 
Qn their side." Although, however, this sense of merit which 
accompanies the performance of good actions convinces the 
philosopher of the connexion which the Deity has established 
between virtue and happiness, he does not proceed on the sup- 
position, that on particular occasions miraculous interpositions 
are to be made in his favour. That virtue is the most direct 
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road to happiness he sees to be the case even in this world ; 
but he knows that the Deity governs by general laws ; and 
when he feels himself disappointed in the attainment of his 
wishes, he acquiesces in his lot, and looks forward with hope to 
futurity. It is an error of the vulgar to expect that good or 
bad fortime is, even in this toorld, to be the immediate conse- 
quence of good or bad actions, — a prejudice of which we may 
trace the influence in all ages and nations, but more parti- 
cularly in times of superstition and ignorance. From this 
error arose the practices of judicial combat^ and of trial by 
ordeal^ both of which formerly prevailed in this part of the 
world, and of which the latter (as appears from the Asiatic 
Researches) kept its ground in Hindostan as late as 1784,^ and 
probably keeps its ground at this day. Absurd as these ideas 
are, they show strongly how natural to the human mind are 
the sentiments now under consideration ; for this belief of the 
connexion between virtue and good fortmie has plainly taken 
its rise from the natural connexion between the ideas of virtue 
and meritj a connexion which, we may rest assured, is agree- 
able to the general laws by which the universe is governed, but 
which the slightest reflection may satisfy us cannot always cor- 
respond with the order of events in such a world as we inhabit 
at present 

I am not certain but we may trace something of the same 
kind in the sports of children, who have all a notion that good 
fortune in their games of chance depends upon perfect fairness 
towards their adversaries, and that those are certain to lose who 
attempt to take secretly any undue advantage. 



^ " In the code of the Gentoo laws 
mention is made of the trial by ordeal, 
which was one of the first laws insti- 
tuted by Moses among the Jews. (See 
NtanberBf chap. t. from the 12th to 
the 81st verse.) fire or water were 
QsnaUy employed; bnt in India the 
mode Taries, and is often determined by 
the choice of the parties. I remember 
a letter from a man of rank, who was 
accosed of corresponding in time of war 



with the enemy, in which he says, ' Let 
my accuser be produced ; let me see him 
fisce to face; let the most venomous 
snakes be put into a pot ; let us put our 
hands into it together ; let it be covered 
for a certain time; and he who re- 
maineth unhurt shall be innocent.' ** 

'' This trial is always accompanied 
with the solemnities of a religious cere- 
mony.** — (Crawford's Sketches cf the 
Hmdooe, p. 298, edit, of 1790.) 
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" Pueri Indentes, Bex erit, aiant, 
Si rectd fiicies." ^ 

Indeed the moral perceptions (although frequently misapplied 
in conBequence of the weakness of reason and the want of ex- 
perience) may be as distinctly traced in the mind at that time 
of life as ever afterwards, when surely it cannot be supposed 
that they are the result, as some authors have held, of a convic- 
tion, founded on actual observation, of the utility of virtue. 

I shall conclude this subject with again recalling to the atten- 
tion of the reader a very remarkable fact formerly stated, [p. 222,] 
that our moral emotions seem to be stronger with respect to 
the conduct of others than our own. A man who can be guilty, 
apparently without remorse, of the most flagrant injustice, will 
yet feel the warmest indignation against a similar act of in<- 
justice in another ; and the best of men know it to be in many 
cases a useful rule, before they determine on any particular 
conduct, to consider how they would judge of the conduct of 
another in the same circumstances. '^ Do to others as ye would 
that they should do unto you." This is owing to the influence 
of self-partiality and self-deceit. Mr. Smith has been so much 
struck with the difference of our moral judgments in our own 
case and in that of another, that he has concluded conscience 
to be only an application to ourselves of those rules which we 
have collected, from observing our feelings in cases in which 
we are not personally concerned.* I shall afterwards state some 
objections to which this opinion is liable. 

Were it not for the influence of self-deceit, it could liardly 
happen that a man should habitually act in direct opposition 
to his moral principles. We know, however, that this is but 
too frequently the case. The most perfect conviction of the 
obligation of virtue, and the strongest moral feelings, will be of 
little use in regulating our conduct, unless we are at pains to 
attend constantly to the state of our own character, and to 
scrutinize with the most suspicious care the motives of our 



^ Horatii EpUtoUet Lib. I. Ep. i. 59. ciallj, Part III. chap, iii., and Part I. 
* [ITieory of Moral 8enJtm$wU; espe- sect. i. chaps. 3, 4.] 
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actiona Hence the importance of the precept so much recom- 
mended by the moralists of all ages, — *' know yourself." 

These observations may convince ub still more of the truth 
of what I have elsewhere remarked with respect to sefUimerUal 
reading, and of its total insufficiency for forming a virtuous 
character without many other precaution&^ Where its effects 
are corrected by habits of business, and every instance of con« 
duct is brought home by the reader to himself, it may be a 
source of solid improvement ; for although strong mond feel- 
ings do by no means alone constitute virtue, yet they add to 
the satisfaction we derive from the discharge of our duiy, and 
they increase the interest we take in the prosperity of virtue in 
the world. 

^ Pldhtopky of ih» Humtm Mmd, Y6L I. [Cluqp. tH. Met. S.^IForb, Vol IL 
pp. 465, 466.] 



CHAPTER VL 

OP MORAL OBLIGATION. 

AocoBDiKG to some systems, moral obligation is founded 
entirely on our belief that virtue is enjoined by the conmiand 
of Gk>d. But how, it may be asked, does this belief impose an 
obligation ? Only one of two answers can be given. Either 
that there is a moral fitness that we should conform our will to 
that of the Author and the Governor of the universe ; or that 
a rational self-love should induce us, from motives of prudence, 
to study every means of rendering ourselves acceptable to the 
Almighty Arbiter of happiness and misery. On the first sup- 
position we reason in a circle. We resolve our sense of moral 
obligation into our sense of religion, and the sense of religion 
into that of moral obligation. 

The other system, which makes virtue a mere matter of 
prudence, although not so obviously unsatisfactory, leads to 
consequences which suflSciently invalidate every argument in 
its favour. Among others it leads us to conclude, 1. That the 
disbelief of a future state absolves from all moral obligation, 
excepting in so far as we find virtue to be conducive to our 
present interest. 2. That a being independently and com- 
pletely happy, cannot have any moral perceptions or any moral 
attributes. 

But farther, the notions of reward and punishment presup- 
pose the notions of right and wrong. They are sanctions of 
virtue, or additional motives to the practice of it, but they 
suppose the existence of some previous obligation. 

In the last place, if moral obligation be constituted by a re- 
gard to our situation in another life, how shall the existence of 
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a future state be proved, or even rendered probable by the light 
of nature ? or how shall we discover what conduct is acceptable 
to the Deity ? The truth is, that the strongest presumption 
for such a state is deduced from our natural notions of right 
and wrong; of merit and demerit; and from a comparison 
between these and the general course of human affairs. 

It is absurd, therefore, to ask why we are bound to practise 
virtue. The very notion of virtue implies the notion of obliga- 
tion. Every being who is conscious of the distinction between 
right and wrong, carries about with him a law which he is 
bound to observe, notwithstanding he may be in total ignorance 
of a future state. " What renders obnoxious to punishment," 
as Dr. Butler has well remarked, ^ is not the foreknowledge of it, 
but merely the violating a known obligation." Or, (as Pkto has 
expressed the same idea,) to /i€v opOov v6fiJof; i<rn fiaaCKuoi^} 

From what has been stated, it follows that the moral faculty, 
considered as an active power of the mind, differs essentially 
from all the others hitherto enumerated. The least violation 
of its authority fills us with remorse. On the contrary, the 
greater the sacrifices we make in obedience to its suggestions, 
the greater are our satisfaction and triumph. 

The supreme authority of conscience, although beautifully 
described by many of the ancient moralists, was not sufficiently 
attended to by modem writers, as a fundamental principle in 
the science of ethics, till the time of Dr. Butler. Too little stress 
is laid on it by Lord Shaftesbury ; and the omission is the chief 
defect in his system of morals. Shaftesbury's opinion, however, 
although he does not state it explicitly in his Inquiry^ seems to 
have been precisely the same at bottom with that of Butler.^ 

With respect to Dr. Butler, I shall take this opportunity of 
remarking, that in his Sermons on Human Nature, in the Pre- 
face to his Sermons, and in a short Dissertation on Virtue 
annexed to his Analogy, he has, in my humble opinion, gone 
farther towards a just explanation of our moral constitution than 

^ Minos, [{ 9.] I. Mct ii. paragraphs first and second. 

—[CharadentHea, Vol. I. p. 168, §eq., 
s See his Advice to an Author, Part ed. 1711.1 
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any other modern philosopher. Without aiming at the praise 
of novelty or of refinement, he has displayed singular penetration 
and sagacity in availing himself of what was sound in former 
systems, and in supplying their defects. He is commonly con- 
sidered as an uninteresting and obscure writer: but, for my 
own part, I never could perceive the slightest foundation for 
such a charge ; though I am ready to grant that he pays little 
attention to the graces of composition, and that the construction 
of his sentences is frequently unskilful and unharmonious. As 
to the charge of obscurity, which he himself anticipated from 
the nature of his subject, he has replied to it in the most satis- 
factory manner in the preface already referred to. I think it 
proper to add, that I would by no means propose these sermons 
(which were originally preached before the learned Society of 
Lincoln's Inn) as models for the pulpit. I consider them merely 
in the light of philosophical essays. In the same volume with 
them, however, are to be found some practical and characteris- 
tical discourses, which are peculiarly interesting and impressive, 
particularly the sermons On Self-deceit^ and On the Character 
of Balaam; both of which evince an intimate acquaintance 
with the springs of human action, rarely found in union with 
speculative and philosophical powers of so high an order. The 
chief merit, at the same time, of Butler as an ethical writer, 
undoubtedly lies in what he has written on the Supreme Autho- 
rity of Conscience as the governing principle of human conduct, 
— a doctrine which he has placed in the strongest and happiest 
lights ; and which, before his time, had been very little attended 
to by the moderns. It is sometimes alluded to by Lord Shaftes- 
bury, but so very slightly, as almost to justify the censure which 
Butler bestows on this part of his writings. 

The scope of Butler's own reasonings may be easily conceived 
from the passage of Scripture which he has chosen as the 
ground-work of his argument : " For when the Gtentiles, which 
have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these having not the law, are a law unto themselves."* 

* [Bomans ii. 14. The Bermon referred to, touching Conscience, is the Becond 
of those Upon Human Nature.] 
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One of the clearest and most concise statements of this doc- 
trine that I have met with, is in a sermon On the Nature and 
Obligations of VirtuCj by Dr. Adams of Oxford ; the justness 
of whose ideas on this subject makes it the more surprising that 
his pupil and friend, Dr. Samuel Johnson, should have erred so 
very widely from the truth. " Bight" says he, " implies duty 
in its idea. To perceive an action to be right, is to see a reason 
for doing it in the action itself, abstracted from all other con- 
siderations whatever; and this perception, this acknowledged 
rectitude in the action, is the very essence of obligation, that 
which commands the approbation and choice, and binds the 
conscience of every rational human being." ..." Nothing can 
bring us under an obligation to do what appears to our moral 
judgment torong. It may be supposed our interest to do this, 
but it cannot be supposed our duty. For, I ask, if some power, 
which we are unable to resist, should assume the command over 
us, and give us laws which are unrighteous and unjust, should 
we be under an obligation to obey him ? Should we not rather 
be obliged to shake off the yoke, and to resist such usurpation, 
if it were in our power ? However, then, we might be swayed 
by hope or fear, it is plain that we are under an obligation to 
right, which is antecedent, and in order and nature superior to 
all other. Power may compel, interest may bribe, pleasure may 
persuade, but reason only can oblige. This is the only autho- 
rity which rational beings can own, and to which they owe 
obedience." 

Dr. Clarke has expressed himself nearly to the same purpose. 
" The judgment anJ conscience of a man's own mind concern- 
ing the reasonableness and fitness of the thing is the truest and 
formallest obligation ; for wlioever acts contrary to this sense 
and conscience of his own mind is necessarily self -condemned ; 
and the greatest and strongest of all obligations is that which a 
man cannot break through without condemning himself. So 
far, therefore, as men are conscious of what is i*ight and wrongs 
80 far they are under an obligation to act accordingly."*^ 

• \WarTc8, (folio edition,) Vol. 11. p. 614 ; Evideneet of Natural and BeveaM 
BdigioUf under Prop, i] 

VOIi. VI, X 



322 PHILOSOPHY OF THE MOBAL POWEBS. — B. II. THE BATIONAL. 

I would not have quoted so many passages in illustration of 
a point which appears to myself so very obvious, if I had not 
been anxious to counteract the authority of some eminent writers 
who have lately espoused a very different system, by showing 
how widely they have departed from the sound and philoso- 
phical views of their predecessors. I confess, too, I should have 
distrusted my own judgment, if, on a question so interesting to 
human happiness, and so open to examination, I had been led, 
by any theoretical refinements, to a conclusion which was not 
sanctioned by the concurrent sentiments of other impartial in- 
quirers. The fact, however, is, that as this view of human 
nature is the most simple, so it is the most ancient which 
occurs in the history of moral science. It was the doctrine of 
the Pythagorean school, as appears from a fragment of Theages, 
a Pythagorean writer, pubHshed in Gale's Opusctda Mytholo- 
gica} It is also explained by Plato in some of his dialogues, 
in which he compares the soul to a commonwealth, and reason 
to the council of state, which governs and directs the whole. 

Cicero has expressed the same system very clearly and con- 
cisely. ^' Duplex enim est vis animorum atque natures. Una 
pars in appetitu posita est, (qu89 est opfiri Graece,) quae homi- 
nem hue et illuc rapit ; altera in ratione, quad dooet et explanat, 
quid faciendum fugiendumve sit. Ita fit ut ratio praesit, ap- 
petitus obtemporet."* In the following passage this doctrine is 
enforced in a manner peculiarly sublime and impressive. 

" Est quidem vera Lex^ recta ratio, naturae congruens, diffiisa 
in omnes, constans, sempitema, quaa vocet ad ofiScium jubendo, 
vetando a fraude deterreat. . . . Nee erit alia Lex Bomaa, alia 
Athenis, alia nunc, alia posthac ; sed et omnes gentes, et omni 
tempore una lex et sempiterna et immortalis continebit ; unus- 
que erit communis quasi magister et imperator omnium Deu& 
Ille hujus legis inventor, disceptator, later. Cui qui non 
parebit, ipse se fugiet, ac naturam hominis aspemabitur ; atque 

^ Cpuscula Myihohgica Phynca et lected by Gale, is spurious. See aboTe^ 

FAhica. Amstel. 1688, p. 688, et seq. p. 105,— JEd.] 
[The fragment of Theages, as are all 
^he other Pythagorean fragments col- ♦ [De Officus, Lib. I. cap. xxviiL] 
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hoc ipso luet maximas poenas, etiamsi ceetera supplicia, quad 
putantur, effugerit."^ 

It is very justly observed by Mr. Smith, (and I consider the 
remark as of the highest importance,) that ^' if the distinction 
pointed out in the foregoing quotations between the moral 
faculty and our other active powers be acknowledged, it is of 
the less consequence what particular theory we adopt concern- 
ing the origin of our moral ideas.'' And accordingly, though 
he resolves moral approbation ultimately into a /eding of the 
mind, he nevertheless represents the supremacy of conscience 
as a principle which is equally essential to all the different 
systems that have been proposed on the subject. '^ Upon what- 
ever we suppose our moral faculties to be founded,'' I quote his 
own words, ^^ whether upon a certain modification of reason, 
upon an original instinct called a moral sense, or upon some 
other principle of our nature, it cannot be doubted that they 
are given us for the direction of our conduct in this life. 
They carry along with them the most evident badges of their 
authority, which denote that they were set up within us to be 
the supreme arbiters of all our actions ; to superintend all our 
senses, passions, and appetites ; and to judge how far each of 
them was to be either indulged or restrained. Our moral 
faculties are by no means, as some have pretended, upon a 
level in this respect with the other faculties and appetites of 
our nature, endowed with no more right to restrain these last, 
than these last are to restrain tbem. No other faculty or prin- 
ciple of action judges of any other. Love does not judge of 
resentment, nor resentment of love. Those two passions may 
be opposite to one another, but cannot, with any propriety, be 
said to approve or disapprove of one another. But it is the 
peculiar office of those faculties now under consideration to 
judge, to bestow censure or applause upon all the other prin- 
ciples of our nature."* 

" Since these, therefore," continues Mr. Smith, " were plainly 
intended to be the governing principles of human nature, the 

^ Fragmentum Dt BepubUoa, Lib. ' Theory of Moral SentimenU, YoL 
UL I. p. 410, 6th Edit. [Part m. chap, t.] 
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rules which they prescribe are to be regarded as the commandB 
and laws of the Deity promulgated by those vicegerents which 

he has thus set up within us By acting according to 

their dictates we may be said, in some sense, to co-operate with 
the Deity, and to advance, as far as in our power, the plan 
of Providence. By acting otherwise, on the contrary, we seem 
to obstruct, in some measure, the scheme which the Author of 
Nature has established for the happiness and perfection of the 
world, and to declare ourselves in some measure the enemies of 
God. Hence we are natiu*ally encouraged to hope for his 
extraordinary favour and reward in the one case, and to dread 
his vengeance and punishment in the other.^ 

I have only to add farther on this subject at present, that 
the supreme authority of conscience is felt and tacitly acknow- 
ledged by the worst no less than by the best of men ; for even 
they who have thrown oflf all hypocrisy with the world are at 
pains to conceal their real character from their own eyes. No 
man ever, in a soliloquy or private meditation, avowed to 
himself that he was a villain ; nor do I believe that such a 
character as Joseph in the School /or Scandal (who is intro- 
duced as reflecting coolly on his own knavery and baseness, 
without any uneasiness but what arises from the dread of 
detection) ever existed in the world. Such men, probably, 
impose on themselves fully as much as they do upon others. 
Hence the various artifices of self-deceit which Butler has so 
well described in his discourses on that subject. 

" We may defend viUany," says Lord Shaftesbury, " and cry 
up folly before the world. But to appear fools, madmen, or 
varlets to ourselves, and prove it to our own faces that we are 
really such, is insupportable. For so true a reverence has every 
one for himself when he comes clearly to appear before his 
close companion, that he had rather profess the vilest things 
of himself in open company than hear his character privately 
from his own mouth. So that we may readily from hence 
conclude, that the chief interest of ambition, avarice, corrup- 
tion, and every sly insinuating vice, is to prevent this interview 

> Tlieorij of Moral SentlmenU, Vol. I. rx). 412-416. [Part HI. ch^. ▼.] 
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and familiarity of discourse which is consequent upon close 
retirement and inward recess."^ 

Somewhat to the same purpose it is remarked hy a laie lively 
and ingenious, though eccentric writer, (Soame Jenyns,) that 
'' men's opinions much oftener proceed from their actions than 
their actions from their opinions. They act first, and then 
with great facility reconcile their principles to their conduct ; 
for which reason we find many whom no advantage can induce 
to do anything which appears to them wrong, hut of that many 
very few who can ever be convinced that anything is wrong 
from which either pleasure or profit accrues to themselvea"* 

It is hardly necessary for me to observe, that there is no 
merit in our moral perceptions but in acting agreeably to them. 
We commonly, indeed, and justly consider the want of them as 
a mark of depravity, because we proceed on the supposition 
that every man has received them from nature, and that it is 
only by habits of profligacy that they can be eradicated. 

How powerful their influence is over the mind appears re- 
markably from the general taste for moral novels and for 
tragedy, and from the enthusiastic rapture with which virtuous 
sentiments from the stage are uniformly received. " I am a 
man, and feel an interest in all mankind." (Homo sum, 
humani nihil a me alienum puto.) It is said by St Augustine, 
that at the delivery of this sentiment the whole Boman theatre 
resounded with applause.^ We may venture to say that a 
similar sentiment, well pronounced by an actor, would at this 
day, in the most corrupted capital in Europe, be followed by a 
similar burst of sympathetic emotion. 

..." Vojes k DOS spectacles 
Quand on peint qaelque trait de candeur, do boutS, 
Oii brille en toat son jour la tendre humanity, 

' Shaflesbnry's Advice to an Author, Terence. [Colman is of the few anno- 
Part I. sect. 2. tators apon Terence who have taken 

•[new of the IrOerwd Evi<bme, o/ "»'• »^ ^\ ^"*'°'f, teatlmony. Thi. 

Oe Christian SeUgion, 1776.] *^-) » <«"'"<'^ ^7 Jl th« commenUtor. 

^ ^ "• in the ample edition of Westerhonus. — 

« See a Note on this line in Colman's See ElemeiUa, Vol. IH. ( WorU, VoL 

translation of the SeV-IbrmaUor of IV.) pp. 169, 170—^.1 
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Tons lea coBun Bont rempliB d*ane TolaptS pure, 
Et (fesi Ul qu^on eniend lecridela nature."^ 

'^ On such occasions," as a late writer remarks, ^^ though we 
may think meanly of the genius of the poet, it is impossible 
not to think, and to be happy in thinking, highly of the people; 
— the people whose opinions may often be folly, whose conduct 
may sometimes be madness, but whose sentiments are almost 
always honourable and just ; — the people whom an author may 
delight with bombast, may amuse with tinsel, may divert with 
indecency, but whom he cannot mislead in principle, nor harden 
into humanity. It is only the mob in the side-boxes, who, in 
the coldness of self-interest, or the languor of out-worn dissipa- 
tion, can hear unmoved the sentiments of compassion, of gener- 
osity, or of yirtua"* 

* Le Michani, Gom^die de Gresset. — Heniy Mackenzie, Esq. IVansacHomt 
[See WarJu, above, Vol. IV. p. 170.] of the Boyal SodOy of JSdinlmrgh, Vol 

* Account qf the Cfermm Theatre, bj 11. Part ii. p. 174. 



CHAPTER VII. 

OF CERTAIN PRINCIPLES WfflCH CO-OPERATE WITH OUR MORAL 
POWERS IN THEIR INFLUENCE ON THE CONDUCT. 

In order to secure still more completely the good order of 
society, and to facilitate the acquisition of virtuous habits, 
nature has superadded to our moral constitution a variety of 
auxiliary principles, which sometimes give rise to a conduct 
agreeable to the rules of morality, and highly useful to man- 
kind, where the merit of the individual, considered as a moral 
agent, is inconsiderable. Hence some of them have been con- 
founded with our moral powers, or even supposed to be of 
themselves sufficient to account for the phenomena of moral 
perception, by authors whose views of human nature have not 
been sufficiently comprehensive. The most important prin- 
ciples of this description, are, Ist, A regard to Character. 
2dy Sjrmpathy. 3rf, The Sense of the Ridiculous. And, 4ihy 
Taste. The principle of Self-love (which was treated of in a 
former section) co-operates very powerfully to the same pur- 
poses. 

SECT. I. — OP DECENCY, OB A REGARD TO CHARACTER. 

Upon this subject I had formerly occasion to offer various 
remarks in treating of the desire 0/ esteem. But the view of it 
which I then took was extremely general, as I did not think it 
necessary for me to attend to the distinction between Intellec- 
tual and Moral qualities. There can be no doubt that a regard 
to the good opinion of our fellow-creatures has great influence 
in prompting our exertions to cultivate both the one and the 
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other ; but what we are more particularly concerned to remark 
at present, is the effect which this principle has in strengthen- 
ing our virtuous habits, and in restraining those passions which 
a sense of duty alone would not be sufficient to regulate. 

I before observed, that the desire of esteem operates in 
children before they have a capacity of distinguishing right 
from wrong ; and that the former principle of action continues 
for a long time to be much more powerful than the latter. 
Hence it furnishes a most useful and effectual engine in the 
business of education, more particularly by training us early to 
exertions of self-command and self-deniaL It teaches us, for 
example, to restrain our appetites within those bounds which 
delicacy prescribes, and thus forms us to habits of moderation 
and temperance. And although our conduct cannot be deno- 
minated virtuous, so long as a regard to the opinion of others 
is our sole motive, yet the habits we thus acquire in infancy 
and childhood render it more easy for us to subject our pas- 
sions to reason and conscience as we advance to maturity. The 
subject well deserves a more ample illustration ; but at present 
it is sufficient to recall these remarks to the recollection of the 
reader. 

SECT. II. — OF SYMPATHY. 

That there is an exquisite pleasure annexed by the constitu- 
tion of our nature to the sympathy or fellow-feeling of other 
men with our joys and sorrows, and even with our opinions, 
tastes, and humours, is a fact obvious to vulgar observation. 
It is no less evident that we feel a disposition to accommodate 
the state of our own minds to that of our companions, wherever 
we feel a benevolent affection towards them, and that this ac- 
commodating temper is in proportion to the strength of our 
affection. In such cases sympathy would appear to be grafted 
on benevolence ; and perhaps it might be found, on an accurate 
examination, that the greater part of the pleasure which 
sympathy yields is resolvable into that which arises from the 
exercise of kindness, and from the consciousness of being 
beloved. 
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The phenomena generally referred to sympathy have ap- 
peared to Mr. Smith so important, and so curiously connected, 
that he has been led to attempt an explanation from this single 
principle of all the phenomena of moral perception. In this 
attempt, however, (abstracting entirely from the vague use 
which he occasionally makes of the word,) he has plainly been 
misled, like many eminent philosophers before him, by an ex- 
cessive love of simplicity ; and has mistaken a very subordinate 
principle in our moral constitution (or rather a principle super- 
added to our moral constitution as an auxiliary to the sense of 
duty) for that faculty which distinguishes right from wrong, 
and which (by what name soever we may choose to call it) 
recurs on us constantly in all our ethical disquisitions, as an 
ultimate fact in the nature of man. 

I shall take this opportunity of offering a few remarks on 
this most ingenious and beautiful theory, in the course of which 
I shall have occasion to state all that I think necessary to 
observe concerning the place which sympathy seems to me 
really to occupy in our moral constitution. In stating these 
remarks, I would be understood to express myself with all the 
respect and veneration due to the talents and virtues of a 
writer, whose friendship I regard as one of the most fortunate 
incidents of my life, but, at the same time, with that entire 
freedom which the importance of the subject demands, and 
which I know that his candid and liberal mind would have 
approved. 

In addition to the incidental strictures which I have already 
hazarded on Mr. Smith's theory, I have yet to state two objec- 
tions of a more general nature, to which it appears to me to be 
obviously liable. But before I proceed to these objections, it is 
necessary for me to premise (which I shall do in Mr. Smith's 
words) a remark which I have not hitherto had occasion to 
mention, and which may be justly regarded as one of the most 
characteristical principles of his system. 

" Were it possible," says he, " that a human creature could 
grow up to manhood in some solitary place, without any com- 
munication with his own species, he could no more think of his 
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own character, of the propriety or demerit of his own senti- 
ments and conduct, of the beauty or deformity of his own 
mind, than of the beauty or deformity of his own face. All 
these are objects which he cannot easily see, which naturally 
he does not look at, and with regard to which he is provided 
with no mirror which can present them to his view. Bring 
him into society, and he is immediately provided with the 
mirror which he wanted before. It is placed in the counten- 
ance and behaviour of those he lives with, which always mark 
when they enter into, and when they disapprove of his senti- 
ments, and it is here that he first views the propriety and 
impropriety of his own passions, the beauty and deformity of 
his own mind."* 

To this account of the origin of our moral sentiments it may 
be objected, 1^ That granting the proposition to be true, 
^ that a human creature who should grow up to manhood 
without any communication with his own species, could no 
more think of the propriety or demerit of his own sentiments, 
than of the beauty or deformity of his own face," it would by 
no means authorize the conclusion which is here deduced from 
it. The necessity of social intercourse as an indispensable 
condition implied in the generation and growth of our moral 
sentiments, does not arise merely from its effect in holding up a 
mirror for the examination of our own character, but from 
the impossibility of finding, in a solitary state, any field for the 
exercise of our most important moral duties. In such a state 
the moral faculty would inevitably remain dormant and useless, 
for the same reason that the organ of sight would remain use- 
less and unknown to a person who should pass his whole life in 
the darkness of a dungeon. 

2d, It may be objected to Mr. Smith's theory, that it con- 
founds the means or expedients by which nature enables us to 
correct our moral judgments, with the principles in our consti- 
tution to which our moral judgments owe their origin. These 
means or expedients he has indeed described with singular 
penetration and sagacity, and by doing so, has thrown new and 

* [Theory of Moral SentimenUj Part III. chap. i. sub tnitio.] 
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most important lights on practical morality ; but, after all his 
reasonings on the subject, the metaphysical problem concerning 
the primary sources of our moral ideas and emotions, will be 
found involved in the same obscurity as before. The intention 
of such expedients, it is perfectly obvious, is merely to obtain a 
just and fair view of circumstances ; and after this view has 
been obtained, the question still remains, what constitutes the 
obligation upon me to act in a particular manner ? In answer 
to this question it is said, that, from recollecting my own judg- 
ments in similar cases in which I was concerned, I infer in 
what light my conduct will appear to society ; that there is an 
exquisite satisfaction annexed to mutual s}rmpathy ; and that, 
in order to obtain this satisfaction, I accommodate my conduct, 
not to my own feelings, but to those of my fellow-creatures. 
Now, I acknowledge, that this may account for a man's assum- 
ing the appearance of virtue, and I believe that something of 
this sort is the real foundation of the rules of good breeding in 
polished society;^ but in the important concerns of life, I 
apprehend there is something more, — for when I have once 
satisfied myself with respect to the conduct which an impartial 
judge would approve of, I feel that this conduct is right for 
me, and that I am under a moral obligation to put it in prac- 
tice. If I had had recourse to no expedient for correcting my 
first judgment, I would, nevertheless, have formed some judg- 
ment or other of a particular conduct as right, wrong, or in- 
different, and the only difference would have been, that I should 
probably have decided improperly, from an erroneous or a par- 
tial view of the case. 

From these observations I conclude, that the words right and 
vrrong^ ought and ought noty express simple ideas or notions, 



* This remark I borrow from Dr. 
Beattie, who, in his Essay on TrtUh^ 
obserres, that " the fonndatioD of good 
breeding is that kind of sensibility or 
sympathy by which we suppose onr- 
selves in the situation of others, adopt 
their sentiments, and in a manner per- 
ceive their Tery thoughts." (P. 88, 



2d edit. Edin. 1771.) The obsenration 
well deserres to be prosecuted. 

' Dr. Hutcheson, in his lUtutradom 
on the Moral Sense^ calls ought a con* 
fiued word: " As to that confused word 
oughif" &c. &c. (end of Section I.) Bat 
for this he seems to have had no better 
reason than the impossibility of defining 
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of which no explanation can be given. They are to be found 
in all languages, and it is impossible to carry on any ethical 
speculation without them. Of this Mr. Smith himself furnishes 
a remarkable proof in the statement of his theory, not only by 
the occasional use which he makes of these and other synony- 
mous expressions, but by his explicit and repeated acknowledg- 
ments, that the propriety of action cannot be always determined 
by the ac^i^2 judgments of society, and that, in such cases, we 
must act according to the judgments which other men ought 
to have formed of our conduct Is not this to admit, that we 
have a standard of right and wrong in our own minds, of 
superior authority to any instinctive propensity we may feel to 
obtain the sympathy of our fellow-creatures ? 

It was in order to reconcile this acknowledgment with the 
general language of his system, that Mr. Smith was forced to 
have recourse to the supposition of '^ an abstract man within 
the breast, the representative of mankind and substitute of the 
Deity, whom nature has constituted the supreme judge of all 
our actions."^ Of this very ingenious fiction he has availed 
himself in various passages of the Jirst edition [in fact, in the 
first five editions,*] of his book ; but he has laid much greater 
stress upon it in the lojst [or 8ixtW'\ edition, published a short 
time before his death.^ An idea somewhat similar occurs in 
Lord Shaftesbury's Advice to an Author, where he observes, 
with that quaintness of phraseology which so often deforms his 
otherwise beautiful style, that " when the wise ancients spoke 
of a demon, genius, or angel, to whom we are conmiitted from 
the moment of our birth, they meant no more than enigmati- 
cally to declare, ' That we have each of us a patient in our- 



it logically. And may not the same re- 
mark be applied to the words timet 
apace, motion f Was there ever a lan- 
guage in which these words, together 
with those of ougJU and ougJU not, were 
not to be found? Ought corresponds 
with the hi of the Greeks, and the 
cportet and deeet of the Latins. 

^ Page 208, [3d and] 5th edit. [Part 
m. chap, ii.] 



* [Editor.] 

" See, in particular, Vol, I. p. 321, et 
»eq., 6th edit. P?he paragraph begin- 
ning, " But though man," &c., Part III. 
chap. ii. Of Duty. Compare, indeed, 
that whole chapter, in the sixth or sab- 
sequent, with that in the fifth or pre- 
vious editions. — JEtf.] 
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selves : that we axe properly our own subjects of practice : and 
that we then become due practitioners, when, by virtue of an 
intimate recess, we can discover a certain duplicity of soul, and 
divide ourselves into two parties.'" He afterwards tells us, that, 
^^ according as this recess was deep and intimate, and the dual 
number practically formed in us, we were supposed by the 
ancients to advance in morals and true wisdom/'* 

By means of this fiction Mr. Smith has rendered his theory 
(contrary to what might have been expected from its first 
aspect) perfectly coincident in its practical tendency with that 
cardinal principle of the Stoical philosophy which exhorts us to 
search for the rules of life, not unthout ourselves, but toithin : 
"Nee te qusBsiveris extra." t Indeed Butler himself has not 
asserted the authority and supremacy of conscience in stronger 
terms than Mr. Smith, who represents this as a manifest and 
unquestionable principle, whatever particular theory we may 
adopt concerning the origin of our moral ideaa It is only to 
be regretted, that, instead of the metaphorical expression of 
" the man within the breast, to whose opinions and feelings we 
find it of more consequence to conform our conduct than to 
those of the whole world," he had not made use of the simpler 
and more familiar words reason and conscience. This mode of 
speaking was indeed suggested to him, or rather obtruded on 
him by the theory of sympathy, and nothing can exceed the 
skill and the taste with which he has availed himself of its assist- 
ance in perfecting his system ; but it has the effect, with many 
readers, of keeping out of view the real state of the question, 
and (like Plato's Commonwealth of tJie Soul, and Council of 
Staie) to encourage among inferior writers a figurative or 
allegorical style in treating of subjects which, more than any 
other, require all the simplicity, precision, and logical consist- 
ency of which language is susceptible.^ 

• [Sect, ii., near the beginning.] ^ See Note 0. 

t [PeniaB, Sat, i. 7.] 
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SECTION III. — OF THE SENSE OF THE RIDICULOUa 

Another auxiliary principle to the moral faculty yet remains 
to be considered, — (he Sense of Bidtctdey and the anxiety which 
all men feel to avoid whatever is likely to render them the 
objects of it The subject is extremely curious and interest- 
ing ; but the time I have bestowed on the former article obliges 
me to confine myself to a very short explanation of the meaning 
of the word, and of the relation which the principle denoted by 
it bears to our nobler motives of action. 

The natural and proper object of ridicule is those smaller 
improprieties in character and manners which do not rouse our 
feelings of moral indignation, or impress us with a melan- 
choly sense of human depravity. In the words of Aristotle, the 
yeKolov, or the ridiculous, may be defined to be a2ier^09 dvioBwou, 
the deformed without hurt or mischief, or (as he has explained 
his own xneaning) ^^ those smaller faults which are neither pain- 
ful nor pernicious, but unbeseeming f and " of which," he adds, 
[had previously said,] " the proper correction is not Tieprooci, 
but laughter.'*^ 

In stating this as a general principle with respect to the 
ridiculous, I would not be understood to assert that everything 
which is ridiculous implies immorality^ in the strict accepta- 
tion of that word. Ignorance, absurdity in reasoning, even a 
want of acquaintance with the established ceremonial of beha^ 
viour, often provoke our laughter with irresistible force. What 
is ridiculous, however, always implies some imperfection, and 
exposes the individual to whom it attaches to a species of con- 
tempt, of which (how good-humoured soever) no man would 
choose to be the object. 

Perhaps, indeed, it might be found, on a more accurate 
analysis of this part of our constitution, that it is not, in such 
cases, merely the intellectual or physical defect which excites 
our ridicule, but the contrast between these and some moral im- 
propriety or imperfection, which either conceals the defect from 

* [Poetkai g§ 11, 8 ; ed. Tjrwhitti ; vulgo cap. v.] 
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the individual himself, or induces him to attempt concealing 
it from others ; and consequently, that the sentiment of ridicule 
always involves, more or less, a sentiment of moral disapproba- 
tion. One thing is certain, that intellectual and physical im- 
perfections never appear so ridiculous as when accompanied 
with affectation, hypocrisy, vanity, pride, or an obvious incon- 
gruity between the pretensions of an individual and the educa- 
tion he has received, or the station in which he was originally 
placed. 

Upon this question, however, I shall not at present presume 
to decide. It is sufficient for my purpose, if it be granted that 
nothing is ridiculous but what falls short, some way or other, 
of our ideas of excellence ; or, as Cicero expresses it, " Locus et 
regio quasi ridiculi, turpitudine et deformitate quadam con- 
tinetur."^ 

Hence, I think, may be traced a beautiful Jlnal cause in this 
part of our frame. For while it enlarges the fund of our en- 
joyment, by rendering the more trifling imperfections of our 
fellow-creatures a source of amtisement to us,^ it excites the 
exertions of every individual to correct those imperfections by 
which the ridicule of others is likely to be provoked. As our 
eagerness, too, to correct these imperfections may be presumed 
to be weak, in proportion as we apprehend them to be, in a 
moral view, of trifling moment ; we are so formed, that the 
painful feelings produced by ridicule, are often more poignant 
than those arising from the consciousness of having rendered 
ourselves the objects of strong moral disapprobation. Even 
the consciousness of being haied by mankind, is to the gener- 
ality of men less intolerable than what the poet calls, 

..." The world's dread Icnigh, 
Which scarce the finn Philosopher can scorn.*' 

It furnishes no objection to these observations, that the sense 
of ridicule is not always favourable to virtuous conduct ; and 

^ De Oratore, Lih. II. cap. Iviii. idea with a humorous and happj ex- 

traTagance : 
' Gresset has expressed the same '*Ii«aM>usoiaid-btspoiirDotiiitnwplftiilia* 
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that it frequently tends very powerfully to mislead us from our 
duty. The same remark may be extended to the desire of 
esteem, and even to the moral factdty, — that they are liable to 
be perverted by education and fashion. But the great ends of 
our being are to be collected from the general scope of the 
principles of our constitution ; not from the particular instances 
in which this scope is thwarted by adventitious circumstances : 
and nothing surely can be more evident than this, that the 
three principles just mentioned were all intended to co-operate 
together, and to lead to a conduct favourable to the im- 
provement of the individual, and to the general interests of 
society. 

The sense of ridicule, in particular, although it has a mani- 
fest reference to such a scene of imperfection as we are placed 
in at present, is, on the whole, a most important auxiliaiy to 
our sense of duty, and well deserves a careful examination in 
an analysis of the moral constitution of man. It is one of the 
most striking characteristics of the human constitution, as dis- 
tinguished from that of the lower animals, and has an intimate 
connexion with the highest and noblest principles of our nature. 
As Milton has observed, 

. . . . " Smiles firom reason flow, 
To brutes denied :" 

And it may be added, that they not only imply the power of 
reason, in the more limited acceptation of that word, as appli- 
cable to the perception of truth and falsehood ; but the moral 
faculty, or that power by which we distinguish right from wrong. 
Indeed, they imply the power of reason (in both acceptations of 
the term) in a high state of cultivation. 

In the education of youth, there is nothing which requires 
more serious attention than the proper regulation of the sense 
of ridicule ; nor is there any instance in which the legislator 
has it more in his power to influence national manners, than by 
watching over those public exhibitions which avail themselves 
of this principle of human nature, as a vehicle of entertainment 
to the multitude. 
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SECT. IV.— OP TASTE, CONSIDERED IN ITS RELATION TO MORALS. 

From the explanation formerly given of the import of the 
phrases Moral Beauty and Moral Deformity, it may be easily 
conceived in what manner the character and the conduct of our 
fellow-creatures may become subservient to the gratification of 
Taste. The use which the poet makes of this class of our in- 
tellectual pleasures, is entirely analogous to the resources which 
he borrows from the charms of external nature. By skilful 
selections and combinations, characters more exalted and more 
pleasing may be drawn, than have ever fallen under our obser- 
vation ; and a series of events may be exhibited in perfect con- 
sonance to our moral feelings. Rewards and punishments may 
be distributed by the poet with an exact regard to the merits 
of individuals ; and those irregularities in the distribution of 
happiness and misery, which furnish the subject of so many 
complaints in real life, may be corrected in the world created by 
his genius. Here, too, the poet borrows from nature the model 
after which he copies, not only as he accommodates his imagi- 
nary arrangements to his unperverted sense of justice, but as he 
accommodates them to the general laws by which the world is 
governed; for whatever exceptions may occur in particular 
cases, there can be no more doubt about the fact, that virtue is 
the direct road to happiness, and vice to misery, than that, in 
the material world, blemishes and defects are lost amid prevail- 
ing beauty and order. 

The power of 'moral taste, like that which has for its object 
the beauty of material forms and the various productions of the 
fine arts, requires much exercise for its development and cul- 
ture. The one species of taste also, as well as the other, is 
susceptible of a false refinement, injurious to our own happiness, 
and to our usefulness as members of Society. 

With this false refinement of taste is sometimes connected 
the peculiar species of misanthropy which is grafted on a worthy 
and benevolent heart. When the standard of moral excellence 
we have been accustomed to dwell upon in imagination is 
greatly elevated above the common attainments of humanit}", 

VOL. VI. Y 
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we are apt to become too difficult and fastidious (if I may use 
the expression) in our moral taste ; or, in plainer language, to 
become unreasonably censorious of the follies and vices of our 
contemporaries. In such cases, it may happen that the native 
benevolence of the mind, by being habitually directed towards 
ideal characters, may prove a source of real dissatisfaction and 
dislike towards those with whom we associate. Such a dispo- 
sition, when carried to an extreme, not only sours the temper, 
and dries up all the springs of innocent comfort which nature 
has so liberally provided for us in the common incidents of life, 
but, by withdrawing a man from active pursuits, renders all his 
talents and virtues useless to society. A character of thb de- 
scription has furnished to Moli^re the subject of the most 
finished of all his dramatic pieces ; and to Marmontel, of one 
of his most agreeable and useful tales. The former of these is 
universally known as the masterpiece of French comedy ; but 
the latter possesses also an uncommon degree of merit, by the 
hints it suggests for curing the weaknesses in which the char- 
acter originates, and by the interesting contrast it exhibits 
between the Misanthrope of Moli^re, and a man who unites 
inflexibility of principle with that accommodation of temper 
which is necessary for the practical exercise of virtue. The 
great nurse and cherisher of this species of misanthropy is soli- 
tary contemplation ; and the only effectual remedy is society 
and business, together with a habit of directing the attention 
rather to the correction of our own faults than to a jealous and 
suspicious examination of the motives which influence the con- 
duct of our neighbours. 

Considered as a principle of action, a cultivated moral taste, 
while it provides an effectual security against the grossness 
necessarily connected with many vices, cherishes a temper of 
mind friendly to all that is amiable, or generous, or elevated 
in our nature. When separated, however, as it sometimes is, 
from a strong sense of duty, it can scarcely fail to prove a fal- 
lacious guide; the influence of fashion, and of other casual 
associations, tending perpetually to lead it astray. This is 
more particularly remarkable in men to whom the gratifica- 
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tions of taste in general form the principal object of pursuit, 
and whose habits of life encourage them to look no higher for 
their rule of conduct than the way of the world. 

The language employed by some of the Greek philosophers 
in their speculations concerning the nature of virtue seems, on 
a superficial view, to imply that they supposed the moral 
faculty to be wholly resolvable into a sense of the beautiful ; 
and hence Lord Shaftesbury, Dr. Hutcheson, and others, have 
been led to adopt a phraseology which has the appearance of 
substituting taste, in contradistinction to reason and conscience, 
as the ultimate standard of right and wrong. 

While on this subject I cannot help taking notice of a highly 
exceptionable passage which occurs in one of Mr. Burke's 
later publications, — a passage in which (after contrasting the 
polished and courtly manners of the higher orders with the 
coarseness and vulgarity of the multitude) he remarks, that 
" among the former, vice loses half its malignity by losing all 
its grossness." The fact, according to my view of things, is 
precisely the reverse ; that the maUgnant contagiouBness of 
vice is increased tenfold by every circumstance which draws a 
veil over, or disguises its native deformity. On this argument 
volumes might be .written, and I sincerely wish that a hand 
could be found equal to the task. At present, I must content 
myself with recommending it to the serious attention of mora- 
lists, as one of the most important topics of practical ethics 
which the actual circumstances of this part of the world point 
out as an object of philosophical discussion. 

From each of theyjmr principles which have now been under 
consideration unfortunate consequences result, wherever it pre- 
vails in the character, as the leading motive to action. Where 
they all maintain their due place, in subordination to the moral 
faculty, they tend at once to fortify virtuous habits, and to re- 
commend them, by the influence of amiable example, to the 
imitation of others. 

A partial consideration of the phenomena of moral percep- 
tion, connected with one or other of these principles, has sug- 
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gested some of the most popular theories concemiDg the origin 
of our moral ideas. An attention to the moral faculty alone, 
without regard to the principles which were intended to operate 
as its auxiliaries, and which contribute, in fact, so powerfully 
to the good order of society, has led a few philosophers into an 
opposite extreme, less dangerous, undoubtedly, in its practical 
tendency, but less calculated perhaps to recommend ethical 
disquisitions to the notice of those who are engrossed with the 
active concerns of life. 



All the foregoing inquiries concerning the moral constitution 
of man proceed on the supposition that he has a freedom of 
choice between good and evil ; and that, when he deliberately 
performs an action which he knows to be wrong, he renders 
himself justly obnoxious to punishment That this supposition 
is agreeable to the common apprehensions of mankind will not 
be disputed 

From very early times, indeed, the truth of the supposition 
has been called in question by a few speculative men, who have 
contended that the actions we perform are the necessary result 
of the constitutions of our minds, operated on by the circum- 
stances of our external situation, and that what we call moral 
delinquencies are as much a part of our destiny as the corporeal 
or intellectual qualities we have received from nature. The 
argument in support of thb doctrine has been proposed in 
various forms, and has been frequently urged with the confi- 
dence of demonstration. 

With the consideration of these metaphysical subtilties, it 
seems to me improper to interrupt at present the train of our 
ethical inquiries. And, although I do not by any means go so 
far as Lord Bolingbroke when he pronounces, that " no one 
can deny the Free-will of man without lying ^^ I trust that I 

* " The Free-will of man, which no Vol. V. p. 85, [Fmgments or MiniUet 

one can deny [that he has] without of Essays^ Ixii.] The same assertion 

lying, or denying his instinctive [re- in substance occurs in various other 

Douncing his intuitive] knowledge." parts of his writings. [See below, Ap« 

— ^Bolingbroke 's Philosophical WorkSf pendix, sect t.] 
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may fairly assume in what follows, the fact of man s free 
agency as sufficiently established by the evidence of conscious- 
ness ; referring those who wish to enter more deeply into the 
controversy to the Appendix at the end of this work.* 



* [The Appendix here referred to as 
containiDg Mr. Stewart's discussion of 
the great question of Free-will and Ne- 
cessity, ought, I think, properly to fol- 
low in this place ; as indeed is apparent 
both from the preceding passages and 
from the OutUnUt (above, p. 42.) It 
waa, therefore, in the former edition, 



dislocated from its connexions by being 
acljoumed to the end of the second 
Tolume. I shall accordingly restore it 
to its regular consecution ; and the 
rather as by this distribution, the 
Tolnmes will be not only more logically 
but more equally divided. — Ed.] 
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OF MAN'S FREE AGENCY. 
(P. 341.) 

8E0T. I. — PRELIMINARY OB8BRVATION8. — EXPLANATION OF 

SOME AMBIGUOUS TERMS. 



All the foregoing inquiries concerniDg the moral constitu- 
tion of man, proceed on the supposition that he has a freedom 
of choice between good and evil^ and that, when he deliberately 
performs an action which he knows to be wrong, he renders 
himself justly obnoxious to punishment. That this supposition 
is agreeable to the common apprehensions of mankind will not 
be disputed. 

From very early times indeed the truth of the supposition 
has been called in question by a few speculative men, who have 
contended that the actions we perform are the necessary result 
of the constitutions of our minds, operated on by the circum- 
stances of our external situation ; and that what we call moral 



* [This Appendix, which perhaps 
might not improperly constitute an 
eighth Chapter of the Second Bookf 
was in the former edition entitled Ap- 
pendix /., and placed at the end of the 
second volume, immediately before the 
two other Appendices. In all of these, 
Mr. Stewart has borrowed considerably 
from his previous publications, espe- 
cially from the Diesertaiion; this osefbl 



repetition, however, it is not always 
necessary to specify. It should be men- 
tioned that of this Appendix there is ex- 
tant an authentic copy in manuscripti 
affording additions to the printed text : 
which, in so far as they are of import- 
and not already made use of by 



ance. 



Mr. Stewart in his published works, are 
incorporated in the present edition. — 
Ed.] 
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delinquencies are as much a part of our destiny as the corporeal 
or inteQectual qualities we have received from Nature. The 
argument in support of this doctrine has been proposed in 
various forms, and has been frequently urged with the confi- 
dence of demonstration. 

This question about Predestination and Free-will has fur- 
nished, in all ages and countries, inexhaustible matter of conten- 
tion, both to Philosophers and Divines. In the ancient schools 
of Greece it is well known how generally and how keenly it 
was agitated. Among the Mahometans it constitutes one of 
the principal points of division between the followers of Omar 
and those of Ali ; and among the ancient Jews it was the sub- 
ject of endless dispute between the Pharisees and the Sadducees. 
It is scarcely necessary for me to add, what violent controversies 
it has produced, and still continues to produce, in the Christian 
world. — [See on this subject the Discourse on the Life and 
Writings of Pascal by the Abbe Bossut, printed at the end 
of his History of Mathematics.'] 

As this controversy, like most others in metaphysics, has 
been involved in much unnecessary perplexity by the ambiguity 
of language, a few brief remarks on some equivocal terms con- 
nected with the question at issue, may perhaps add something 
to the perspicuity and precision of the following reasonings. 
In stating these remarks, however, I shall not scrupulously 
confine myself to such as are to bear on my intended argument, 
but shall avail myself of every opportunity that may occur of 
correcting those inaccurate modes of speaking which have any 
connexion, however distant, with this important article in the 
Philosophy of the Human Mind. 

The word Volition is defined by Locke to be "an act of the 
mind, knowingly exerting that dominion it takes itself to have 
over any part of the man, by employing it in, or withholding 
it from any particular action."* — Dr. Eeid defines it more 
briefly to be, " the determination of the mind to do or not to 
do something which we conceive to be in our power." He 
remarks, at the same time, that " this definition is not strictly 

* [Essay, Book II. chap. zxi. § 15.] 
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logical, inasmuch as the determination of the mind is only 
another term for volition. But it ought to be observed, that 
the most simple acts of the mind do not admit of being logically 
defined. The only way to form a precise notion of them is to 
reflect attentively upon them as we feel them in ourselves. 
Without this reflection no definition can enable us to reason 
about them with correctness."* 

It is necessary to form a distinct notion of what is meant by 
the word Volition, in order to understand the import of the 
word Will; for this last word properly expresses that power 
of the mind of which volition is the act, and it is only by 
attending to what we experience, while we are conscious of the 
act, that we can understand anything concerning the nature of 
the power. 

The word Will, however, is not always used in this its pro- 
per acceptation, but is frequently substituted for Volition ; as 
when I say that my hand moves in obedience to my Will. 
This indeed happens to the names of most of the powers of the 
mind ; that the same word is employed to express the power 
and the act. Thus Imagination signifies both the power and 
the act of imagining ; Abstraction signifies both the power and 
the act of abstracting, and so in other instances. But although 
the word WiU may, without departing from the usual forms of 
speech, be used indiscriminately for the power and the act, the 
word Volition applies only to the latter ; and it would un- 
doubtedly contribute to the distinctness of our reasonings to 
restrict the signification of the word Will entirely to the 
former. 

It is not necessary, I apprehend, to enlarge any more on 
the meaning of these term& It is to be learned only from 
careful reflection on what passes in our own minds, and to 
multiply words upon the subject would only involve it in 
obscurity. 

There is, however, a state of the mind perfectly distinct, both 
firom the power and the act of willing, with which they have 
been frequently confounded, and of which it may therefore be 

* I On the AcUve Powert, EsBay U. chap. i. — Worha^ p. 531.1 
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proper to mention the characteristical marks. The state I 
refer to is properly called Desire^ the distinction between which 
and Will was first clearly pointed out by Mr. Locke. " I find 
the Will" says he, " often confounded with several of the 
aflfections, esi)ecially Desire, and that by men who would not 
willingly be thought not to have had very distinct notions of 
things, and not to have writ very clearly about them." — " This," 
he justly adds, ^^ has been no small occasion of obscurity and 
mistake in this matter, and therefore is, as much as may be, to 
be avoided."* The substance of his remarks on the appro- 
priate meaning of these two terms amounts to the two follow- 
ing propositions : — 1. That at the same moment a man may 
desire one thing and will another. 2. That at the same moment 
a man may have contrary desires, but cannot have contrary 
wills. The notions, therefore, which ought to be annexed to 
the words tvill and desire are essentially different 

It will be proper, however, to state Mr. Locke's observations 
in his own words : — " He that shall turn his thoughts inwards 
upon what passes in his own mind when he tvillSy shall see that 
the will or power of volition is conversant about nothing, but 
that particular determination of the mind, whereby barely by a 
thought, the mind endeavours to give rise, continuation, or 
stop to any action which it takes to be in its power. This well 
considered plainly shows, that the will is perfectly distinguished 
from desire, which, in the very same action, may have a quite 
contrary tendency from that which our wills set us upon. A 
man whom I cannot deny may oblige me to use persuasions to 
another, which at the same time I am speaking, I may wish 
not to prevail on him. In this case, it is plain the will and 
desire run counter. I wiU the action that tends one way, 
whilst my desire tends another, and that the direct contrary. 
A man who, by a violent fit of gout in his limbs, finds a want 
of appetite in his stomach removed, desires to be eased too of 
the pain of his feet or hands, (for, wherever there is pain there 
is a desire to be rid of it ;) though yet, while he apprehends 
that the removal of the pain may translate the noxious 

* [Essai/f Book II. chap. xxi. § 30.1 
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humours to a more vital part, his tvill is never determined to 
any one action that may serve to remove this pain. Whence 
it is evident that desiring and willing are two distinct acts of 
the mind ; and, consequently, that the will, which is but the 
power of volition, is much more distinct from desire."* 

It is surprising how little this important passage has been 
attended to by Locke's successors.^ — [It has been overlooked 
even by my ingenious friend Dr. Brown, who has used the 
words in questioo, as if they were exactly synonymous. 

From observing the connexion between volition and its con- 
sequent effects, we get the idea of Power, the consciousness of 
which is always accompanied with pleasure, as I had occasion 
formerly [p. 156, seq,"] to shew. It is this, I believe, which is 
partly the cause of the mortification we feel when we peruse 
those systems which call in question our free agency. 

It is scarcely necessary for me to observe, that we are alto- 
gether ignorant of the connexion between the volitions of the 
mind and the consequent actions. We will the end, and it is 
accomplished in a way inexplicable to us.] 

Inclination is another word with which WiU is frequently 
confounded. Thus, when the apothecary says in Bomeo and 
Juliet, 

" My poverty, but not my wiil consents : 
Take this and drink it off; the work is done ; 

the word tmU is plainly used as synonymous with inclination ; 
not in its strict logical sense, as the immediate antecedent of 
action. It is with the same latitude that the word is used in 
common conversation, when we speak of doing a thing which 
duty prescribes against our own wiU; or when we speak of 
doing a thing willingly or unwillingly. 



• [Ea9ay, Book II. chap. xxi. § 30.] 

* According to Mr. Belnham, " Voli- 
tion is a modification of the passion of 
detire,^' — (Elements, [Chap. ix. sect i.] 
p. 227.) In another passage we are 
told by the same author, that " volition 
has been proved by Dr. Hartley to be a 



COM ofattoeiationf* — (Ibid. [Chap.vii. 
sect, ii.] p. 175,) — a proposition which 
to my mind is quite incomprehensible. 
— [In the manuscript: — a proposition 
which to my mind is not less incompre- 
hensible than if it had been said, that 
Hartley had proved volition to be a eate 
of mathematical inttnanents.] 
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In some instances pleamtre is used in the same sense with 
unU, as in this sentence of Locke. " We can at pleasure move 
several parts of our bodies ;" and in the following line of Pope 
win is used for pleasure. 

" Qot then, the gaUty cU thy toiU chastise.'' 

It is very remarkable that the two words are used as synony- 
mous by Collins, in stating the very proposition which it is the 
object of his tract to establish. " I contend for Liberty," says 
he, ^^as it signifies a power in man to do as he tvills or 
pleases."* 

Dr. Johnson t on this, as on every other occasion where 
logical precision of ideas is called for in a definition, is strangely 
indistinct and inconsistent Will he defines to be ^^ that power 
by which we desire a purpose ;" and he gives as its syrumyme 
the scholastic word VeHeity, [Vdleitas.'] On turning to the 
article velleity, we are told that ^^ it is the school term used to 
signify the lowest degree of desire ;" in illustration of which 
Dr. South is quoted, according to whom " the wishing of a 
thing is not properly the willing it, but it is that which is 
called by the schools an imperfect veUeity^ and imports no more 
than an idle inoperative complacency in, and desire of the end, 
without any consideration of the means." 

Dr. Priestley's language on this subject is as loose as that of 
Dr. Johnson. "What is desire but a wish to obtain some 
apprehended good ? And is not every wish a volition ?"^ 

In the next page he tells us, that "the determinations of 
what we call the will are in fact nothing more than a particular 
case of the general doctrine of association of ideas, and, there- 
fore, a perfectly mechanical thing." 

In another paragraph J of the chapter quoted above, Locke 
justly objects to the terms in which the question concerning 
Liberty and Necessity is commonly stated, whether man's tviU 
he free or nx)? This question he pronounces to be " unreasofir- 

• \Inquiry concerning Human Lib- cessity^ p. 45, [edit. Birmingham, 
erty; Preface, § 1.] 1782; p. 35, edit. London, 1777. — Sect. 

t [Dicttcnary, &c.] iv.] 

* TUtutratioru of Philosophical Ne- \ [g xiv.] 
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able and unintelligible ; inasmuch as liberty^ which is but a 
power, belongs only to agents, and cannot be an attribute or 
modification of the toill, which is also but Sipotoer/*^ 

To this remark of Locke it may be added, that, instead of 
speaking (according to common phraseology) of the influence 
of motives on the wiU, it would be much more correct to speak 
of the influence of motives on the agent. We are apt to forget 
what the unU is, and to consider it as something inanimate and 
passive, the state of which can be altered only by the action of 
some external cause. The habitual use of the metaphorical 
word motives, to denote the intentions or purposes which 
accompany our voluntary actions, or, in other words, the ends 
which we have in view in the exercise of the power entrusted 
to us, has a strong tendency to confirm us in this error, by lead- 
ing us to assimilate in fancy the volition of a mind to the motion 
of a body ; and the circumstances which give rise to this voli- 
tion to the vis motrix by which the motion is produced. 

It was probably in order to facilitate the reception of his 
favourite scheme of Necessity, that Hobbes was led to substi- 
tute, instead of the old division of our faculties into the powers 
of the Understanding and those of the WiU, a new diviwon of 
his own, in which the name of Cognitive powers was given to 
the former, and that of Motive powers to the latter. To 
familiarize the ears of superficial readers to this phraseology, 
was of itself one great step towards securing their suffrages 
against the supposition of man's free agency. To say that the 
toill is determined by motive powers, is to employ a language 
which virtually implies a recognition of the very point in dis- 
pute. Accordingly, Mr. Belsham is at pains to keep the meta- 
phorical origin of the word motive in the view of his readers, 
by prefixing to his argument, in favour of the scheme of neces- 
sity, the following definition : — 

^^ Motive^ in this discussion, is to be understood in its most 
extensive sense. It expresses whatever moves or influences 
the mind in its choice."^ 

' This remark had been proTiously ' ElemewUf [Chap. is. aect. L] p. 
made by Hobbes. 828. 
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According to Mr. Locke, the ideas of liberty and of pouter 
are very nearly the same. " Every one," he observes, ^* finds in 
himself a power to begin or forbear, continue or put an end 
to several actions in himself. From the consideration of the 
extent of this power of the mind over the actions of the man, 
which every one finds in himself, arise the ideas of Liberty and 
Necessity." And a few sentences afterwards : — " The idea of 
liberty is the idea of a power in any agent to do or forbear any 
particular action, according to the determination or thought of 
the mind, whereby either of them is preferred to the other. 
Where either of them is not in the power of the agent, to be 
produced by him according to his volition, there he is not at 
Liberty but under Necessity."^ That these definitions are not 
perfectly correct will appear hereafter. They approach, indeed, 
very nearly to the definitions of Liberty and Necessity given by 
Hobbes, Collins, and Edwards ; whereas Locke, in order to do 
justice to his own decided opinion on the subject, ought to 
have included also in his idea of Liberty, a power over the 
determinations of his will. 

It is owing in a great measure to this close connexion be- 
tween the ideas of Free-will and of Power, and to the pleasure 
with which the consciousness of power is always accompanied, 
that we feel so painful a mortification in perusing those 
systems in which our free agency is called in question. Dr. 
Priestley himself, as well as his great oracle, Dr. Hartley, has 
acknowledged, that "he was not a ready convert to the 
doctrine of Necessity, and that he gave up his liberty with 
great reluctance."^ But whence this reluctance to embrace a 
doctrine so " great and glorious," but from its repugnance to 
the natural feelings and natural wishes of the human mind ? 

In addition to the foregoing considerations, the following 
detached hints may be of use in guarding us against some 
logical oversights which have misled a large proportion of the 
ingenious men who have engaged in this controversy. 

* Locke's Works, Svo edit. Vol. I. p, * Doctrine of Philosophical Necessity 

224. [Essay f Book II. chap xxi. g§ lUustraied, Preface, p. zx\ii. Birming- 
7, 8.] ham, 1782. [London, 1777, p. xxxi.] 
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In the case of inanimate matter, when I gay that the motion 
produced is proportional to the impressed force, I only assert 
an identical proposition ; for my only notion of the quantity of 
a force is from the eflfects it produces. In like manner, in the 
case of motives, I may, if I choose, define the strength of a 
motive by its prevailing over other motives in determining the 
will, and then lay it down as a proposition, that the wiU is 
determined by the strongest motive. In this case likewise it is 
evident that I only assert an identical proposition, — a proposi- 
tion, however, extremely apt to mislead, in consequence of its 
applying to mind the word strength, which, from its ordinary 
and proper application to the forces that move inert matter, 
suggests a theory concerning the influence of motives which 
takes for granted the thing to be proved. 

Let us consider what is meant, when it is said that the will 
is necessarily determined by motivea Is it to be understood 
that the connexion is similar to that between a force impressed 
on a body and the subsequent motion ? But of the nature of 
this connexion I am as ignorant as of the other. In both cases 
I only see the fact. It is remarkable that the advocates for 
Necessity have attempted to explain the actions of voluntary 
agents by the phenomena of motion, and that some other meta- 
physicians (in particular Kepler and Lord Monboddo) have 
attempted to explain the phenomena of motion by the opera- 
tions of voluntary agents. In both cases philosophers saw the 
difficulties attending that set of phenomena to which they con- 
fined their attention, and endeavoured to explain them by the 
analogy of another class of facts not so immediately under 
their consideration at the moment, without recollecting that 
both the one and the other are equally placed beyond our 
comprehension. 

Although, however, the connexion between an impressed 
force and the subsequent motion be as inexplicable as the con- 
nexion between the motive and the subsequent action, I would 
not be understood to insinuate that the two cases are at all 
parallel In the case of motion, although I cannot trace the 
necessary connexion between it and the impressed force, I am 
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certain that the motion is the effect of some cause with which 
it is necessarily connected ; for every change that takes place 
in an inanimate object, suggests to me the notion of a cause. 
But in the case of the determinations of a voluntary agent, he 
is himself the author of them ; nor could anything have led 
philosophers to look out for any other causes of them, but an 
apprehended analogy between volition in a mind and motion in 
a body. 

The argument for Necessity derives all its force from the 
maxim, " that every change requires a cause/' ^ But this 
maxim, although true with respect to inanimate matter, does 
not apply to intelligent agents, which cannot be conceived 
without the power of self-determination. Upon an accurate 
analysis, indeed, of the meaning of words, it will be found 
that the idea of an efficient cause implies the idea of mindj and 
consequently, that it is absurd to ascribe the volitions of mind 
to the efficiency of causes foreign to itself. It is curious that 
Mr. Hume, who has in one part of his system denied the cer- 
tainty of the maxim just now mentioned, has, in another part 
of it, adopted the scheme of necessity, although that scheme 
derives all its plausibility from an undue and unwarrantable 
extension of this very maxim.^ 



^ This maxim is generally stated in 
too unqualified a form. " In the idea of 
every change,*^ says Dr. Price, "is in- 
cluded that of its being an effect." — Be- 
view, &c., p. 30, 3d edit., Lond. 1827, 
[p. 34, original edition, 1758. — Chap. I. 
sect, ii.] He should have said every 
change in inanimate matter. That he 
himself understood it under this limi- 
tation is evident, from the zeal with 
which he always combats the scheme 
of necessity. 

^ From these observations it seems to 
me to follow, that, whatever may be the 
nature of the relation between a motive 
and an action, there is no reason for con- 
cluding it to be at all analogous to that 
between a cause and its effect. In 



farther proof of this some authors have 
remarked, that the latter connexion is 
always constant and uniform, whereaa 
we know that the same motive may at 
different times lead to very different 
actions. — (Seethe very ingenious Essays^ 
Philosophical and Literary, of the late 
learned and excellent Dr. James Gre- 
gory.) But this answer is not satisfac- 
tory ; and as it places the point in dis- 
pute on an improper ground, it may be 
useful to show in what its fallacy con- 
sists. By giving up an argument 
which will not bear examination we 
strengthen a good cause, no less than 
by producing additional evidence in its 
support. 

In considering the connexion between 
Cause and Effect, there are three things 
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[It would perhaps, (as noticed,) contribute to render our 
reasonings on this subject more distinct, if instead of speaking 
of the influence of motives on the tuill, we were to speak of 
the influence of motives on the agent. We are apt to forget 
what the mil is, and to consider it as something inanimate 
which can have its state changed only by the operation of some 
foreign cause.] 

Before quitting this part of the subject, there remains to be 
considered another argument for the necessary connexion be- 
tween motives and actions, which has been lately proposed by 
Dr. Priestley, and on which that very ingenious writer seems 
to lay considerable stress. 

This argument proceeds on the supposition that man is wholly 
a material being, and that the power of thinking is the result 
of a certain organization of the brain. But, if man be wholly 



to be attended to ; the cause, the sub- 
ject on which it operates, and the efl^ct. 
While the cause and the subject con- 
tinue the same, we expect the same 
effect with the utmost confidence ; but 
if either the cause or the subject vary, 
we expect that the effect will be differ- 
ent. When we speak of the constant 
conjunction between cause and effect in 
physics, we always take for granted that 
the cause operates in the same circum- 
ftances. A variety of cases might be 
mentioned, in which we see the opera- 
tion of the same cause, but are unable 
to predict with certainty what the effect 
will be, in consequence of our ignor- 
ance concerning the $taie of the subject. 
This is the case with respect to the 
medicines which we apply to the human 
body. Now, the fact may be supposed 
to be somewhat analogous with respect 
to the mind. It always indeed retains 
a consciousness of its personal identity ; 
but notwithstanding this circumstance it 
is constantly undergoing very important 
alterations, — insomuch that the charac- 
ter may be changed in a considerable 
degree by the acquisition of new infor- 
mation, or the acquisition of new habits, 
(both of which it may deriTO from ex- 

VOL. VI. 



temal circumstances in a way altogether 
independent of its choice.) Indeed it 
may be doubted whether the mind can 
be considered as exactly the same sub- 
ject in any two instants of its existence. 
We are not therefore entitled to con- 
clude, that the relation between motive 
and action is different from the relation 
between cause and effect in physics, 
merely from the toant of constant eon- 
junction^ unless it could be shown that 
the same motive was followed by differ- 
ent actions when operating upon the 
same precise subject. Nor is this all. 
The same verbal proposition, when 
stated at different times to the same in- 
dividual, cannot be considered as the 
same motive, unless it is always appre- 
hended in the same light by the under- 
standing, the conclusions of which 
plainly do not depend on our choice. 
Allowing, therefore, that the reUtion 
between motive and action were the 
same with the relation between cause 
and effect, it might happen that no con- 
stant conjunction between them should 
be observable, in consequence either of 
some alteration in the state of the 
intellectual powers, or of the active 
principles. 

Z 
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material, does it not follow that all his functions must be regu- 
lated by the laws of mechanism, and that, of consequence, all 
his actions proceed from an irresistible necessity ? According 
to this argument, therefore, the doctrine of Necessity is an ob- 
vious corollary from that of Materialism. 

As this reasoning takes the scheme of materialism for granted, 
it is they alone who have adopted that scheme who are inter- 
ested in examining whether the reasoning be conclusive or not 
The only question, therefore, before us at present is, whether 
the author's conclusion be a logical consequence of his premises. 
That it is not a consequence of his premises, but a mere play 
on words, will appear obvious from the following consideration. 

That Matter is incapable of acting, excepting in so far as ii 
is acted upon, is a principle universally admitted by the sound- 
est philosophers, and perfectly agreeable to the common appre- 
hensions of mankind. But this principle is founded on the 
supposition, that matter is inert and insentient^ incapable of 
thought, or of changing its state either of rest or of motion till 
it is acted on by some foreign power .♦ If we reject this suppo- 
sition, as Dr. Priestley has done, and consider matter as con- 
sisting of certain powers of attraction and repulsion, and 
requiring nothing but a particular arrangement or organization 
to exhibit the plienomena of sensation and of thought, we are 
certainly not entitled to apply any inference from our common 
notions concerning matter to the functions of a being, organized 
as Dr. Priestley supposes man to be. If our ideas of matter 
imply nothing more than certain powers of attraction and re- 
pulsion, and if matter properly organized may produce a being 
capable of sensation and of thought, why may not the same 
organization produce a being capable of aoting from his otvn 
free-vnU, and without the necessary influence of any motive 
imposed on him from without? In this instance, therefore, 
Dr. Priestley's zeal for a favourite opinion has betrayed him 
into a sophism very unworthy of his abilities, and which derives 
the very slight plausibility it possesses entirely from an ambi- 
guity in the meaning of the word matter, occasioned by his 
own peculiar speculations on its nature and propertie& 

♦ [See, above, p. 862.] 
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It is amusing enough that this very argument of Dr. Priest- 
ley's, or at least one extremely similar to it, was long ago pro- 
posed ironicaJly by Dr. Berkeley, in his ingenious dicdogues, 
entitled the Minute Philosopher^ — a book which (notwith- 
standing a few paradoxical passages connected with the author's 
system of Idealism) may be safely recommended as one of the 
most instructive, as well as entertaining works, of which English 
philosophy has to boast " Corporeal objects strike on the 
organs of sense, whence ensues a vibration in the nerves, which 
being communicated to the soul or animal spirit in the brain 
or root of the nerves, produceth therein that motion called 
volition ; and this produceth a new determination on the spirits, 
causing them to flow in such nerves as must necessarily, by the 
laws of mechanism, produce such certain actions. This being 
the case, it follows that those things which vulgarly pass for 
human actions are to be esteemed mechanical, and that they 
are falsely ascribed to a free principle. There is therefore no 
foundation for praise or blame, fear or hope, reward or punish- 
ment, nor consequently for religion, which is built upon and 
supposeth those things."^ The alteration which Dr. Priestley 
has made on this argument is certainly far from an improve- 
ment ; for his peculiar notions concerning the nature of matter 
render it much more inconsequential than it must appear to 
those who retain the common opinions on that subject. 

SECT. U. — STATEMENT OF THE COMMON ARGUMENT FOB 

NECESSITY. 

Before proceeding to an examination of this question, I shall 
premise a few principles in which both parties are agreed, or 
which at least appear to me to be concessions, which the advo* 
cates for Free-will may safely make to their antagonists, without 
any injury to their general argument. 

1. Every action is performed loiih some view, or, in other 
words, is performed Jirom some motive. Dr. Reid indeed denies 
this with zeal, but I am doubtful if he has strengthened his cause 

^ DuJogiM yn. lect jdz. 
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by doing so ;^ for he confesses that the actions which are per- 
formed without motives^ are perfectly trifling and insignificant, 
and not such as lead to any general conclusion concerning the 
merit or demerit of moral agents. I should therefore rather 
be disposed to yield this point than to dispute a proposition not 
materially connected with the question at issue. One thing is 
clear and indisputable, that it is only in so far as a man acts 
from motives or intentions, that he is entitled to the characiet 
of a rational being. 

2. The merit of an action depends entirely on the motive 
from which it was performed. Dr. Eeid remarks, that some 
Necessitarians have triumphed in this principle as the veiy 
hinge of the controversy, whereas the truth is, that no reason- 
able advocate for Free-will ever called it in question.* 

So far, I think, we are justified in going. The great qne»% 
tion is, How do these motives determine the will ? In answer 
to this question the Necessitarians reason as follows : — 

Every change in nature^ we are told, implies the operation 
of a oause ; and this maxim, it is pretended, holds not only 
with respect to inanimate matter, but with respect to the 
changes which take place in the state of a mind,1[ Every voli- 
tion, therefore, must have been produced by a motive with 
which it is as necessarily connected as any other effect with its 
cause ; and when different motives are presented to the mind 
at the same time, the will yields to the strongest, as necessarily 
as a body urged by two contrary forces moves in the direction 
of that which is most powerful. 

The foregoing argument goes to prove, that all human 
actions are as necessarily produced by motives as the going of 
a clock is necessarily produced by the weights, and that no 
human action could have been otherwise than it really was. 
Nay, it applies also in full force to the Deity, and indeed to all 
intelligent beings whatever ; for it is not founded on anything 
peculiar to the humxin mind, but on the impossibility of free 

* Essays on the Ac'ive Powers, pp. * [Ibid. p. 608.] 

293, 294.— [Essay IV. chap.iv.— Works, 
p. 609.] t [See above, p. 862.] 



APPENDIX : — OF man's FREE AGENCY. (§ 2.) 357 

agency ; and, of consequence, it leads to this general conclu- 
sion, that no event in the universe could have happened other- 
wise than it did. 

When the scheme of Necessity is pushed to this length, it 
involves the supposition, " that every created being, and every 
event, even the most trifling, has an existence as necessary as 
that of the Deity ;" a supposition which forms one of the fun- 
damental principles of the system of Spinoza. On this subject, 
I confess, it appears to me that Spinoza reasons well, and that, 
if we admit his principles, we cannot deny his conclusion. 
The conclusion, at the same time, is such as every unprejudiced 
understanding must revolt at the instant it is mentioned, and 
which may serve as a demonstration, in the form of a reductio 
ad absurdu7n, of the erroneousness of the principle from which 
it is deduced. ^' It does not indeed appear possible," as Mr. 
Maclaurin has observed, " to invent another system equally ab- 
surd, amounting (as it does in fact) to this proposition, that 
there is but one substance in the universe endowed with in- 
finite attributes, (particularly infinite extension and cogitation,) 
which produces all other things necessarily as its own modifi- 
cations, and which alone is, in all events, both physical and 
moral, at once cause and effect, agent and patienf^ Accord- 
ingly, Dr. Clarke has been at much pains to prove, that the 
Deity mtiat be a free agent^ and, therefore, that free agency is 
not impossible ; from which he infers, that there must be some 
flaw in the reasonings just stated, to prove that man is a neces- 
sary agent. If this reasoning of Clarke's be admitted as con- 
clusive, where is the absurdity (I would ask) of supposing, that 
God may have been pleased to place man in a state of moral 
discipline, by imparting to him a freedom of choice between 
good and evil, in like manner as he has imparted to him 
various other faculties and powers essentially different from 
anything we observe in the lower animals ? Is not the con- 
trary assertion a presumptuous attempt to set limits to the 
Divine Omnipotence ? 

^ AoooufU of NewUnCi DUcaverietf Book I. chap. !▼. 

* [See DemonttraiUm of the Being and AUributei qf Ood^ Propa. iii. ix. i.] 
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Among the various forms which religious enihasiaflm 
sumes, there is a certain prostration of the mind, which, ondar 
the specious disguise of a deep humility, aims at exalting the 
Divine perfections by annihilating all the powers which belong 
to human nature. " Nothing is more usual for fervent devo- 
tion/' says Sir James Mackintosh, in speaking of some theories 
current among the Hindoos, ^^ than to dwell so long and so 
warmly on the meanness and worthlessness of created things, 
and on the all-sufficiency of the Supreme Being, that it slides 
insensibly from comparative to absolute language, and in the 
eagerness of its zeal to magnify the Deity, seems to annihilate 
everything else."^ 

This excellent observation may serve to account for the zeal 
displayed by many devout men in favour of the scheme of 
Necessity. '' We have nothing (they frequently and justly re- 
mind us) but what we have received." But the question here 
is simply a matter of fact, whether we have or have not 
received from Gtod the gift of Free-will ; and the only aigu- 
ment, it must be remembered, which they have yet been able 
to advance for the negative proposition, is, that this gift was 
impossible even for the power of God ; an argument^ we may 
remark, which not only annihilates the power of man, but an- 
nihilates that of Grod aLso^ and subjects him, as well as all his 
creatures, to the control of causes which he is unable to resist 
So completely does this scheme defeat the pious views in which 
it has sometimes originated. I say sometimes, for this very 
argument against the liberty of the will is employed by Spinoza ; 
according to whom the free agency of man involves the ab- 
surd supposition of an imperium in imperio in the universe.* 
Voltaire, too, who, in his latter days, abandoning those prin- 
ciples for which he had before, when in the full vigour of his 
faculties, so zealously and eloquently contended, seems to have 
become a convert to the scheme of Fatalism, has on one occasion 
had recourse to an argument against man's Free-agency, similar 
in substance to what is advanced by Spinoza in the passage 

* See Philosophy of the Human Mind, Vol. II. Note B. [auprOf p. 371.] 
« Tractai. BoUt. Cap. II. sect. ▼!. 
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now referred to. ^^ £q effet, il seroit bien singvlier que toate 
la nature, tous les astres ob^issent cL des loix ^temelles, et qu'il 
7 edt un petit animal haut de cinq pieds, qui en mepris de 
ces lois pM agir toujours comme il lui plairoit au seul gre de 
son caprice."^ — " Singular I" (exclaims Dr. Beattie after quot- 
ing the preceding sentence,) ^^ Ay, singular indeed: — ^but not 
a whit more singular than that this same animal of five feet 
should perceive, and think, and read, and write, and speak ; 
attributes which no astronomer of my acquaintance has ever 
supposed to belong to the planets, notwithstanding their bril- 
liant appearance and stupendous magnitude."^ The reply is 
quite as good as the argument is entitled to.* 



SECT. III. — VIEW OF THE QUESTION GIVEN BY H0BBE8. 

According to the view of the subject that has now been taken, 
we are led to conclude, that man possesses a power over the deter- 
minations of his will : — and this is precisely the scheme of what 
is commonly called Free-iviUy in opposition to that of Necessity. 

But this power over the determinations of the will has been 
represented by some philosophers as an absurdity and impossi- 
bility. " Liberty," we are told, " consists only in a power to 
act as we wiU; and it is impossible to conceive in any being a 
greater liberty than this. Hence it follows, that liberty does 
not extend to the determinations of the will, but only to the 
actions consequent upon its determinations. To say that we 



* Le PhUoiophe Ignorcmt^ xiii. 

* Eisay on TnOh, p. 860, 2d edit. 

* [I cannot resist adding the two fol- 
lowing passages from Pascal's Pens^, 

Part I. Art. iii. — ''Lliomme est si 
grand, que sa grandeur paroit meme en 
ce quil se connoit miserable. Un arbre 
ne se connoft pas miserable. II est 
Trai que c'est etre miserable que de se 
connoStre miserable; mais aussi o'est 
etre grand que de se connoitre qu'on 
est miserable. Ainsi tontes ces misires 
prouvent sa gprandeur. Ce sont misires 
de grand seigneur, mis&ret d*un roi 



Art. Ti. — " L'homme n'est qu*un 
roseau le plus foible de la nature ; mais 
c'est on roseau pensant U ne faut pas 
que I'uniyers entier s'arme pour Tecraser. 
Une Tapeur, une goutte d'eau suffit 
pour le tuer. Mais quand runiyers 
I'^raseroit, lliomme seroit encore plus 
noble que ce qui le tue, parce qu*il salt 
qu*il meurt, et I'ayantage que Puniyers 
a sur lui, I'uniyers n'en sait rien. Ainsi 
toute notre dignity consiste dans la 
pens^e. C'est de \k qu'il faut nous 
releyer, non de Tespace et de la dur6e. 
Trayaillons done k bien penser: yoili 
le principe de la morale.*'— i^] 
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have power to will such an action, is to say, that we may will 
it if we will. This supposes the will to be determined by a 
prior will ; and for the same reason that will must be deter- 
mined by a will prior to it, and so on in an infinite series of 
wills, which is absurd. To act fredy^ therefore, can mean 
nothing more than to act voluntarily; and this is all the liberty 
that can be conceived in man or in any other being." 

Agreeably to this reasoning, Hobbes defines a free-agent to 
be " he that can do if he will, and forbear if he wilL"* The 
same definition has been adopted by Leibnitz,^ by Collins, by 
Gravesande, by Edwards, by Bonnet, and by all later Necessi- 
tarians It cannot be better expressed than in the words of 
Gravesande : ^' Facultas faciendi quod libuerit, qusecunque 
fuerit voluntatis determinatio."^ 

Dr. Priestley ascribes this peculiar notion of Free-will to 
Hobbes as its author ;^ but it is, in fact, of much older date 
even among modem metaphysicians ; coinciding exactly with 
the doctrine of those scholastic divines who contended for the 
Liberty of Spontaneity ^ in opposition to the Liberty oflniiffer^ 
ence. It is, however, to Hobbes that the partisans of this 
opinion are indebted for the happiest and most popular illus- 
tration of it that has yet been given. " I conceive," says he, 
" Liberty is to be rightly defined in this maimer : — Liberty is 
the absence of oil the impediments to action that are not con- 
tained in the nature and intrinsical quality of the agent. As, 
for example, the water is said to descend freely^ or to have 
liberty to descend by the channel of the river, because there is 



* Hobbes's Worka^ p. 484, folio edit. 
[Treatise of Liberty and Necessity i\ 

^ Leibnitz has almost literally trans- 
lated the words of Hobbes. " Proprie 
loquendo voluraus agere ; non vero vo- 
lumus velle ; alioqui dicere etiam posse- 
mus, velle nos habere voluntatem vo- 
lendi, quod in infinitum abiret." — OperOy 
Tom. I. p. 156, [ed. Dutensii, Theodi- 
coMi, Pars I. sect, li.] 

* Introdttctio ad PhUosophiamt sect, 
cxv. 



* *' The doctrine of philosophical ne- 
cessity," says Priestley, " is in reality a 
modem thing ; not older, I believe, than 
Mr. Hobbes. Of the Calvinists, I be- 
lieve Mr. Jonathan Edwards to be the 
first." — Illustrations of Philosophical 
Necessity, p. 195, [ed. Birmingham, 1782 ; 
p. 160, ed. London, 1777.— Sect, xii.] 

Supposing this statement to be cor- 
rect, does not the very modem date of 
Hobbes's alleged discovery famish a 
very strong presumption against it ? 
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no impediment that way ; but not across, because the banks are 
impediments. And though water cannot ascend, yet men never 
say it wants the liberty to ascend, but the faculty or power^ 
because the impediment is in the nature of the water, and in- 
trinsical. So also we say, he that is tied wants the liberty to 
go, because the impediment is not in him, but in his bands ; 
whereas we say not so of him who is sick or lame, because the 
impediment is in himself"^ 

According to Bonnet, " Moral Liberty is the power of the 
mind, to obey without constraint the impulse of the motives 
which act upon it." This definition, which is obviously the 
same in substance with that of Hobbes, is thus very justly, as 
well as acutely, animadverted on by Cuvier. " N'admettant 
aucune action sans motif, comme dit-il il n'y a aucun effet sans 
cause. Bonnet definit la Liberte Morale, le pouvoir de T&me de 
suivre sans contrainte les motifs dont elle ^prouve Timpulsion ; 
il resout ainsi les objections que Ton tire de la provision de 
Dieu ; mais peut-gtre aussi detoume-t-il Yid4e qu'on se fait 
d'ordinaire de la Libert^. Malgre ces opinions, qui touchent au 
Mat^rialisme et au Fatalisme, Bonnet fut trfes religieux."^ 

From this passage it appears, that the very ingenious writer 
was as completely aware as Clarke or Beid, of the unsoundness 
of the definition of Moral Liberty given by Hobbes and his 
followers ; and that the ultimate tendency of the doctrine which 
limits the free-agency of man to (what has been called) the 
Liberty of Spontaneity, was the same, though in a more dis- 
guised form, with that of Fatalism. On points of this sort, I 
have always a pecuUar satisfaction, when I am able to fortify 
my own conclusions by the opinions of writers educated under 
other forms of government, and other systems of religion. I 
need not say how much this satisfaction is increased, when the 
writers with whom I have the good fortune to agree rank as 
high as Cuvier in the philosophical world. 

In order to judge how far the reasoning of Hobbes is in this 

^ Treatise of Liberty and Necessity, [in the chapter entitled " My Opinion abont 
Liberty and Necessity/* — Works, folio edition, p. 4S3.J 
* Biographie UniverseUs^ i Paria, 1812. Article Bonn/eL 
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instance satisfactory, it is necessary to attend to the vaiiont 
significations of the word liberty; for the sense in which 
Hobbes has defined it is only one of its acceptations, and by no 
means the sense in which it ought to be employed in this con- 
troversy.^ 

1. Liberty is opposed to confinement of the body by superior 
Jbrce, as when a person is shut up in a prison. It is in this sense 
that Hobbes uses the word ; for he tells us that liberty consisto 
only in a power to act as we wiU. And if the word had no 
other acceptation, the objection now stated would be a valid 
one ;• for as the will cannot be confined by any external foice, 
neither can we with propriety ascribe to the will that species of 
liberty which is opposed to such confinement 

2. Liberty is opposed to the restraints on human condud 
arising from law and govemmevd ; as when we say, that^ by 
entering into a political society, a man gives up part of his 
natural liberty. In this sense liberty undoubtedly extends to 
the determinations of the will ; and the very obligations which 
are opposed to it proceed on the supposition that the will is 
free. The establishment of law does not abridge this freedom, 
but, on the contrary, it takes for granted that we have it in 
our power to obey or to transgress ; proposing to us on the 
one hand, the motives of duty and of interest ; and setting be- 
fore us, on the other, the consequences of wilful transgression. 

3. Liberty is opposed to necessity ; and it is in this sense 
the word is employed, when we say that man is a free and 
accountable being, and that the connexion between motives 
and actions is not a necessary connexion, like that between 
cause and efiect. This species of liberty has been called by 
some Moral Liberty. 

That there is nothing inconceivable in this idea, appears, I 
hope, sufficiently from what has been already said. And in- 
deed it is so far from being a metaphysical refinement or 
subtlety, that the common sense of mankind pronounces men 
to be accountable for their conduct, only in so far as they are 

* Reid, On the Active Powers, pp. 272, 273, 4to edit. [Essay IV. cli.i. — WorJu, 
p. 601.] 
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understood to be morally free. Whence is it that we consider 
the pain of the rack as an alleviation of the falsehoods extorted 
from the criminal ? Plainly because the motives presented to 
him are supposed to be such as no ordinary degree of self-com- 
mand is able to resist. And if we were only satisfied that these 
motives were perfecUy irresistible^ we would not ascribe to him 
any guilt at alL 

As an additional confirmation of Hobbes's doctrine, it has 
been urged that human laws require no more to constitute a 
crime but that it be voluntary ; and hence it has been inferred, 
that the criminality consists in the determination of the will, 
whether that determination be free or necessary. 

The case just referred to affords a sufficient refutation of this 
argument The confession of the criminal is surely voluntary 
in the strict acceptation of that term ; and yet we consider his 
guilt as alleviated, in the same proportion in which we suppose 
his moral liberty to be abridged. 

It is true that in most cases human laws require no more to 
constitute a crime but that it be voluntary ; because, in general, 
motives are placed beyond the cognizance of earthly tribunals. 
But, in a moral view, merit and demerit suppose not only 
actions to be voluntary, but the agent to be possessed of moral 
liberty. And even earthly tribunals judge on the same prin- 
ciple, wherever it can be made appear that the person accused 
was deprived of the power of self-government by insanity, or 
by some accidental paroxysm of passion. 

I shall only mention one other argument in favour of the 
scheme of Necessity ; and I have reserved for it the last place, 
as it has been proposed with all the confidence of mathematical 
demonstration by a writer of no less note than Mr. Belsham. 
It is in the form of a reductio ad absurdum ; and its more 
immediate object is to expose to ridicule the consequences 
which necessarily flow from the doctrine of Free-will. 

The argument is this: — "According to the hypothesis of 
Free-will, the essence of virtue and vice consists in liberty. . . . 
For example : benevolence unthout liberty is no virtue ; malign 
nity without liberty is no vice. Both are equally in a neutral 
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state. Add a portion of liberty to both ; benevolence instantly 
becomes an eminent virtue; and malignity an odious vice. That 

is, IF TO EQUALS YOU ADD EQUALS, THE WHOLES WILL BE UN- 
EQUAL. . . . Than which nothing can be more absurd."^ 

On this reasoning, to which it would be unjust to deny the 
merit of complete originality, I have no comment to oflfer. I 
have quoted it chiefly as a specimen of the logical and mathe- 
matical skill of the present advocates for the doctrine of philo- 
sophical necessity. In this point of view, it forms an amusing 
contrast to the lofty pretensions of a sect, which prides itself 
not only on its superiority to vulgar prejudices, but on its 
sagacity in detecting a fraud so successfully practised on the 
rest of mankind, by the author of their moral constitution. 

If the foregoing remarks be well founded, the only two 
opinions which, in the actual state of metaphysical science, 
ought to be stated in contrast, are that of Liberty (or Free-will) 
on the one side, and that of Necessity on the other. As to the 
Liberty of Spontaneity, (which expresses a fact altogether foreign 
to the point in question,) I can conceive no motive for invent- 
ing such a phrase, but a desire in some writers to veil the 
scheme of Necessity from their readers, under a language less 
revolting to the sentiments of mankind ; and in others an 
anxiety to banish it as far as possible from their own thoughts, 
by substituting, instead of the terms in which it is commonly 
expressed, a circumlocution which seems, on a superficial view, 
to concede something to the advocates for Liberty. 

The phrase Liberty of Indifferefnce, which has been so fre- 
quently substituted, (particularly since the time of Leibnitz,) 
for the older, simpler, and much more intelligible phrase of 
Free-will, is, in my opinion, not less objectionable than the 
Liberty of Spontaneity} It certainly conveys but a very 
inadequate notion of the thing meant ; — the power, to wit, of 

^ Elements of the Philosophy of the sions with Lord Karnes in his discus- 

Mind, and of Moral Philosophy, &c., sions on this subject See in particular 

by Thomas Belsham : [Lond. ISOl, the Appendix to his Essay on Liberty 

(only edition?)] pp. 258, 259. [See and Necessity, in the last [or third] 

Magee's Works, 1842, Vol. II. p. 62.] edition of his Essays on MoraUty ami 

* Both phrases are favourite expres- Naturai ReUgum, 
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choice or election ; and that not only among things indifferent, 
but (a fortiori) between right and wrong, good and evil 

The distinction between Physical and Moral Necessity I con- 
ceive to be not less frivolous than those to which the foregoing 
animadversions relate. On this point I agree with Diderof s 
assertion, in a passage to be quoted afterwards, that the word 
Necessity (as it ought to be understood in this dispute) admits 
but of one interpretation.* 

SECT. rV. — ARGUMENT FOR NECESSITY, PROPOSED BY LEIBNITZ. 

It is well known to all who have any acquaintance with the 
history of modem philosophy, that one of the fundamental 
principles of the Leibnitian system is, ^Hhat nothing exists 
without a Sufficient Season why it should be so, and not other- 
wise." Of this principle the following succinct account is given 
by Leibnitz himself in his controversial correspondence with 
Dr. Clarke: — '^ The great foundation of Mathematics is the 
principle of Contradiction or Identity ; that is, that a proposi- 
tion cannot be true and false at the same time. But in order 
to proceed from Mathematics to Natural Philosophy, another 
principle is requisite, (as I have observed in my Theodiccea,) 
1 mean the principle of the Sufficient Season ; or, in other 
words, that nothing happens without a reason why it should be 
so rather than otherwise. And accordingly, Archimedes was 
obliged, in his book De JEquilibrio, to take for granted, that, 
if there be a balance in which everytliing is alike on both 
sides, and if equal weights are hung on the two ends of that 
balance, the whole will be at rest It is because no reason can 
be given why one side should weigh down rather than the 
other. Now by this single principle of the Sufficient Reason^ 
may be demonstrated the Being of a Qod, and all the other 
parts of metaphysics or natural theology ; and even in some 
measure those physical truths that are independent upon ma- 
thematics, such as the dynamical principles, or the principles 
of force." t 

• [See Section Fifth.] 

t [(Det MaiManx's) (Motion ofFagtrt, &c. ;— Leilmits*i Btfitrnd B^m^ 
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Some of the inferences deduced by Leibnitz from this almost 
gratuitous assumption are so paradoxical, that one cannot help 
wondering he was not staggered about its certainty. Not only 
was he led to conclude that the mind is necessarily determined 
in all its elections by the greatest apparent good, insomuch 
that it would be impossible for it to make a choice between 
two things perfectly alike ; but he had the boldness to extend 
this conclusion to the Deity, and to assert, that two things 
perfectly alike could not have been produced even by Divine 
Power. It was upon this ground that he rejected a vacuum^ 
because all the parts of it would be perfectly like to each 
other ; and that he also rejected the supposition of atomSy or 
similar particles of matter, and ascribed to each particle a 
monody or active principle, by which it is discriminated from 
every other particle. The application of his principle, how- 
ever, on which he evidently valued himself the most, was that 
to which I have already alluded, — the demonstrative evidence 
with which he conceived it to establish the impossibility of 
free-agency, not only in man, but in any other intelligent 
being ;^ a conclusion which, under whatever form of words it 
may be disguised, is liable to every objection which can be 
urged against the system of Spinoza. 

* The following comment on this vont toiijours en s'^largissant et en 

part of the Leibnitian system is from s'afifoiblissant. 

the pen of one of his greatest admirers, "Mais, Tetat actuel d'one monade 

Charles Bonnet : — "Ccttem^taphysique est necessairement determine par son 

transcendante deviendra un peu plus in- 4tat antecedent ; celai-ci par un ^tat 

telligible, si Ton fait attention, qn'en qui a pr4c^6, ainsi en remontant jasqu^i 

yertu du principe de la rai«on svffiaante^ I'instant de la creation, 

tout est necessairement lie dans I'uni- « « ♦ ♦ • 

vers. Toutes les actions des etres "Ainsi le pass^, le present, et le 

simples sont harmoniques, ou subor- futur ne forment dans la meme monade 

donnces les unes aux autres. L'exercice qu*une seul chaine. Notre philosophe 

actuel de Tactivite d'une monade don- disoit ingenieusement, que le prheiU 

nee, est determine par I'exercice actuel est toujours gros de Vavenir. 

de Tactivit^ des monades auxquelles elle " II disoit encore que TEtemel G4o- 

corresponde immediatement. Cette cor- m^tre resolvoit sans cesse ce probleme ; 

respondance continue d*un point quel- I'etat d'une monade etant donne, en 

conque de I'uni vers jusqu'^ ses extre- determiner I'etat passe, present, et fiitor 

mit^s. Representez vous les ondes cir- de tout Tunivers." — (Euvretf Tome 

culaires et concentriques qu'une pierre Ylll. pp. 303-305. — [4to edition.— Fud 

excite dans une eau dormante. Elles du Leibnitianisme,] 
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With respect to the principle from which these important 
consequences were deduced, it is observable that it is stated by 
Leibnitz in terms so general and vague as to extend to all the 
different departments of our knowledge ; for he tells us that 
there must be a sufficient reason for every existence, for every 
event, and for every truth. This use of the word reason is so 
extremely equivocal, that it is quite impossible to annex any 
precise idea to the proposition. Of this it is unnecessary to 
produce any other proof than the application which is here 
made of it to things so very different as existences, events, and 
truths ; in all of which cases it must of necessity have different 
meanings. It would be a vain attempt, therefore, to combat 
the maxim in the form in which it is generally appealed to. 
Nor indeed can we either adopt or reject it, without considering 
particularly how far it holds in the various instances to which 
it may be applied. 

The multifarious discussions, however, of a physical,^ a me- 
taphysical, and a theological nature,* necessarily involved in so 
detailed an examination, would, in the present times, (even if 
this were a proper place for introducing them,) be equally use- 
less and uninteresting. The peculiar opinions of Leibnitz on 
most questions connected with these sciences have already 
fallen into complete neglect But as the maxim still continues 
to be quoted by the latest advocates for the scheme of Necessity, 
it may not be altogether superfluous to observe, that, when 
understood to refer to the changes which take place in the 
material imi verse, it coincides entirely with the common maxim, 

* One of the happicBt applications of SterinuB, to proye " that a chain laid 

this principle in physics that I know of, on an inclined plane, with a part of it 

is in D'AIemhert's Demonstration of hanging over at top in a perpendicular 

the Composition of Forces, where the line, will be in aquUibrio, if the two 

only axiom which he assumes is this,— ends of the chain reach down exactly to 

that " if a body be acted upon by three the same level.** — See Mr. Playfair*i 

equal forces, in directions forming equal Diuertation in the Supplement to the 

angles with each other, it will nece^ Eneydopcedia Britannica^ Part L pp. 

sarily remain at rest, there existing no 64, 65. — [First edition.] 
tuffident reaton why it should move in 

one direction rather than another.'* * [In the MS. there is here appended 

The same principle, too, is assumed in a note identical with note 1 in p. 271 

the ingenioua reaaoning empk>yed by ot Diamiation, — Warkt,YoLH 
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that " every change implies the operation of a cause;*' and that 
it is in consequence of its intuitive evidence in this particular 
case, that so many have been led to acquiesce in it in the un- 
limited terms in which Leibnitz has announced it One thing 
will be readily granted, that the maxim, when applied to the 
determinations of intelligent and moral agents^ is not quite so 
obvious and indisputable as when applied to the changes that 
take place in things altogether inanimate and passive. 

What, then, it may be asked, induced Leibnitz, in the enun- 
ciation of his maxim, to depart from the form in which it has 
generally been stated, and to substitute, instead of the word 
cause the word reason^ which is certainly not only the more 
unusual, but the more ambiguous expression of the two ? Was 
it not evidently a perception of the impropriety of calling the 
motives from which we act the causes of our actions ; or at least 
of the inconsistency of this language with the common ideas 
and feelings of mankind ? The word reason is here much less 
suspicious, and much more likely to pass current without exa- 
mination. It was therefore with no small dexterity that 
Leibnitz contrived to express his general principle in such a 
manner, that the impropriety of his language should be most 
apparent in that case in which the proposition is instantane- 
ously admitted by every reader as self-evident ; and to adapt it, 
in its most precise and definite shape, to the case in which it 
was in the greatest danger of undergoing a severe scrutiny. In 
this respect he has managed his argument with more address 
than Collins, or Edwards, or Hume, all of whom have applied 
the maxim to Mind, in the very same words in which it is 
usually applied to inanimate Matter. 

Let us examine, therefore, Leibnitz's principle as applicable 
to the determinations of the will, and consider what it implies, 
and how far it is agreeable to fact. And for this purpose it is 
necessary to attend to the various senses in which it may be 
understood : for although it is in this case that the author's 
expressions are the least exceptionable, they are yet far from 
being limited to one interpretation. 

1. When it is said, that for every voluntary action there 
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must have been a sufficient reason, the proposition may be un- 
derstood merely to imply that every such action must have 
had a cause. And we may remark by the way, that this is the 
only interpretation of which the proposition admits, if the word 
reason be used in the same sense in which alone Leibnitz's 
maxim is applicable to inanimate matter. But in this sense of 
the proposition it does not at all affect the question about Liberty 
and Necessity ; for it only implies that the action is an effect, 
which either proceeded from the free-will of the agent, (in which 
case he may justly be said to be the cause of the effect,) or 
which did not proceed from his free-will, (in which case it must 
ultimately be referred to some other cause.) 

2. The principle of the Sufficient Reason, when applied to 
our voluntary actions, may be understood to imply, that the 
will is necessarily determined by the greatest apparent good. 
As this proposition is not peculiar to the system of Leibnitz, it 
may be proper to state it more fully. 

The circumstances of our external situation, (it has been 
said,) and the state of our appetites, desires, <&c., at any parti- 
cular time, evidently do not depend on us. Suppose, then, that 
I am under the influence of any two active principles which 
urge me in different directions, and that I deliberate which of 
them I am to obey : The conclusion my understanding forms 
on this subject does not depend on me, and this conclusion 
necessarily determines my will ; for it is impossible for a man 
not to do what appears to him to be, on the whole, the best 
and most eligible thing at the moment. My will, therefore, 
in every case, depends as little on myself as the conclusion of 
my understanding when I give my assent to a mathematical 
demonstration. 

The flaw of this reasoning, I apprehend, lies in that step in 
which it is affirmed, that the will is necessarily determined by 
what appears to us to be best and most eligible at the moment ; 
— and the only circumstance which gives the proposition the 
smallest degree of plausibility is the ambiguity of the language 
in which it is stated. For it may either imply that our voli- 
tions are necessarily agreeable to what we wiU at the time ; in 

VOL. VI. 2 a 
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which case we odIj assert an identical proposition : Or that the 
will is necessarily determined by what appears to us to be 
morally best and really most eligible at the time ; in which 
case we assert what is contrary to fact. 

3. The meaning of the proposition now under consideration 
may be understood to be this, that for every action there must 
be a motive. 

I have already said, that in this sense I am disposed to admit 
the maxim. Dr. Beid, indeed, has very confidently maintained the 
negative ;* but I do not think, (as I formerly observed, [p. 355,]) 
that by doing so he has strengthened his cause ; for he confesses 
that the actions which are performed without motives are per- 
fectly trifling and insignificant : nay, he acknowledges that the 
merit of an action depends entirely on the motive from which 
it was performed. 

But although we grant this general proposition, it certainly 
does not follow from it that man is a necessary agent The 
question is not concerning the inflttence of motives, but con- 
cerning the nature of that influence. The advocates for Neces- 
sity represent it as the influence of a cause in producing its 
effect. The advocates for Liberty acknowledge that the motive 
is the occasion of acting, or the reason for acting ; but contend 
that it is so far from being the efficient cause of it, that it sup- 
poses the efficiency to exist elsewhere, viz., in the mind of the 
agent. Between these two opinions there is an essential dis- 
tinction. The one represents man merely as a passive instru- 
ment. According to the other, he is really an agenty and the 
sole author of his own actions. He acts, indeed, from motives, 
but he has the power of choice among different ones. When 
he acts from a particular motive, it is not because this motive 
is stronger than others, but because he tviUed to act in this way. 
Indeed, it may be questioned if the word strength conveys any 
idea when applied to motives. It is obviously an analogical or 
metaphorical expression, borrowed from a class of phenomena 
essentially different. 

" Undoubtedly, nothing is," says Dr. Clarke, " without a 

^ [Ontfie Active Powers, E«8ay IV. chap. iv. — Worhs^ p. 609.] 
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Sufficient Beason why it is rather than not, and why it is thti8 
rather than otherunse. But in things in their own nature indif- 
ferent, mere tviU, without anything external to influence it, is 
alone that Sufficient Reason. As in the instance of God's 
creating or placing any particle of matter in one place rather 
than in another, when all places are originally alike."* 

With this observation of Clarke's, the following passages from 
Boscovich coincide. They are taken from his Notes on [Sup- 
plements to] the Latin Poem of Benedictus Stay, De Systemate 
Mundi, [and refer to the Leibnitian Principle o/Indiscemibles,'] 

'^ Eodem pacto sine ulla etiam ratione quam nos excogitare 
poBsimus, ex omnino similibus potuit Deus seligere potius aliqua 
quam alia, et ex iis quaB selegit alia alibi coUocare, ut ex prorsus 
similibus materisB punctis, aliud in sole, aliud in Sirio, quorum 
similium bina etiam haberi in mundo nequaquam posse Leib- 
nitiani affirmant, quia discemi a se invicem non possent, nee 
haberi posset ratio sufficiens, cur primum secundi loco colloca- 
tum non esset, et vice versa. Discemere poterit Deus ipsa etiam 
prorsus similia, si illam intimam cuj usque naturam, quam indi- 
viduationem dicimus, videat per quam hoc non est illud. Eam 
autem ipsam sine ulla dissimilitudine DivinaB sapientiaB oculos 
effugere, quis affirmet ? Porro ratio cur hsec potius hie quam 
alibi coUocata sit, physica erit semper aliqua nimirum ipsa actio 
Divina qua collocatur. Moralis nulla erit cur potius, sed liber- 
tas, et ipsa voluntas Divina stabit pro ratione. Sic etiam, ubi 
nos aliquid eligimus, electionis physica ratio erit ipsa voluntas 
nostra volitionem producens, moralis erit semper aliqua, cum 
voluntas in incognitum non feratur, nee sine motive operetur, 
sed non erit ratio, cur potius eligat quam non eligat, verum 
motivis omnibus, sive moralibus rationibus consideratis, super- 
erit facultas, eo se inclinandi, ubi etiam minus ponderis rationes 
habent ; ut accuratissime verum sit illud : Video meliora (et 
eodem etiam pacto jucundiora^ utiliora) prohoque ; deteriora 
sequor,''1[ 

The point on which this celebrated controversy between 

* [CoUection of Papertf &c. — Clarke*! f [SupplemerUum lY. ad libnim pri- 

Third R«plji lect. ii.] mum, § zxziii. Vol. I. p. 282.] 



372 PmLOfiOPHY OF the moral POWERa — B. IL THE RATIOH4I^ 

Leibnitz and Clarke tarnB, is very clearly and precisely defined 
by Maclaurin in his Account of Newton's Discoveries. " Leib- 
nitz," he observes, ^ makes great use of a comparison between 
the effects of opposite motives on the mind, and of weights 
placed in the scales of a balance, or of powers acting upon the 
same body with contrary directions. His learned antagonist 
denies that there is a similitude between a balance moved by 
weights and a mind acting upon the view of certain motives; 
because the one is entirely passive, and the other not only is 
acted upon, but acts also. The mind, he owns, is purely pas- 
sive in receiving the impressions of the motive, which is only a 
perception, and is not to be confounded with the power of acting 
after, or in consequence of that perception. The difference be- 
tween a man and a machine does not consist only in sensation 
and intelligence, but in his power of acting also. The balance, 
for want of this power, cannot move at all when the weights 
are equal ; but a Free agent, (says he,) when there appear two 
perfectly alike reasonable ways of acting, has stiU within itself 
a power of choosing ; and it may have strong and very good 
reasons not to forbear the exercise of this power, although there 
may be no reason whatever to determine the choice in favour 
of one rather than of the other. It is evident that, as it is from 
internal consciousness I know anything of Liberty, so no asser- 
tion contrary to what I am conscious of concerning it can be 
admitted ; and it were better perhaps to treat of this abstruse 
subject after the manner of experimental philosophy, than to 
fill a thousand pages with metaphysical discussions concerning 
it. . . . Let any man reflect on his own thoughts, from which 
alone any notions we have of Liberty can be derived ; and if he 
is satisfied that he could choose between two desirable things 
that appear equally good, rather than want both, Leibnitz's 
argument (drawn from the principle of the tiufficient Reason) 
can have no force upon him."^ 

^ Book II. chap, vw. 
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SECT. v. — DEPENCE OP THE SCHEME OP NECESSITY BY COLLINS 
AND EDWARDS. — CONTRAST BETWEEN THEIR VIEWS AND THOSE 
OP LATER NECESSITARIANS. 

I have already said, [p. 357,] that, in the opinion of Clarke, 
the scheme of Necessity, when pushed to its logical conse- 
quences, must ultimately terminate in Spinozism. It seems to 
have been the great aim of Collins to vmdicate his favourite 
scheme from this reproach, and to retaliate upon the partisans 
of Free-will the charges of favouring atheism and immorality. 
In proof of this, I have only to quote the account given by the 
author himself of the plan of his work.* 

^^ Too much care cannot be taken to prevent being misun- 
derstood and prejudged in handling questions of such nice 
speculation as those of Liberty and Necessity ; and, therefore, 
though I might in justice expect to be read before any judg- 
ment be passed on me, I think it proper to premise the follow- 
ing observations :— 

'' Firat^ Though I deny liberty in a certain meaning of that 
word, yet I contend for liberty ^ as it signifies a power in man 
to do as he wills or pleases. . . . 

^' Secondly J When I affirm necessity ^ I contend only for moral 
necessity y meaning thereby that man, who is an intelligent and 
sensible being, is determined by his reason and his senses ; and 
I deny man to be subject to such necessity, as is in clocks, 
watches, and such other beings, which, for want of sensation 
and intelligence, are subject to an absolute, physical, or 
mechanical necessity. . . . 

^^ Thirdly^ I have undertaken to show, that the notions I 
advance are so far from being inconsistent with, that they are 
the sole foundations of morality and laws, and of rewards and 
punishments in society; and that the notions I explode are 
subversive of them."^ 



. • « 



* [PhUoiophioal Enquiry eoneening ings of Prieft^j and hit foUowen mnst 
Human Liberty — Preface.] be instantly sennble how Torj diflforenl 

* WhoeTer has looked into the writ- their spirit is from that of th« abofo 
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In the prosecution of his argument on this question, Collins 
endeavours to show that ^^ Mania a necessary agent:* 1. From 
our experience. (By experience he means our own conscious- 
ness that we are necessary agents.) 2. From the imposaffnlity 
of liberty. [3. From the imperfection of libertyy and the 
perfection of necessity. — Ed.] 4. From the consideration of 
the Divine prescience. 5. From the nature and use of rewards 
and punishments. And, 6. From the nature of moraHty."^ 



quotation; and yet they unifonnly ap- 
peal to Collins and Edwards as their 
great oracles upon this question. Nor 
is this change in the Necessitarian creed 
at all wonderful ; for it must be owned 
that the objections urged by Collins 
and £dwards to the doctrine of Free- 
will are of an incomparably more im- 
posing and popular nature, than the Tery 
subtile and shadowy arguments by which 
they have tried to reconcile their scheme 
wiUi man's moral agency ; and, accord- 
ingly, I will venture to say, that, among 
the proselytes they have gained to the 
first part of their creed, there is not one 
in a hundred who will subscribe to the 
second. In this point of view I am 
afraid that Edwards's book (however 
well meant) has done much harm in 
England, as it has secured a favourable 
hearing to the same doctrines, which, 
since the time of Clarke, had been ge- 
nerally ranked among the most danger- 
ous errors of Hobbes and his disciples. 

* (See bis Inquiry and its Table of 
Contents, in detail.] 

^ To the arguments of Collins against 
man's Free -agency some of his late fol- 
lowers have added the inconsistency of 
this doctrine with the known effects of 
education, (under which phrase they 
comprehend also the moral effects of all 
the external circumstances in which 
mfin are involuntarily placed,) in form- 
ing the characters of individuals. 

The plausibility of this argument (on 
which so much stress has been laid by 
Priestley and others) arises entirely 



from the mixture of truth which it in- 
volves ; or, to express mjrself more cor- 
rectly, from the evidence and importance 
of the fad on which it proceeds, when 
that fact is stated with due limitations. 
That the influence of education in thu 
comprehensive sense of the word waa 
grreatly underrated by our ancestors is 
now universally acknowledged, and it is 
to Locke's writings, more than to any 
other single cause, that the change in 
public opinion on this head is to be 
ascribed. On various occasions he has 
expressed himself very strongly with 
respect to the extent of this influence, 
and has more than once intimated his 
belief, that the great minority of men 
continue through life what early educa- 
tion had made them. In making use, 
however, of this strong language, his 
object (as is evident from the opinions 
which he has avowed in other parts of his 
works) was only to arrest the attention 
of his readers to the practical les( v^rs he 
was anxious to inculcate; and not u. 
state a metaphysical fact which was to 
be literally and rigorously interpreted 
in the controversy about Liberty and 
Necessity. The only sound and useful 
moral to be drawn from the spirit of his 
observation is, the duty of gratitude to 
Heaven for all the blessings, in respect 
of education and of external situation, 
which have fallen to our own lot ; the 
impossibility of ascertaining the in- 
voluntary misfortunes by which the 
seeming demerits of others may have 
been in part occasioned, and in the 
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In this view of the subject, and indeed in the very selection 
of bis premises, it is remarkable how completely Collins has 
anticipated Dr. Jonathan Edwards, the most celebrated, and 
indisputably the ablest champion, in later times, of the scheme 
of Necessity. The coincidence is so perfect, that the outline 
given by the former of the plan of his work might have served 
with equal propriety as a preface to that of the latter. 

From the above summary, and still more from the whole 
tenor of the Philosophical Inquiry^ it is evident that Collins 
(one of the most obnoxious writers of his days to divines of all 
denominations) was not less solicitous than his successor, 
Edwards, to reconcile his metaphysical notions with man's 
accountableness and moral agency. The remarks, accordingly, 
of Clarke upon Collins's work*** are equally applicable to that 
of Edwards. It is to be regretted that they seem never to 
have fallen into the hands of this very acute and candid rea- 
soner. As for Collins, it is a remarkable circumstance that he 



■ame proportion dimioislied ; and the 
consequent obligation upon ourseWei to 
think as charitably as possible of their 
condact under the most nnfaTonrable 
appearances. The tmth of all this I 
conceiTe to be implied in these words 
of Scripture, " To whom much is given 
of them much will be required ;" and, 
if possible, still more explicitly and 
impressively in the Bairakilt of the 
TalenJU, 

Is not the use which has been made 
by Necessitarians of Lockers Trtatiae 
en EducaHan^ and other books of a 
similar tendency, only one instance 
more of that disposition, so common 
among metaphysical sciolists, to conceal 
from the world their incapacity to add 
to the stock of useful knowledge, by 
appropriating to themselves the con- 
clusions of their wiser and more sober 
predecessors, under the startling and 
imposing disguise of universal maxims, 
admitting neither of exception nor re- 
striction ? It is thus that Locke's judi- 



cious and refined remarks on the Am$o- 
eUuion of Ideas have been exaggerated 
to such an extreme in the coarse carica- 
tures of Hartley and of Priestley, as to 
bring among cautious inquirers some 
degree of discredit on one of the most 
important doctrines of modem philo- 
sophy. Or, to take another case still 
more in point, it is thus that Locke's 
reflections on the effects of education in 
modifying the intellectual faculties, and 
(where skilfully conducted) in supplying 
their original defects, have been dis- 
torted into the puerile paradox of Hel- 
vetius, that the mental capacities of the 
whole human race are the same at the 
moment of birth. It is sufficient for 
me here to throw out these hints, which 
will be found to apply equally to a large 
proportion of other theories started by 
modem metaphysicians. 

* [See Clarke's Bemarke upon a 
hook entitled '* A Pkiheopkical Enquirjf 
eoneeming Human Liberiy,** 1717.] 
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attempted no reply to this tract of Clarke's, although he lived 
twelve years after its publication.''' The reasonings contained 
in it, together with those on the same subject in his corre- 
spondence with Leibnitz, and in his Demonstration o/ihe Being 
and Attributes o/Gody form, in my humble opinion, the most 
important, as well as powerful, of all his metaphysical argu- 
ments.^ The adversaries with whom he had to contend were 
both of them eminently distinguished by ingenuity and subtlety, 
and he seems to have put forth to the utmost his logical 
strength, in contending with such antagonista " The Liberty 
or moral agency of man," says his friend Dr. Hoadley, " was a 
darling point to him. He excelled always and showed a supe- 
riority to all, whenever it came into private discourse or public 
debate. But he never more excelled than when he was pressed 
with the strength Leibnitz was master of; which made him 
exert all his talents to set it once again in a clear light, to 
guard it against the evil of metaphysical obscurities^ and to 
give the finishing stroke to a subject which must ever be the 
foundation of morality in man, and is the ground of the ac- 
countableness of intelligent creatures for all their actions." 

It is needless to say, that neither Leibnitz nor Collins ad- 
mitted the fairness of the inferences which Clarke conceived to 
follow from the scheme of Necessity. But almost every page 
in the subsequent history of this controversy may be regarded 
as an additional illustration of the soundness of Clarke's 
reasonings, and of the sagacity with which he anticipated 
the fatal errors likely to ensue from the system which he 
opposed. 

" Thus," says a very learned and pious disciple of Leibnitz, 
who made his first appearance as an author about thirty years 



• [This is not correct. Collins did 
answer; but not during Clarke's life. 
8ee on this subject an editorial note in 
Dissertation.— ( Works, Vol. I. p. 307.)] 

* Voltaire, who in all probability 
never read either Clarke or Collins, has 
said that the former replied to the latter 
only by theological reasonings ; " Clarke^ 



n'a rSpondu h Collins qu^en Thioio- 
gien." — {Questions sur PJSncyelopedie, 
Art. LiBERTE.) Nothing can be more 
remote from the truth. The argument 
of Clarke is wholly metaphysical, where- 
as his antagonist in various instances 
has attempted to wrest to his own pur- 
poses the words of Scripture. 
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after the death of his master,^ — '^ Thus the same chain em- 
braces the physical and moral worlds, binds the past to the 
present, the present to the future, the future to eternity." 

'^ That wisdom which has ordained the existence of this 
chain has doubtless willed that of every link of which it Lb com- 
posed. A Caligula is one of those links, and this link is of 
iron. A Marcus Aurelius is another link, and this link is of 
gold. Both are necessary parts of one whole which could not 
but exist Shall God then be angry at the sight of the iron 
link ? What absurdity t God esteems this link at its proper 
value : He sees it in its cause ; and he approves this cause, for 
it is good. God beholds moral monsters as he beholds physical 
monsters. Happy is the link of gold ! Still more happy if he 
know that he is only fortunate} He has attained the highest 
degree of moral perfection, and is nevertheless without pride, 
knowing that what he is, is the necessary result of the place 
which he must occupy in the chain." 

'^ The Gospel is the allegorical exposition of this Cfystem ; the 
simile of the Potter is its summary."® 

In what essential respect does this system differ from that of 
Spinoza ? Is it not even more dangerous in its practical ten- 
dency, in consequence of the high strain of mystical devotion 
by which it is exalted ? 

This objection, however, does not apply to the quotations 
which follow. They exhibit, without any colouring of imagi- 
nation or of enthusiasm, the scheme of necessity pushed to tiie 
remotest and most alarming conclusions which it appeared to 
Clarke to involve ; and as they express the serious and avowed 
creed of two of our contemporaries, (both of them men of dis- 
tinguished talents,) may be regarded as a proof, that the zeal 
displayed by Clarke against the metaphysical principles which 

' Cliarles Bonnet, born 1720, died cise, gives it at leait an epigrammatic 
1793. turn which cannot be preserved in oar 



* The words in the original are— language. 
" Henrenx le chainon d*or ! plus heureux 

encore, s'il sait qu'il n'est qu' heureuxV • Bonnet, (EuvreSf Tom. Ylll. pp.337, 

The double meaning of heureux^ if it 23S, [quarto edition. — Principe* Phi" 

render the expression less logically pre- lo§ophique*, Chap, vii.] 
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led ultimately to such results, was not so unfounded as some 
worthy and able inquirers have supposed. 

^' AU that is must he" says the Baron de Grimm, addressing 
himself to the Duke of Saxe-Grotha, — '^ all that is must be, even 
because it is ; this is the only sound philosophy ; as long as we 
do not know this universe a prioriy (as they say in the schools,) 
ALL IS NECESSITY.^ Liberty is a word without meaning, as you 
will see in the letter of M. Diderot." 

The following passage is extracted from Diderot's letter here 
referred to. 

^^ I am now, my dear friend, going to quit the tone of a 
preacher, to take, if I can, that of a philosopher. Examine it 
narrowly, and you will see that the word Liberty is a word 
devoid of meaning ;^ that there are not, and that there cannot 
be free beings ; that we are only what accords with the general 
order, with our organization, our education, and the chain of 
eventa These dispose of us invincibly. We can no more con- 
ceive a being acting without a motive, than we can one of the 
arms of a balance acting without a weight The motive is 
always exterior and foreign, fastened upon us by some cause 
distinct from ourselves. What deceives us, is the prodigious 
variety of our actions, joined to the habit which we catch at our 
birth, of confounding the Voluntary and the Free. We have 
been so often praised and blamed, and have so often praised and 
blamed others, that we contract an inveterate prejudice of be- 
lieving that we and they will and act freely. But if there is no 
liberty, there is no action that merits either praise or blame ; 
neither vice nor virtue ; nothing that ought either to be re- 
warded or punished. What, then, is the distinction among 
men ? The doing of good and the doing of ill I The doer of 
ill is one who must be destroyed or punished. The doer of 
good is lucky, not virtuous. But though neither the doer of 

^ With all dae deference to Baron de that it either is or is not necessarj.** 
Grimm, the logical inference ought un- ' Does not this remark of Diderot 

donbtedlj to have been, " as long as we apply with infinitely greater force to the 

know nothing of the universe a priori^ word necessity^ as employed in this con- 

we arc^ not entitled to say of anything troversy ? 



APPENDIX :— OF man's freb aqenct. (§ 5.) 379 

good nor of ill be free, man is nevertheless a being to be modi- 
fied ; it is for this reason the doer of ill should be destroyed 
upon the scaffold. From thence the good effects of education, 
of pleasure, of grief, of grandeur, of poverty, &c. ; from thence 
a philosophy full of pity, strongly attached to the good, nor 
more angry with the wicked, than with the whirlwind which 
fills one's eyes with dust Strictly speaking, there is but one 
sort of causes, that is, physical causes. There is but one sort 
of Necessity f which is the same for aU beings} This is what 
reconciles me to human kind ; it is for this reason I exhort you 
to philanthropy. Adopt these principles if you think them 
good, or show me that they are bad. If you adopt them, they 
will reconcile you, too, with others and with yourself; you will 
neither be pleased nor angry with yourself for being what you 
are. Beproach others for nothing, and repent of nothing ; this 
is the first step to wisdouL Besides this, all is prejudice and 
fiilse philosophy.''* 

The same doctrines have been recently introduced into this 
country, and I have no doubt with sincerely good intentions, by 
a very different class of philosophers, the greater part of whom 
have laboured hard to dispute the connexion between the pre- 
mises and the conclusion. Not so [Dr. Priestley and] Mr. 
Belsham. " Remorsel' says he, [the latter,] " is the exquisitely 
painful feeling which arises from the belief that, in circum- 
stances precisely the same, we might have chosen and acted 
differently. This faRoudous feeling is superseded by the doc- 
trine of Necessity."^ And again : " The doctrine of philosophical 
Necessity supersedes refmorse, so far as remorse is founded upon 
the belief, that in the same previous circumstances it was pos- 
sible to have acted otherwise."® 

In another part of Mr. Belsham's work the following obser- 
vation occurs. 

" Bemorse supposes Free-will. It arises from forgetfulness 
of the precise state of mind when the action was performed. 

> See [aboTe,] p. 365. found in Note P P. of Diisertatian, — 

• [Correspondance de M, Orimm, I. Works^ Vol. I. p. 680.] 

Partie, tome i. pp. 300, 804, 305, 806. * EUmenU, p. 284. 

Londres, 1814.— The original will be • Ibid. p. 807. 
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It is of little or no use in moral discipline. In a degree it is 
even pernicious."^ 

As to our moral sentiments concerning the conduct and 
character of our fellow-creatures, Mr. Belsham is of opinion 
that the doctrine of Necessity conciliates good will to men, 
^ By teaching us to look up to God as the prime agent, and the 
proper cause of everything that happens, and to regard men as 
nothing more than instruments which he employs for accom- 
plishing his good pleasure, it tends to suppress all resentment, 
malice, and revenge ; while it induces us to regard our worst 
enemies with compassion rather than with hatred, and to return 
good for evil."* 

From these extracts it appears that Mr. Belsham is not only 
himself convinced of the truth of the doctrine of Necessity, con- 
sidered as a philosophical dogma, but that he conceives it 
would be for the advantage of the world, if all mankind were 
to become converts to his way of thinking. In this respect his 
system is certainly much more of a piece than that of Lord 
Kames, who, although he adopts zealously the doctrine of 
Necessity, and represents the argument in support of it as de- 
monstrative, yet candidly acknowledges that our natural feel- 
ings are adverse to that doctrine ; and even goes so far as to 
say, that without such a feeling the business of society could 
not be carried on. In this dilemma he attempts to reconcile 
the two opinions, by the supposition of a deceitful sense of 
Liberty. We are so formed as to believe that we are Free 
agents, when in truth we are mere machines, acting only so far 
as we are acted upon.^ 



* Elements, p. 406. 

« Ibid. p. 316. 

"The doctrine of Necessity," says 
likewise Dr. Hartley, ** has a tendency 
to abate all resentment against men. 
Since all they do against us is by the 
appointment of God, it is rebellion 
against him to be offended with them."* 

' [In these views of the practical 



tendency of the Necessitarian creed, 
there is a wonderful coincidence between 
the opinions of Hartley and Belsham, 
with those of the late French Necessi- 
tarians.] — The very same hypothesis is 
adopted by the Abbe Galiani, as the 
only satisfactory solution of the difiBcul- 
ties connected with this subject. " Vou- 
driez vous savoir," says he to one of his 



* iObstrvaUoni on Man, Part L Oondasion. 8to editions, YoL L p. 010. Prieetiej'i JbHdQ' 
wmU, p. 341] 
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Perhaps no opinion on the subject of Necessity was ever 
offered to the public which excited more general opposition 
than this hypothesis of a deceitful sense ; and yet, if the argu- 
ment for necessity be admitted, I do not see any other suppo- 
sition which can possibly reconcile the conclusions of our reason, 
with the feelings of which every man is conscious. Not that I 
would insinuate any apology for a doctrine, the absurdity of 
which is not only obvious but ludicrous, inasmuch as it in- 
Yolves the supposition, that the Deity intended that his crea- 
tures should believe themselves to be Free-agents ; and that, 
while the great mass of mankind were thus deceived to their 
own advantage, a few minds of a superior order had the meta- 
physical sagacity to detect the imposition. Nor is this all. If 
the doctrine of Necessity be just, it must one day or another 
become the universal and popular creed of mankind, as every 
doctrine which is true, and more especially every doctrine 
which is supported by demonstrative evidence, may be expected 
to become in the progress of human reason. What will then 
become of the great concerns of human life ? Will man, as he 
improves in knowledge, be unfitted for the ends of his being, 
and exhibit an inconsistency between his reasoning faculties 



correBpondentfl, Biadame de Tfipinay, 
" mon avis snr cette question ? La per- 
snasion de la Libert^ constitue Pessonce 
de I'homme. On ponrroit meme d^finir 
Phomme un animal qui m eroit Wtre, 
et ce seroit nne definition complete. II 
est absolament impossible k Phomme 
d'oablier nn seul instant, et de renoncer 
k la persuasion qn'il a d'etre libre. 
YuilH done un premier point : €tre per- 
suade d'etre libre est-il la meme chose 
qn'etre libre en effet ? Je r^ponds : ce 
n'est point la meme chose, mais elle 
produit absolument les memes efiets en 
morale. L'homme est done libre, puis- 
qu'il est intimement persuade de Tetre, 
et que cela vaut tout autant que la 
liberty. VoilH done le m^canisme de 
I'nnirers expliqu^ clair comme de I'eau 
d« roche 1 811 j avoit un nul etre libre 



dans l*nniyer8, 11 n'7 auroit plus de 
Dieu ; il n'y auroit plus de liaisons entre 
les ctres. I/univers sed^traqueroit; et 
si I'homme n'etoit pas essentiellement, 
intimement convaincu d'etre libre, le 
moral humain n'iroit plus comme il va. 
La conviction de la liberty suffit pour 
etablir nne conscience, un remords, une 
justice, des recompenses, et des peines. 
Elle suffit IL tout. Et voillL le monde 
expliqu6 en deux mots." — Correipond* 
once inidite de I'Abbe Galiani, Tome I. 
pp. 339, 340. A Paris, 1S18. 

I record this as a precious specimen 
of the flippant metaphysics of a once 
fashionable PhSoeophe and AbbS in the 
Salons of Paris. See a fively and amui- 
ing portrait of him in Marmontel'i M&' 
moin, YoL II. pp. 121-128. 
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and his active principles, contraTy to the invariable analogy of 
that systematical and harmonious design which is everywhere 
else so conspicuous in the works of nature ?^ 

Lord Karnes, who was a most sincere inquirer after tmih, 
abandoned, in the last [or third] e^tiono{ his Ussaya on Morti- 
lity and Natural Rdigiony the doctrine of a deceitful sense of 
Liberty ; and in so doing gave a rare example of candour and 
fairness as a reasoner. But I am very doubtful if the altera- 
tions which he made in his scheme did not impair the merits 
which in its original concoction it possessed in point of con- 
sistency. The first edition of this work appeared when the 
author was in the iull vigour of his faculties. The last when 
he was approaching to fourscore. 

[Even Bolingbroke, whose philosophy has been justly sus- 
pected of leaning towards Fatalism, does not deny that we 
have the evidence of consciousness in favour of our Free-agency. 
^' The Free-wiU of man which no one can deny that he has, 
without lying ^ or renouncing his intuitive knowledge."]* 



SECT. VI. — IS THE EVIDENCE OF CONSCIOUSNESS IN FAVOUR OP 
THE SCHEME OF FREE-WILL, OR OF THAT OF NECESSITY ?^ 

In what I have hitherto said upon the subject, I have pro- 
ceeded on the supposition, that the doctrine of Free-wiU is 

the evidence of consciousness : namely, 
whether all previous circumstances 
being the same, the choice of man be 
not also at all times the same.*' — Edin- 
burgh Beview, Vol. XXVII. p. 228. 

If the author of this observation had 
contented himself with saying that this 
question concerning the matter of faxt^ 
as ascertained by the evidence of con- 
sciousness, ought to have been consider- 
ed as the ovly point at issue between 
the contending parties, I should most 
readily have subscribed to his proposi- 
tion. Indeed, I have expressed myself 
very nearly to the same purpose in a 
former work. — {Philotophy of the JBiih 
man Mind^ Vol. II. pp. 74, 75, 3d edit) — 



^ This argument is very ably and 
forcibly stated in a small pamphlet by 
the late learned and ingenious Mr. Daw- 
son of Sedbergh, [entitled — The Doc- 
trine of Philosophical Necessity briefly 
invalidated.] 

' Bolingbroke, Philosophical WorkSj 
Vol. V. p. 406, [? Vol. V. 8vo, London, 
1777, p. 85. — Fragments or Minutes of 
Essays^ LXII. See above, p. 340.] 

■ It has been lately said by a very in- 
genious and acute writer,* that " in the 
controversy concerning Liberty and Ne- 
cessity, the only question at issue be- 
tween the disputants related to a matter 
offactt on which they both appealed to 



• [Sir James Mackintosh. 1819, in aOriadnn of Mr. Slewart'i Dissertation, Part L] 
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consistent with the common feelings and belief of mankind. 
That " all our actions do now, in experience, seem to us to be 
fi'ee, exactly in the same manner as they would do upon the 
supposition of our being really free agents," is remarked by 
Clarke in his reply to Collins : " And consequently," he adds, 
" though this alone does not amount to a strict demonstration 
of our being fi-ee, yet it leaves on the other side of the question 
nothing but a bare possibility of our being so framed by the 



[Stqffrat WorkSf Vol. III. p. 65, aeq.] But 
if it is to be understood as a historical 
statement of the manner in which the 
controversj has always or eren most 
frequently been carried on, I must beg 
leave to dissent from it Tery widely. 
How many arguments against the free- 
dom of the will have been in all ages 
drawn from the prescience of the Deity I 
How many still continue to be drawn 
by Tery eminent divines from the doc- 
trines of predestination and of eternal 
decrees! Has not Mr. Locke himself 
acknowledged the impression which the 
former of these considerations made on 
his mind ! '* I own," says he, " freely 
to you the weakness of my understand- 
ing, that though it be unquestionable 
that there is omnipotence and omni- 
science in Grod our Maker, and though 
I cannot have a dearer percej^on of 
amy thing than that I am free^ yet I 
cannot make freedom in man consistent 
with omnipotence and omniscience in 
God, though I am as fully persuaded of 
both as of any truth I most firmly as- 
sent to ,' and therefore I have long since 
given off the consideration of that ques- 
tion, resolving all into this short con- 
clusion, — thai if it bepoenbUfor Ood to 
make a free agents then man it free^ 
though I see not the way of it*** 

A still more recent exception to the 
general assertion, which has given oc- 
casion to this note, occurs in Lord 
Karnes's hypothesis of a deceitful eeme 
(tfUberty, as maintained in the first 

•[fdUtrio 



[and second] edition[s] of his Eesaye 
on Morality and Natural Religion, 
Here upon the faith of some subtile 
metaphysical reasonings the very inge- 
nious author adopts the scheme of 
necessity in direct opposition to the 
evidence which he candidly confesses 
that consciousness affords of our Fre&> 
agency. Even the latest advocates for 
Necessity, Priestley and Belsham, as 
well as their predecessor, Collins him- 
self, while they appealed (in the very 
words of the learned critic) to the evi- 
dence of consciousness in proof of the 
fact, that all previoua circumstances 
beiitg the same^ the choice of man is also 
at aU times the same^ yet thought it 
worth their while to strengthen this 
conclusion by calling to their aid the 
theological doctrines already mentioned. 
I cannot, therefore, see with what colour 
of plausibility it can be said that " this 
matter of hci has been the ordy question 
at issue between the disputants.** 

It may, however, be regarded as one 
great step gained in this controversy, if 
it may henceforth be assumed as a prin- 
ciple agreed on by both parties, that 
this is the ordy question which can be 
philosophically stated on the subject, 
and that all arguments drawn from the 
attributes of the Deity are entirely 
foreign to the discussion. I shall ac- 
cordingly devote this section to an exa- 
mination of the fact, agreeably to the 
representation of it gpven by our modem 
Necessitarians. 

M9tjpUIUg.1 
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Author of Nature, as to be unavoidably deceived in this matter 
by every experience and every action we perform. The case is 
exactly the same," continues Dr. Clarke, " as in that notable 
question, whether the world exists or not There is no demon- 
stration of it from experience. There always remains a hare 
possibility^ that the Supreme Being may have so framed my 
mind, as that I shall always necessarily be deceived in every 
one of my perceptions, as in a dream, though possibly there be 
no material world nor any other creature, whatsoever existing, 
besides myself. Of this I say there always remains a hare pos- 
sibility, and yet no man in his senses argues from thence, that 
experience is no proof to us of the existence of things.'^ In 
farther confirmation of this remark of Clarke's, let us attend to 
the inconsistency of the scheme of Necessity, with the feelings 
of which we are conscious, while under the influence of re- 
morse. The argument arising from this consideration is very 
forcibly stated by Cicero. " Si omnia fato fiunt, omnia fiunt 
causa antecedente : et, si appetitus ; iUa etiam qu89 appetitum 
sequuntur ; ergo etiam assensiones. At, si causa appetitus non 
est sita in nobis, ne ipse quidem appetitus est in nostra potes- 
tate. Quod si ita est, ne ilia quidem qu8d appetitu efficiuntur 
sunt sita in nobis. Non sunt igitur neque assensiones neque 
actiones in nostra potestate : ex quo efficitur, ut nee laudationes 
justee sint, nee vituperationes, nee honores, nee supplicia. Quod 
cum vitiosum sit, probabiliter concludi putant, non omnia fato 
fieri quajcunque fiant/'^ 



* [Bemarks vpon a Book intituled 
" A Philosophical Enquiry concerning 
Human Liberty ;^^ edit. Lond. 1717, 
pp. 19, 20. — Answer to the First Argu- 
ment.] 

* De Fato, Cap. xvii. 

The above quotation leads me to take 
notice of what I consider as a very 
remarkable and important distinction 
between the reasonings of the ancient 
and of the modern Necessitarians. 
Among the latter the argument com- 
monly begins with a scholastic discus- 
sion concerning the motives of our 



actions, and the inflnence of these mo- 
tives in determining the will ; an in- 
fluence which they assert to be precisely 
the same with that of any other cause 
in producing its effect. And it is from 
these premises that the inference is 
drawn in favour either of the scheme of 
Necessity or ofthat of Fatalism, accord- 
ing to the theological views of their 
respective abettors. By the ancient 
Necessitarians, on the other hand, the 
scheme of Fatalism, which was closely 
interwoven with the whole texture of 
Pagan mythology, was assomed as a 
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If the scheme of Necessity had never received another an- 
swer, this alone would have been a sufficient one, admitting 
only the propriety of introducing into the other sciences the 
same kind of indirect demonstration which is employed in 
mathematica In this case, our reasonings on the suppo- 
sition of necessity, lead to a conclusion directly contrary to 
the most irresistible of all evidence, that of (mr own con- 
Bcioumeaa. 

But this appeal to consciousness in proof of Free-agency pro- 
ceeds altogether (according to some late writers) on a partial 
and superficial view of the subject ; the evidence of conscious- 
ness^ when all circumstances are taken into the account and 
duly weighed, being decidedly in favour of the scheme of 
Necessity. 

Dr. Hartley was, I believe, one of the first (if not the first) 
who denied that our consciousness is in favour of our Free- 
agency. *' It is true," he observes, " that a man by internal 
feeling may prove his own Free-will, if by Free-will be meant 
the power of doing what a man wills or desires ; or of resisting 
the motives of sensuality, ambition, &c., that is. Free-will in 
the popular and practical sense. Every person may easily re- 
collect instances where he has done these several things, but 



first principle ; and it was from this 
principle they dedaced their proof that 
man mast he a necessary agent. Their 
process of reasoning, therefore, was pre- 
cisely the reverse of that of the modems, 
the former employing Fatalism to prove 
the necessary influence of motives.' — 
'* Ne Apollinem qoidem futnra posse 
dicere, nisi ea, qaorom cansas natnra 
ita contineret, at ea fieri necesse esset." 
(De Fato, Cap. xiy.) : while the latter 
m^s the necessary influence of mo- 
tiyes in proof of Fatalism. Accordingly, 
in the passage jost quoted from Cicero, 
the consequencea which the scheme of 
Fatalism inyolyes, and the repugnance 
of these consequences to the oniyersal 
sentiments of mankind, are represented 

VOL. VL 



as a demonstration, in the form of a rt- 
duetio ad abntrdum^ that this scheme 
cannot he true. This clear perceptioui 
howeveri of the inconsistency of Fa- 
talism with man's accountableness or 
moral agency, there is good reason to 
belieye, was confined to a yery few en- 
lightened inquirers, while Fatalism con- 
tinued to be the professed creed of the 
priesthood, and the real creed of the 
multitude. Cicero tells us expressly, 
that in his time it was an article of 
&ith among all the old women in Rome, 
" Aniculis fato fieri omnia videntur."— 
(De Nai. Deor. U. xy.) This remark, 
I am inclined to suspect, is equaUy ap- 
plicable to the old women (male and 
ftmale) of modem Europe. 

2b 
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these are entirely foreign to the present question. To prove 
that a man has Free-will in the sense opposite to mechanism, 
he ought to feel that he can do different things while the mo- 
tives remain precisely the same. And here, I apprehend, the 
internal feelings are entirely against Free-will, where the mo- 
tives are of a sufficient magnitude to be evident : where they 
are not, nothing can be proved."^ 

Mr. Belsham has enlarged still more fuUy on this subject 
" When men," says he, " who have been guilty of a crime review 
the action in calmer moments, when the strength of passion 
has subsided, and the contrary motives appear in all their force, 
and perhaps magnified by the evil consequences of their vice 
and folly, they are ready to think, that they might at the time 
have thought and acted as they now think and act : but this is 
a fallacious feeling, and arises from their not placing themselves 
in circumstances exactly similar."* We are elsewhere told by 
Mr. Belsham, that ^^ the popular opinion, that in many cases it 
was in the power of the agent to have chosen differently, the 
previous circumstances remaining exactly the same, arises either 
from a mistake of the question, from 2k forgetfahiesa of the mo- 
tives by which our choice was determined, or from the extreme 
difficulty of placing ourselves in imagination in circumstances 
exactly similar to those in which the election was made."* And 
still more explicitly and concisely in the following aphorism : — 
" The pretended consciousness of Free-will amounts to nothing 
more than forgetfulness of the motive/'* — To the same purpose 
Dr. Priestley has expressed himself: "A man, when he re- 
proaches himself for any particular action in his past conduct, 
may fancy that, if he was in the same situation again, he would 
have acted differently. But this is a mere deception ; and if 
he examines himself strictly , and takes in all circumstances, he 
may be satisfied that, with the sam/e inward disposition of 
mind, and with precisely the sam^e views of things that he 
had then, and exclusive of all others that he has acquired by 

* OhBervaiions on Man, Vol. I. p. • Elements, p. 279. 

607, [8vo editions ; Part I. Conclusion. • Ibid. p. 306. 

—Priestley's Abridgment, p. 335.] « Ibid. p. 278. 
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reflection eince^ he could not have acted otherwise than he 
diA"i 

If these statements be accurately examined, they will be found 
to resolve entirely into this identical proposition, that the tviU 
of the criminal, being supposed to remain in the same state as 
when the crime was committed, he could not have toilled and 
acted otherwise. This proposition, it is obvious, does not at all 
touch the cardinal point in question, which is simply this ; 
whether, all other circumstances remaining the same, the cri- 
minal had it not in his power to abstain from willing the com- 
mission of the crime. The vagueness of Priestley's language 
upon this occasion must not be overlooked ; the words inward 
diaposition of mind admitting of a variety of different mean- 
ings, and in this instance being plainly intended to include the 
act of the wiU, as well as everything else connected with the 
criminal action. 

In the above strictures on these two redoubtable logicians, 
I have been partly anticipated by the following very acute re- 
marks of Dr. Magee on the definitions of Volition and of Phi- 
losophical Libertyy prefixed to Mr. Belsham's discussion of 
the doctrines now under our consideration. 

" Volition," says Mr. Belsham, " is that state of mind which is 
immediately previous to actions which are called voluntary. . . 
Natural Liberty j or, as it is more properly called. Philosophical 
Liberty, or Liberty of Choice^ is the power of doing an action 
or its contrary, aU the previous circumstances remaining the 
same."* — " Now here," says Dr. Magee, " is the point of Free- 
will at once decided ; for Volition itself being included among 



^ lUuHrations qfPkHotophical Necu- 
nty, p. 99 ; [p. 88, ed. 1777.— Sect, vii.] 

The very same view of the subject 
haa been lately taken by the Comte de 
la Place, in his E$$ai JPhUotophique sur 
le» ProbabUitia. " L*axiome conna sons 
le nom de prindpe de la rtuson $uffi- 
$amU s*6tend anz actions m§me que Ton 
juge indifierentes. LayolontS la plus 
Hbre ne pent sans nn motif determinant 
lenr donner naissanoe, &o.— ropinion 



contraire est nne illusion de Tesprit qui 
perdant de vue les raisons iugitlFes du 
choix de la Tolont^ dans les choses in- 
difierentes, se persuade qu*elle s*est 
d^termin^ d'eUe-meme et sans motifs.*' 
— E98ai PhUo$qphiguet &c. p. 5 ; [p. 8, 
geeond edition, 1814. The Essay was 
afterwards greatly enlarged in a jy^ 
edition, 1825.] 

• [Elements, p. 227.] 
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the previous ctrcumstanceSy it is a manifest contradiction to 
suppose the ^ power of doing an action or its contrary, all the 
previous circumstances remaining the same ;' since that sup- 
poses the power to act voluntarily against a volition." After 
this Dr. Magee justly and pertinently adds, ^'Mr. Belsham 
might surely have spared himself the trouble of the ninely-two 
pages which follow."* 

But why have recourse, with Belsham and Priestley in this 
argument, to the indistinct and imperfect recollection of the 
criminal, at a subseqtcent period, with respect to the state of his 
feelings while he was perpetrating the crime ? Why not make 
a direct appeal to his consciousness at the very moment when 
he was doing the deed ? Will any person of candour deny, 
that, in the very act of transgressing an acknowledged duty, 
he is impressed with a conviction, as complete as that of his 
own existence, that his will is free ; and that he is abusing, 
contrary to the suggestions of reason and conscience, his Moral 
Liberty ? 

Sometimes, indeed, when we are under the influence of a 
violent appetite or passion, our judgment is apt to see things 
in a false light ; and hence a wise man learns to distrust his 
own opinion when he is thus circumstanced ; and to act, not 
according to his present judgment, but according to those 
general maxims of propriety of which his reason had pre- 
viously approved in his cooler hours.^ All this, however, 
evidently proceeds on the supposition of his Free-^ency ; and, 
60 far from implying any belief on his part of Fatalism or of 
Moral Necessity, evinces in a manner peculiarly striking and 
satisfactory, the power which he feels himself to possess, not 
only over the^re^ew^, but over \kiefidure determinations of his 
will. In some other instances, it happens that I believe Jnma 
fide an action to be right, at the moment I perform it, and 
afterwards discover that I judged improperly ; — ^perhaps, from 

* [Appendix, &c. — Works, Vol. II. the impulfle of PasBion, Cicero placet 

p. 62.] the Free-agency of Man ; and the idea 

^ [In this power of yielding to the is well worthy of a careful examination, 

suggestions of Reason in opposition to — T\mc. Disp. lib. IV. cap. vi.] 
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want of sufficient information, or from a careless and partial 
view of the subject In such a case I may undoubtedly regret 
as a misfortune what has happened. I may blame myself for 
my carelessness in not having acquired the proper information 
before I acted ; but I cannot consider myself as criminal in 
acting at that moment according to the views which I then 
entertained. On the contrary, if I had acted in opposition to 
these views, although my conduct might have been agreeable to 
the dictates of a more enlightened understanding than my own, 
yet with respect to myself the action would have been wrong. 

K the doctrine of Necessity were just, what possible founda- 
tion could there be for the distinction we always make be- 
tween an accidental hurt and an intended injury^ when 
received from another ; or for the different sentiments of regret 
and of remorse that we experience according as the mis- 
fortunes we suffer are the consequences of our own misconduct 
or not What an alleviation of our sufferings when we are 
satisfied that we cannot consider ourselves as the authors of 
them ; and what a cruel aggravation of our miseries, when we 
can trace them to something in which we have been obviously 
to blame I 

I shall only add further on this head, (and it is a considera- 
tion which deserves the serious attention of all those who are 
inclined to the scheme of Necessity, from an idea that it over- 
turns the doctrine of a future retribution^) that the connexion 
between the premises and the conclusion in this hypothesis is 
far from being so indisputable as they may imagine. On a 
superficial view of the subject, indeed, it may appear that the 
Deity cannot, in consistence with his justice^ punish us for 
what it was not in our power to prevent But it must be re- 
membered, that the same necessity which destroys moral evil 
on the part of man, subverts all the received notions concern- 
ing the moral attributes ofOod; and makes it quite nugatory 
to speak of what is to be expected either from his justice or 
goodness. This argument is stated with great force and ability 
in one of the chapters of Butler's Analogy ;* and although it 

• [Part I. chap. vi. ?] 
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was originally proposed with a very different view by that pro- 
found and excellent writer, I once heard it urged from the 
pulpit (with the authority of Bishop Butler's name) as a defence 
of the doctrines of Predestination and the Absolute Decrees 
I have nowhere, however, seen it proposed in a form so bold 
as in a historical article of the Edinburgh Encychpcedia^ from 
which I shall quote a few sentences in the author's own words. 
"While the king," (James IL of Great Britain,) " was involved 
in the deepest distress, in consequence of the desertion of his 
army, and the success of the Prince of Orange, he was doomed 
to suffer from the conduct of his daughter, the Princess Audc, 
(married to Prince George of Denmark,) a species of distress 
still more severe. If Heaven, in this world, ever inter- 
poses its avenging arm between guilt and happiness, may we 
not consider the loss of seventeen children as the penalty which 
it exacted from the mother, who had broken the heart of the 
most indulgent father ? and, as if this exaction had not been 
sufficiently severe, the infliction of the punishment pbbceded 
the commission of the crime."^ 

If crimes and their appropriate punishments be both tiie 
effects of the absolute decrees of God, it is certainly not more 
inconsistent with his justice that the punishment should pbecede 
the crime than follow after it. 



SECT. VII. — OF THE SCHEMES OF FREE-WILL, AND OF NEGE8SIT7 
CONSIDERED AS INFLUENOINa PRACTICE. 

Collins, in his Inquiry concerning Human Libertt/y after 
endeavouring to show that " liberty can only be grounded on 
the absurd principles of Epicurean atheism," observes, that 
" the Epicurean atheists, who were the most popular and most 
numerous sect of the atheists of antiquity, were the great 
assertors of Liberty ;^ as on the other side, the Stoics, who were 

* Article, Anne, Queen of Great « In proof of Collinfl'i assertion, that the 
Britain. ancient Epicareans were adTOcates for 
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the most popular and numerous sect among the religionaries of 
antiquity, were the great assertors of Fcute and Necessity. The 
case was also the same among the Jews as among the heathens.^ 
The Sadducees, who were esteemed an irreligious and atheistical 
sect, maintained the Liberty of man. But the Pharisees, who 
were a religious sect, ascribed all things to Fate or to God's ap- 



man*! Free-agency, a reference is made 

by him to the following lines of Lucretius. 

" Deniqaa^ li Minper motaa oonnecUtor omnii^ 
Et Tctore ezoritar fempw nomt ordliw otrto, 
Nm dadinando fttdant primordia mofeiu 
Prindpiam quoddam, quod Fati fo»d«n 

minpat^ 
Sz infioito ne eamam caua Mqaatar 
Libera p«r terras nude b»c animantflms 

extat» 

Unde ei( h«o (Inqnam) faHt avoita vchmUu, 

Per qoam progredimiir, qoo dodt qoernqoe 

Tolaptai,' he he 

Lib. n. Sffl. 

But it is to he observed that the liberty 
here ascribed to the will is nothing more 
than the liberty of tponkmeity^ which is 
conceded to it by Collins, and indeed by all 
Necessitarians, without exception, since 
the time of Hobbes. Lucretius, indeed, 
■peaks of this liberty as an exception to 
uniyersal fiitalism ; but he neyertheless 
considers it as a necessary effect of some 
cause, to which he giyes the name of 
iUnamen^ so as to render man as com- 
pletely a piece of passive mechanism as 
he was supposed to be by Collins and 
Hobbes. The reason, too, which he 
gives for this is, that, if the case were 
otherwise, there would he an effect 
without a cttuae. 

"Qmn in Mminibns qooqne idam fttteaie 
neoeiM'it. 



allam pnBfear plagaa e( ponderaeatiMm« 
Motibaa, unde b»c ei( nobia ixmata poteetas ; 
Jk nthilo quankmJUri fM patM vtdamu. 
Pondoi «nim pcobibet, ne plagia oomia ilaat 
Bztema quasi ti : aed ne mens ^Maneoeamm 
Intaatinom habeat eonctia in raboa agendia ; 
Bt derioto quad oogatur farre, patfqoe; 
Id Ikdt exiguom eiinamm prindpionim 
Nee ngioiu lod cerU, nac tempore oerto." 

niid.184. 



JFatU avcisa voluntae, — On this ex- 
pression of Lucretius the following 
acute remarks are made by the French 
translator, (M. de la Grange.) They 
are not improbably from the pen of the 
Baron d'Holbach, who is said to have 
contributed many notes to this edition. 
(Diet. Hittorique, Art Oranffe.) Who- 
ever the author was, he was evidently 
strongly struck with the inconsistency 
of this particular tenet with the general 
principles of the Epicurean philosophy. 

" On est surpris qu*Epicure fonde la 
liberty humaine sur la d^clinaison des 
atomes. On demande si cette d^linai- 
son est n^cessaire, ou si elle est simple- 
mentaccidentelle. N^cessaire, comment 
la liberty peut-elle en 8tre le r^sultat ? 
AccidenteUe, par quo! est^Ue d^r- 
min6e? Mais on devroit bien plutdt 
en Itre surpris, qu'il lui soit venu en 
idle de rendre lliomme libre dans un 
systdme qui suppose un enchaSne- 
ment n^essaire de causes et d'effets. 
C'ltoit une recherohe curieuse, que la 
raison qui a pu faire d*Epicure I'apdtre 
de la liberty.'' For the theory which 
follows on this point I must refer to the 
work in question. — See Traduction 
NouveUe de Lucrhce, avec dee Noiee 
par M. de la Orange, Vol. L pp. 21S- 
220. A Paris, 1768. 

^ With respect to the opinions of the 
Sadducees and the Pharisees on man*B 
Free-agency, see the notes on Mosheim*s 
translation of Cudworth's hiUUectual 
Syetem, Vol. I. pp. 9, 10, [folio edition ; 
p. 9, quarto edition.] 
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pointment ; and it was the first article of their creed, that FcUe 
and Ood do aU; and consequently, they could not assert a true 
Liberty y^ when they asserted a liberty together with this fieitalitj 
and necessity of all things."* 

To the same purpose Edwards attempts to show, (and it is 
one of the weakest parts of his book,) that the scheme of Free- 
will (by affording an exception to that dictate of conmion sense 
which leads us to refer every event to a cause) would destroy 
the 'proof a posteriori for the being of God. One thing is cer- 
tain, that the two schemes of Atheism and of Necessity have 
been hitherto always connected together in the history of modem 
philosophy : not that I would, by any means, be understood to 
say, that every Necessitarian must ipso facto be an Atheist, or 
even that any presmnption is afforded, by a man's attachment 
to the former sect, of his having the slightest bias in favour of 
the latter, but only that every modem Atheist I have ever heard 
of has been a Necessitarian. I cannot help adding, that by fisu* 
the ablest Necessitarians who have yet appeared, have been 
those who followed out their principles till they ended in 



^ In this passage Collins plainly pro- 
ceeds on the supposition, that all Fatal- 
ists are of course Necessitarians, (Collins 
states this afterwards more strongly in 
what he says of the Pharisees, see pp. 
54, 55,) and I agree with him in think- 
ing, that this would be the case if they 
reasoned consequentially. It is certain, 
however, that a great proportion of those 
who have belonged to the first sect have 
disclaimed all connexion with the second. 
The Stoics themselves furnish one very 
remarkable instance. I do not know 
any author by whom the liberty of the 
will is stated in stronger and more ex- 
plicit terms than it is by Epictetus, in 
the first sentence of the Enchiridion. 
Indeed, the Stoics seem, with their 
usual passion for exaggeration, to have 
carried their ideas about the freedom 
of the will to an unphilosophical ex- 
treme. 

[If the belief of man's Free-agency has 



thus maintained its gronnd among pro- 
fessed Fatalists, it need not appear sur- 
prising that it should have withstood 
the strong arguments against it, which 
the doctrine of the eternal decrees of 
God, and even that of the Divine pre- 
science^ appear, at first sight, to furnish. 
Accordingly, St Augustine (distin- 
guished in Ecclesiastical History by the 
title of the Doctor of Grace) has asserted 
the liberty of the will in terms as expli- 
cit as those in which he has announced 
the theological maxims with which it is 
most difficult to reconcile it. "Quo- 
circa,'' &c.] [Then follows the passage 
from the De Civitate Dei, Lib. V. c. x., 
which is given in the original, $upra. 
Works, Vol. I. p. 575 ; and in a trans- 
lation, infra, at the conclusion of this 
Appendix, — Ed^ 

^ Pp. 54, 55.— See the authorities re- 
ferred to by CoUins ; see also the sequel 
of the above passage. [In Alignment iL] 
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Sptncmism; a doctrine which differs from Atheism more in words 
than in reality. 

It has been objected by a most respectable writer, (the late 
pious and learned Sir H. Moncreiff, a great admirer both of 
Edwards's character and talents,) to those who, '^ without at- 
tempting to discuss Edwards's argument, set it down as nothing 
more than an intricate puzzle or quibble ;" that, ^' if this argu- 
ment be what they represent it, there must be some way to un- 
ravel the puzzle, although they have not the skill, or will not 
take the trouble to discover it"^ 

To this proposition I object — Is^, Because I can see little or 
nothing in the argument of Edwards which has not been already 
completely answered by Clarke or by Reid. 2d, Because the 
consequences to which it leads (although, to the satisfaction of 
a few speculative men, they may perhaps be evaded by means 
of subtle refinements and distinctions) are so directly contrary 
to the common feelings and judgments of mankind, as to autho- 
rize any person of plain understanding boldly to cut asunder 
the knot which he was unable to unloose. In looking over the 
article Sophisms in our elementary books of Logic, I find many 
(such as the Achilles and Tortoise, the Liar, the Bald, the 
Sorites or Acervus, and various others) to which I should be 
much more at a loss to give a satisfactory reply than to any- 
thing alleged by Collins or Edwards ; and yet I should think 
it a most unwise employment of my time, to waste an hour in 
the refutation of any of them. Nor would I feel much morti- 
fication if I should be accused of a want of candour for neither 
consenting to admit the conclusion, nor to undertake the irk- 
some task of combating the premises. Of the truths disputed 
in these sophisms, there is not one, in my opinion, more certain 
than that of man's Free-agency ; a fact of which our conscious- 
ness is so complete, that we cannot even form a conception of 
a more perfect fre^om of choice than we actually possess. On 
this point it has been justly and acutely remarked by M. Necker, 
that '^ when we reflect upon our faculties, we can with ease ima- 
gine a superior degree of intelligence, of knowledge, of memory, 

* Life of the Remrend Dr, John Er$km$. 
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of foresight, and of every other property of our understanding ; 
Liberty is the only part of ourselves to which imagination can- 
not add anything."^ 

In Bemier's Abridgment of the Philosophy of Gassendij 
there are some very judicious observations on the practical 
tendency of the scheme of Necessity ; a subject on which his 
opinion is entitled to great weight, not only from his long 
residence among the followers of Mahomet, but from those 
prepossessions in favour of this scheme, which he may be pre- 
sumed to have imbibed from his education under QassendL I 
shall quote a few of his concluding reflection& 

^^ De tout ceci jugez si j'ai sujet de croire cette doctrine si 
pernicieuse & la soci^t^ humaine. Oertainement d, consider 
que ce sont principalement les Mahum^tans qui s'en trouvent 
infects, et que c'est principalement encore panni elles pr^nte- 
ment qu'elle est foment^e et entretenue, je douterois presque 
que ce fut Tinvention de quelques ims de ces tyrans d'Asie, 
comme auroit peut-Stre un Mahomet, un Tamerlane, tm Baja- 
zet, ou quelqu'un de ces autres fl&ux du monde qui pour 
assouvir leur ambition demandoit des soldats qui ^tant entSt^s 
de predestination, s'abandonnassent brutalement a tout^ et se 
prdcipitassent meme volontiers, aux occasions, la tete la premiere 
dans le fosse d'une ville a^si^gee pour servir du pont au reste 
de 1 arm^e. 

" Je S9ai8 bien qu'on pourroit peut-etre dire que cette opinion 
est mal prise et mal entendue par les Mahum^tans ; mais quoi 
qu'il en soit, que doit on raisonablement penser d'une doctrine 
qui pent si ais^ment Stre mal-prise, et qui pent, soit par erreur 
ou autrement, avoir si etranges suites ?"^ 



* [Cicero observes, that Chrysippus, 
the chief author of the Sophisms here 
alluded to, was himself unable to resolve 
them ; {Acad. Quasst. Lib. IV. capp. 
zxviii. xxix.) And Aristotle acknow- 
ledges that some of them are almost in- 
explicable. {Ethica ad Nicom. Lib. VII. 
cap. ii.)] — On the subject of such soph- 
isms as the Achilles and the Tortoise, 



many books, we are told, were written, 
and various individuals are mentioned 
who fell into fatal diseases, or died of 
grief, in consequence of their fhiitleas 
endeavours to clear up the mystery.— 
See Bayle's Dictionary, Art. EvcUd of 
Megara. 

« See Tome Vm. p. 636, [first edi- 
tion.] 
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The scheme of Free-will is not liable to any sach objection, 
inasmuch as it seems quite impossible for the most ingenious 
sophistry to pervert it to any pernicious purpose. Indeed, its 
great object is to reconcile with the conclusions of our reason, 
those moral feelings which are so essential both to our own 
happiness and to the interests of society, that they have been 
regarded by some of the most acute as well as candid partisans 
of Necessity, as merciful illusions of the imagination, by which 
man is blinded to the melancholy fact of his real condition : 
^^Nervis alienis mobile lignum /" 

There is good reason to believe, that the practical conse- 
quences produced by the scheme of Necessity at the time of the 
Beformation alarmed the minds of some very able men by whom 
it was at first adopted. " The Germans," says Dr. Burnet, " saw 
the ill effects of the doctrine of the Decrees. Luther changed 
his mind about it, and Melanchthon wrote openly against it ; 
and since that time the whole stream of the Lutheran churches 
has run the other way. But still Calvin and Bucer were both 
for maintaining the doctrine ; only they warned the people not 
to think much about them, since they were secrets that men 
could not penetrate into. Hooper and many other good writers 
did often exhort the people from entering into these curiosities ; 
and a caveat to the same purpose was put into the article about 
Predestination."^ 

" Concerning the disputants themselves," says Dr. Jortin, 
^ we may safely aflGbrm, that the defenders of the Liberty of man, 
and of the conditional decrees of God, have been, beyond aU 
comparison, the more learned, judicious, and moderaie m/en ; 
and that severity and oppression have appeared most on the 
other sida"* 

Priestley has somewhere very justly remarked, that there are 
some men so happily bom, that no speculative theories are 
likely to mislead them from their duty ; and of the truth of 
his observation, I sincerely believe that his own private life 
afforded a very striking example. Little stress, therefore, is to 

^ Burnet, On the BefomuUion, Part 11. p. 118. 
' Jortin'a DUserUUiatu, p. 6. 
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be laid on individual cases as arguments for or against the 
practical tendency of any philosophical dogma. The case, how- 
ever, is very different with respect to observations made on so 
great a scale as those above quoted from Bemier and Burnet^ 
[Here follows in the MS. the extract from Gray's Letters, 
which will be found in Note D. of this volume. — Ed.] 

SECT. VIII.— ON THE ARGUMENT FOR NECESSITY DRAWN FBOX THE 

PRESCIENCE OF THE DEITT. 

In reviewing the arguments that have been advanced on the 
opposite sides of this question, I have hitherto taken no notice 
of those which the Necessitarians have founded on the Presci- 
ence of the Deity y because I do not think them fairly applicable 
to the subject ; inasmuch as they draw an inference from what 
is altogether placed beyond the reach of our facvUies, against a 
fact for which every man has the evidence of his oton con- 
sciousness. Some of the advocates, however, for liberty, have 
ventured to meet their adversaries even on this ground ; in par- 
ticular. Dr. Clarke in his Demonstration of the Being and 
Attributes of God,* and Dr. Eeid in his Essays on the Active 
Powers of Man.f Both of these writers have attempted to 
show, with much ingenuity and subtilty of reasoning, that, 
even although we should admit the prescience of God in the 
fullest extent in which it has ever been ascribed to Him, it 
does not lead to any conclusion inconsistent with man's Free- 



^ The practical influence of the scheme 
of Necessity ought not to be judged of 
from the lives of its speculative parti- 
sans, but from those of persons who 
have been educated from their early 
years in the belief of it. [Priestley 
family, — ^Pierpoint Edwards, Judge of 
Connecticut, son of Jonathan Edwards, 
— and Col. Burr, Dr. Edwards's grand- 
eon. — (Dr. Currie — Mr. Gallandet.) 
Are these last jottings of the names 
of Mr. Stewart's two informants ? — 
£d,] In this point of view it might 



be interesting to trace the history of 
the immediate descendants of some of 
the most zealous advocates for Necessity. 
If the principles which they have ad- 
vanced be just, particularly those they 
have laid down on the influence of edu- 
cation, the moral characters of their 
pupils should, or rather must be, exem- 
pkuy in no common degree. 

* [Props, ix. X.] 

t [Essay IV. chap. x. — Wbrks^ pp. 
629-632.] 
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agency. On their speculations on this point I have no com- 
mentary to offer. 

The argument for Necessity, drawn from the Divine Pre- 
science, is much insisted on both by Collins'*' and Edwards ;t 
more especially by the latter, who, after insisting at great 
length on "Gtod's certain foreknowledge of the volitions of 
moral agents,^ undertakes to show, that ^' this foreknowledge 
infers a Necessity of Volition as much as an absolute decree.^]! 

Mr. Belsham, on this as on other occasions, rises above his 
predecessors in the boldness of his assertions. '^ The principal 
argument in favour of moral necessity, and the insurmountable 
objection against the existence of philosophical liberty in any 
degree, or under any restrictions whatever, arises from the pre- 
science of Gknl. Liberty and prescience stand in direct hostility 
to each other. A philosopher to be consistent, must give up 
one or the other."^ — " Upon the whole, the advocates for philo- 
sophical liberty are reduced to the dilemma either of denying 
the foreknowledge of God, and thus robbing the Deity of one 
of his most glorious attributes^ or of admitting that God is the 
author of evil, in the same sense, and in the same degrees in 
which this doctrine is charged upon the Necessitarians."^ 

On this argument, I shaU make but one remark, that, if it be 
conclusive, it only serves to identify still more the creed of the 
Necessitarians with that of the Spinozites. For if God cer- 
tainly foresees all the future volitions of his creatures, he must, 
for the same reason, foresee all his oum future volitions ; and if 
this foreknowledge infers a necessity of volition in the one 
case, how is it possible to avoid the same inference in the 
other? 

Mr. Belsham seems to have been not unaware of this infer- 
ence ; but shows no disposition on account of it to shrink from 
his principles '^ It is always to be remembered that the pre- 
science of an agent necessarily includes predestination, though 
that of a spectator may not It is nonsense to say that a 

* [PhUoiopkioal Inqyify, &c., Argu- i [Sect. xii. corol. 1.] 

ment iv.] > EUmenU, p. 802. 

t {Inquiry, Part H. Secti. xL xii.] « Ibid. p. 898. 
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Being does not mean to bring an event to pass which he fore- 
sees to be the certain and inevitable consequence of hiB own 
previous voluntary actioa"^ 

I have already mentioned the attempt of Clarke and others 
to show that no valid argument against the scheme of Free- 
will can be deduced from the Prescience of God, even snpposmg 
thcU prescience to extend to all the actions of voluntary beings. 
On this point I must decline offering any opinion of my own, 
because I conceive it as placed far beyond the reach of our hr 
culties. It is sufficient for my purpose to observe, that, if it 
could be demonstrated, (which, in my opinion, has not yet been 
done,) that the prescience of the volitions of moral agents is 
incompatible with the Free-agency of man, the logical inference 
would be, not in favour of the scheme of Necessity, but that 
there are some events, the foreknowledge of which imjdiea <m 
impossibility. Shall we venture to affirm that it exceeds the 
power of God to permit such a train of contingent events to 
take place, as his own foreknowledge shall not extend to ? 
Does not such a proposition detract from the omnipotence of 
God, in the same proportion in which it aims to exalt his 
omniscience ? 

It is a circumstance not a little curious in the history of the 
human mind, that, while men have been in all ages impressed 
with this irresistible conviction of their own Free-agency, they 
have nevertheless had a proneness not only to admit the pre- 
science of God in its fullest extent, but to suppose that there is 
a fatal and irresistible destiny attending every individual. 
Traces of this opinion occur in every country of the world of 
which we have received any account. We meet with it among 
the sages of Greece, and among the ignorant and unenlightened 
natives of St. Kilda. The following Arabian tale, which I 
quote from the late Mr. Harris, will place the import of the 
doctrine I now allude to in a more striking Ught than I could 
possibly do by any philosophical comment. 

" The Arabians tell us," says this author, " that as Solomon 
(whom they supposed a magician from his superior wisdom) 

» Elements, p. 307. 
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was one day walking with a person in Palestine, his companion 
said to him with horror, whcU hideous spectre is thcU which 
approaches usf I don't like his visage. Send mCy I pray Uiee^ 
to the remotest mountain of India. Solomon complied, and 
the very moment he was sent off the spectre arrived, Bohmon^ 
(said he,) how came thxU fellow here f I teas to have fetched 
him from the remotest mountain of India. Solomon answered, 
Angel of death, tJiou toiU find him there."^ 

The general prevalence of Fatalism among unenlightened 
nations is the obvious effect of the insidious lessons inculcated 
by their religious instructors. The chief expedient employed 
by the priesthood in all rude countries for subjecting the minds 
of the people, is to impress them with a belief that it is pos- 
sible by the study of auguries, of omens, or of judicial astrology, 
to gratify that misguided curiosity which disposes blind mortals 
anxiously to tear asunder the merciful veil dmwn by Pro- 
vidence over futurity. " Wherever superstition," says Dr. 
Robertson, '^ is so established as to form a regular system, this 
desire of penetrating into the secrets of futurity is connected 
with it Divination becomes a religious act ; and priests, as 
the ministers of Heaven, pretend to deliver its oracles to man. 
They are the only soothsayers, augurs, and magicians, who 



1 [Harria'B Work$, 4to edit. Vol 11. 
p. 477. — FhUoloffieal Inquiries^ Part 
III. chiip. yii. Mr. HarriB mentions 
that this tale was told him bj Dr. Gre- 
gory 8harpe, Master of the Temple, 
well known for his learning in Oriental 
literature. — Ed.] — The following re- 
mark of M. Ancillon [of Berlin, the son] 
upon the difference between the Maho- 
metan doctrine of destiny, and that 
which prevailed upon the same subject 
among the Ancient Greeks, appears to 
me just and important. " D y a une 
grande difference entre le destin des 
orientanx, snrtout depuis que Mahomet 
a fait, d*une doctrine g6n6ralement r4- 
pandue avant lui, un article de foi, et le 

destin do polyth6isme Grec Le 

Grec lutte contre le destin, et tout en 



snccombant sons sa force} il fait preuTe 
de liberty : le Mahometan se r^igne en 
aveugle avant T^v^nement ; lore mSme 
qn'il agit, il agit en homme h qui Paction 
ne servira de rien. Le premier murmure 
contre ce pouvoir, et le snpporte avec 
impatience ; le second s*en ielicite parce 
qu*il dispense de Pactivite. Les Grecs 
pla9oient la force aveugle dans le destin ; 
et la pens^ qui lui r^siste, et qui le com- 
bat, dans lliomme *, chez les Mahum^tans 
la force aveugle est dans I'homme; 
cette force n'est qu'une force passive, 
et la pens^ est dans le destin.*' — Esioii 
PhihiophiqueSf [ou Nouveaux M&angeM 
de LUiercUure et de PhUosophie ;—8xiT 
le Suicide] par Fr6deric Ancillon, Tom. 
L pp. 160, 151. Paris, 1817. 
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possess the sacred and important art of disclosing what is hid 
from other eyes/'^ 

Between this creed and that of an inevitable fate or desdnj, 
the connexion is necessary and obvious ; and hence in ereij 
false religion the scheme of Fatalism may be expected to form 
not only an essential^ but ihe furidamental article. The incoo- 
siderable influence which this theological dogma (a dogma, 
too, peculiarly calculated to affect and even to overwhehn the 
imagination) has always had in stifling the sentiment of re- 
morse on the commission of a crime, affords a demonstratife 
proof of the impotence of such scholastic refinements when 
opposed to the feelings of nature, on a question concerning 
which these feelings form the only tribunal to which a legiti- 
mate appeal can be made. That a criminal, in order to alle- 
viate the pang of remorse, may have sometimes sought for 
relief in this doctrine is far from being improbable ; but no man 
ever acted on this belief in the common concerns of human 
life ; and, indeed, some of its most zealous partisans ha?e 
acknowledged, (particularly Lord Kames,) that, were it to pre- 
vail universally as a practical principle, the business of tiie 
world could not possibly go on * 

In the ancient Stoical system (as I have already observed) 
the doctrine of Fatalism, and that of man's Free-agency, were 
both admitted as fundamental articles of belief. " By Fate," 
says Mrs. Carter,t " the Stoics seem to have understood a series 
of events appointed by the immutable counsels of Grod, or 
that law of his providence by which he governs the world. 
It is evident by their writings that they meant it in no sense 
which interferes with the liberty of human actions." Of the 
truth of this remark the most satisfactory evidence is afforded 
by the very first sentence of the Enchiridion of Epictetus, in 
which it is explicitly stated, " That opinion, pursuit, desire, 
and aversion, and, in one word, whatever are our own actions, 
are in our own power" [€<f> rjfuv,] ^ 

* History of America, Book IV. f [In her Bpictetus.] 

* [In the two earlier editions of his " That the doctrine of Fatalism, how- 
EsBaya on the Principles of Morality ever, led some of the Stoics to very 
and Natural Religion. — Essay III.] impious and alarming conseqiienoefl, 
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Such, too, is the philosophy of Virgil : 

" Stat sna cnique dies, breve et irreparabile tempua 
Omniboa est Tits ; Bed famam eztendere factii 
Hoc virtntis opua/' ^ 

The doctrine, however, of Fatalism, and of an inevitable 
destiny, must not be confomided with that of the Divine 
Prescience^ between which and the Freedom of human actions 
some of our profoundest philosophers, as I have already ob- 
served, (particularly Clarke and Eeid,) have laboured to show 
that there is no inconsistency,* while other writers of no less 
eminence have apprehended that there is no absurdity in sup- 
posing that the Deity may, for wise purposes, have chosen to 
open a source of contingency in the voluntary actions of his 
creatures, to which no prescience can possibly extend. 

Whatever opinion we may adopt on this point, the conclu- 
sions formerly stated concerning man's Free-agency remain 
unshaken. Our own Free-will we know by our consciousness ; 
and we can have no evidence for any other truth so irresistible 
as this. On the other hand, it would unquestionably be rash 
and impious in us, from the fact of our own Free-will, to deny 
that our actions may be foreseen by the Deity, or to measure 
the Divine attributes by a standard borrowed from our imper- 
fect faculties. The conclusion of St Augustine on this sub- 
ject is equally pious and philosophical. "Wherefore we are 
nowise reduced to the necessity, either by admitting the Pre- 
science of God, to deny the Freedom of the human will, or by 
admitting the Freedom of the will, to hazard the impious asser- 



appeara from the following words which 
Lucan puts into the mouth of Cato. 

" Bammnm Bmto nefta dTflia bdU Iktemnr, 
Bed qao iSOa trahunt, Tiitos noura saqnetur. 
OHmtn erit iuptrit, et wt4/bei*K nocenUm." 

Phart. U. 204. 

8ee also the Seyenth Book of the 

PharsaUa^ line 657 Coplestone, iVflp- 

lectione$ AcademiccBt P> 277. 

• The notions of Virgil, however, on 
tliis point, as is well obsenred bj Serviua, 

VOL. VI. 



do not seem to have been quite con- 
sistent. How are the following lines 
which he applies to Dido to be reconciled 
with the above passage ? 

" Nam quia neo teto, merlti nee morte pvfbat ; 
Bed misen ante diem."— iBn. Iv. 095. 

« So also Milton, [P. L. iii. 117.] 

*' If I foreknew, 
Forduiowledge bad no inflneoee on tbeir flwll^ 
Wblch bad BO leM proved eertafai i 

20 
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tion, that the Prescience of Gkxl does not extend to all future 
contingencies : But, on the contrary, we are disposed to embrace 
both doctrines, and with sincerity to bear testimony to their 
truth, — ^the one that our faith may he sound ; the other that our 
Uvea may be good."* [See above, p. 392, Note 1.] 

[Nor should the observation, in connexion with St. Austin, 
be omitted, — ^that the Scottish Church asserts with equal em- 
phasis, the doctrine of the Absolute Decrees of God, and the 
doctrine of the Moral Liberty of Man. The theory of Jonathan 
"Edwards, touching the Bondage of the Will, is, on the Cal- 
vinistic standard of the Westminster Confession, not only 
heterodox but heretical ; and yet, we have seen the scheme of 
Absolute Necessity urged, by imposing authority, and even 
apparently received with general acquiescence, as that exclu- 
sively conformable to the recognised tenets of our Ecclesiastical 
Establishment! But Mr. Stewart did not, like so many 
northern divines, imagine that the opinion of Human Liberty 
which he so zealously advocated as the necessary basis of 
religion and morality, was not, equally, the one philosophically 
true, and the one theologically orthodox. See Dissertation^ ni 
supra, p. 575. — Ed."] 

* [Here follow in the MS., as a por- found as finally modified by Mr. Stewart, 
tion of the text, the observations upon in the second part of Note D, or its oor^ 
Locke, which, with additions, will be relatives.] 
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NoTB A, (Book I. p. 146.)^ On PottkmnouM Fame and Immortality, 

Trbsb is a remarkable coincidenoe between this paaaage of WoIIatton and the 
foUowing one from Montaigne's E$say$, 

** Let OS pry a little narrowly into, and in GK>d's name examine npon what baib 
we erect this glory and reputation, for which the world is turned topsy-tnrry. 
Wherein do we place this renown that we hunt after with so much trouble ? It if 
in conclusion Peter or William that carries it, takes it into his possession, and 
whom it only concerns. Oh, what a courageous faculty is hope, that in a mortal 
subject, and in a moment, proceeds to usurp infinity and immensity, and to supply 
her master's indigence, at her pleasure, with all things he can imagine or desire ! 
Nature has giyen us this passion for a pretty toy to play withal. And this Peter 
or William, what is it but a sound when all is said and done ? or three or four 
strokes of a pen, so easy to be varied in the first place, that I would fidn know to 
whom is to be attributed the glory of so many Tictories, to Gnesquin, to Glesquin, 
or to Guasquin ? . . . The question is, which of these letters ought to be re- 
warded for so many sieges, battles, imprisonments, and services done to the crown 
of France by this her famous constable ? 

" Secondly, these are dashes of the pen common to a thousand people. How 
many persons are there in all races of the same name and surname 1 . . . Who 
hinders my groom fi^m calling himself Pompey the Great ? But, after all, what 
virtue or what springs are there that fixed upon my deceased groom, or the other 
Pompey who had his head cut off in Egypt, this glorious renown, or these so much 
honoured flourishes of the pen, so as to be of any advantage to them ?" 

" Id cinerem, et manes credis curare sepultos ?"' 

Fontenelle, in his Dialogues of the Dead^ (see Dialogue between Berenice and 
Cosmo n. of Medicis,) has taken up the same argument. " Les hommes sent 
plaisans ; ils ne peuvent se derober Ik la mort, et ils tachent ^ lui d^rober deux oa 
trois syUabes qui leur appartiennent Yoili une belle chicane qu*ils s*avisent de 
lui faire. Ne vaudroit-il pas mieux quHls consentissent de bonne grace ^ mourir, 

^ Cotton's TrannlatloxL [In th« original, Utto I. chap. zItL] 



406 NOTES AND XLLUSTBATIONB TO BOOK F1B8T. 

enx et lean noma ? . . . Dn moins, ce qui pent manqner & no0 nomsy c*Mi one 
mort, pour ainsi dire grammaticale ; quelqnes changemens de lettres lo« mettent 
en 6tat de ne ponyoir plus servir qn'ft donner de rembamB aoz a^aTans,*' 
&c. &o. 

A thonght snbstantiaDy the same with that of WoDaaton ocean io CowIej*f Od» 
eutitled lAft and Fcms. 

" Great Ciesar'B self a higher place does claim 
In the seraphic entity of feme. 

He, since that toy his death. 

Does fin each mouth and breath. 
*Tis trne, the two immortal syllables nmain ; 
Bat oh, ye learned men, explain, 

What essence — substance— what hypostasis 

In five poor letten is ? 
In those alone does the great Cttsar live. 
Tis all the conquer'd world could give." 

Notwithstanding the merit of these lines, I should hardly have thonght it worth 
while to quote them, if Dr. Hurd (a critic of no common ingenuity as well as learn- 
ing) had not shown, by his comment upon them, how completely he had misapprs- 
hended the reasoning both of the poet and of the philosopher. 

" This lively ridicule," says Hard, " on posthumous fiEtme, is well enough placed 
in a poem or declamation ; but we are a little surprised to find so grave a writer as 
Wollaston diverting himself with it. In reality," says he, " the man is not known 
ever the more to posterity, because his name is transmitted to them. He^ does not 
live, because his name does. When it is said, ' Julius Caesar subdued Gaol,' &&, 
&c., the sophiBtry is apparent. Put Cato in the place of Caesar, and then see 
whether that great man do not live in his name tuhitanHaUy^ that is, to good pur- 
pose, if the impression which these two immortal ayUables make on the mind be of 
use in exciting posterity, or any one man to the love and imitation of Cato*8 vir- 
tue."— Kurd's Cowley, Vol. I. p. 179. 

In this remark Hurd plainly proceeds on the supposition, that WoUaston's 
sophistry is directed against the utility of the love of posthumous glory, whereas 
the only point in dispute relates to the origin of this principle, which WoUastoa 
seems to have thought, if it could not be resolved into the rational motive of self- 
love, must be the illegitimate and contemptible ofifspring of our own stupidity and 
folly. 

How very dififerent must Cowley's feelings have been when he wrote the meta- 
physical ode referred to by Hurd, from those which inspired that fine burst of 
juvenile emotion which forms the exordium to his Poetical Works ! 

" What shall I do to be for ever known. 

And make the age to come my own ? 

I shall, Kke beasts or common people, die, 

Unless you write my elegy. 

• • • • • 
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What Bound is't strikes mine ear? 
Sore I fame's trumpet hear. 
It sounds like the last trumpet, for it can 
Raise up the buried man.** 

NoTB B, (Book I. p. 155.)— 1^3Bfti« and Arria, 

Although no English Tersion can possibly do justice to the conciseness and 
spirit of Pliny's own language, I shall, for the sake of my unlearned readers, quote 
the anecdote referred to in the text, in the admirable translation of Mr. Mehnoth. 

" I have frequently obserred, that amongst the noble actions and remarkable 
sayings of distinguished persons, in either sex, those which haye been most cele- 
brated have not always been the most illustrious ; and I am confirmed in this 
opinion by a conversation I had yesterday with Fannia. This lady is gptmd- 
daughter to that celebrated Arria, who animated her hasband to meet death by her 
own glorious example. She informed me of several particulars relating to Arria, 
not less heroical than this famous action of hers, though less taken notice of, which, 
I am persuaded, will raise your admiration as much as they did mine. Her hus- 
band, Cncinna Paotus, and his son, were both at the same time attacked with a 
dangerous illness, of which the son died. This youth, who had a most beautiful 
person and amiable behaviour, was not less endeared to his parents by his virtues 
than by the ties of affection. His mother managed his funeral so privately, that 
PsBtus did not know of his death. Whenever she came to his bed-chamber, she 
pretended her son was better ; and as often as he inquired after his health, would 
answer that he had rested toeU^ or, had eaten wUh an appetite. When she found she 
oould no longer restrain her grief, but her tears were gushing out, she would leave 
the room, and having given vent to her passion, return again with dry eyes, as if she 
had dismissed every sentiment of sorrow at her entrance. — That other action of hers 
was no doubt truly noble, when, drawing the dagger, she plunged it in her breast, 
and then presented it to her husband, with that ever memorable, I had slmost said 
divine expression, — Poetutf it ie not painful. It must, however, be considered 
when she spoke and acted thus she had the prospect of immortal glory before her 
eyes to encourage and support her. But was it not something mach greater, 
without the view of such powerful motives, to hide her tears, to conceal her grief^ 
and cheerfully seem the mother when she was so no more ?" — [The reference to the 
original is^-j&Jpwto^arum, lib. III. ep. xvi. Besides Pliny, the exhortation of Arria 
is conunemorated by Tacitus, Dion, and Martial. The noble epigram of the last 
may be added : — 

" Casta suo gladium cum traderet Arria Pseto, 
Quem de visceribos traxerat ipsa suis. 
8i gna'fidetf vulnu9t qvodfeei, non ddlet^ inquit : 
8ed quod tu fades, hoc ndhi, Pcete, do2e<."— (I. xvi.)— J^] 

Note C, (Book 11. p. 833.)— >ft»W* Moral, Theory, 

I shall throw together in this note, without much regard to order or connexion, 
a few slight observations on detached passages of Mr. Smith's theory. Some of 
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these obtervations may, I hope, be naefid in fllustratiiig more folly certain phcniK 
mena referred by him, rather too excla8i?ely, to the principle of qrmpathj oi 

fellow-feeling. 

In proof of the pleaanre annexed to mutual sympathy, Mr. Smith remaAa,-^ 
^ that a man is mortified when, after having endeaToured to divert the compiny, 
he looks around and sees that nobody laughs at his jest but himselfl** * It may be 
doubted, howeyer, if in this case a disappointod sympathy be the chief caose of his 
uneasiness. Various other circumstances undoubtedly conspire, particularly the 
censure which the silence of the company conyeys of his taste and judgment, 
together with the proof it exhibits of their sullenness and want of good humoor. 

** The pleasure, too, which,'' according to Mr. Smith, (Ibid.) '* we receiTe from 
reading to a stranger a poem whose effect on ourselves has been destroyed by repe- 
tition,*' may be explained without any refinement about sympaihy^ by the satisfac- 
tion we always feel in communicating pleasure to another, combined with the 
flattering though indirect testimony paid to the justness of our taste, by its coin 
ddence with that of an individual whose judgment we respect. The sympathy d 
an acknowledged fool would certainly be in the same drcumstances a source of 
mortification. 

In mentioning these considerations, I do not mean to dispute that there is an 
exquisite pleasure arising from mutual sympathy ; but only to suggest, that Mr. 
Smith has ascribed to this principle solely, various phenomena, in accounting for 
which other causes appear to be no less deserving of attention. 

The versatile and accommodating manners which Mr. Smith has so beaatifony 
described in various passages of his Theory^ may be assumed from diffsreni 
motives : — ^In some men from a desire to promote the happiness of those around 
them ; and where this is the case, it is unquestionably one of the most amiable and 
meritorious forms in which benevolence can appear, and contributes more by ith 
daily and constant operation to increase the comfort of human life, than those 
splendid exertions of virtue which we are so seldom called upon to make. In othei 
men, in whom the benevolent afiectionB are not so strong, it may proceed chiefly 
from a view to their own tranquillity and amusement, and may render them agree- 
able and harmless companions, without giving them any claim to the appellation of 
virttLous. In man j it arises from views of self-interest and ambition ; and in such 
men, whatever pleasure we may have derived from their society, these qualities 
never fail to inspire universal distrust and dislike, as soon as they are known to be 
the real motives of that pliancy and versatility with which we were at first capti- 
vated. It would appear, therefore, that the accommodating temper, where it is 
approved as morally rights is not approved on its own account, but as an expression 
of a benevolent disposition. 

From the combined efibrts of the actor and of the spectator towards a mutual 
sympathy, Mr. Smith endeavours to trace the origin of two different sets of virtues. 
" Upon the effort of the spectator to enter into the situation of the person prin- 
cipally concerned, and to raise his sympathetic emotions to a level with the emo- 
tions of the actor, are founded the genUe, the amiable virtues, the virtues of candid 
condescension and indulgent humanity. Upon the effort of the person principally 

* [Tl«9fy 0/ Moral SnUimcnU, Part I. sect L chap. 2.]— ToL L p 10, rixth edition 
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concerned to lower his own emotions, so as to correspond as nearlj as possible 
with those of the spectator, are founded the great, the awful, and respectable 
▼irtues, the virtaes of self-denial, of self-goYemment, of that command of the 
passions which subjects all the movements of our nature to what our own dignity 
and honour, and the propriety of our own conduct require.*** If the word quaUHei 
were substituted for virtvetf I agree in general with this doctrine. The mode of 
expression, however, certainly requires correction. " Candid condescension'* and 
" indulgent humanity " are always amiable ; and when they really proceed from 
a disposition habitually benevolent, are with great propriety called virtues. " Self- 
denial and self-government" are always retpeetabUj and sometimes enofid qualities ; 
because they indicate a force of mind which few tnen possess ; but it depends on 
the motives from which they are exercised, whether they indicate a virtuous or a 
vicious character. 

As a farther iUustration of the foregoing doctrine, Mr. Smith considers par- 
ticularly the degrees of the di£ferent passions which are consistent with propriety, 
and endeavours to show, that in every case it is decent or indecent to express a 
passion strongly, according as mankind are disposed or not disposed to sympathiw 
with it " It is unbecoming, for example, to express strongly any of those passions 
which arise from a certain condition of the body ; because other men who are not 
in the same condition cannot be expected to sympathize with them. It is un* 
becoming to cry out with bodily pain, because the sympathy felt by the spectator 
bears no proportion to the acuteness of what is felt by the sufferer. The case is 
somewhat similar with those passions which take their origin from a particolar 
torn or habit of the imagination. "f 

All violent expressions of such passions are undoubtedly offensive, and good 
breeding dictates that they should be restrained ; but not because the spectator 
finds it difficult to enter into the situation of the person principally concerned ; 
perhaps the opposite reason would be nearer the truth. To eat voraciously in the 
presence of a company who have already dined, would be obviously indecent ; bat, 
I apprehend, not so much so as to eat even moderately in presence of one whom 
we knew to be hungry, and who was not permitted to share in the repast. With 
respect to bodily potn, it appears to me that there is no calamity whatever which 
so completely interests the spectator, or with which his sympathy is so acute and 
lively. It is on this account that a steady composure under it, while it indicates 
the manly quality of self-command, has something in it pecnliarly amiable, when 
we suppose that it proceeds in any degree from a tenderness for the feelings of 
others. In many surgical operations it is probable that the imagination of the 
pain exceeds the reality ; and there cannot be a doubt, that where the patient is 
the object of our love, the sufferings which he feels require less fortitude than 
ours. 

" In the case of the unsocial passions of hatred and resentment, the sympathy 
of the spectator is divided between the person who feels the passion and the 
person who is the object of it. We are concerned for both, and our fear for what 
the one may suffer damps our resentment for what the other has suffered. Henoe 
the imperfect degree in which we sympathize with such passions ; and the pro* 

• [Compare Part I. aeei L ehi^ 5.] 
t [Oonpart Part I. Met. U. chap. I. j 
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prietj, when under their infloence, of moderating their ezpreidofi to a much gnaUr 
degree than in the case of any other emotions.'* * 

Abstracting from all considerations of this kind, satisfactory reasons maj be 
given for onr listening with cantion to the dictates of retentment when we oiuielves 
are the sufferers. Experience must soon satisfy us how apt this paanon is to Uiiid 
the judgment, and to exaggerate in our estimation the injury we hare reoeiTed; 
and how certainly we lay in matter for future remorse for onr cooler hoars, if we 
obey its first suggestions. A wise man, therefore, learns to delay forming his re- 
solutions till his passion has in some degree subsided ; — not in order to obtain the 
sympathy of other men, but in order to secure the approbation of his own oonscience. 
If he conceiyes to himself what conduct the impartial spectator will approre o( it 
is merely as an expedient to divest himself of the partialities of self4oYe ; and when 
he acts agreeably to what he supposes to be, on this occasion, the unbiassed judg- 
ment of spectators, his satisfaction arises not from the possession of their sympathy, 
but from a consciousness that he has done his best to ascertain what was fV^i 
and has regulated his conduct accordingly. , 

" Where there is no envy in the case, our propensity to sympathise with joy is 
much stronger than our propensity to sympathize with sorrow. 

" It is on account of this dull sensibility to the afflictions of others that msgna- 
nimity, amidst great distress^ always appears so divinely graceful "f 

If this were true, would it not follow that the admiration of heroic magnanimity 
would be in proportion to the insensibility of the spectator ? 

" It is because mankind are more disposed to court the favour, to oomply with 
the humours, and to judge with indulgence of the actions of the prosperous, than 
with those of the unfortunate, that we make parade of our riches, and conceal oar 
poverty.'' — ** It is the misfortunes of kings alone," Mr. Smith adds, ** which afibfd 
the proper subjects for tragedy." ^ 

Of this last proposition I confess I have some doubts, at least to the extent in 
which it is here stated ; and I am inclined to think that in those cases where it 
holds, it may be easily accounted for on more obvious principles. By far the greater 
number of tragedies are founded on historical facts ; and history records only the 
transactions of men in elevated stations. But even in these tragedies, the most 
interesting personages are frequently domestics or captives. The old shepherd in 
Douglas is surely a more interesting character than Lord Randolph. And for my 
own part, I am not ashamed to confess that I have shed more tears at some Tra- 
gedies bourgeoises and Comedies larmoyantes of very inferior merit, than were ever 
extorted from me by the exquisite poetry of Comeille, Hacine, or Voltaire. 

The fortunes of the great, indeed, interest us more than those of men in inferior 
stations. But for this there are various causes, independent of that assigned by 
Mr. Smith. 1. Their destiny involves the fortunes of many, and frequently affects 
the public interest. 2. Their situation points them out to public attention, and 
renders them subjects of general and daily conversation ; and, accordingly, we may 
remark a curiosity perfectly analogous to that which the history of the great excites, 
with respect to the biography of all men who have been long and constanUy in the 
view of the world. The trifling anecdotes in the life of Quin or Oarrick find as 

* [ComiMure Part I. sect. U. chap. 3.] t [Part I. sect UL chap. 1.] 

t [Part I. 8«ct. Ui. chap. 2.1 
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man J readers as the important events connected with the History of IVederick the 
Great 

In m J AecomU of the Life and Writingg of Mr. Smiih;^ I obserred, that, accord- 
ing to the learned translator of Aristotle's Ethiea and IhUtietf ** the general idea 
which mns through Mr. Smith's Theory of Moral Sentimenti was obyionsly bor- 
rowed from the following passage of Poljbios. ' From the union of the two sexes, 
to which all are naturally inclined, children are bom. When any of these, there- 
fore, being arriyed at perfisct age, instead of yielding suitable returns of gratitude 
and assistance to those by whom they have been bred, on the contrary, attempt to 
iigure them by words or actions, it is manifest that those who behold the wrong, 
after haying also seen the sufferings and the anxious cares that were sustained by 
the parents in the nourishment and education of their children, must be greatly 
offended and displeased at such proceeding. For man, who, among all the yarious 
kinds of animals, is alone endowed with the faculty of reason, cannot, like the rest, 
pass oyer such actions but will make reflection on what he sees ; and, comparing 
likewise the future with the present, will not fail to express his indignation at this 
injurious treatment ; to which, as he foresees, he may also at some time be ex- 
posed. Thus ag^in, when any one who has been succoured by another in the 
time of danger, instead of showing the like kindness to this benefactor, endeayours 
at any time to destroy or hurt him, it is certain that all men must be shocked by 
such ingratitude, through sympathy with the resentment of their neighbour, and 
from an apprehension also that the case maybe their own. And from hence arises 
in the mind of eyery man, a certain notion of the nature and force of duty, in which 
consists both the beginning and the end of justice. In like manner, the man who, 
in defence of others, is seen to throw himself the foremost into eyeiy danger, and 
eyen to sustain the fury of the fiercest animals, never fails to obtain the loudest 
acclamations of applause and veneration from all the multitude, while he who shows 
a di£Eerent conduct is pursued with censure and reproach. And thus it is that the 
people begin to discern the nature of things honourable and base, and in what con- 
sists the difference between them ; and to perceive that the former, on account of 
the advantage that attends them, are fit to be admired and imitated, and the latter 
to be detested and avoided.*" 

" The doctrine," says Dr. Gillies, " contained in this passage, is expanded by 
Dr. Smith into a theory of Moral Sentiments. But he departs from hie author in 
placing the perception of right and wrong in sentiment or feeling, ultimately and 
simply. Polybius, on the contrary, maintains with Aristotle, that these notions 
arise from reason or intellect operating on affection or appetite ; or, in other words, 
that the moral faculty is a compound, and may be resolved into two simpler principles 
of the mind."— GiUies's ArietoOe'e Eihiee and PolUice, Vol I. p. 302. 2d edit 

The only expression I object to in the preceding sentences, is the phrase Jtie 
auAory which has the appearance of insinuating a charge of plagiarism against 
Mr. Smith ; a charge which, I am confident, he did not deserve, and to which the 
above extract does not in my opinion afford any plausible colour. It exhibits, 
indeed, an instance of a curious coincidence between two philosophers in their 
views of the same subject, and as such I have no doubt that Mr. Smith himself 
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would haT6 remarked, had it occurred to liis memory when lie wu writing Wg 
book. Of each accidental coincidences between different minda, examples preeeot 
tbemselyea etery daj to tboae, who, after having drawn from their internal n- 
■ooroee all the lights they could supply on a particular question, bare the cnrioiztj 
to compare their own conclusions with those of their predecessors. And it is ex- 
tremely worthy of observation, that, in proportion as any conclusion approaches 
to the truth, the number of previous approximations to it may be reasonably ex- 
pected to be multiplied. 

In the instance before us, however, the question about originality is of little or 
no moment, for the peculiar merit of Bir. Smith's work does not lie in his generd 
principle, but in the skilful use he has made of it to give a systematical arrsnge- 
ment to the most important discussions and doctrines of Ethics. In this point of 
view, the Jlieory of Moral Sentiments may be justly regarded as one of the most 
original efforts of the human mind in that branch of science to which it relates; 
and even if we were to suppose that it was first suggested to the author by a re* 
mark of which the world was in possession for two thousand years before, this very 
circumstance would only reflect a stronger lustre on the novelty of his design, and 
on the invention and taste displayed in its execution. 

In the same work I have observed, that, " in studying the connexion and filia- 
tion of successive theories, when we are at a loss in any instance for a link to 
complete the continuity of philosophical speculation, it seems much more reason- 
able to search for it in the systems of the immediately preceding period, and in the 
inquiries which then occupied the public attention, than in detached sentences, or 
accidental expressions gleaned from the relics of distant ages. It is thus only that 
we can hope to seize the precise point of view in which an author's subject first 
presented itself to his attention, and to account to our own satisfaction, from the 
particular aspect under which he saw it, for the subsequent direction which was 
given to his curiosity. Id following such a plan, our object is not to detect pla- 
giarisms, which we suppose men of genius to have intcutionally concealed, but to 
fill up an apparent chasm in the history of science, by laying hold of the thread 
which insensibly guided the mind from one station to another." Upon these prin- 
ciples our attention is naturally directed on the present occasion to the inquiries 
of Dr. Butler, in preference to those of any other author, ancient or modem. At 
the time when Mr. Smith began his literary career, Butler unquestionably stood 
highest among the ethical writers of England ; and his works appear to have pro- 
duced a still deeper and more lasting impression in Scotland than in the other part 
of the island. Of the esteem in which they were held by Lord Karnes and Mr. 
Hume, satisfactory dociunents remain in their published letters; nor were his 
writings less likely to attract the notice of Mr. Smith, in consequence of the 
pointed and unanswerable objections which they contain to some of the fisivourite 
opinions of his predecessor Dr. Hutcheson. 

The probability of this conjecture is confirmed by the obvious and easy transi- 
tion which connects the theory of sympathy with Butler's train of thinking in his 
Sermon On Self-Deceit. In order to free the mind from the influence of its artifices, 
experience gradually teaches us (as Butler has excellently shown) either to recol- 
lect the judgments we have formerly passed in similar circumstances on the con- 
duct of others, or to state cases to ourselves, in which we and all our personal 
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concemB are left entirelj ont of the questioii. Hence it was not an mmatnral 
inference, on the first aspect of the fact, that our only ideas of right and wrong, 
with respect to our own conduct, are derived from onr sentiments with respect to 
the conduct of others. This accordingly (as we have already seen) is the distin- 
gnishing principle of Mr. Smith's theory.^ 

I haye formerly referred to a note in Butler's fifth Sermon^ in which he has ex- 
posed the futility of Hobbes's definition of Pity.* In the same note, it is remarked 
farther by the yery acute and profound author, that Hobbes's premises, if admitted 
to be sound, so far from establishing his fa?ourite doctrine concerning the selfish 
nature of man, would afibrd an additional illustration of the proTision made in his 
constitution for the establishment and maintenance of the social union. " If there 
be really any such thing as the fiction or imagination of danger to onrselves from 
sight of the miseries of others, which Hobbes speaks of, and which he has absurdly 
mistaken for the whole of compassion ; if there be anything of this sort common to 
mankind distinct from the reflection of reason, it would be a most remarkable in- 
stance of what was furthest from his thoughts, namely, of a mutual sympathy 
between each particular of the species, — a fellow-feeling common to mankind. It 
would not indeed be an instance of onr substituting others for ourseWes, but it 
would be an example of our substituting ourselves for others.*' To those who are 
at all acquainted with Mr. Smith's book, it is unnecessaiy for me to observe how 
very precisely Butler has here touched on the general fact which is assumed as the 
basis of the Theory of Moral SenUmenis. 

In various other parts of Butler's writings, there are manifest anticipations of 
Mr. Smith's ethical speculations. In his Sermon, for example, On Forgwensu of 
Injuriei, he expresses himself thus : " Without knowing particulars, I take upon 
me to assure all persons who think they have received indignities or iiyurioua 
treatment, that they may depend upon it, as in a manner certain, that the offence 
is not so g^eat as they themselves imagine. We are in such a peculiar situation, 
with respect to injuries done to ourselves, that we can scarce any more see them 
as they really are than our eye can see itself. If we could place ourselves at a due 
distance, (that is, be really unprejudiced,) we should frequentiy discern thai to be 
in reality inadvertence and mistake in our enemy, which we now fancy we see to 
be malice or scorn. From this proper point of view we should likewise, in all pro- 
bability, see something of these latter in ourselves, and most certainly a great deal 
of the former. Thus the indignity or injury would almost infinitely lessen, and 
perhaps at last come out to be nothing at all. Self-love is a medium of a pecnliar 
kind ; in these cases it magnifies everything which is amiss in others, at the samo 
time that it lessens everything amiss in ourselves.** 

The foUowing passage in Butier's Sermon On SelfDeeeit, is still more explicit. 
" It would very much prevent onr being misled by this self-partiality, to rednco 
that practical rule of our Saviour — whatBoetwr ye tooidd thai men ahould do to you^ 
even bo do unto them, — to our judgment or way of thinking. This rale, yon see, 
consists of two parts. One is to substitute another for yourself when yon take a 
survey of any part of your behaviour, or consider what is proper and fit and reason- 
able for you to do upon any occasion : The other part is, that you substitute your- 
self in the room of another ; consider yourself as the person i^ected by such a b«- 
> 8oe pp. SS9, 330 of this ToltiBM. sifaM.pklML 
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liavioar, or towarde whom such an action is done, and then ycm woiold noi oolj an, 
bot likewise feel the reasonableness or nnreasonableneas of smch an actMO or b^ 
hayioor." 

The same idea is stated with great deamess and conciseiiiess hy Hobbea 
"There is an easy rule to know apon a sudden, whether the action I be to do be 
against the law of nature or not. And it is bat this, Thai a man im a gim e kmm^ 
in the place of (he party with whom he hath to do, and ttdpTOOO^ Aim tn Aml 
Which is no more bnt changing (as it were) of the scales ; for erery man^ p iM in i 
weigheth heaTj in his own scale, hot not in the scale of his neighbour. And tUi 
role is yery well known and expressed in the old dictate, Qw)d tSbi fieri wm tie, 
alieri nefecerie,** ^ 

It is observed bj Gibbon that this ffolden rule is to be found in a moral treatias 
of Isocrates :* — A ird^xtprtt if* Iri^m ^^i^i^St, rmSrm ra!tt iXXui ftik wmiSn, 
See Itiitary of the Decline, &c.— Vol. X. p. 191. 



To this note I beg leare to subjoin the following passage, with which, in my 
Aectmnt cf tha Life and Writings of Mr, Smith, [Worhe, YoL IX.] I have con- 
cluded a slight sketch of the work to which the foregoing obsenrations refer. 

" Such are the outlines of Mr. Smith's Theory of Moral Sendmaae^ a work 
which, whatever opinion we may entertain of the justness of its condusioiia, mnit 
be allowed by all to be a singular effort of inventiou, ingenuity, and subtilty. For 
my own part, I must confess, that it does not coincide with my notions concemiDg 
the foundation of morals ; but I am convinced, at the same time, that it contains a 
large mixture of important truth ; and that, although the author has sometimet 
been misled by too great a desire of generalizing his principles, he has had the 
merit of directing the attention of philosophers to a view of human nature, which 
had formerly, in a great measure, escaped their notice. Of the great proportion of 
just and sound reasoning which the theory involves, its striking plausibility is a 
sufficient proof; for, as the author himself has remarked, no system in morals can 
well gain our assent, if it does not border, in some respects, upon the truth. ' A 
system of natural philosophy,' he observes, * may appear very plausible, and be for 
a long time generally received in the world, and yet have no foundation in nature ; 
but the author who should assign as the cause of any natural sentiment some 
principle, which neither had any connexion with it, nor resembled any other 
principle which had some such connexion, would appear absurd and ridiculous to 
the most injudicious and unexperienced reader.' The merit, however, of Mr. 
Smith's performance does not rest here. No work, undoubtedly, can be mentioned, 
ancient or modem, which exhibits so complete a view of those facts with respect to 
our moral perceptions, which it is one great object of this branch of science to refer 
to their general laws, and upon this account it well deserves the careful study of 
all whose taste leads them to prosecute similar inquiries. These facts are indeed 
frequently expressed in a language which involves the author's particular theories. 
But they are always presented in the most happy and beautiful b'ghts ; and it is 

1 Moral and PolUical Works of Thonm « In VUoclt. Opera, Tom. I. p. 93, ed. BaUitt. 

Bdtibet, foUo edlUon, London, 17^0, p. 46. [Tom. I. p. 147, ed. Auger.— Pan iv. 814.] 
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easy for ad attentiye reader, by strippiDg them of hypothetical terma, to atate them 
to himself with that logical precision, which, in snch yeiy difficult disqniaitionB, can 
alone conduct as with certainty to the truth. 

" It is proper to oheerye farther, that, with the theoretical doctrines of the book, 
there are eyerywhere interwoven with singular taste and address, the purest and 
most elevated maxims concerning the practical conduct of life; and that it 
abounds throughout with interesting and instructiye delineations of characters and 
manners. A considerable part of it, too, is employed in collateral inquiries, which, 
upon every hypothesis that can be formed concerning the foundation of morals, are 
of equal importance. Of this kind is the speculation formerly mentioned with 
respect to the influence of Fortune on our moral sentiments, and another speculation, 
no less valuable, with respect to the influence of Custom and Fashion on the same 
part of our constitution.^ 

** The style in which Mr. Smith has conveyed the fundamental principles on 
which his theory rests, does not seem to me to be so perfectly suited to the subject 
as that which he employs on most other occasions. In communicating ideas 
which are extremely abstract and subtile, and about which it is hardly possible to 
reason correctly, without the scrupulous use of appropriated terms, he sometimes 
presents to us a choice of words, by no means strictly synonymous, so as to divert 
the attention from a precise and steady conception of his proposition; and a 
similar effect is in other instances produced by that diversity of forms which, in 
the course of his copious and sedtfcing composition, the same truth insensibly 
assumes. When the subject of his work leads him to address the imagination and 
the heart, the variety and felicity of his illustrations, the richness and fluency of 
his eloquence, and the skiU with which he wins the attention and commands 
the passions of his readers, leave him, among our English moralists, without a 
rival." 

NoTB D, (Book II. p. iXn.y-Fre&wiU and Necessity ; Qray, Locke. 

The following passage in one of Gray's letters has a sufficient connexion with 
the foregoing Appendix, {Of MaitCs Free-agency^) to justify me in giving it a 
place here. Indeed, were the connexion much slighter and less obvious than it is, 
little apology would be necessary for relieving the attention of the reader, by quot- 
ing any thing relating to so important a sulgect from such a pen. 

** I am as sorry as you seem to be, that our acquaintance harped so much on the 
subject of materialism when I saw him with you in town, because it was plain to 
which side of the long debated question he inclined. That we are, indeed, me- 
chanical and dependent beings, I need no other proof than my own feelings ; and 
from the same feelings I learn with aqual conviction, that we are not merely such. 
That there is a power within which struggles against the force and bias of that 

> I oo^t to have add«d, m of itlll higher tht tnds whkh they are intended to pro- 

moineDt* the remarki whidi ooenr in different dnce," kc 

parte of hie work on the Final Oaoeei of eome Then refleetionit there cea helittle doohtk (ae 

of oor Moral Prinoiplea» partiealarly the ge- I hate elaeirtiere obeerved,) were meant by the 

neral reflections in Part IL eeet. iL, beginning, anthM ae an indirect refutation of Mr. Homeli 

In ereiy part of the univene we obeerve Theory ot Utility, flee PIMo$ofkif t(f tht Hu- 
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mecliaiusiD, oommandB its motion, and by frequent practice redaces it to tlut 
roady obedience we call HaibU; and all this in confonnity to a preconceiTed opioioa 
(no matter whether right or wrong,) to that least material of all agents, a Thought 
I have known many in his case, who, while they thought they were conquering an 
old prejudice, did not- perceive they were under the influence of one far more dan- 
gerous, — one that furnishes us with a ready apology for all our worst actions, and 
opens to us a full license for doing whatever we please ; and yet these very people 
were not at all the more indulgent to other men, (as they naturally should have 
been ;) their indignation to (at ?) such as offended them, their desire of revenge on 
anybody that hurt them, was nothing mitigated. In short, they wished to be 
penuaded of that opinion for the sake of its convenience, but were not so in their 
hearts ; and they would have been glad (as they ought in common prudence) that 
nobody else should think the same, for fear of the mischief that might ensue to 
themselves. His French Author I never saw, but have read fifly in the same strain, 
ind shall read no more. I can be wretched enough without them."^ 

I shall avail myself of this note to remark, that on the subject of Free-will, 
though Locke has thrown out many important observations, he is on the whole 
more indistinct, undecided, and inconsistent, than might have been expected from 
his powerful mind, when directed to so important a question. This was probably 
owing to his own strong feelings in fisivour of man's moral Liberty, combined \vith 
the deep impression left on his philosophical creed by the writings of Hobbes, and 
by the habits of intimacy and friendship in which he lived with the acutest and 
ablest of all Necessitarians, Anthony Collins.* That Locke conceived himself to 
be an advocate for Free-will, appears indisputably from many expressions in his 
chapter on Power; and yet in that very chapter he has made various concessions 
to his adversaries, in which he seems to yield all that was contended for by Hobbes 
and Collins ; and accordingly, he is ranked, with some appearance of truth, by 
Priestley with those, who, while they opposed verbally the scheme of Necessity, 

have adopted it substantially without being aware of their mistake [Here follow 

in the MS., as part of the text of the Appendix, an extract from, and some remarks 
upon Locke, which will be found in the footnote at pp. 296, 297 of the Dissertation, 
^Work8,Yo\.l.^Ed,] 

1 Gray's Warlu, by Mason. Letter zzxL (to • [Here follow, u a footnote. In the MS. of 

Mr. Stonehewer.) [Mitford'B edition in qoarto, the Appendix, the contents of Note K K. of IH*- 
Tol.n.p.312. Letter lixT.] sertatum.— Works, Yol I. VP- 570, tTl.— Ed.} 
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